INDEX FOR ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
— a _ SERVICE 


‘JANUARY-JUNE 1978 


The Index provides a cross-ref 


erence in two 
categories: 


~ Geographical and Organizational 
- Subject 


Stories are listed in chronological order 


according to the number of the issue in which 
each appeared. 


CATEGORY I: GEOGRAPHICAL @ ORGANIZATIONAL 
ee UN 


Countries 

Ecumenical, International and Regional 
» Christian Bodies 

International Organizations 

Roman Catholic Church 

World Confessional Bodies 

World Council of Churches 


‘CATEGORY II : SUBJECT 


Assemblies and Meetings 

Church-State Relations 

Church Union Negotiations 
Communication 

Confessional, Denominational and 
Organizational Life and Structure 
Democracy 

_ Development 

Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and 
Ideologies 

Disarmament and Militarism 

Ecumenicsm 

Education 

Evangelism 

Faith and Order 

Financial Matters 

Festivals & Anniversaries 

Food Crisis 

Health & Healing 

Human Rights 

Inter-Church-Aid 

Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts 

and Exchanges 

International Affairs, War & Peace (CCIA) 
Literature and Publications 

Lutheran World Federation 

Methodist 

Migrants 

Mission 

Orthodox 

Peace 

Personal Liberty, Morality 
Personalities 

Race Relations 

Refugees and Relief 

Religious Liberty 

Statistics 

Sacraments 

Science and Technology 

Social Service 

Social, Political, Economic and Legal 

Problems and Christian Action 

‘Spiritual Life 

Theology 

Violence-Non-Violence 

Women 

Outh and Students 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


AACC “ All Africa Conference of Churches 

CCIA : Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs _ 

CCPD Commission on the Churches' 
Participation in Development 

CEC : Conference of European Churches 


CICARWS : Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service 


CMC : Christian Medical Commission 
CWME : Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism 

EEC : European Economic Community 

GDR : German Democratic Republic 

ICYE : International Christian Youth 
Exchange 

LWF : Lutheran World Federation 

SODEPAX : Committee on Society, Development 
and Peace 

WARC : World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches 

WCC “ World Council of Churches 

WSCF : World Student Christian 
Federation 

YMCA > Young Men's Christian Association 

YWCA : Young Women's Christian 
Association 

LIBRARY 


World Council of Churches 


150, route de Ferney, 
1211 GENEVA 20 


EPS Index/January-June 1978 


-?2- 
CATEGORY I : GEOGRAPHICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 
CATEGORY I: GEOGMAEE S.A 
Countries 
ARGENTINA ; 
World Football Championships in Argentina : warning from 
West German Church cise ccc ccc eens LewEr ee Pree tay Piet sree 
AUSTRALIA ; : 
Aid for Aboriginal Medical Service ...sseeseeeees Sart Aca rasa mori rert ys Mc 


Democratic elections called for in the New Hebrides .......seeeeeee- 8 
Preparations for CWME Melbourne Conference ...seeeeeeeeeereseeseeees 1 


AUSTRIA : 
Christian-Muslim Relations in Europe discussed in Salzburg ........ <. 
Wonehn & World Disarmament" -seminar in Austria ...2...0<0.enes ents cc een 


BANGLADESH 
NCC of Bangladesh meets in Dacca ....... osiin., asi bye 9 eck wie 69 410i Gon aaen a ss 
BELGIUM 
Churches Committee for migrant workers moves to Brussels ....... eat 1 
Belgian Churches question banks over their South African 
investments oeoeeseeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeneeeeteeee eeee*esee#ee#ee#ee# eeeeteee7n#+eee#ees+eeee28ee8es @ 4 
Integration of foreign labour: a challenge to the 
European churches oeeeoeeoeeseeeeeeste eeeeoseeenerteeetesevees#seeee eseeeoeeee7neteeee#eeneeee 16 
BRAZIL 
Churches in Brazil campaign for human rights ...... a Bide! aake etn ate ere neeees 
BOLIVIA 
Churches support Bolivian strikers demands .......... ale sbhes, sie feast ohana manne 


WCC Submission to Human Rights Commission welcomes Bolivian Success 5 
New. Bishop (for Bolivian Methodist Church .vsds.s2sclsnw sult ee ane eee 


CAMBODIA 
Attention drawn to Cambodia by BCC/RC statement ....... 


eeeeteeeeeeeee r 


CAMEROUN 
Party militants call for religion in schools ee WR ok a: 
Women strengthen ties between two African churches Swe ge pit wie giiieenen anomie 


CANADA 

Canadian church people discuss human rights at home and abroad Bey ie: 
CAPE VERDE ISLANDS 

WCC delegation visits Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verdew: svt asc 0 #05 vite Wie 
CHILE 

WCC document issued on Chilean hunger strike ou eae ear ir Mee 


CHINA 
Indigenous church active in China ..... dé a:4re 0 \acetac eta Oootave a atert a teeie te tees on 
Chinese Church leaders participate in People's Conference Ol « dete ee Me 
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CONGO 
Marxist Government of Congo plunders churches .......eeccceeeccceceecs 10 


CUBA 
Ecumenical Youth Meeting in Cuba .. 


oeeeoeeeeee evn eeeeeeee oe eoeeoeeee oeeeeee 4 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Do-it-yourself church for 350 people in Czechoslovakia ...... b's ye Ane La 
Czech church to print 80,000 copies of new hymn book ......ceecececece 12 
EGYPT 
Middle East consultation on "Women in Church and Society" ............ 9 
ETHIOPIA 
Ethiopian religious leaders desire to help country's unity ........... 10 
FIJI 
World Conference on unemployment proposed ...... eetdionecs slate ebal pn sieinle arate i) 8 6 18 
F INLAND 
Semele l0r Mew nrehotencp ti FlGLand. (ssl etn eens cate mae 8s Paes 
FRANCE 
The Authority of the Church : Theme of 12th Seminar at 
POBCICULSc OLA SCUMONICal ROSCATCH owes sta seas ce s.e pi te datg do rl eng le 4 
French award for Telephone Counselling Services ......... APE Reto cohen 5 
Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe questions churches .......eeeeceeees 10 
European Summit in Chantilly : "Conversion by Conversation" .......... at 
Alsatian church claims right of information on nuclear questions ..... 17 
GERMANY 
Energy saving campaign in the West German churches .......ccecccccsveee 4 
German Christian Women Demand Boycott of South African Products ....... 6 
Reactions after discussions held between Church/State in the 
Serta VemOCr a ULC REDUD LLC. cece att atuie ac sr iitunnis ts 5 c's [LO ata Ee 10 
Churches meet on disarmament in German Woes OOS LG "Ul rss ane 8.5 %a) it 
ReEmete CUoe CHT par LIC Sates Lr wore sUnres S Tans see cs Cas sae 6 swiss esq es BL 
Ecumenical consultation concerning disabled persons' 
DATCICIPAtiOn Lit LLLe sys ss sas Ph te ty ts Pareles ous eye aka vers TT FO Se a a a 1l 


Moltmann calls on church leaders to promote Geo imac more efficiently 14 
World football championships in Argentina: warning from 


Weecoeermen CHUrCH osbesta a ae ea ee tees tr toe lio abc ene 15 
Oregt Mercere LOL KErCueuray 11) “ENE CGUR When ac else et Seas ts cee ee rekon. 16 
Equality aim in new Lutheran condition of Service ... cece e cece eee eeees 17 
RO REUST PCY 1S AC CARE se sere abt se PANG Ces ty oe ee Sh eS a 18 

GHANA 
Aprrena Pheologians mMeaeran Chane ts we ae AAAS ST ee i 


Ghanaian church leaders call for freedom of speech and 
Bn. chids toMyiolenioei nary, fF. Oe THD) Rel otekstehatetatulstateveVatalatetela. Oem SAM 9 
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GREECE 


ical Liturgy -.-sesescceseees sate e caverk 
Sree erhening ecumenical ees with Lebanon, Turkey and Greece .... 15 


GUINEA-BISSAU 


WCC delegation visits Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde. <b yisisinins rears 3 
GUYANA i 
An appeal with a difference : Help for Sugar Workers ...eeeeeeeees 
INDIA cohen 

Five million dollar appeal for Indian cyclone disaster victims ... 1 

Indian Rehabilitation progress following the cyclone .....++-+-+-s b) 

New forms of worship involve Indian youth in social problems ..... 10° 

Preventive detention bill scrapped in India .........eeeeeees Negras ttt 

Faith and Order in Bangalore: what kind of hope ? ....+seeeeeeeees is 

Disaster area development moves into neW Stage ..eeeeeeeeeeeseeees 16 
INDOCHINA 

In Indochina the fight goeS OM ....ceeccsscescsesccccencesessecces 2 
IRELAND 

Political stalemate matter of concern to ecumenical visitors 

£O Ne LTE LONG oc clc ee ce oe 6 seep aie giaieey glare Gime aware igs 40 6.0 vaio so a5 a aan Ves: 

Presbyterians reject re-introduction of capital punishment ....... ay 
ISRAEL 

New Israeli law worries Christian Churchmen ........eeeeeee vibe eee 

Amazing discovery in the St. Catherine Monastery in Sinai ........ 12 
ITALY 

Death or Morgs ipbitian save. POLLO tl msas © ante stone ais on «nll Bee stine 6 [sis ol tants is 
JAPAN 

New General: Secretary: for NCC of Uapan sarc euw's once etateis ais ope sa se ahele 4 

Wrist Land. GueSstlon emperor iS YS t Glia. «5 idemitalaliy ecsnvane vis seas > alata) yes 8 
KENYA 

AAC clarniies mouse About 1 oS st CULO Rad as osc uitatisae ees ose eletete 6 

Political/administrative problems cause Target/Lengo split ....... 8 

AACC Headquarters bunldins dedicated «\. oc eammetdsisnatine is ost ecccnmets L2 

Bh0Gs COndeMNS “1INCEFVENLLON In. ALY LG 2. -<caenteieme sianertieavere «Saree etre etn 18 
LEBANON 

Womenveneathenmedaa Congultarion i seis «sag «sale amtaeas sone a aie wah a eateries Y, 

Violence condemned, appeal launched, following 

Middle East Piarertin, jccases1o.d'scece-e etetals orator BPE ot Seta vader ais os aver ate vate. son wheat 9 

Armenian Christian students meet in. Lebanon’... yeas svn suas bse eee ie 9 

Strengthening ecumenical ties with Lebanon, Turkey and Greece ..... Lo 

The Middle East Council of Churches widens its activities ........ “sud 4 
MOROCCO 

Christian Council of Churches created in Morocco ...... a ae 3 


MOZAMBIQUE 
Appeal forvhelp for Mozambique..flood, victime weal. sce eae one ee ee In 
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NAMIBIA 

Torture alleged in Namibia ......... EPUEELE: é 3 .M9GIQeoTIs. 7 

Protestant, Catholic leaders in Namibia ipoead: fot calm, peace. 8 

Support suggested for big power Namibian proposals ..........6+. 11 
NETHERLANDS 

Christians and Jews meet in Holland ........... ccc cess cecceees 6 

Netherlands Church Council calls for total disinvestment } 

Brea Pe eR Rint s eae os 8 oid HS Pe Bee Ris eas ee ee es os SORA 13 

New Frisian Bible: now in’use’ ...0..00..6008% 1q. £R2icanases .nwenx 16 
NEW HEBRIDES 

Democratic elections called for in the New Hebrides ........... 8 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

Tanzanians visit Papua New Guinea .......... cece ec eeees fa srort ta %. 4. 2 

Papua New Guinean churches submit ideas to Government ......... 7 

Pacific churches again urge nuclear free zone ...... himarne earl 16 
PUERTO RICO 

1980 Conference Theme: "Your Kingdom Come" ......e.eeeee. iBis 6 
PHILIPPINES 

Pusiippine. prisoners Write to the WCC’’!'P..veece. aya Wy ca 4 

PERL SOULUS.CHULCH Calle Tor end CO OTe MAM TULe «oa cw etc ie e'ste' ss 17 
POLAND 

Poland invites Graham to preach ..........ee.- RE Tea ee TT ae 8 
RHODESIA (Zimbabwe) 

Secret executions condemned in Zimbabwe ......sccecececsccscess 5 

Zimbabwe settlement welcomed by Anglican body ............- HaswoiA 
RUMANTA 

Metropolitan appointed in Rumania ............ URAL £5 MOGDYE Bs ily 
SOUTH AFRICA 

WCC issue discussion paper on ‘South Aftica sia thbarwl. too. foaten. 2 

Amnesty International publishes report on political 

imprisonment -in -SovtiAtraca:nmel, Bika. Giiw. AONSIAOL. 2amoill.. 3 
Transkei bans Methodist Church in South Africa ............ Sister 
Belgian churches question banks over their South African 


investments ee @oeoe#eee#e# eeseeee#ee#ee#ees#85ee#ee#e#er#re#eee#teteer#te#e#seneenree#seeeeeee eoe5s+ee*# ee e 4 
German Christian Women demand boycott of South African products 6 
Transkei maintains stance for Nationalist Methodist Church .... 8 


Major US Bank stops further loans to South Africa ............. 8 
Government drops charges against Kotze .......... ao: dood: ez 9 
‘South African Outlook. barined Ohiee! oF bfS We lons: ageoiiedo. adds 10 
Midland Bank announces end to South African loans .........+24. 10 
South Africans cut ties with 'Mother' church in Netherlands ... 11 
Support suggested for big power Namibian proposals ............ ll 
Methodists challenge Transkei's Matanzima ...... o Core gad. to. ds 11 
South African Federal Seminary to be rebuilt .........ceeeeeees 13 
Azapo leaders detention - "shock and dismay" — Tutu ........... 14 
First victims of the "Nationalisation" of the Methodist 

Us POre att LAO RSD, aistsoGie-n areilg aes Cree ore eee en ee ee LF 


"The Voice" banned in South eins re eat, ke aN Sa aaeiaee. 9% a ate <.% 18 
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utes i h ee iL 4 
Women strengthen ties between two African churchesS ...++s+e+. "Ts - 
Death of former Sudan Council of Churches General Secretary «+++: 


SWEDEN f ; 
Sweden invests in the EDCS ...-.+seee- agin Scintd ape nr ee: : 
Changes proposed in Church state relationships in Sweden ...++++: 

SWITZERLAND : 
Well known ecumenical personality dies in Geneva «.+-+++e+es Tot 
Objectivity in face of Financial CriSiS «csscsorserscccesssccres : : 
Ecumenism in the growth of young Orthodox .....- Ae ee so QRRER “7 he 
UNCLOS opens in Geneva lk .tvtalae SHED oie 80> ohpts b eiare ororith pied bea bona 
Local church action urged on disarmament ..+++++eees ASAI eee. 
Gypsies meet to defend their TUCO eater.) 8 54 o's*a'e 0 ee # ofSeheeteae: betas 11 
First forum on bilateral conversations between churcheS ..-+seeees 1d 
Wide backing for development weeks' idea ...cvesesceveveses pols *pie 12 
Churches should continue discussions on all energy Options «+6... 13 
YMCA Executive plans for ‘more effective instrument’ teeeeees vase 13 
Bossey Ecumenical Institute overcomes three-year financial erisispee 
Land rights and racially oppressed - priority for PCR ...++++eess 16 
World YWCA General Secretary TLetiTeS cesses eeeeeesesecereresesces 18 
Vasken I of Armenia visits WCC headquarters ...seeeeseveeeeeeeeee 18 

TAIWAN 
WCC sends message to Taiwan Presbyterians ....-eeeeeeeerereceeces 9 

TANZANIA 
Tanzanians visit Papua New Guinea ........ oie yi eie'¢ ajere «6 Gala et 2 

TURKEY 
Lutheran/Orthodox dialogue in good heart w.evececereseeeverevvens 8 


Strengthening ecumenical ties with Lebanon, Turkey and Greece ... 15 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Canterbury appeals again for intercommunion with RC's ..........- 3 
New Bishop Suffragan for Namibia consecrated in London ..... tes te 
No prospect for Immediate Intercommunion, Cardinal Tells 

Anglican’ SynodWandat ad. a. titndet «ae Hid divas d axe éjeh et ein ley cueb dig» apa 4 
Prof. Thomas Torrance wins 1978 Templeton Award ......0..scceesees 4 
Christians against Racism and Fascism: New UK Organization ...... 4 
Free church criticism of 1976 ARCIC Report ......... aridstestys seamen 
Keep full-time ministry ask English Bishops............- s(esstafiabalya 8 
Salvation Army celebrates centenary of name ....... Ho dhese foie eyeuects 8 
Methodist leader calls for dismantling of Apartheid structure ... 9 
Midland Bank announces end to South African loans .........eeee0% 10 
BeitishsCounelliof ,Chupches debates jimierationedn. wads aaeneas 11 
Churches challenge racism and cleanse Union Jack ........... «tasvaele 
"Partners in weakness"' theme of CMS Annual Meeting ............-+. 12 
Methodists qualified "Yes" to church unity propositions : rs, 
New Bishop of Oxford named ........ o ets Peale we ha ge ee he Bee b3 
Church of England to discuss divorce/remarriage again .......... a4 


English church leaders express concern over unemployment 
and race relations ,.... 


oeeeoeeeeeeeoee*eeeeeve 
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UNITED KINGDOM (continued) 


Church of Scotland assembly supports retention of 


nuclear deterrent ..... ae eit a ae ne Mieke eislaa nn atu 0,6 ma Oe ce atk, <3 
OMe Ureer SuVoOLt Lor UNG TAU COUN AMULG «cee ue eee oe ace 4044s ones 
Church of England to, discuss status of nuclear family .......... 
Meir eCe ett em Ue Black COMPCHEE Tactics tia ce is wan at fe 
Methodists gain more members but still record lower figures 
URUGUAY 
Uruguayan Methodists celebrate .«..ccsscacccic Saat ies ied he Lethal ade 
USA 

World Conference on Faith, Science and Future planned 

Lt abel, SY got Ney 00 age eee eee ae degeke Qatneae ClelsOele epends sere dear Boats § 
New plan of union for US Presbyterian churches ........ G> Ode pact 
US churches ship 10,000 tonnes of wheat to Vietnam.............. 
Major US Bank stops further loans to South Africa scree oe ewe ewes 
Potter appeals to Carter ‘on Wilmington AiO bin6e- danranqad> awe. dds 
Marshall not to seek re-election to LCA Presidency ...... esa Tae 
Anniversary of King assassination marked by clamour 

Pere ew  DLUUE (e's o5 6is's 0 ¢ SOE O76: klk ores P iN aid, Soh IG 0 1a RRR LE § cade Peery al di aerate 
Feeding Eriery 2 though secular action, may be "sign of 

ors thre 8 CAGLLO “ss a". ss n athraie as aeavels Pa Ratatat 1 ear eects tints © & 6s 5 4 
US Presbyterians vote against update HOMOUSERMALE 1. pace sce. ss 


Potter to address UN Special Session on Disarmament ............ 
Potter calls for extended UN role on disarmament, new 


ch os coda aula eg cs Ce nen ee ie ienann  P  ePePay Ah pe RE ie 
ge Uillrlaon GOLldats LOY world CVANSELLSSOULOIY caicscsencensacess cs 

Me ou elie 
Georgian Orthodox Church elects New Patriarch ......csececseeces 


Presbyterians to discuss joint projects with USSR Churches ..... 
Russian Orthodox Church denies banning importation of Bibles 
Russian Orthodox Church celebrates 60th Anniversary of 

the restoration, of, the. office. of, Patriarch, oo. .essveccrereeee 
Vasken I of Armenia visits WCC headquarters ..........eceeeeeeee 


VIETNAM 
US Churches ship 10,000 tonnes of wheat to Vietnam ............. 


YUGOSLAVIA 
Serbian-Orthodox Church asks for more religious freedom ........ 


International Ecumenical and Regional Christian Bodies 


New General Secretary for NCC Japan ..........e000- PMA ure oreiate 
Lutheran/Orthodox dialogue! inigood) heart) OF... Moe. ce cee ee eee 
Salvation Army celebrates centenary of name ....sceeeeeeeceecens 
Council of Churches to be established in Namibia ..........e008. 
New director. for CICARWS appointed i. See le cee see e eee ee Ay hee 
British Council of Churches debates immigration .....--eeeeeeeees 
First Forum on bilateral conversations between churches ........ 
Presbyterians to discuss joint projects with USSR Churches ..... 
Netherlands Church Council calls for total disinvestment 

in South Africa ..... Pir SN ROO ee ee 


10 
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International Ecumenical and Regional Christian Bodies (continued) 


Azapo leaders detention - "shock and dismay’ — Tutu ..2. c..csa... 
Strengthening ecumenical ties with Lebanon, Turkey, and Greece .. 
Pacific Churches again urge nuclear free Zone ..,. ceca fa itests 
The Middle East Council of Churches widens its activities ....... 
One billion dallars  forsworlayevantedment pone aos 2 Males accra eens 


Death of former Sudan Council of Churches General Secretary ..... 


World YWCA General Secretary retires .......eceeseees j sin swietetes 2 keine 


International Organizations 


Prayers.for Peace and Disarmamentsurged by CCTA. 5 od. anaes « Uaseuen 
UNCLOS opens in Geneva ........... PP ie h. che eRe lO. a: HPP PANY. Bi es 
URC urges support for UNCTAD common fund ......... A Ls ad ee 
Potter to address UN Special Session on Disarmament ......... 4.4 
Potter calls for extended UN role on disarmament, new 

economic order 7.03. FABGe. B; VE PE PE PEP IEE. CLOTE. BPS. ES Pe a 
World YWCA General Secretary retires ............ s PEOARE. P 


Roman Catholic Church 


Attention drawn to Cambodia by BCC/RC statement ...... qiece.ais. cig nanaae 
Canterbury appeals again for intercommunion with RCs ....... PG & 
Free church criticism of 1976 ARCIC Report ....... errr re. . 


Protestant, Catholic leaders in Namibia appeal for c lm, peace .. 
Ghanaian church leaders call for freedom of speech and 

an@nd: to Violence: cc 5.0 ke I ck ine Se Sukie 4. heundeuenanee 
Churches in Brazil campaign for human rights .......cecceseccee re 


World Confessional Bodies 
eee ee LOS LU DOGT es: 


LWF Executive attacks "Bible Smugglers" .....c.c.cccceeccccccccce 
Equality aim in new Lutheran conditions of service J. hb ESTs #25 


World Council of Churches 
setae ene er MP CLE: 


WCC issues discussion paper on South Africa ....... : ree oe abs 
Dollar drop creates problems for WCC BENGUCOS eh. eles Ae H ° 
WCC delegation visits Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde PE Sie orks ae 
New appointment at WCC .......... aco mal eessscaas’ MEAT Cues Gee aie. s. shavass caters Pr 


World Conference on Faith, Science and Future planned 
by WCC at MIT 


Philippine prisoners write to the WCC epabeceo'stec kun Che's 


An appeal with a difference: Help for sugar workers PPR old slats 
WCC submission to human rights welcomes Bolivian success 
1980 Conference theme: "Your Kingdom Come" 
Prayers for Peace and Disarmament urgedibyicCC lAresecsaee. Lect cidade Bia 
EPS SPECIAL - "Energy for my Neighbour" practical programme 

POM WCC partic. Blac ns CY Gee. eldeicidiel Hie HMRI Dawe 
Indian rehabilitation Progress following the Cyclone ... 
Ecumenical projects receive SUPPOXG cricwterns else <0, Sfaiate SOT Caande 
Financial concerns worry WCC Executive Meeting if 
Ald for Aboriginal Medical Service 
Women in the media consultation ..., 


eeeeeeee 


OO WN bd 
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World Council of Churches (continued) 


ObJecctivity imetace’ of IMac ral Criere Cet ree. Oe PRE sae. A. ADSM 8 
Ecumenism in the growth of young OUrEMadOx: . fer eR rye? ae hel BRO ITS 8 
Potter appears “td Carter *dn~ Wilmington rU Moses. FOS, PROT. OLD. SST TR 9 
WoC sends messdgé to Palwdn PresbyCerians 9S. PReer. OF. F072. BOs. OLE. 9 
New director for CICARWS appotnted soe. sete eRe Cores PU CET LOO cate i: 7 10 
Mesaage’from the fPréesidents of the “"WOGr rs ceveccr re creas Cer. PL TOTO 10 
Local chutch ameronsucecear on a sarmamennry fhe somes cc SUPT IIIS... Lb 
First forum on bilateral conversations between churches ............ pa 
EPGpORed ECUMENLCAT  TECULEY. wc cate cet ee eee eT te ee eT ees Pea a we 11 
Wide backing for development weeks" ‘idea ov... so ce tee ee cece eeees 12 
eae OL. mnie ree COTM MCA Tete .e ya's act o's wR a ote eM Whetarele’a's bidare ns acatete ete 12 
Sper Gor ner non  OcamuLaue: i LOOd .VLCTIMG srecasure cue ccc ras e's e's de 18 
Preparacions: LOniGWNi Melbourne CONLerence weuesaessccasescresccs aes te 
Feeding hungry, though secular action, may be "sign of God's 

PERN Gy EW ats Yap AE kel I Ne RS a ile Bu a yr ars 14 
Strengthening ecumenical ties with Lebanon, Turkey and Greece ...... 15 
Berea Cie eto fOr Nr er Tart Ula LOOUC a. sacra we sine ses te ca a0 4b 8st i hes 
MamOorinnen: wuseted on Chilean hunger SCPik@) ose... aee suas sicele soe os 16 
Potter calls for extended UN role on disarmament, new 

Pre ORE MOLLE Maina diqiicis 4s aisn Sack ee ate cee eet ene eee RITA S Totem ares ata aor ee 17 
Appointments and*a*promdt?6nifi- the? WEC® . e970 9TNe ae Oe ee ES 17 
Matérial*aid*resourees*1977+top-US* $°38/mibiton of. Set teqque we cesa 18 
Vasken-l of Arménia*vistts WEC*headqlatterso Ne) .961 49. Na teaue ws 18 
euoLidari pyr is at: stake*+.s.....2. 8298999" A Peead .9O7 .ateiideal. 18 


CATEGORY ff: :° SUBJECTS 


Assemblies and Meetings 


Power, Church and State: a four month debate ends at Bossey ....... | 
Sime mesting iin Ghrenetwaen. Church Gidietate (ab. usin wn oss sale spin petee 0 8 
Armenian Chri stiansetndents meet, Ime panini. stusssinas pete 50 <p 90,00" e908 8 
Tueherany/OnGboroxian Locte.i nic 0od Weave ie ees shee sia e e auc.es.sre panic 20.0, 8 
Salvation Army celebrates centenary of name ...... cece eescvoee ciara La 
Middle East consultation on "Women in Church and Society" ......... 9 
New forms of worship involve Indian youth in social problems ...... 10 
Oe are RGA hs. kk sha (0: oan e Aa ree e de MAURIE Lo 8. ole aes Gh cLansne aiels eutae. 10 
Ecumenical youth council in Europe questions churches ...........+. 10 
European summit in Chantilly: "Conversion by conversation" ........ pai 
Churches meet on disarmament in German Democratic Republic ........ LI 
Bette Counc. b Of Churches ciate: Sin EO en, 6 oa ais 0 ass, 0 oe oes ba 
First forum on bilateral conversations between churches ........... 11 
Ecumenical consultation concerning disabled persons' 

OPT SB os 7 ANC wy A Ff GC) ay FG aera Net ah) RR Ee 11 
Meme Pave ener OVO LUDReNG WEOKE CAMCA seus ease ccs cnc eter aceneees i 
Churches should continue discussions on all energy options ........ 13 
YMCA Executive plans for "more effective instrument’ ..........eee- 13 
Methodists qualified "yes" to Church unity propositions .......+ee- 13 
Preparations for CWME Melbourne Conference .......seeeeeeseeseerees 13 


Feeding hungry, though secular action may be "sign of 
ek Meier eR ORG a ia aN, 5 <a co} sin so a MASE A AOS 68,0 14 
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Assemblies and Meetings (continued) 
Church of England to discuss divorce/remarriage AP ALE Mies cue eimae ee 
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Social, Political, Economic and Legal Problems 
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Ethiopian church leader released from detention ...-eceeeeceeeeccececes © 0/06 = 60. 0 Sieaaeetorereentmnirhireins 31 
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Archbishop of San Salvador nominated for Nobel Peace Prize .....ssseees eh hare aie, cia eee 33 
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International affairs - an exercise in discovering the interconnections .........cccesecceceeee 
Canadian group attacks austerity Measures 2.2.06. cece reccc cece ee cece ence secesecsesecserecsecees 
Japanese church states opposition to "Gengo-Legislation" .....sesesececcccecccsccscncccsscceece 
President Sadat to receive Methodist Peace Award 66.60 isis 666 de iisidie Hie Saddle dewesactentosedeenes 
Hungarian state offfeial visits Ecumenical Centre.....cesccsccssccesccnccescnsccesceecsvcsevees 
Tutu replies to SA mimister's "innuendo" over finances .....cccssereccccnccscscvssssccvsceccuce 
Spanish Protestant Churches protest against church taxes ...cesesecccccccecvecccsvescccccssescce 


Church Union Negotiations 
The Anglican Church of Namibia speaks out against the western proposals ....sssccecccccccsvcvcs 
German churches yes~but to the WCC T anjesaida 3.6: 00,00, 6,4 .0pe,a,0,4,0,0 alate agetle setae tele Hades oO. Deane. 960 DO 
Communication 


: 


Once banned Voice can be heard again eeeeneeereeeeaeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeens 
August edition of Kairos banned in South Africa eeeeeeeeoeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeereeeeeeeeeeeseeee 
Christian TV festival for Sweden eeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeseeseseeeses 


Confessional, Denominational & Organizational Life & Structure 


Church of England agrees to go forward on 10 spraposi tions s< <sis.eis:aieie sadiere seid aa da Hele Bele Wale Wels ole 
Traditional cultures have important lessons for Christians .i.ccccissscnccevcacesscccsectsenan 


‘Development 


Network approach for development emphasized. 6...o.0.0050000.06.0.060000:0.60s 0.0» « Sbraeleills eis Gee eel 
Etalian churches ‘reach’ final: aim ofpintege@edon. x. ccivates:<iknc sie wiecedein tamil. wisterna. ane ace sie 
Development educators meet in Portugal sseveeddsdecccascccctceccsecnctusscsessesnctuccscusea 
Indian church considers ‘its role ‘in ‘development :. 27Per eT er oer ee oe. eee ee eee 


Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies 


Traditional cultures have important lessons for Christians ......ccsccccccccccccescccvsvecece 
Ecumenism 


Death of German ecuneniBt “aie ecs orate eter eaki seen eh Mecenei pet tceetne cece crt ee 
A Societas’ Osctitnica founded ‘in the Netherlands oo. Pore ees ee ee, DIF Ie EEE E ae 
Ecumenical conference of European Women formed e\a)e. 0's) 0)0, eis @ 16/4) ereia.e GIG 1G; 8 4) 6.0.61 61419) 6(eleiune Oharnas gee Meg aren 
Burmese churchman participates in ecumenical meeting - first time since 1963 ..sccccccccscece 


Education 
Aim of PTE: Theological formation of the people of God oe 506.0 0.06 :00.60 5) 6,.0-c0 5m we She eae RAR 
Orthodox theological faculties begin redesigning their programmes .......sscscceccvcccccccece 
Women theological students discuss ministry and CUO LORY Ne ci/5.5 0 sin0.a Ge sceren 6 6u aighjamiiatant aa 
US meeting of WCC's unit on education and renewal ¢0' 0 6.4-0.0.0A8 © ain * Sk, 0 4.5m 1 0h en 08 Uh eat ee ie a 


Bossey graduate school opens Wideie ele e'a's'e e's 4'é'a 6 050.0 0.60 cin HO meee 6 oh 46, 8.0 4 Ale hime ce ee Aten kia ee 
Deve lopment educators meet in Portugal eeeeeeeee eee 860 6 6 Cee 80 les a ee 6 cia aie Wie 6.5 ee «ewe eles 5.0 6 els sie 


Evangelism 


Second study document for CWME 1980 Conference 910) 0/6,6/6./¢.6 0.6 8° E 06.06.80. a 8,478 Ris, ye aie le ctia a ti aoe hla ent ree 
Methodists plan world evangelism programme TOO I RCI Ra. tier ei perry ee. 4 
"One World Mission" for world evangelization Mite te Si eee Cot ee, ee 
Workshop on evangelism planned for 1979 Core edGhss a6 0.4 eb 66a WMiet en bes Gee are Ul Cem Ee mine om eee 
African symposium on the Bible and evangelieution’ 0%. 'issas Soe c ed cote ete te i en te Se 


Faith & Order 


Clear "yes" to Christian hope from Faith & Order Meeting b.0.0.0 0.506.840 5 6.0k. aay gee eenie mie Bea eee 
Financial Matters 


Church of England needs £ 8 million a year more to kee | 
a 4 P.up levelof: activity us. suwansan ouenee 
CICARWS launches half-million dollar appeal for Nicaragua meverenrererinie fhe 


Food Crisis 


CICARWS launches half-million dollar appeal for Nicaragua-..ccccsssesenesecrarccey 
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Call for lead-free petrol by Birmingham's Anglican Bisoop sss eee en 
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Human Rights 


The Charter of Santiago, Chile - Human ee ee ee ee ae ee She arata ds 'a Ghee Ria oatiee 
International symposium spreads a protective mantle for the defence of human rights 


Inter-Church Aid 


GDR Christians participate in international aid 
Changes proposed for European Inter-Church Aid ... 


. * / 

Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
Archbishop Scott to visit German Churches .........ceeeeces Rigs, #4 ale laa. ele & Se hae ime 4 ded an 6 8 lie 
Belgium Protestant Federation disappears: a sign of unity . 
Italian churches reach final aim of integration al seaey fofspehee opin apfelaoiianaty os aeirtipretip aul cheemmewnds 
Scottish Catholics & Protestants debate economic and social FUBTLCO des 


coe eee eee eee eee eee eeeeese eee ee eeeeee 


International Affairs, War & Peace (CCIA) 
International Affairs - an exercise in discovering the interconnections ........+--. bp eeivbinedk ° 


Liberation 


Christian obedience and the search for liberation: the second international 
consultation of Orthodox youth and students ......... 


eee eee e ee ereer eee eeeseeeeee tee eee eeee see eee 
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Methodists 
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Methodist "Cathedral" reopened .......... Cv OSS ohn FORRES RY FER Fe RES oe Ca. 

South African Methodists vote for WCC ......ccceccccccs ae ate es ange Rares oe Ra Rae kiss Sens ok as > 6 
Ministry 

Women theological students discuss ministry and theology ......ssseeseseoes speenal titaaiahdy seme ten te es 

English primates appeal for more ministers .......+.% ee ee Sirsees Duncstncee heel) hep ereee >on se laipinraiore © 0 
Mission 

Second study document for CWME 1980 conference ......ccceseceeees Fe teat at cae suatetavars steve) ss Gia ahel whcoshacate 
Orthodox 

Orthodox theological faculties begin redesigning their programmes ........ MSE TP 5 dae ate ae 

Metropolitan Nikodim is buried in Leningrad ..........seeeeues Sa a's ees Wa nie ais bis wae Si a hal 

Srctnouox approach fo /WilAcon1a consul Cat Tom Aim (Crees. Wes ver AOA es wen Lok cece ss accccesnes ‘ 
Peace 

President Sadat to receive Methodist Peace Award ......c.ceeecceceeccess rat Sidra She 924-« eiein = ok doled rete 

Archbishop of San Salvador nominated for Nobel Peace Prize ......ccccecccccccccccccscces per ittiet 
Personalities 

RC OE -GCOXMRR OCUMORLEE 2 occ dace sce tense ce tena vetnecbn ena SG) eas eheia sus» aiste hs = kip. e rs Mra reria: oe 

Distinguished lecturers at Lambeth Conference ......cccccccscnccccccesevvecs holes chs ke ele elmer 

Election of new Pope draws World Council's warm response ........ hd aus’ syals sini le/eiq'a Ria mate win eiste:s S.siayes 

Metropolitan Nikodim is buried in Leningrad .......... AS Ra Oe baie d wel + Calais Pekka ewes 
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MEG welcomes election of John Paul Tl sci ccc wsasacendencuns a CSUR EERSTE. Valdis «> se wren 

New Metropolitan for Leningrad One ene e teen eee eee eee e nett e eee e eee e eet eene eee eneneenes . 
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Race Relations 


Support campaign for American Indian leader grows .....ceccsscsccecccnssesssensecscensssneseees 
Church of England to contribute £ 100,000 a year to CRRU fund ots Scam hae ale eae Sivie Re ay See he ee ee 
International strategy for aboriginal land struggle ............6- re eee rT ee a Ce CUE 
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ATTENTION DRAWN TO CAMBODIA 
BY BCC/RC STATEMENT 


London (EPS) - News of the atrocities committed in Cambodia (Kampuchea) since 
the Khmer Rouge took powerin April, 1975, has been slow to’ reach the outside 
world and only now is a full picture building up, Says a statement issued at 

the end of 1977 by the British Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic 
Commission of International Justice and Peace of the Bishop's Conference of 
England and Wales. The statement was issued following the visit to Thailand 

by Lord Elton, a staff member of the Church of England Committee on International 
Affairs. 


It is reported that since the Khmer Rouge victory between one and two million 
people have been killed or died as a result of their treatment and some 30,000 
more have fled to neighbouring Thailand. It was to some of these Cambodians 

in a refugee camp that Lord Elton spoke during his visit. 


The statement also welcomes the British Government's decision to raise the 
events in Kampuchea in the United Nations Commission on Human Rights and to 
increase the British Government's contribution to the United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees. — 7 


The statement goes on to ask the British Government to offer authorities in 
Phnom Penh medical supplies and assistance for the people of Kampuchea and to 
increase the allocation of entry permits to refugees from the country who 
wish to settle in the United Kingdom as well as to provide grants-in-aid to 
recognised voluntary agencies at work in refugee camps in Thailand. 


The BCC and Roman Catholic joint statement deplores the atrocities perpetrated 
in Kampuchea which has resulted in large-scale loss of life and urges the 
Churches Commission on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches 
and the Pontifical Commission (Justice and Peace) to "rally world opinion on 
behalf of the victims of atrocities and against any further killings and re- 


pression and to mobilise all possible help for refugees from Kampuchea still 
in Thailand." 


In particular the statement urges Christians to express their depth of concern 
by keeping vigils in local churches and by giving funds to aid agencies 

carrying out relief work in Thailand. An ecumenical vigil is to be held in 
Westminster Cathedral, London, on Saturday ,11 February, from 13.00 to 17.00 hs. 
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GEORGIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
ELECTS NEW PATRIARCH 


Tbilissi (EPS) - The seven bishops of the Holy Synod of the Georgian Orthodox 
Church in the USSR elected, on 23 December, Metropolitan Ilia as head of their 
Church. 


The new Patriarch was enthroned two days later in the Church of Sioni, in Tbilissi, 
with the name of Ilia II,, the spiritual head and 146thCatholicos-Patriarch of 

that Church which counts some three million faithful. He succeeds Patriarch 

David V, who died on 9 November at the age of 74. 


Aged 44 Catholicos Ilia II is a well-known personality among international 
ecclesiastical figures because of his enthusiasm for ecumenism. He has parti- 
cipated in various meetings, of the WCC and was for several years a member 

of the working group of the Church and Society sub-unit ofthe World Council 
of Churches. 


The Georgian Orthodox Church, one of the oldest Orthodox Churches, has been 
a member of the WCC since 1962. It is believed that the election of Patriarch 
Ilia II will contribute to increased participation of his church in the 
ecumenical movement. 

EPS 


CHURCHES COMMITTEE FOR MIGRANT WORKERS 
MOVES TO BRUSSELS 


Geneva (EPS) - The Church's Committee on Migrant workers, which since 1964 
has worked from the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, transferred its office to 
Brussels from the beginning of 1978. The reason given for the change, by those 
responsible for the committee, is that the policies for migrant workers of all 
the European countries is ''more and more decided by the European Commmity 
and the institutions in Brussels". In a statement the committeesaid that among 
other things ''the churches will try to increase their influence over European 
policy decisions" in their particular field and in their aid to help the 
Situation of migrant workers and their families in all the European countries. 


It is a fact that for the most part the 15 churches that constitute the committee 
are established in those countries that do not form part of the European community 
(Finland, Greece, Yugoslavia, Austria, Portugal, Spain, Switzerland and Sweden); 
thus the committee wants to particularly take into account the interest of migrant 
workers who although working in the European community are not natives of member 
countries. . 


The General Secretariat of the World Council of Churches and those responsible 
for the committee, have expressed their satisfaction with the collaboration 

that has existed between the WCC and the committee for the last 13 years, 

and will continue to pursue ways of intensifying this collaboration. They agreed 
that the transfer to Brussels gives a good chance for a reinforced effort by 

the European Churches to help the interests of itinerant workers and their 
families. 


Among the Committee's priorities for the immediate future are: to involve 
themselves in the search for equal rights for both migrant and native workers 
and to promote a pastoral presence among them; to clarify links between human 
rights and the way that migrant workers and their families are treated; to 
prepare the churches and the public in general to meet with Muslims, and to 
point out the particular problems of migrant women and to seek possible 
solutions. 
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AFRICAN THEOLOGIANS MEET IN 
GHANA 


Accra, Ghana (BPS) - The'creation of an association grouping African 
theologians in order to outline what should be a future African theology was 
one result of the work of a pan-African conference of third-world theologians 
held at the end of December in Accra, Ghana. Some 90 Protestant, Catholic 
and Orthodox theologians some of them holding high positions in their respec- 
tive churches attended the meeting. The participants included people from 
Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia, the Pacific and also the black 
comminity of the United States. A first meeting of this character was held 
in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, in 1976. : 


The conference decision to form an Ecumenical Association of African 
Theologians which will be headed by Jesuit Priest Engelbert Mveng, 
of Yaounde (Cameroun), will give the opportunity to promote a more global 
theological approach to the African situation by means of social analysis, 
biblical reflection and active commitment to "be with the peoples in their 
endeavours to build a better society". 


The Accra conference was clear in seeing the need for an African theology 
more articulated and nearer to reality. "We believe that African Theology 
must be understood in the context of African life and culture and the crea- 
tive attempt of African peoples to shape a new future that is different 
from the colonial past and the neo-colonial present. The African situation 
requires a new theological methodology that is different from the dominant 
theologies of the West. African theology must reject, therefore, the pre- 
fabricated ideas of North Atlantic theology by defining itself according 
to the struggles of the people in their resistance against the structures 
of domination." 


The task of these African theologians consists in creating a theology that 
emerges from the African people and that is accountable to them, said the 
Accra conference. 


African theology will have three characteristics: contextual - accountable in 
the context of the life and culture in which African people live; it will be 
a liberation theology in the face of racism, economic exploitation and the 
oppression of the peoples through national and multinational institutions. 
Here was also included the question of oppression of Blacks by Blacks. 
Finally, the struggle against sexism. Recognising that African women have 
taken an active role in the church and in the shaping of history and that 
they have shown themselves to be a coherent part of the liberation struggle, 
the theologians in Accra stated that future African theology must take 
seriously the role of women in the church as equals in the doing of theology. 
It should be noted that a quarter of the participants at Accra were women 
theologians. 
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FIVE MILLION DOLLAR APPEAL FOR INDIAN CYCLONE 
DISASTER VICTIMS 


Geneva (EPS) - An appeal for US $ 5 million has been launched by the 
World Council of Churches to support victims of the cyclone which devastated 
large areas of India in hg November and killed many thousands of people. 


This further appeal (an Salteat request for US $ 500.000 was launched on 
30 November) follows a visit to the area by four experts, led by Mr. Stanley Mitton, 
the WCC's Emergencies and Rehabilitation Officer. 


The team toured the devastated areas and had consultations with governors and 
senior government officials of both Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu States, as 
well as with church officials from the Church of South India, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, various Baptist Churches, The Salvation Army and the Chaldean 
Syrian Church, 


The Church's Auxiliary for Social Action (CASA), in India, is coordinat ing the 
relief effort for the church's and has already been praised by Indian newspapers as 
the first voluntary agency to mobilize its field staff and become operational. 


To date CASA has received in cash US $ 312,198 and the Commission on Interchurch 
Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) hold in cash or firm pledges over 
US $ 400,000. 


US AID donated food, blankets, clothing and bedding valued at nearly US $ 500,000 
have already been distributed through the 45 centres operating in the stricken 
area. Some 70,000 doses of vaccine and one million water sterlization tablets 
have been airlifted to the area from Bombay and Calcutta and six medical teams 
equipped to immunize 5,000 people a day are in service. 


Church World Service, the relief and development arm of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ, USA, have also indicated that US AID grants of US $ 1,000,000 
have been made and are to be spent by 28 February. Other aid agencies world-wide 
have already responded to what was the worst disaster in the region since 1834, 


The Bishop of Madras, Sundar Clark, has written: "Never before has a flood, 

cyclone or tidal wave carried away so many lives, ruined so many homes and 

damaged so many thousands of acres of land. It is indescribable and it break's 
one's heart... I have wept over this and many of my clergy have joined me in this." 


The cyclone struck just when Andhra was ready for harvesting and all the crops 
have been completely destroyed. It is believed that it will take a decade to 
rebuild the state. 
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JANUARY 
8 - 3 CICARWS - Latin America Regional Group to screen projects Bogota, Colombia 
Rea- 12 CICARWS - Asia Regional Group to screen projects Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
fae - 2h CICARWS - /CEC Europe Regional Group to screen projects Wouds choten, 
Netherlands 
29 - 4 Feb. WOMEN - Consultation of European Christian Women, to dis- Brussels 
cuss common problems. An international gathering of some 
80 people 
January/February BOSSEY - 26th Session of Graduate Schoo] (second part) Bossey (near Geneva) 
FEBRUARY 
1 - 10 CWME - Commission meeting Puerto Rico 
p. q ‘ : . 
6 i CCPD Officers' meeting Geneva 
to. 7. CMC - Executive Committee meeting Cartigny, Geneva 
oe~ 10 CICARWS - Africa Regional Group to screen projects Nairobi, Kenya 
ae 10 UNIT II - Executive Group meeting Geneva 
is - 17 WCC Executive Committee Zurich 
iS - 18 Faith & Order - Week of prayer consultation Geneva 
20 - 5 March CCPD - An international gathering of some 20 people to Cuba 
discuss "Socialism and Development" 
MARCH 
1 - 10 Communication - Commission meeting. International meeting . 
of 40 communicators and commissioners to discuss and plan 
Communication policy 
re- 5 WOMEN - Middle East Women's Seminary. An international meeting Cairo, Egypt 
of 40 women discussing women's problems. What are their needs ? 
What do they think about their own difficulties ? 
7-11/12-18 Faith & Order - Planning meetings for Bangalore Commission ? 
. CICARWS - Middle East Regional Group to screen projects Nicosia, Cyprus 
12 - 16 BOSSEY - Christian-Jewish dialogue. "The Authority, Bossey (near Geneva) 
Interpretation and Meaning of Scriptures in Christian and 
Jewish Traditions" 
13 - 16 CCPD - Planning Meeting: "Development Weeks in Europe". Glion,Switzer] and 
A meeting to discuss CCPD related development education 
network in Europe 
16 - 20 YOUTH - Regional Youth Secretaries' meeting Glay, France 
Spring CCIA - Human Rights Advisory Group 
Zo = 2 Apr. Family Ministries - Meeting of Coordinating Committee of 
Family Power Social Change Project London 
APRIL 
; eal Faith & Order - Forum on Bilateral Conversations Bossey (near Geneva) 
=> &§ CCIA - Conference on Disarmament Munich 
Zevorie (4 CCPD - An international workshop for 20 people to study 9 
the "Church and the Poor"' 
§ - ill CICARWS/ Europe Desk, PCR & CCIA - Second Romany Congress. Geneva 


A meeting to give opportunity for the Romany (Gipsy) people to 
discuss their particular problems and to petition the UN 
to take up their cause on discrimination against them. 


9 - 14 BOSSEY - Seminar with Pastors and Priests in French-speaking Bossey (near Geneva) 
Switzerland: "God's Fellow Workers" 


APRIL (Cont'd). 


9 - 16 Renewal & Congregational Life - An international workshop Crete 
of some 30 people to discuss "Worship" 
Wee Ve DFI ~ Preparation of Christian-Jewish Dialogue by sub-committee USA 


of Liaison Planning Committee in Harvard, Boston, USA: "Conditions 
of a Just Society in Jewish and Christian perspectives" 


is ~ 30 BOSSEY - Seminar on Orthodox Theology and Sprituality Bossey (near Geneva) 
16 - 21 Church & Society - Consultation on the Economics of the ? 
Ecologically and Technologically Sustainable Society 
? PTE - North American Planning Group ? 
MAY 
? Office of Education - Symposium "The Child in the World Bad Boll, FRG. 
omo rrow 
r= 4 WCC Week of Meetings (Staff) 
es Church & Society and BOSSEY - Ecumenical Concerns in Relation 
to Nuclear Energy 
8 - 11 Church & Society - Energy Advisory Group Geneva 
Veen 19 BOSSEY - Board meeting Bossey (near Geneva) 
17 - 20 CCPD - Evaluation meeting of present programmes ? 
ae ey DFI - Working Group Meeting Trinidad 
a =~ PCR - Commission meeting ? 
29 - 3 Jun. WOMEN - An international Consultation of 35 Women Seminarians ? 
"The Ecumenical Movement Today" 
? Communication - Meeting of E. European communicators rf 
May/June CCPD - Africa Strategy Consultation: "The Churches' participation ? 
in development in Africa" 
May/June Migration desk meeting with national correspondents ? 
JUNE 
Tihoeets p yl 7 Office of Education - Meeting of Regional Education Secretaries ? 
16 - 22 BOSSEY - Colloquium with African and Asian Theologians: "Indigenous 
Theology and the Universal Church" Bossey (near Geneva) 
24 - 8Jul BOSSEY - Course with Church Workers, Pastors, Priests, Members of Communities 
and others on: "Can the Church be Renewed ?" Bossey (near Geneva) 
if YOUTH - An international consultation with MECC of 50 people Cyprus 
to discuss: "Christian Youth in a troubled Society" 
29 - 6 Jul CCPD - Commission meeting Sofia 
JULY 
? Church & Society - Ethics and decision-making in Scientific ? 
Research and Technological Innovation 
hve 7 PTE - Consultation on Orthodox Theological Education in conjunc- 
tion with PTE Commission meeting Basel, Switzerland 
4 - 9 PTE - Commission meeting, combined with consultation on Basel, Switzerland 
Orthodox Theological Education 
Ww = 24 BOSSEY, YOUTH, PTE, WSCF - Course for students: "Christian Bossey (near Geneva) 
Vigilance and Solidarity on Six Continents" 
24 - 28 CICARWS - Commission meeting ? 
AUGUST 
7 - 14 YOUTH - National Youth Seminar in Asia on CANS Account ? 
of the Hope. " 
14 - 3) Faith & Order - The triennial meeting of the Plenary Bangalore, South India 


Commission 


iii 


AUGUST (Cont'd). 


25 - 28 Church & Society - Approaches to Science in Socialist 
countries 
29 - 2 Sep. Church & Society - Working Committee on Church and Society 
20 }.~ +31 PCR - Executive group meeting 
End August CCIA - Commission meeting 
30 - 5Sep. UNIT III - Joint meeting of the advisory committees of the 
four sub-units 
SEPTEMBER 
Early Sep. Church & Society - Consultation of Ecumenical Institutes 
in Europe 
Second Half OFI - An international meeting of 20 to 30 people to discuss 
"Humanity's relation to nature" 
18 - 22 WCC Executive Committee 
a - 29 BOSSEY - A Consultation for Tutors and Lecturers from 
Theological Faculties 
AUTUMN CICARWS - Ecumenical sharing of Resources Consultation 
OCTOBER 


30 - 3 Nov. WCC Week of meetings (Staff) 


NOVEMBER 
13 - #19 WOMEN - Consultation on inter-relatedness of Racism, 
Sexism and Classism 
5° = 30 Renewal and Congregational Life - Lay Centres Committee 
and Related events | 
DECEMBER 
29 - 31 WCC Executive Committee 
1979 
JANUARY 
1 - 1 WCC Central Committee 
Abbreviations 
CCIA Churches' Commission on International Affairs 
CCPD Churches' Commission on Participation in Development 
CEC Conference of European Churches 


CICARWS Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 


CMC Christian Medical Commission 

CWME Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 

DFI Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies 
PCR _Programme to Combat Racism 

PTE Programme for Theological Education 

WCC World Council of Churches 


WSCF World Student Christian Federation 


GDR, Erfurt 


GDR, Erfurt 


Geneva 


? 


N.Y., USA 


Utrecht, Netherlands 


Yaoundé, Cameroun 


Finland 


Bossey (near Geneva) 


? 


Switzerland and FRG 


Kingston - Jamaica 


Kingston - Jamaica 
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WCC ISSUE DISCUSSION PAPER 
ON SOUTH AFRICA 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches today released a discussion document 
to its 293 member churches, groups and individuals, which seeks to stimulate 
interest in and help to provide lines of action for developing policy toward 
South Africa following recent actions taken in that country. 


In a letter to recipients of the document, Dr. Baldwin Sjollema, of the WCC's 
Programme to Combat Racism (which compiled and issued the document), referring to 
the death of Steve Biko and the banning of 18 organizations and a number of indi- 
viduals last year, says: "Christians are bound to ask whether these latest measures 
are simply a further step in a policy of increasing repression or whether they 
represent a new and final stage for the apartheidregime, How do we interpret the 
facts, and how do we respond to them?” 


The paper entitled: "South Africa - what price?" presents some details regarding 

the South African situation and the apartheid laws and describes some of the principal 
effects of apartheid, These facts are all taken from authoritative published 

sources, The details, such as, for instance, that South Africa "hangs more people 

than the rest of the Western world put together" and "admits a high number of’ deaths 
in detention", go some way to explain why the South African Government's apartheid 
policy inspires such massive loathing and such desperate opposition, says the report. 


The paper points out however, that the situation it details represents South Africa 
before the massive 19 October clamp-down on organizations working for racial 
justice, Those bannings are seen as in line with the violent repression of ‘the 
Soweto peaceful demonstrations in July 1976. 


It is noted that South Africa's own "Financial Mail" said of the bannings that: 


"The pressure to eschew non-violence will grow. So too will the attractiveness of 
the communist alternative." 


What the South African government's actions have done, says the document, is to 
place a stark choice before the South African people and those outside the country 
who are determined to see apartheid and exploitation ended. That choice is between 
a peaceful or a violent change in society. 


In the section entitled: "A just struggle", the WCC's paper concludes that the 
continued struggle against apartheid is increasingly likely to be not only illegal 
in the government's eyes but violent as well. This will be as a result of the 
government not countenancing a negotiated and peaceful dismantling of apartheid 


and its adamant insistence that apartheid will be maintained with "however much 
violence is necessary", 


How then do we respond as Christians to this threat of violence? asks the paper. 
The position of the WCC that it does not"pass judgement on those victims of racism 
who are driven to violence as the only way left to them to redress grievances and 
so open the way for a new and more just order" is challenged as being insufficient, 


Can we claim to stand in solidarity with those who rebel for a just cause if we simply 
refuse to pass judgement on them", asks the paper, 


The churches are also asked to consider defining a "just rebellion", as many have 
supported the concept of a just war. 


(more) | 
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Another section of the report where, the paper says, understanding is essential, 
concerns the South African government's dependence on support from overseas, . 
Tables of foreign investment and South Africa's foreign debt are given and attention 
is drawn to the powerful, non-violent weapon, which remains unused: the ending 

of financial involvement in the government and the economy that practices apartheid, 


The third area that needs clear understanding, says the paper, concerns 

three new bills soon likely to be imposed upon anyone within or outside South 
Africa who is concerned, not necessarily to oppose apartheid, but even to give 
succour to its victims, The first of these, the Social Workers and Associated 
Professions Act, will virtually exclude the voluntary worker from any form of social 
work; the National Welfare Act, will "provide for registration of organizations 
rendering social welfare services... and for the investigation of activities of 
welfare organizations; and the third bill, The Fundraising Act , will appoint a 
Director of Donation Funds with powers to control the collection of any contributions 
to any organizations. If these bills become law they will seriously curtail the 
social work of the South African churches. As an appendix to the paper a brief 
description is given of the 18 organizations banned on 19 October. 


EPS 
DOLLAR DROP CREATES CRITICAL 
PROBLEMS FOR WCC FINANCES 
Geneva (EPS) - The spectacular drop in the value of the dollar, and in its wake, 


that of the deutsche markcarries with it a serious blow to the work of the 

World Council of Churches (WCC), The WCC's financial experts estimate that the 
budget for 1978 of some 30 million Swiss francs will have a deficit of around 

4,1 million Swiss francs (about 13,6 per cent) as a result of the depreciation of 
these two currencies, 


The WCC budget is financed by its 293 member churches situated mainly in the dollar, 
sterling anddeutsche mark zones, Churches in these areas pay their annual contribu- 
tions in these currencies, 


The Central Committee of the WCC adopted, last August, a reasonably balanced budget 
for 1978, Since that time the dollar has dropped 16 per cent and the deutsche mark 
7.9 per cent against the Swiss franc, 


The new financial crisis comes after the WCC had recovered from the crisis in 1976, 
At that time it was able to surmount its difficulties due to a substantial increase 
in annual contributions from its member churches, mainly those in North America 
and the Federal Republic of Germany, These churches provide more than half of the 
WCC's budget, For its part the WCC adopted measures to reduce to a minimum its 
operational expenses by leaving vacant a certain number of executive posts and in 
postponing new programmes, 


WCC leaders will present to the Executive Committee, when they meet in Zurich in 
February, a detailed analysis of the serious implications of the drop in the dollar 
value and the continuation of the WCC's work, They note that since 1970 devaluation 
against the Swiss franc (which is used to pay Salaries, cover working expenses 
and finance consultations) has been: for the dollar, 54 per cent, for the deutsche mark, 
20 per cent, and for the pound sterling, 60 per cent, 

EPS 
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TANZANIANS VISIT PAPUA 
NEW GUINEA 


Dar es Salaam (EPS) - Delegations of church people visiting countries other 

than their own are generally believed to involve developed to underedeveloped 

or vice-versa, but the Christian Council of Tanzania (CCT) has for some time been _ 
sending delegations to observe the activities of the churches and other related 
organizations in developing countries in the hope that new light might be brought 
to similar problems, 


Botswana, Kenya and Malawi were visited on three such tours but, last year, 
a more ambitious project took five Tanzanians, led by Mr. A.M, Kisare, to visit Papua 
New Guinea, a country which gained independence only in 1975, 


Papua New Guinea is a country of highly rugged terrain, creating difficulties for 
human settlement, but the group were able to visit many institutions that have been 
established by the church, Included among these were primary and secondary schools, 
teacher training colleges, theological colleges and hospitals, The delegation also 
found that the church controls 75 per cent of the education services and 40 per cent 
of the health services in the country, 


In Papua New Guinea where it is claimed some 90 per cent of the population are 
Christians, the churches also have an eye for ensuring their income, The Lutheran 
Church owns a cargo ship, for instance; the United Church has a warehouse, and the 
Alliance Transport Company is owned jointly by the Baptist, Anglican and Lutheran 
Churches, The rationale is that the churches need to be in a strong financial position 
to help the needy from within the country, 


The Tanzanian delegation reported that in the atmosphere of brotherhood and trust 

that pervaded the meetings with the PNG churches there were aspects of the churches 
development that were criticized, They noted too that the sociomeconomic and political 
forces operate in PNG under "democracy" (in the Western sense) and there is no 
mobilization of -the people, and no politicizations, 


"This tour, showed, once again, that such visits not only help understanding of common 
problems from a common stand but also help delegations to understand themselves 
better and remove them from a narrow view of themselves, Such visits can only be in 
the interests of better relations and understanding between the different peoples 
of the world" said Mr, Kisare, 
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AFRICA 
Africans participate in talks on Church and Jewish people........sseeeseee eee en cence sere eneenes 19 
OAU to support conference on refugees in Africa Next YOar.......eeee seers eceeneecneeecenenceeens 2] 
Women's concerns subject of WSCF CONFETENCES...... ccc cece eee e ence eee e teen eee e tee eeeeesesnes 26 
South-African Clamp-Down on Black Organizations.............. veces rete e eee es beeen eee ees Rm .2ns 29 
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ASIA 
Indians encouraged by ecumenical Support 1N EMELGENCY....... cececencccccccacvcscvencrceccssevess 26 
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WCC Launch appeal for Indiani Cyclone? Relies... «sce. asin s 20 en ciy s ls «40.sm es weld 6 0 cern epee eae oct eae 33 
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European Churches urge equal tuition for migrant children. . 5s. ..uces ous cons oe bs win cit ieee Notas 19 
Churches' human rights programme: drafted to support Helsinki act......0sue...cuuces ue o eeeeneees 21 
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CARIBBEAN 
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NORTH AMERICA 


Churches' human rights programme drafted to support Helsinki act......cccceccccecccucccecccecccce 2] 
PACIFIC 

Pacific conference in August to discuss development... ..... 05 suc elles «cule lyin ek alee Enea aoe nam 2) 
Countries 
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World YMCA hears Videla on morality, Gregorios on Reconciliation. ....e. 4.5 eee ee ee 2] 
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Australia's new uniting Church takes first steps to join ecumenical Kae aerate 4a gies gh sowie eee 19 


Haste on Australian uranium decision not justified yet 
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CHINA 

AUNT COLCSENUALEVES TCOTGIING fe UU Da ccvisnvns heveUasaesmnncuse nen aebetecancdedenanguanus 32 
CUBA 

ers SOCIeLy OF Christian Service meetS in Cuba... sca s «aca wee Wwe cane cu dase Mh u's a alae e's 24 

eeervoung Deople participate in Cuban’ Summer Camps... veaas cc ns t6's 0d ween sale avde espe acisie’s 24 

rs TS OEENOEE ITS t 1755 1 ONAPY ees MRCS. COMM. 5 «ois s Saeed cas 0 WG wslere edie «Gre dete bob oats weiss 26 
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Dayspring youth discover new life on O1d Ground....... ees ee cece cree eee e cere et eneee nee eenneeees 25 


Rhodesia's propaganda war backfireS........ cece cece cence erence neeeee ese erereeereseeeeeeeeseeens 27 
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Korean Christian Magazine ceases publication 
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WCG DELEGATION VISITS GUINEA-BISSAU 
AND CAPE VERDE 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches cooperates with government development 
and relief programmes in many areas of the world but generally through the local 
member churches or councils of churches. The cooperation enjoyed with the new 
countries of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde is unique in that there are no member 
churches in either country and cooperation is direct with the respective governments. 


It was a result of a governmental invitation, therefore, that a delegation of ten 
people, representing the WCC and a number of donor agencies, visited the two 
countries in December to see agricultural, educational, industrial and health 
projects where WCC financing is being used. 


Guinea-Bissau is a small country with limited natural resources, situated between 
Senegal and Guinea Konakry. On gaining independence from the Portuguese in 1975 
it found itself left with only reminders of the war and a legacy of military 
barracks. Cape Verde, ten small islands some 500 km from the West African coast, 
is in the Sahelian belt and is at present in its ninth year without measurable 
rainfall. Although escaping a war for its independence it too has been left 
without resources to fight a hostile environment of wind and ocean gales. 


World Council of Churches involvement with these two countries began with grants 
from the Special Fund of the Programme to Combat Racism to the PAIGC party 

when they were fighting the war of independence against Portugal. When independence 
was declared the WCC was among the first international organizations to offer 

aid and to be offered projects to fund by the new governments. 


Agriculture has been given the highest priority by both governments and the two 
projects which indicate WCC involvement in this area are the rice project at 
Contuboel, Guinea-Bissau, and the Santa Cruz valley agricultural development on 
the island of Santiago, Cape Verde. 


The research and development project in Contuboel, some 200 km inland from Bissau, 
is regarded by government and peasants as most important. For the government 
because of the role it is playing in developingnew strains of rice to fit into the 
climatic pattern of the country; for the peasants because they are now able to 
grow enough food to feed themselves through the year. 


The Contuboel project is divided into two areas by the road'to the village. 

On the left side lie the experimental plots where workers and technicians are 
striving to develop a strain of rice which can be harvested in 90 instead of the 
more normal 159 days. On the right hand side of the road peasants farm their 
Plots on a family basis with seed supplied from the experimental side. In its 
first year the ideas generated by the experiments proved themselves. Twelve 
families from the 300 participating in the project decided to try, contrary 


to all custom, a dry season crop. These were the only families to avoid 
hunger throughout the year. 


Cape Verde is a land in strong contrast to Guinea-Bissau. With its lack of 
rainfall the people are being obliged to develop their agriculture in the valleys 
where it is still possible to tap the water-table and where precipitation 

from the hills brings some relief to the parched earth. Because of this peculiar 
situation root crops such as potatoes, carrots, onions, and Angolan beans form 
the basis of this development. On the occasion of the delegation's visit seed 
potatoes, supplied by the WCC, were being planted, 


(more) 
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Surrounded as it is by sea,one source of food, fish, is also high on the list 
of government priorities. Buildings in whichto dry and smoke fish are now being 
built. When completed and put into operation they will ensure a regular 

supply of fish even when the sea igs too rough for fresh fish to be caught. 


Both countries face many problems in their drive toward development but Cape 
Verde must be singled out in one particular area. Because of its isolation 
because of the large emigration - there are more Cape Verdians in the USA ’ 

than on the islands themselves — because of the drought, the wind, and the 
generally hostile environment, there is a much higher rate of psychiatric illness 
on the islands than in most other parts of the world. 


The Cape Verde authorities are tackling this problem, although they have only one 
qualified psychiatrist, by initiating a project to build a psychiatric village 
some five kilometers outside of Praia, the largest town on the island. The idea 
is not to hospitalize the patients but to reintegrate them into the skills of 

an agricultural society. Rehabilitation and health education are the two 


guiding principles for the project. The WCC has been asked to cooperate in this 
venture. 


The level of development in both countries is very basic, beginning from stage 
one after independence, but the devotion, skill, commitment and capability of all 
who spoke or attended on the delegation bodes well for the future and churches 
can have confidence that in these two countries their money is being well spent 
and well managed, and is bringing real benefit to those who need it most. 

EPS 
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CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
CREATED IN MOROCCO 


Casablanca (EPS) - The Council of Christian Churches of Morocco will meet for the 
first time on 5 February at a church here in Casablanca. In announcing this news, 
Rev. G.R. Schmid, President of the Evangelical Church of Morocco, who will be the 
host for the meeting, said that it would be more precise to call it a Council of 

the Christian Community, comprising the Roman Catholic Church, the Greek and Russian 
Orthodox Churches, the Anglican Church and the Evangelical Church of Morocco. 

Two representatives of each of these confessions will constitute the Council. 


This last church took the initiative in approaching in October 1976, the Roman 
Catholic diocesan pastoral council with the idea of creating an inter- ecclesiastical 
consultative organ.A preparatorycommission was then constituted. "This was formed from 
representatives of the five Churches who, for some years, have experienced ecumenism, 
‘in truth and depth"said Mr. Schmid. 


It was a result of the positive conclusions of that commission that the authorization 
to create the council was agreed by the Secretariat for Christian Unity in Rome 

and the Anglican Church Council in London, the Orthodox Patriarchate in Alexandria 
and the Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow. 


"The task of the council will be to look at all the problems which interest the life 
of the Christian community in Morocco" said Mr. Schmid. He proposed that the council 
might also reflect on and elaborate the contents of the Christian message on the 
occasion of the great Christian festivals and to look at the trends and options that 


are seen in the different confessions. 
EPS 
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHES REPORT ON 
POLITICAL IMPRISONMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA 


London (EPS) - An open letter to the Christians of South Africa from the 

Rev. Paul Oestreicher, chairman of the British Section of Amnesty International, 
accompanies Amnesty International's latest publication "Political Imprisonment 
in Soutt Africa’. 


Mr. Oestreicher, who recently paid a lengthy visit to South Africa, says in 

the letter: "I am acutely aware that addressing you from a position of security 
may appear insensitive, if not impertinent. I have been told, when pleading 

for the release of political prisoners in Eastern Europe - told by Christians 
there as well as by communists - ' mind your own business’. If that is your 
reaction, I shall not resent it. Yet if the Gospel is true, I would be unfaithful, 
were I not to regard my tortured and unjustly imprisoned brothers and sisters 
everywhere in the world as very much my business." 


Amesty's South African report follows similar publications on the USSR, 

the Philippines, Argentina, and Indonesia. The 108 page report was released to 
coincide with the start of the organization's worldwide campaign for the release 
of prisoners of conscience, the repeal of discriminatory legislation and the end 
to torture in South Africa. 


The report, while condeming detention without trial; political imprisonment; 
"banning", and torture, makes no recommendations to the South African government. 
It states: "Certainly, material improvements are desperately required in many 
areas to protect prisoners from physical ill-treatment, but Amnesty International 
believes that no reforms in the present structure will be sufficiently far-rea- 
ching to remove the causes of political imprisonment unless the whole system 

of apartheid is dismantled." 


Mr. Oestreicher's letter states that the document does little more than gather 
together facts “with which you are already broadly familiar." He expresses the 
hope that for Christians in South Africa the publication will help both them 

and their churches in their work and witness for a new and radically different 
South Africa, "The English-speaking churches have made many admirable statements 
rejecting the ideology of apartheid. Yet it is widely recognized that they present 
no serious challenge to the continuance of the tyrannous exercise of white 

power", says the letter. 


"Amnesty's report is no anti-South African document", goes on Mr. Oestreicher. 
"Quite the opposite", he says.But it is "an attempt to stand alongside those 
who suffer because, in St. Paul's words, they are not prepared to be overcome 
by evil, but are determined to conquer evil with goodness." 


Meanwhile in Namibia a recently published booklet entitled "Torture - a cancer 

in our society", has been declared "undesirable" in South Africa by a committee 
appointed in terms of the publications act of 1974. An enquiry at the Administrator 
General's office revealed that the decision to "ban" the publication holds good 

for both South West Africa/Namibia as well and that the Administrator General has 
no say over the decisions of the South African department of the interior. 


W ° ° 

This action on the part of the South African authorities constitutes a deliberate 
cover-up of the truth about torture in South West Africa/Namibia" 
from the country. 


have been told tha 


p » says a report 
In the past people who have made allegations about torture 

t there is no proof of this. Thus, more than two-thirds of the 
booklet consisted of sworn statements by people who have suffered torture in the 
past; the South African government responded with a banning order, which included 
the suppression of the records of a court which is open to the public." 


EPS 
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PROPOSED COMMUNION BY TELEVISION 
RUNS INTO TROUBLE 


London (EPS) - Can Christians who are housebound join in receiving holy 
communion via their television screens ? The idea apparently has the backing 

of the bishops of the Swedish Lutheran Church, and a television programme in that 
country has put it into practice. But in Britain Church leaders and theologians 
seem very doubtful whether this is something that can be done. 


One of the commercial television companies, Southern Television, recently consi- 
dered following the Swedish example and inviting viewers to place bread 

and wine by their television sets to be consecrated by, as it were, remote 
control. But it has now decided that the difficulties and dangers are too great. 


"I cannot see any possible way by which you can consecrate by remote control," 
said Stephen Wade, Southern Television's head of religious programmes. Such 

an attempt at an electronic eucharist would, he discovered, flout at least nine 
of the Church of England's canons, while there would be no safeguard against 
abuse - for example by those who dabble in black magic. 


Instead, what Mr. Wade now has in mind is inviting those watching a celebration 
of the eucharist on television to join in by making what Roman Catholics used to 
call a spiritual communion. This would be along the lines of an instruction to be 
found in the Book of Common Prayer at the end of the service of communion of the 
sick. 


If someone does not for some good reason receive the sacrament, the instruction 
states that "the Curate shall instruct him, that if he do truly repent him of his 
sins, and steadfastly believe that Jesus Christ hath suffered death upon the 
Cross for him, and shed his Blood for his redemption, earnestly remembering the 
benefits he hath thereby, and giving him:‘hearty thanks therefore, he doth eat 
and drink the Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ profitably to his Soul's 
health, although he do not receive the Sacrament with his mouth." 


While there has as yet been no attempt in Britain to stage a televised eucharist 
with the celebrant purporting to consecrate bread and wine in viewers' homes, 
there haye been one or two examples of what might be termed a broadcast agape. 
The Bishop of Bradford, the Rt. Rev. Ross Hook, invited listeners to a local 
radio station on Christmas Eve to share with him in a religious meditation by 
breaking bread and drinking water in their homes. 


And on New Year's Day in Scotland listeners to a service broadcast from a Glasgow 
church were invited by the minister, the Rev. David Graham, to join in the feast. 
"Some of you may have wine as well as bread in the house, or some of you may make 
a cup of tea,” he said. "Sit down with us round the table of the Lord, and what 
you eat and drink may make you remember him." Mr. Graham explained beforehand 
that he would certainly not be implying that he was consecrating the bread 

and wine over the air. 


The whole question is on the agenda of the Central Religious Advisory Committee (CRAC), 
which advises both the BBC and the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA). CRAC 

has begun discussion of the issue and has seen the Swedish television programme, and it 
is expected to take the matter up again when it next meets in April. The general 
impression in Britain however, is that this is something the Churches will treat 

very warily and suspiciously. Many theologians see any attempt at consecration by 
remote control as trying to reduce the sacrament to the level of magic. A common view 
is that someone taking part in a televised eucharist by watching it on the screen 

at home can only take part to the same extent that he or she can take part in, say, 

a state banquet by watching that on television. There is thus a distinction between 

an observer and a participant. 
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Indeed, the personal view of the Bishop of St. Albans the Rt. Rev. Robert 
Runcie, who is chairman of CRAC, is that communion means people coming together 
not in an abstract but in a concrete way. Communion via the television set 
would in his view be parallel to White South Africans claiming they were 

united in holy communion with their Black brethren despite the two groups 
celebrating the eucharist separately in separate buildings. 


Meanwhile those involved in religious television are concerned to do more to 

meet the needs of those who are too old and frail or too ill to go to church 

and for whom the church, as mediated by televised services ~- the "church in the 
box'' - has become an essential lifeline. It is becoming clear, however, that 

this service cannot be done by pretending that television does not distance 

people from one another and isolate them as well as helping to bring them together. 


Indeed, the Eucharist seems to be the point where Marshall McLuhan's idea 
of the global village linked by electronic media breaks down. There can be 
no substitute for direct, personal, face-to-face contact. 


EPS 
CANTERBURY APPEALS AGAIN FOR 
INTERCOMMUNION WITH RCs 
London (EPS) - A renewed appeal for a measure of officially sanctioned 


intercommunion between Roman Catholics and Anglicans has been made by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury , Dr. Donald Coggan. Preaching in Westminster 
Cathedral yesterday the last day of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 
Dr. Coggan suggested that the reason why the impact Christians made on the 
world was "pathetically feeble" was that they were divided at the deepest 
point of unity, the sacrament of Christ's body and blood. 


Yet intercommunion took place. "Throughout the world," said Dr. Coggan, "men 

and women, ordained and lay, in both our communions,.are refusing to continue 

in disunity, in what Christ intended to be the sacrament of unity - Roman 
Catholics receiving at Anglican hands the tokens of Christ's passion and vice 
versa. I haye-seen this happen, and taken part in it, and been deeply moved by it, 
in Australasia and in other places beyond these islands. 


" Order within the church matters, and encouragement must not be given to the 


breaking of rules. But I ask: Is the holy spirit speaking to the leadership of 


our churches through the voice of people who see, with a clarity sometimes hidden 


from our eyes, the scandal of disunity ?" 


Dr. Coggan's first appeal for intercommunion between Roman Catholics and Anglicans 
came during his visit to the Pope last April, when in a sermon at the American Epis 
copal (Anglican) Church in Rome he asked: "Has not the time now arrived when we 
have reached such a measure of agreement on so many of the fundamentals of the 
gospel that a relationship of shared communion can be encouraged by the leadership 
of both our churches ?" He suggested then that’ joint evangelization would be 
seriously weakened without this, and he pointed out that intercommunion was alread 


happening without waiting for official sanction and indeed sometimes with local 
official sanction. 


It was the second time an Archbishop of Canterbury has preached in Westminster 
Cathedral. Ten years ago Dr. Coggan's predecessor, Dr. Michael Ramsey, gave 
a sermons during Unity Week in January, 1968. 


In a brief address of welcome, Cardinal George Basil Hume, Archbishop of Westminst 
compared the relationship between their two churches to that between himself 

ial . e ° 
and Dr. Coggan - "good friends, united by baptism, secure in our following of the 
Lord, but aware of sincere and conscientious differences." 


EPS 


No. 3 - January 26, 1978 
SWEDEN INVESTS IN THE EDCS 


Stockholm (EPS) - When the Church of Sweden Mission last year decided to 
invest some 750,000 Swedish Kroner (US $ 160,000 approx) in the Ecumenical 
Development Cooperative Society (EDCS) a storm of protests was heard. It was 
felt that it would not be in keeping with good stewardship to invest the 
church's money in a monetary institution where it would, perhaps be less safe 
than in a bank in Sweden. About 10 per cent of the total clergy of the Church 
of Sweden voiced this concern. 

Now, a group of Christians belonging to the Avesta parish group in central 
Sweden has decided to invest money in the society. The EDCS is an investment 
agency of the churches which channels low interest loans to small, basic type 
projects. 


The opposition to the society, evident last year in Sweden, now seems to have 
abated says a report from the Church of Sweden news. It adds: In addition to 

the action taken by the Avesta group, the Swedish Ecumenical Council, the Swedish 
Mission Council, the Swedish Christian Youth Council and the steering committee 
for the Ecumenical Development week in Sweden have formed an organization which 
will support the work and actions of the cooperative development society. 


The EDCS has recently made its first grant reports. Its first loans include 
an agricultural project in South America, a building project in Asia and 
a bakery which caters to Caribbean refugees in a slum area in England. 


The EDCS is managed by a group of persons with long professional experience 
of banking. While there are some risks attached to its activities, it should 
be noted that the society is professionally managed and organized in harmony 
with normal banking practice. 

EPS 


NEW BISHOP SUFFRAGAN FOR NAMIBIA 
CONSECRATED IN LONDON 


London (EPS) - The Rt. Rev. James Kauluma was consecrated Suffragan Bishop of 
Damaraland (Namibia) in a ceremony in Westminster Abbey last week. The ceremony 
was attended by three Anglican Bishops who had been expelled from South Africa 
because of their anti-apartheid stand. The new Suffragan will act as deputy 

to the Rt. Rev. Colin Winter, Bishop-in-exile, who retains full episcopal 
oversight. Sharing in the consecration ceremony was Bishop Winter's predecessor, 
Dr. Robert Mize, an American Episcopalian, and the Rt. Rev. Richard Wood, who 
after being expelled resigned to make room for his African successor. 


The consecration was the first time an overseas bishop of a fully autonomous 
church within the Anglican communion had been consecrated at Westminister 
Abbey's high altar. 


The sermon at the consecration was given by Rt. Rey. Trevor Huddleston, who 
was also in trouble with the South African government thirty years ago when 
working in Johannesburg. Bishop Huddleston spoke of the Namibian Church as a 
persecuted church,reflecting the pain and sorrows, the conflicts and perplexi- 
ties, the privations and injuries of a people still fighting for human rights 
and nationhood. 

EPS 
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ECUMENISM 
SUPPORTED IN CONNECTICUT 
Hartford (EPS) - A pastoral letter signed by 14 top church leaders has been 


released by the board of directors of the Christian Conference of Connecticut 
in cooperation with the Commission on Christian Unity. 


Extending the theme of the 1978 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, "No longer 
Strangers", the letter said that this is an "apt description of the relation- 
ships that exist among the Christian churches and communities of Connecticut". 


The Christian Conference of Connecticut (Chriscon) is a two year-old state- 
wide ecumenical organization representing 1,500 individual congregations 

and nearly 2.5 million church members. The document is intended as a resource 
paper to stimulate study and dialogue during the coming year. 


The letter declared that ecumenism "is not a fad that has seen its, day" and it 
called on the state's Christians to pray, work and live together "as part of the 
one household of God". 


The churchmen pledged themselves to "labour to remove those church disciplines 
or regulations which do not serve a Gospel purpose," and to "strive to know 
each other better and to speak and act the truth in love." 


The denominations signing the document include the African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church, the American Baptist Church, the Episcopal Church, the Lutheran 
Church in America, the Roman Catholic Church, the Salvation Army, the United 
Church of Christ, the United Methodist Church and the United Presbyterian 
Church. 


Acknowledging that the "novelty of the enthusiastic mid-sixties has waned" 

with respect to ecumenism, the letter said there is now an "at-homeness" 

among those of different denominations, ''Today we often pray together and 
exchange pulpits. We join in sponsoring low income housing. Scores of bi-lateral 
dialogues...are in process. In truth, we are 'no longer strangers'.” 


"But we are not completely one in the peace of Christ"the letter said, "barriers 
still exist in our hearts and in our institutions". 


The letter made a special plea to those in mixed Christian marriages, stating 
that they have "great spiritual possibilities" to demonstrate "true Spirit- 
filled ecumenism" in their homes and at their tables. "We ask you to accept 


this challenge as part of the movement of the Holy Spirit to draw us together 
in’ Christ. 


In addition the letter asserted, "with our pastors and those who hold leadership 
positions in Christian assemblies we share the belief that Christian unity must 
be built upon the solid rock of the local community... Thus we encourage you 


to continue to intitiate all possible means of collaboration with other Christian 
communities", 


In calling for joint prayer, the letter encouraged common worship services, 
except those which include the sacrament of the Eucharist, and the further 
study of "models for common worship that abound and lead us in the growing 
practice of praying together". 

EPS 
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NEW APPOINTMENTS AT 
WCC 
Geneva (EPS) - Since the lst January 1978 Emanuel van der Burg has been the new 


associate director of the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey, a newly-created post. 
Mr. van der Burg (43) comes from the Netherlands and has worked for the last 11 
years at the Netherlands National Centre for the youth of the Reformed Churches 
in the Netherlands. Prior to that appointment he was responsible for Public 
Relations in various companies in his country. 


Gwendoline Mary Cashmore (47) has been, since the beginning of 1978, Secretary 
for Relationships in Mission in the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 
(CWME). Ms. Cashmore served for 16 years in teaching posts in Uganda and two 
years in Pakistan. Since 1973 she has been Education Secretary, Community and 
Race Relations Unit of the British Council of Churches. 


Agnes Reginna Nurei Chepkwony, originally from Kenya, is 27 years of age and has 
been appointed as Associate Youth Coordinator. After studying education at the 
University of Nairobi Ms. Chepkwony worked for a time on the East African ecumenical 
newspapers Target and Lengo. She was studying in the department of Mission History 
in the University of Uppsala before joining the WCC. In Kenya Ms. Chepkwony was 
active in University affairs and participated in a series of national and interna- 
tional youth conferences. 


Victor Hsu (28) and Eric Heinz Weingartner (35) are two new executive secreta- 
ries in the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA). Mr. Hsu 
has been consultant to the liaison office for the CCIA and the National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the United States (NCCC) at the United Nations, New York, 
and was in charge of relations with the United Nations and other international 
organizations. Mr. Weingartner has from 1975-77 directed international projects 
for IDOC (International Documentation on the Contemporary Church) in Rome, and 
with the CCIA will be in charge of human rights and publications. 


Dwain Epps, who has been in charge of human rights questions has been transferred, 
for 18 months, to the CCIA/NCCC liaison office with the UN, in New York. 


Isobel Mary Maclellan (37), who is Scottish, has been appointed as director of the 
radio service of the WCC. She succeeds the Rev. Michael de Vries. Ms. Maclellan 
was a producer for Radio Voice of the Gospel in Ethiopia from 1973 to 1976 

after having worked in Madras, India, with the Christian Arts and Communications 
Service, producing English language radio programmes and training staff for the 
centre. 


Priscilla F. Padolina (52), is from the Philippines and is responsible for the 
programme in the Women's unit 'Women in rural development". In various appointments 
between 1958 and 1967 in the Philippines and Malaysia mainly with the United Methodist 
Church,she gained valuable experience in rural development. Since 1969 she has held 
various responsibilities in the World YWCA. 


Jacques Matthey (32) has been appointed to the Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism (CWME) as executive secretary in charge of preparations for the World 
Mission Conference to be held in 1980. Since 1972 he has been on the editorial staff 
of "Third World Information Service" in Berne, Switzerland, a documentation 

and information service concermed with the problems of world development. He has 
been associated with various activities of the WCC. 


(more) 
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Constance Fern Parvey (48) will be responsible, in the department Faith and Order 
for the new study programme; "The Community of Women and Men in the Church". This is 
the first time that a woman has been appointed to an executive post in this theolo- 
gical department of the WCC. Ms. Harvey's professional career has covered many areas 
since 1953 but from 1972 until her present appointment she has been an Associate 
Pastor at the University Lutheran Church and Lutheran Chaplain at Harvard and MIT, 
Boston. 


Wolfgang Robert Schmidt (44) has been appointed as Secretary of the Ecumenical 
Development Fund in the Commission of the Churches on Participation in Development — 
(CCPD). He was for seven years responsible for Asian projects in the German aid 
agency, "Brot fur die Welt". Before that he was a minister in Darmstadt with 
responsibilities for mission and ecumenical work. 


Jean Stromberg (39) has been since mid-November the assistant-editor of the 
"Tnhternational Review of Mission", the quarterly review of the Commission on 

World Mission and Evangelism (CWME). For the last four years she has been teaching 
journalism, sociology and various aspects of communication in a private institution 
in Geneva. Before that she was a teacher in her own country, the United States. 

She succeeds Ruth Sovik who worked on the review from 1973 and who has now 


assumed the function of Associate Director of CWME in succession to Robbins Strong, 
who has retired. 


EPS 


TRANSKEI BANS METHODIST CHURCH OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 


Johannesburg (EPS) - The Transkei government has announced that it is to ban 
the Methodist Church of South Africa in the Transkei. The announcement was made at 


a press conference by Transkei's Prime Minister, Chief Kaiser Matanzima, says the 
South African Press Association. 


Allegations were made at the press conference that the Methodist Church took 
instructions from the World Council of Churches, which openly opposed independence 
of the Transkei, and that some of the clergy in the Transkei were also opposed 

to the independence of that territory. 


An additional objection was that the Methodist conference, in October last year, 
decided to discontinue sending messages of goodwill to the South African head of 


state because it would then also have to send greetings to the Transkei head of 
state, 


According to Chief Matanzima, the Transkei cabinet has decided that an act will be 
passed banning the Methodist Church of South Africa and that a further act will 
be passed to establish the Methodist Church of the Transkei which would have circuits 


in that territory and in South African work centres where there are Transkei 
citizens. 


The Acting General Secretary of the South African Council of Churches, Mr. John Rees, 
responding to the Transkei action, expressed shock at the announcement and totally 
rejected the reasons for the step as the Transkeian government did not consult 

in depth with the national leadership of the Methodist Church of South Africa. 

The move by the Transkei can only bring about a rupture of the fellowship within 
Methodism specifically and the church as a whole in South Africa", said Mr. Rees. 


The SACC statement also called on the Transkeian government to reconsider its 


decision and to resolve any problems it may have with the national leadership and 
the Methodist Church of South Africa. 
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Owing to the extended drought the Cape Verdian government have bought 
the country's herds in order to keep them alive. 

The dry, parched land, home of the Cape Verdian. 

An emergency road and wall-building programme is in action to give 

a measure of employment to the country people. 

The Santa Cruz valley agricultural potato - planting project 

The arid hills and fertile valleys where underground water brings 
life. 
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WORLD CONFERENCE ON FAITH, SCIENCE 
AND FUTURE PLANNED BY WCC AT MIT 


Cambridge, Mass. (EPS) - A world conference bringing together scientists 

and theologians to explore the use of science and technology as tranforming 
forces in the service of humanity and for justice and peace will take place at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology under auspices of the World Council 
of Churches 12-24 July, 1979. 


Final agreement for the holding of the event at MIT was reached here by 
officials for the Institute andthe World Council of Churches. 


Entitled "World Conference on Faith, Science and the Future," the conference 


will be attended by some 500 scientists and theologians from around the world. 
They are to "look for the meaning of faith in a world in which science and 
technology are transforming forces that both liberate and destroy persons 

and human values," an announcement declares. 


The conference will be the. largest WCC event in North America in 25 years or 
since the world church organization held its second assembly in Evanston, 
Eh inore, 101954 


Dr. David Rose, professor of nuclear engineering at MIT and one of the main 
architects of the conference, together with Dr. Paul Abrecht, director of the 
WCC's Church and Society section in Geneva, said the need for in-depth discussions 
bringing theology and technology together "reflects a growing recognition that 
problems of finding alternate sources of energy, feeding the world's people, 
conserving resources and protecting the environment must be top priority for 

all. These problems are acting as a catalyst bringing together people of conscience 
in all disciplines to tackle the need jointly." 


Dr. Abrecht pointed out that regional conferences in other countries will precede 
the MIT gathering. Their results will be reported to the world meeting. 


The MIT conference and the preparatory meetings are part of the WCC programme 
emphasis: "Toward a Just, Participatory and Sustainable Society," which was 
mandated by the WCC's 5th Assembly at Nairobi in December, 1975, in the convic- 
tion that "Christianity must challenge many of the assumptions underlying 
modern technological advances,'"' Dr. Abrecht said. 


The nucleus group which made the arrangement with MIT officials was chaired 
by Professor Roger Shinn of Union Theological Seminary, New York, and 


includes: Dr. Shen Arungu-Olende of the UN Centre for National Resources, 
Energy and Transport; Professor James Ham 


Dr. William H. Lazareth of the Lutheran 
Methodist Bishop Roy C. Nichols of Pitts 
Anglican primate of Canada, moderator of 
Committee; The Rev. Donald Anderson, Gene 
Churches; Professor Charles Hall of Beave 


Miller of the North American Baptist Conv 
Pennsylvania; 


» President, University of Toronto; | 
Church in America, New York; United 
burgh; Archbishop Edward Scott, 
the WCC's policy-making Central 

ral Secretary, Canadian Council of 
r College, Pennsylvania; Elizabeth 


ention headquarters in Valley Forge, 


Father Paul Schneirla of the Antioch Orthodox Church of 
America; Professor Rose and Dr. Abrecht. 


It was emphasized by the nucleus 
serious effort to reintegrate the 
and religious aspects that have be 
disciplinary approaches. 
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CHURCHES SUPPORT BOLIVIAN 
STRIKERS DEMANDS. 


La Paz (EPS) - A victory for human rights was how the participants and 
supporters of the Bolivian hunger strike described the capitulation of 
President Hugo Banzer to the demands of 1383 people who took part in 

a hunger strike throughout Bolivia recently, in particular the unrestricted 
amnesty for political prisoners and exiles. 


The strike was sparked-off by a pre-Christmas partial amnesty for political 
exiles. Relatives of some of the people excluded from the decree began 

a hunger strike in the office of the Archbishop of La Paz near Government 
Palace - their example was quickly copied in other parts of the city 

and in other Bolivian towns. 


The government's subsequent show of force only went to increase the strikers 
demands to include a political amnesty without restrictions, the withdrawal 
of soldiers from mining towns, permission to conduct full union activity 
and the reinstatement of dismissed miners. Most of the demands have now 


-been accepted by the government, and a commission has been set-up to negotiate 


the outstanding questions. 


The strong church-sponsored Permanent Assembly for Human Rights, presided 
over by Bolivian ex-President Adolfo Siles Salinas, who also took part 

in the hunger strike, was heavily engaged in providing juridical, moral 
and pastoral support to the men and women in various church parishes 

and buildings throughout the country. 


The Methodist Church of Bolivia, a member of the World Council of Churches 
and of the Permanent Assembly for Human Rights, fully backed the demands 
of the hunger strikers asking for a general and unconditional amnesty. 


The church's annual assembly, which met during the period of the strike, 


called on the government to provide an immediate and favourable solution 
to the demands. 


The church also requested the WCC to alert member churches about the 
situation and to ask them to make public statements expressing profound 
concern in the light of "the intransigence and insensitivity of the 
government." 


The Churches were also engaged in the dialogue between strikers and 
government. In addition, three international church observers flew 

from the USA at the request of the local churches. They were Fr. Alan 
McCoy representing the US Catholic Conference, Rev. Wilson Boots, 
representing the World Council of Churches and the National Council of 
Churches USA, and Sister Jo Marie Griesgarben of the Washington Office 

on Latin America. These observers reported that they were impressed 

by the moral stamina and the courage of the strikers and their supporters 
and the struggle for human rights in Bolivia. 


The representatives also reported that the Christian churches had played 
a critical role in the struggle and that the statement from the Primate 
of Bolivia, Cardinal Maurer, underlined the importance of this non-violent 
movement that supports fundamental values for all humanity. "For the first 
time in the history of Bolivia and perhaps for humanity we have seen the 
phenomenon of so many persons who sacrifice themselves in defence of their 
fellow humans who are in need of justice, liberty and employment", said 
the Cardinal's statement. 

EPS 
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PHILIPPINE PRISONERS WRITE 
TO THE WCC 
Geneva (EPS) - Some 60 political prisoners from the Bicutan Rehabilitation 


Centre in the Philippines have written to the World Council of Churches 
following the cable sent by WCC General Secretary Philip Potter to President 
Marcos in September last year. 


The writers' express their deepest thanks to the WCC for the concern revealed in 
the cable which referred to the continued detention on political grounds, 
to torture and to the suppression of people's movements. 


"The struggle of Filipino political prisoners and of the masses of poor 

and exploited have won certain victories only because of unreleting militancy, 
and because international organizations such as the WCC and others concerned 
with human rights, freedom and justice have not fallen short of timely and 
full-hearted support to us", says the letter. 


But the writers go on to say that the struggle has hardly been won and despite 
exposure in the world press torture and other human rights violations still 

go on against political prisoners. The letter also draws attention to "the inci- 
dence of summary executions where no witnesses attend the arrest of political 
suspects" and that "more people - family breadwinners, mothers with small children, 
youths, intellectuals and former political prisoners have been arrested and 
imprisoned lately on political grounds." 


The letter also draws attention to the "show" of another "referendum" last 
December. This has achieved "a further consolidation of his (President Marcos) 
absolute power by taking the positions both of President and Prime Minister 

in a 'transition government', With martial law authority thus reinforced, we are 
afraid we have gone much further away from attaining national freedom 

and democracy." 


Again in reference to the referendum the letter concludes: "This development 
merely intensifies the intense desire and determination of the people to win 
their freedom, We therefore ask you to spread among the freedom-loving peoples 
of the world our appeal for a sustained campaign to restore human rights 

and fundamental freedoms of the people in our country. Through our concerted 
efforts, we shall surely achieve final victory." 


EPS 
PROFESSOR THOMAS TORRANCE 
WINS 1978 TEMPLETON AWARD 
London (EPS) - Professor Thomas Torrance of Edinburgh, Scotland, has been 


awarded the Templeton Foundation Prize for Progress in Religion. 


Professor Torrance, a former Moderator of the Church of Scotland, is Professor 
of Christian Dogmatics at the University of Edinburgh and New College, Edinburgh. 
He is President of the International Academy of Religion and Science. 


In announcing the £50 ,000 annual Prize the Foundation said, "Professor Torrance 
has pioneered and influenced the new field of Theology of Science especially 
through his books such as "Space, Time and Incarnation", 


for the union of science a eheet ee rao teinee SAUgU oe eRatgaab age 
; an eo ithi 
said the Foundation. ogy within the framework of those concepts, 


ie Templeton Foundation set up the Award to call attention to and provide 
; pene Ss of ideas, insights, actions and accomplishments which have been 
* may be instrumental in widening man's knowledge and love of God. 
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NO PROSPECT FOR IMMEDIATE INTERCOMMUNION 
CARDINAL TELLS ANGLICAN SYNOD 


London (EPS) - No prospect of immediate officially sanctioned intercommunion 
between Roman Catholics and Anglicans, as asked for last week by the Archbishop 
of Canterburry, Dr. Donald Coggan; a warming about the effect of the ordination 
of women on future relations; an endorsement of the Malta reports’ proposal of 
coming together in stages, and the assumption that unity could be achieved but 
would mean a great deal of hard work and plain speaking by both sides( these were 
the salient points of the address Cardinal George Basil Hume, Archbishop of 
Westminster, gave to the General Synod of the Church of England (Wednesday, 


1 February) ,the first Cardinal and the second Roman Catholic Bishop to address 
this body. 


Pointing out that he was speaking in his own name and not as an emissary from 
the Holy See or as a representative of the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference, 
Cardinal Hume stressed the scandal of a divided Christianity and the increased 
urgency about the situation in Britain where "we see in a special manner both 
man's need for God and society's need for a Christian witness, a prophetic 
voice that is clear, consistent and courageous.’ 


The Cardinal referred to four particular issues: human dignity, race relations, 
pornography, and disarmament."Whatever diminishes, enslaves or negates man is 

an offence against human dignity," he said. "It is also a kind of blasphemy 
against God" - because man was made in the image of God and because through 

the incarnation humankind was endowed with a divine dignity. But was the prophetic 
Christian voice being raised against affronts to human dignity ? "Everyone finds 
it easier to discover and condemn infringements of human rights in other 
countries," he went on. "Recent events would surely suggest that we in Britain 
must not be unduly complacent about our own record in this respect." 


On race relations he said it was not hard to see signs of racial tension, while 
the argument over immigration became increasingly divisive "He feared that a 
polarization of attitudes might prevent a calm and reasonable assessment of 
the problem being made and just solutions being found. 


On pornography, he called for the vigorous expression of a united Christian concern 
about the increasing use of children for pornographic purposes - which he described 


as "this commercial practice which all decent people must surely regard with horror 
and contempt." 


On disarmament, he suggested that Christians were not yet as stirred as they had 
been by the problem of global hunger by "the fact that as a world family we 

spend the almost unbelievable sum of 350 billion dollars each year on the military 
for research, equipment,and personnel.'' While the power of political action lay 
elsewhere, "surely we in all the Christian churches have a part to play in creating 
a climate for a different kind of world." 


Turning to relations between the Anglican and Roman Catholic churches, he called 
for the authorities of both churches soon to undertake the task of evaluating 

the conclusions reached by the Anglican/Roman Catholic international commission. 
Offering some personal reflections on ARCIC's work, he felt that behind the 
questions of the eucharist, ministry and authority lay a theology of the church, 

a theology that still needed to be considered and completed. "I would further 
suggest that issues concerning the eucharist and those connected with the ordained 
ministry will not be finally and satisfactorily resolved until such time as there 
is agreement on the nature of the church." he added. 


(more) 
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"we are already in partial communion with one another ," he went on. "We have not 
yet achieved full communion, which must be the ultimate aim of our work. 

We do not yet know what diversity of doctrinal emp taa=s Gk differences 

of practice will be not only permissible but also desirable. That will need to 


be carefully studied." 


But both churches should together listen to what the spirit might be saying 

and follow the ancient tradition of only deciding major matters in consultation 
with other local churches. "Now that our dialogue is progressing, and as we 

move in the direction of closer collaboration on the basis of this mutual communion 
between the churches," he said, "it would - to take one important example - 

be a matter for deep concern were the Anglican communion to proceed further with 
the ordination of women without taking very seriously the position of the 

Roman Catholic Church, our brothers of the Orthodox Churches and of the Old 
Catholic Church regarding so momentous a change." 


On"the growing practice of intercommunion at the eucharist" the Cardinal stated 
the Roman Catholic view that for one church to share in another's communion was 

a sign and expression of the full unity signified by the eucharist and should not 
be regarded as a means leading towards this unity. "We believe that this sharing 
presupposes not only the same belief in the reality of Christ's presence in the 
sacred species but also a common faith in general," he said. 


The desire of so many to share the same eucharist was undoubtedly a gift of 
God and was present in every Christian Church and community throughout the 
land, he stated. "But," he went on, "as our official response to the ten 
propositions of the Churches' Unity Commission shows, we recognize that 

there are other questions to be resolved before we can, as churches, approach 
the altar of the Lord together." 


The Cardinal concluded by quoting St. Thomas More, the 500th anniversary of 
whose birth was in a few days' time and "whose memory was once a contentious 
issue between us but whom we now see as ‘a man for all christians'." Shortly 
before his execution More had written that he was "right heavy to see such 
variances in our belief" but was not a little comforted by several things, 
the first of which was "that in some communications had of late together, 
hath appeared good likelihood of some good agreement together in one accord 
Of Our faith. 2 

EPS 


NEW GENERAL SECRETARY FOR 
NCC OF JAPAN 


Tokyo (EPS) - Rev. Shoji Tsutomu has been nominated as the new general 


secretary of the National Christian Council of Japan, he will succeed the Rev. 


John Nakajima who is to become general secretary of the United Church of 
Christ in Japan. 


Mr. Shoji will begin his work from 1 April, 
the congregational meeting of the Kyodan's T 
he has been Pastor for the last ten years, 


if this date is agreed upon by 
oshimagaoka Church in Tokyo where 


Raised by a devout Christian family, Mr. 
Seminary in 1958 after gaining aM. Litt. 
He also studied in the United States at th 


Shoji entered Tokyo Union Theological 
degree from Waseda University. 

e Union Theological Seminary. 
Speaking after his nomination Mr. Shoji said: 
Asian churches is very important for the Japan 
the Japanese church will be strengthened by the fellowship with Asian 
churches. NCC has a crucial role to play in this inter-relationship of 


Japanese and Asian churches. I decided to accept this position in order 
to promote this role of NCC." 


"I believe that working with 
ese churches. I also believe 
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CHRISTIANS AGAINST RACISM AND FASCISM: 
NEW UK ORGANIZATION 


London (EPS) - A new campaign against racism linking Christians right across 
the ecumenical spectrum from Catholics to Quakers has been launched in London 
with the formation of "Christians against Racism and Facism" - CARAF. 


One of its first actions will be to organize a silent march of witness to be 
held in London on Saturday, 22 April. Plans at present are for the march to 
start at St. Paul's Cathedral and to end at Westminster Cathedral, where it 
1s hoped to hold an ecumenical service of commitment to racial justice. 


The campaign's inaugural assembly (28 January) brought together for the most 
part Christians already active in this field, including representatives from 


two Catholic archdioceses (Liverpool and Southwark) and from 35 local and 
regional councils of churches. 


At this meeting it became clear that the campaign sees its work not in terms 
of issuing yet more declarations but of educating Christians about what the 
gospel demands of them in this field and exchanging information about the 
practical work they can do at the local level. 


One priest with considerable experience in this field - Fr. Michael Hollings, 
parish priest of Southall in West London - said that, however many grand 
campaigns might be set up"it is in small groupings and in very definite 
efforts that we will begin to win through - and, I would say, in prayer." 


The assembly was warned by Canon Wilfred Wood, (Anglican) parish priest 

of Catford, South London, and himself black, against the danger of Christians 
looking for an excuse not to do anything that would actually cost them something. 
The experience of the black people, he said, was that their welfare always came 
second to some other desirable end, whether it be freedom of speech or 

victory for a particular political party or pacifism or one's standard of 

living or whatever. 


Elected chairman, was the Rev. Bob Nind, (Anglican) Vicar of St. Mathew's, 
Brixton, an area of south London with a large coloured population. 


The campaign represents a Christian response to the growth over the past five 
or six years of the National Front, a grouping of far right political elements 
and other similar groups. The "Guardian" journalist who has become an expert 
on the movement, that the Church met its biggest challenge, to win back 

the quarter-million people who had been led astray to vote for a Nazi. 


Ms. Pauline Webb, Chairman of the Community and Race Relations Unit of the 

British Council of Churches and a former vice-moderator of the World Council 

of Churches, stressed that it was in the name of the gospel that they were 

committed against racism."We are not here to discuss race relations, to draw 

up public statements, to denounce the National Front," she said. "We are here to lau 
to launch a new initiative in a campaign against racism that began essentially 

in the pages of the New Testament." 


The launching of the campaign follows the strong affirmation against racism 
adopted by the British Council of Churches last November and the statement issued 
simultaneously by the Catholic Bishops" Conference. 
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BELGIAN CHURCHES QUESTION BANKS OVER THEIR ; 
SOUTH AFRICAN INVESTMENTS 


Brussels (EPS) - ‘The Protestant churches in Belgium, in cooperation with the 
Episcopal Conference, have questioned the Belgian banks over their investment 
policies in South Africa. By this action they are publicly joining the 

series of interventions that the World Council of Churches initiated some 
years ago. 


In a Press conference, given in mid-January, representatives from the national 
commission "Justice and Peace" and the "Churches and Development Cooperation", 
an organization of the Belgian Protestant Church Federation, made available 

to the public the results of an interview held on 23 December with Professor 
Albert Coppé, President of the Board of Directors of the Société 

Générale de Banque. This bank is a member of the European Banking consortium 
"European Banks International Company", principal organizer of a series of 
loans to South Africa. 


The interview with the Society had been solicited in the hope of persuading 

the bank to renounce its support for the apartheid regime. The delegation 
stressed that the systematic violations of human rights in South Africa resulted 
from the policies of apartheid and expressed the opinion that Christians should 
be particularly attentive to all concentrations of power, that was financed 

by others, and especially if that power was used against human dignity. 


Mr. Coppé rejected as inadmissible the attempts to influence the political choice 
of a bank by a pressure group, even by the church. He pointed out that the bank 

had not contravened Belgian laws and he repeated the need to help Belgian 

exports in order to safeguard full employment in Belgium. Assuring his interviewees 
that the "Générale" also respected certain moral values, and followed also 

banking's professional code of conduct, Mr. Coppé affirmed that banks had 

different moral criteria to others. Bank's ethical conduct do not take into 
consideration collective situations, he said, a point which the delegation rejected. 


The interview proved fruitless and there were no grounds for a continuing 
discussion, 


During the course of the Press Conference it was learned that identical letters, 
asking for the beginning of a dialogue, had been sent to the Kredietbank, 
the Brussels-Lambert Bank and the Bank of Paris and the Netherlands. According 
to experts these four banks represent more than 90 per cent of Belgium financial 
involvement in South Africa. 
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ENERGY SAVING CAMPAIGN IN THE 
WEST GERMAN CHURCHES 


Stuttgart (EPS) - The Protestant aid agencies of the German Federal Republic 
have suggested to the Protestant and free churches of the country a number of 
concrete ways in which to save energy. They urge that religious organizations 
consider, when planning the construction of schools, hospitals, reception 

and retreat centres, employing solar energy for the heat ing of their buildings 
and for the production of hot water. In addition the churches are urged to 


use recycled paper for their printing and other more ecologically acceptable 
means of energy. 


This appeal was launched by Theodor Schober, president of "Diakonisches Werk" 
and Hans-Otto Hahn, director of "Brot fur die Welt" at the beginning of a 
campaign entitled: "Live simply to simply live". 


Among other measures mentioned for action during the campaign is the collection 
of old paper that has accumulated in the headquarters of churches and aid 
organizations and that is reusable. Another Suggestion is that when buying 

a new car people should buy those that have a low level of petrol consumption. 
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NCCC AND THE GDR CHURCHES 
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Berlin, GDR (EPS) - The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) in the 
United States has accepted the proposal put forward by the Protestant Church 
Federation of the German Democratic Republic to begin a dialogue on the 
disarmament question. A letter from the NCCC to the President of the Federa- 
tion, Bishop Albrecht Schonherr says that the American churches share the 
German churches concern with the spread of armaments and the danger that 

this constitutes for all peoples. 


Last September the Federation wrote to the NCCC about the possibility of getting 
together to discuss various aspects of disarmament and in particular the 
question of the neutron bomb. In their letter they termed the development of 
equal armaments as a sign of the irrationality of a security founded on fear 

and distrust rather than on ‘confidence and cooperation. While underlining 

that the world armaments race requires action and witness from all Christians 
the letter of the Federation specified, among other things, that, as a result 

of the discussions on the political solutions, the churches also have the task 
of sharpening people's conscience on the issues. 


Bishop Schonherr concluded that they expect that through the dialogue they will 
be in a better position to discuss these questions with their respective 
governments. 


The reply from the NCCC is accompanied by a series of documents that illustrate 
how, since 1968, the American churches have dealt with the question of militarism, 
disarmament and the development of atomic weapons. The executive committee of 
the Protestant Church Federation which met mid-January, welcomed the NCC propo- 
Sition to talk together, at the end of March in Holland, after the World Council 
of Churches consultation on disarmament. 

EPS 


THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH: THEME OF 
12TH SEMINAR AT INSTITUTE FOR ECUMENICAL RESEARCH 


Strasbourg (EPS) - "Authority: help or hindrance to the unity of the church ?" 
is the theme of the 12th international ecumenical seminar organized by the 
Institute for Ecumenical Research in Strasbourg from 3 to 13 July. 


What authority would meet the needs of the church on the road to unity ? 
That is the question which 50 theologians, ministers and church executives 
attending the seminar will discuss. 


In its letter of invitation the Institute for Ecumenical Research reports 

that interconfessional dialogues of the last few years have led to consensus 
documents. They note in particular the WCC document on the ordained ministry, 
baptist and eucharist. They note also such joint statements as the Dombes 
texts (Catholic-Lutheran, Reformed in France); the Malta Report (Catholic- 
Lutheran), and the Windsor Report (Anglican-Catholic). "However, very little 
seems to have changed in the churches on the local level" the letter goes on, 
and sees as one of the main reasons for this "the fact that most of the 
ecumenical consensus statements possess no authority for individual churches". 


How could ecumenical dialogue become binding for churches engaged in it ? 
What kind of authority could joint declarations, theological agreements or 
for example the decisions of an ecumenical council, which some churches hope 
for one day, have ? These are some of the questions for which a response 
will be sought at the Strasbourg seminar. 

EPS 
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WORLD YMCA RESTRUCTURES ITS 
ACTIVITIES 


Geneva (EPS) - The restructuring of the work of the World Alliance of 
YMCA's was one of the major preoccupations considered by the 12-person 
President's Committee at its recent meeting here. This was the first 
meeting of the group since it was elected in Buenos Aires last year. 

The President of the organization is Walter Arnold, from the German 

Federal Republic and the general secretary is Hector Caselli, from 

Uruguay. 

It was decided during the meeting that the Alliance will, in the years 

to come, give special attention to the strengthening and better theological 
understanding of the Christian mission of the YMCA, and to participation 

in the struggle for peace and human rights. In addition it would pay more 
attention to a more effective involvement of young people, women and socio- 
cultural, economic and racial minority~groups in YMCA policy and decision 
making. 


In the restructuring picture the Alliance foresees the establishment of new 
committees on Intermovement Cooperation, Development, and Leadership and two 
commissions - Human Rights and Christian Emphasis. As a result of the restructuring 
the executive staff of the World Alliance will be increased to twelve persons. 

EPS 


ECUMENICAL YOUTH MEETING d 
IN CUBA 


Havana (EPS) = The first congress of ULAJE-Cuba (Union of Latin American Ecumenical 
Youth) held in Havana late last year grouped together very diverse elements of the 
Cuban Christian Youth with representatives attending from the Baptist, Presbyterian 
Methodist, Roman Catholic, Salvation Army, Pentecostal Church of God, Society of 


r geshase (Quakers), Evangelical Association, Episcopal, and Seventh Day Adventist 
urches, 


The Congress helped to point out the work that Christian youth can do in a socialist 


society by offering an effective testimony and by participating in the construction 
of a better world, 


ead a movement with broad ecumenical and social concerns, where young people 
can live their faith together with their social commitment, It was the purpose of 
the Congress to organize and promote this work in Cuba, 


T . « 
fa ae eat Bate held in the Methodist Home and Church, in Vedado, Havana, and around 
young people participated, most of them students with high academic standards, 


ati work payers weneiiPresented for the study sessions: "Youth and Society ‘3 
outh and Church", and"Youth and Ecumenism," These were presented by groups from 


the towns of Ciego de Avila, Havana and Sancti-Spiritus, respectively. 


A new national i i 
executive Committee was elected with Rev, Hector Mendez, a Presbyterian 


Omar Mirabel, a Methodist Professor of Engli 
a Baptist Pastor, 


EPS 


, a Baptist accountant; Professor Pedro 
sh, and Rev, Elmer Lavastida, 
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AN APPEAL WITH A DIFFERENCE: 
HELP FOR SUGAR WORKERS 
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Geneva (EPS) - A four-and-a-half month strike by some 20,000 sugar workers 
in Guyana has now ended but has left behind some financial headaches for 

those who have supported the strikers' families with food and medicines during 
the long period with no pay. Some 100,000 people were affected among the 
immediate families of the strikers. 


About one month after the strike began last August the Friends of the 

Sugar Workers" Committee appealed for aid mainly to supplement household 
food requirements such as rice, flour, sugar and salt. The Caribbean 
Conference of Churches member churches in Guyana formed a relief committee 
headed by Roman Catholic Priest Fr. Malcolm Rodrigues and distributed 

food supplies: which had been donated and purchased with funds given mainly 
by voluntary organizations, individuals and churches. 


The length of the strike, however, meant that by the time it ended the 
relief committee were not just supplementing food supplies but were 
supplying basic, urgent needs. When the workers returned to their jobs 
the committee decided to keep therelief centres open for two weeks to 
see the families through their first week's pay. 


A limited appeal for US $60,000 was launched by the Commission on Inter Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches at 

the request of the Caribbean Conference of Churches, as yet, only about 

half of the appeal has been received or pledged. The CCC was impressed by 

the urgency of the situation and even though the strike has now ended outstanding 
bills need to be paid within a reasonable time. 


EPS 
TOWARDS AN ECUMENICAL CONSCIENCE 
ON AID NEEDS IN EUROPE 
Woodschoten, Netherlands (EPS) - Fifteen new projects of ecumenical aid in 


Europe were adopted by a regional working group of the Churches Commission 

on Inter-Church Aid Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) of the World Council 
of Churches and the Conference of European Churches at a meeting at the end 
of January in Woudschoten, Netherlands. These ecumenical aid projects cover 
various areas such as construction of religious buildings, assistance to 
marginalised groups (migrants, handicapped, refugees and gypsies), the 
printing of theological literature and other Church related social activities. 


At this time, there are some 50 projects being financed by the WCC through 

the European desk of CICARWS. It was said at Woodschoten that churches who, 

in a given country of Europe, submit projects for financial support, are 
concerned more and more in presenting projects that help ecumenical growth. 

In recent years, projects have been studied not only because of their necessity 
but in conjunction with the total needs of the churches in each country. 


One of the consequences of this is that in five European countries (Italy, 

Spain, Portugal, Hungary and Poland), the regional group CICARWS/CEC now finances 
national programmes, leaving to the churches in the country freedom to distri- 
bute the funds depending on the needs of each one. This furthers and challenges 
local ecumenical cooperation. 


Among the new projects adopted for financial support is the construction at 
Caldarusani, some 20 km from Bucharest, of an ecumenical centre, comprising 

a theological institute for some 300 people, a chapel and an ecumenical insti- 
tute. The construction work will take three years and will cost around six million 


dollars, some US $1,200,000 is expected to come from CICARWS funds. 
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WCC SUBMISSION TO HUMAN RIGHTS say ; 
COMMISSION WELCOMES BOLIVIAN SUCCESS 


Geneva (EPS) - In a written submission, today, to the UN Human Rights Commission, 
at present in session here in Geneva, the Commission of the Churches on lkeaneapeeineders 
Affairs, (CCIA) of the World Council of Churches (WCC) has welcomed the good faith 
shown by President Banzer and the Government of Bolivia in reaching, on 18 January, 

a peaceful, negotiated agreement with participants in the massive hunger strike 

which began in La Paz three weeks earlier and spread widely throughout the country. 


The submission recalls that the WCC, which groups together 293 member churches 
throughout the world, responded to an appeal from its member church in Bolivia, 
the Evangelical Methodist Church, and designated an observer to join two Roman 
Catholic representatives in an ecumenical delegation which travelled to Bolivia 

on 15 January. "Their humanitarian aimj' says the submission, "was to support the 
churches and the Bolivian Permanent Assembly for Human Rights in efforts to obtain 
a just, non-violent solution to the conflict". 


The team of ecumenical observers was able to serve as a catylyst in the talks 
between the strikers and the government and the WCC representative's report speaks 
of "the moral stamina and courage" of the strikers and their supporters and the 


"willingness" of the government to hear the strikers demands and to respond favourably 
to them. 


The CCIA submission outlines the agreement reached with the Bolivian government. 
This provides for a general amnesty for Bolivian political prisoners and those 
under internal travel restrictions for political or trade union activity reasons; 
reinstatement for miners dismissed from their jobs for political or trade union 
activity; guarantees that those returning to work will retain their former’ 

jobs, status and seniority; and guarantees to the hunger strikers and their . 
Supporters and immediate release of those detained in connection with the strike. 


The Bolivian government has, says the statement, 'up to now observed strictly its 
commitments" and in addition has "given further proof of its good faith by 
restoring previously restricted freedom for trade union activity". This, according 
to the submission, leaves one outstanding demand from the strikers still to be met, 
"to remove the military from the mines as a logical continuation of its (the Gover- 
nment's) stated desire to engage in a process of democratization in the country." 


The CCIA pledges its continued support to the churches in Bolivia and to the 
Permanent Assembly of Human Rights in that country,'non-governmental organizations, 
whose contributions in this period of crisis were of fundamental importance”, 

and to the Government, "in their continued non-violent efforts to reestablish 
justice, democracy and national harmony in their country through dialogue. 
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NCC OF BANGLADESH MEETS 
IN DACCA 


Dacca (EPS) - Mr. Azizul Hoque, a member of the President's Advisory Council 
of Bangladesh, speaking at the Annual General Meeting of the National Council 
of Churches of Bangladesh praised the development projects and social welfare 
activities undertaken by the Church Council. He said that the religious freedom 
of the people of different faiths also included their freedom to undertake 

such development programmes and social services. 


At the meeting Mr. Samson H. Chowdhury, was elected President, Rev. S.C. Sangma, 


Vice-President, and Mr. Dilip Datta, General Secretary, of the National 
Council of Churches. 
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CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM RELATIONS IN EUROPE 
DISCUSSED IN SALZBURG 


Salzburg (EPS) - A consultation co-sponsored by the Conference of European 
Churches and the European Liaison Committee of the "Islam in Africa Project" 
was held last week in Salzburg. It drew together 35 representatives from 
churches in East and West Europe, and 26 representatives of specialized church 
organizations based in Western Europe. 


Under the theme "The Church and Muslim in Europe" the consultation aired 
problems concerned with the dimensions of the Muslim presence in Europe as a 
whole, the possibilities for positive action and assistance by the churches 

in this situation, but also the problems such actions were likely to encounter, 
and the deep-going divisions as to the aim of Christian-Muslim encounter. 


Two sessions of the consultation were given over to presentations on specific 
situations in Europe and to the present state of Christian-Muslim dialogue 
arranged by the World Council of Churches (Dr. John B. Taylor, WCC) and by 

the Vatican Secretariat for Non-Christians (Father Michael Fitzgerald). 

These showed the static nature of the Muslim population and long contacts with 
the churches in Eastern European countries, in contrast to the rapid growth 

of Muslim population and the comparative newness of contacts with the churches 
in Western Europe. It also showed the great variety of situations existing 
between the countries of Western Europe themselves. All speakers urged that 
serious attempts be made to establish or further existing actions for 
Christian-Muslim contacts. 


Three Muslims also addressed the consultation: Hadji Azam Alyakbarov, vice- 
chairman of the Foreign Relations department of the Muslim Organizations in the 
USSR, Dr. Smail Balic, President of Muslim Social S2rvice in Austria, and Prof. 
Ali Merad, Professor of Islamic Studies and Director of the Institute of 
Arabic and Islamic Studies of the University of Lyon, France. 


Reports from the consultation endeayoured to draw the attention of churches, 
congregations and specialized agencies, to concerns on Christian-Muslim relationships 
where work might be undertaken. For example, cooperation in questions of civic 
responsibilities and rights in a pluralistic Europe; encounter with a secularised 
society, and problems of life, including education, integration and discrimination. 


CEC was also asked to take action to further the purpose of the meeting between 
Christians and Muslims in Europe. The Consultation also stated that there was 
an urgent need for further work to be undertaken in the evaluation of Islam 
from the biblical and theological perspective. 


EPS 
NEW PLAN OF UNION FOR 
US PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES 
Charlotte, N.C. (EPS) - A third study draft plan for submission to the 


General Assemblies of the two largest Presbyterian churches in the USA has been 
completed. 


Committee members from the Presbyterian Church, US and the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA have been at work since 1969 when the Presbyterian Church 
initiated the reunion conversations. The denominations resulted from 

a split during the civil war era. 


Several changes have been made in the new plan, based upon comments received 
from members of the denominations who studied the second draft. Among the major 
revisions are the deletion of a percentage representation provision for ethnic 
minorities and the strengthening of committees to ensure fair representation; 
easier transition from the structures of the present churches to a reunited 


church; and the deletion of a detailed chapter on administrative eee 
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1980 CONFERENCE THEME: 
"YOUR KINGDOM COME" 


Puerto Rico (EPS) - "Your Kingdom Come" has been chosen by the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism (CWME) of the World Council of Churches (WCC) as the 
theme for its next world conference scheduled for May 1980 in Melbourne, Australia. 


The theme, taken from the Lord's Prayer ("Your Kingdom Come, Your will be Done, 

On Earth As It Is in Heaven "), was selected by CWME as an appropriate and 
evocative concept of the mission of the church today. During discussion of the theme, 
it was suggested that the predominant mood in a divided world is pessimism, But 

these words from "the prayer of the whole church,’ contain hope and a message: 

"Your Kingdom Come". A theological study group report states: "The concept of 

the Kingdom of Jesus' teachings challenges every area of human life to take into 
account God's sovereignty." 


CWME, the WCC department especially charged with keeping mission and evangelism 
concerns before the churches, met in Aguas Buenos, Puerto Rico for the first time 
as a full commission since the WCC Nairobi Assembly of December, 1975. Twenty of 
its 23 members, and about 50 consultants and staff, from all six continents, were 
present under their Moderator, the Rev. Dr. Soritua Nababan, of Indonesia. 


The 1980 Conference follows in an historic tradition of missionary conferences 
beginning in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1910. "Mission to Six Continents" was 

the theme of the 1963 conference held in Mexico City. "Salvation Today" occurred 
in Bangkok in 1972. 


The director of CWME, the Rev. Emilio Castro,in his opening address described an 
understanding of evangelism "closely related to the search for social justice." 
He mentioned the idea of “evangelism by immersion," participation in the life of 
people so fully, "that, from inside the network of daily relations, the name 

of Jesus Christ is pronounced." 


On the administrative side of the Conference's work it was decided to merge 

the offices of Rural and Agricultural Mission, and Urban and Industrial Mission into 
one office on Rural Agricultural Urban Industrial Mission. Staff members will have 
integrated responsibility for the total concerns of the new office. 


"Urban and rural areas have often been treated as separate and unrelated sectors," 
an advisory committee report suggested. "The same exploitation and oppression 

of people take place in both areas. In each, the tasks are the same--to build 
local power bases." 


It was also agreed that the monthly abstract service currently issued by the Chicago- 
based Institute on the Church in Urban and Industrial Society would become a publi- 
cation of CWME. 


CWME noted the rapid growth of new religious movements which attract young people, 
especially in the West. The church is challenged to examine itself and to 
understand the movements themselves. CWME requested the WCC as a whole to find 
ways to assist churches in responding to these developments. 


Special attention was also given to the Missionary situation and the missiological 
reflection of the Orthodox Church where most live in Muslim or Socialist countries. 


EPS 
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FREE CHURCH CRITICISM OF 
1976 ARCIC REPORT 


London (EPS) - Friendly but searching criticism of the agreed statement on 
authority drawn up at Venice in 1976 by the Anglican/Roman Catholic International 
Commission (ARCIC) has now come from a source outside the two Churches directly 
involved. The criticism comes from a working group of Free Church theologians 

set up by the Free Church Federal Council following ARCIC's invitation to that 
body to arrange for comments from a Free Church point of view. 


The nine members of the group are the Revs. Edward Rogers, chairman, Rupert E. Davies 
and Donald English (Methodists); Rev. Martin Cresseyand Mr. J.M. Ross (United 
Reformed Church) , the Revs. Neville Clark and Barrie White (Baptists); Dr. David 

M. Thompson (Churches of Christ), and the Rev. G.A.D. Mann (General Secretary 

of the Free Church Federal Council). 


The group's criticism reminds both Churches of some of the basic issues of the 
Reformation that are still very much alive today - on both the Protestant and 
Roman Catholic Church sides. Some of the criticisms can be paralleled from 
Roman Catholic theologians such as Yves Congar and Hans Kung. 


The group welcomes the agreed statement "as a mark of the deep desire to bring 

two great Christian communions into closer relations, and as the complement to 

the two earlier statements on the Eucharist and ministry". While it sees the 
statement as representing "only a stage, though an important one, in the long 
journey towards substantial harmony of doctrine on this matter", it says it is 

a cause Of gratitude and hope that so much in the statement deserves the assent not 
only of the Anglican and Catholic communions, but also of a wide range of 
Christians. 


Criticisms centre on three main points. One, that it detects a confusion of what 
has happened with what ought to happen. 


ARCIC's recognition of the distinction between the ideal of the Church and the 
Church's frequent failure in its history to achieve this ideal "does not prevent 
the commission from slipping into the identification of the norm with what 
actually happened", says the group. 


"The possibility that developments in Church history which have become permanent 
in large parts of the Church may be contrary to the will of God, or at least 

not in complete harmony with it, seems to be forgotten", says the group. "It seems 
to be assumed, without argument, that changes introduced at and since the Refor- 
mation, including those in the Church of England, and claimed by their authors to 
be commended by Scripture, were contrary to the will of God and do not deserve 
serious consideration, although the value of many of these has been tested by 
several centuries of Christian experience." 


The group asks whether non-episcopal forms of episcope, developed since the 
Reformation, should have been entirely left out of account without considering whether 
these forms have something to contribute to the Church's doctrine and practice 

of authority. On the emergence of the episcopate - which it sees, like the Roman 
primacy, as affected by prevailing political patterns’ - the group feels that the 
possibility that the ordering of the Church was dictated by sociological factors 

as much as by the Spirit of God should have been recognized. 


A second major criticism concerned the exclusion of the laity. "We question the 
tendency of the statement to leave final authority in the hands of the ordained, 
thus virtually discarding the authority of lay people... and narrowing the history 
of the Church to the history of the clergy," says the group. 


(more) 
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On ARCIC's reference to the interaction of bishop and people, the group asks + 
"Does it include the possibility that the people may tell the bishop pre’ he is 
in error ? If so, by what procedure ? If not, where is the interaction ? 


The third cause of misgiving is what the group sees as ARCIC's method of siren 
areas where a common mind can be expressed and postponing those matters on whic 
no agreement is at present in sight, papal infallibility, for example. 


The group is not happy either with the statement 's suggestion that SREMEAD, we 
anxiety about the Pope's universal immediate jurisdiction being liable to hs 3 
mate or uncontrolled use can be allayed by the knowledge that the Roman Catholic 
Church is now seeking to replace the juridical outlook of the nineteeth century 

by a more pastoral understanding of the authority of the Church. 


"But such anxiety cannot be entirely dispelled just by a change of understanding," 
the Free Church theologians comment, "while the Curia and the whole apparatus 

of ecclesiastical administration still surrounds the Pope; for sh the lesson 

of theology, history and experience that such a concentration of power inhibits Se 
the growth of a pastoral spirit, except in the rare cases of Popes like John XXIII. 


EP 
LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION FEELS 
THE FINANCIAL PINCH 
Geneva (EPS) - The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) expect to run into a deficit of 


some US$ 400,000 in 1978. This announcement followed a meeting held on 2 and 3 
February, in Geneva, by the officers of the organization which links the 93 member 
churches and other supporting agencies of the federation. 


The US$ 30 million budget was calculated on the base of the dollar exchange rate 

at 2.55 Swiss Francs. The spectacular drop to around two Swiss Francs to the dollar, 
the currency mainly used by member churches to pay their annual contributions, is 
the principal reason for the deficit. Another reason is the financial shortfall on 
"unassured funds". These are funds for programmes approved, but lacking promises 

of full financial backing from LWF member churches and supporting agencies. 


The drop of the principal foreign currencies against the Swiss Franc has given 

many international organizations headquartered in Geneva similar financial problems, 
The World Council of Churches, for instance, is faced with a shortfall of some 

4.1 million Swiss Francs in a budget of some 30 million Swiss Francs. 


Among the measures proposed to balance t 


budgets. It is also envisaged that, in consultation with other international orga- 
nizations, negotiations could take place with the appropriate Swiss authorities for — 
the purpose of exploring ways and means to reduce headquarters costs. 


he LWF budget is a revision of internal 


EPS 
FRENCH AWARD FOR TELEPHONE 
COUNSELLING SERVICES 
Paris (EPS) - Mr. Raynald Martin, of Switzerland, Rev. Chad Varah, of Great 


Britain, and the Rev. Alan Walker of Australia, 


Institute de la Vie, for their pioneering work i 
services, 


have been named by the French 
n telephone counselling 


The Institute de la Vie, established by the French Academy of Science, every 
two years names people who have made outstanding contributions to human and 
social welfare, This year's three recipients will share the US$ 52,000 award. 


EPS 
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PRAYERS FOR PEACE AND DISARMAMENT 
URGED BY CCIA 
Geneva (EPS) - The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) 


has suggested that churches should include in their intercessions on Sunday, 
21 May, just prior to the opening of the UN Special Session on Disarmament, 
special prayers for peace and disarmament. 


In a letter to the 293 member churches of the World Council and to National 
Councils of Churches, the officers of the CCIA call attention to the UN 
Special Session on Disarmament to be held in New York, 23 May to 28 June, 
and described this event as the: "largest and most representative gathering 
ever convened to consider the question of disarmament". 


The letter suggests that churches and National Councils should "mobilise strong 
public opinion during this period in favour of concrete steps toward disarmament". 
They suggest that churches have a special responsibility in this regard. 


The letter also calls attention to the forthcoming CCIA conference on disarmament, 
to be to be held in April, and says that the statement from the Conference will 

be shared with member churches, communicated to governments and non-governmental 
Organizations and will form the basis of future actions by the WCC, in cooperation 
with member churches, in the field of disarmament. 


EPS 
CHRISTIAN AID DOCUMENTS 
AFRICA'S REFUGEE PROBLEM 
London (EPS) - "Both black and white governments in Africa are creating refugees 


by intolerance and discrimination without hindrance from those Western powers 
reluctant to jeopardisetheir vested commercial or military interests", says a report 
just published from Christian Aid, the relief arm of the British Council of Churches. 


In a comprehensive survey of the African refugee situation the report shows that 
there are now some 1.6 million refugees in 27 countries. It also points out that 
the current provision by both government and voluntary services is "gravely 
inadequate". 


The 40 page report ("Refugees: Africa's Challenge") reminds Britain that she is 

not without blame as one of the former powers which carved up Africa without 

regard for ethnic, linguistic or economic grouping, leaving newly-independent govern- 
ments with an inevitable legacy of turmoil. 


In detailing the cost of supporting this mass of refugees the report estimates 
that churches outside Africa have contributed more than £2 million (US$ 4 million) 
over the last four years through the World Council of Churches to the All Africa 
Conference of Churches refugee programme. 


The report indicates Christian Aid's determination to raise more money for African 
refugees and, in order to do that without curtailing other relief and development 
commitments it is to appeal for extra money. 

EPS 
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EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN WOMEN 
MEET IN BRUSSELS 


Brussels (EPS) - Over seventy women from Christian churches in twenty European 
countries met in Brussels, 29 January - 4 February, to learn from one SAP RaSh 
and identify their common concerns. Convened by the World Council of Churches 
sub-unit on Women in Church and Society, this consultation brought together 
clergy and laywomen, educators and students from Protestant and Orthodox churches 


as well as the Roman Catholic Church. 


The dialogue, marked by the diversity of tradition and ideology, was grounded in 
Bible study and inspired by the participants' willingness to share their experience: 
and voice the struggles they face. 


The initial discussions focussed on defining the priorities of the consultation. 
These were fuelled by five lecturers: theologian, Elizabeth Moltmann-Wendel; of 
the University of Tubingen (West Germany) spoke of "New Trends in Feminist 
Theology"; Catharina Halkes, of the University of Nijmegen (Holland), offered 
"Some Reflections Concerning Feminist Theology"; Barbara Vischer, of Amnesty: 
International, examined "Women and Human Rights" in the light of the Swiss women's 
recent protest against the use of torture; Riitta Auvinen, sociologist at the 
University of Helsinki, outlined historical-cultural patterns of women's roles, 
speaking on "Men and Women: Visions for a New Society"; and Marek Thee, of Oslo's 
International Peace Research Institute, argued compellingly for the power of 
public opinion in ending the arms race. 


Six interest groups set out the tasks of the consultation. Two expressed their 
concerns in theological terms, as though in response to words of Dr. Moltmann- 
Wendel: "Integral to feminist theology is the rediscovery of a Holy Spirit that 
is not tied down to a.male person,,,. (nor to) the official ministry as opposed 
to the spirit-less laity... (but) pours out on all flesh... enables us to 

take a deep breath of fresh air, to be aware of ourselves, our bodies, and a 
new sense of solidarity." One of these two groups recognized that problems 
concerning women's participation in the churches are not confined to the issue 
of ordination alone, but concern "fundamental attitudes towards women". Its mem- 
bers issued an appeal to church authorities to "actively promote and pursue 

the study of ministries of women on all levels of the churches." 


Another interest group focussed on human rights."Who are the widows, the orphans, 
the poor people and the people deprived of justice here in Europe in the late 

p770 (3 2) Dr. Halkes had asked. This group recommended that European church women 
investigate the causes of racism in Europe and make concrete attempts to control 

its manifestations such as in school textbooks and in the media. The group also 
Proposed that participants explore possibilities of organizing action against torture 
in whatever Ways are appropriate in their own countries; that action be taken in 
their churches to support both the WCC programme against militarism and the 
forthcoming United Nations Special Session on Disarmament; that the churches give 


special attention to the needs and rights of children - in particular, children 
of migrant workers in Europe. 


Realizing that such complex concerns can onl 
well-informed as to thei 


EPS 
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SECRET EXECUTIONS CONDEMNED 
IN ZIMBABWE 
Salisbury (EPS) - "The present policy of executing young men who have taken part 


in the war is the single most dangerous impediment to reconciliation of white 
and blac » says a recent statement from the general secretary of the Christian 
Council of Rhodesia, Mr. C.D. Watyoka. 


The statement goes on: "The death penalty is the ultimate cruel, inhuman and de- 
grading punishment. The fact that executions are now carried out secretly shows 
that the purpose is not to deter others but simply one of vengeance." 


iW Ld ° ° e 

The death penalty is regarded by the majority of our people as being an instrument 
of terror and repression. In itself it is an act of violence and tends to provoke 
further violence: a menacing shadow threatening the future." 


The statement comes from "a body of Christian men and women praying and working 
for a reconcilitation of all our people" and concludes by saying that:''If peace 
is to be enjoyed in this country many fundamental changes must be made but first 
should be an announcement that the death penalty will no longer be imposed for 
the carrying of arms of war." 


EPS 
INDIGENOUS CHURCH ACTIVE 
IN CHINA 
Hong Kong (EPS) - A recent issue of China Talk, a newsletter published by the 


China Liaison Office, Board of Global Ministries, United Methodist Church, Hong Kong 
recorded an interview held in Hong Kong with a young Christian from China, Ms Wong, 
whose entire family is Christian and peasant. 


Ms. Wong spoke of the house worship and Bible Study in which her family joins 

and recalled the time of the Cultural Revolution. "As far as I know,’ she said, 
"no one in the village suffered". She went on to say that some of the Cadres are 
also Christian. "Occasionally, they would ask us not to sing too loudly during 
house worship, but other than that, they did their work and we did ours." 


Explaining the system of worship Ms Wong said that Saturday is observed as the 
Sabbath as normally there is no work on that day. "People attend various house 
meetings whenever they are free andinterested''she said. She explained that 
singing, praying, reading the Scripture and preaching all took its place in their 
services and that everyone was expected to share in those activities. 


Ms. Wong also revealed that about 100 people in her area were baptized recently. 
"Tt was during the winter", she said, "and one local Cadre jokingly told us we 
should not baptize so many small children and elderly people. They might catch 
cold and have to report to 'sick bay' the next day". The Cadre said that if 

that happened, he might get into trouble with the boss. Ms. Wong assured us 

that "nothing happened and no one caught cold". 


It was also stated that the indigenous house church from which she came also 
frequently celebrated the Lord's Supper using a‘"traditional" order of service. 
She was also insistent that herchurch was never related to"foreigners". "We do 
have some members whose job is to travel around our country visiting other 
house churches and shepherding members and recent converts" she said. "As far 
as I know, they have no difficulty in doing that. They receive a monthly stipend 
from us. This money comes from our regular offerings", she affirmed. 

EPS 
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EPS SPECIAL 


"ENERGY FOR MY NEIGHBOUR" PRACTICAL 
PROGRAMME FROM WCC 


Geneva (EPS) - International experts are continually warning us that the energy 
shortage will hit the industrial world in less than a generation, Their warnings 
were heeded to a certain extent in 1973 when the jump in the price of petrol 
obliged governments to launch campaigns to economise on energy and to adopt often 
stringent measures "in the national interest" and for the good of the national 
balance of payments. Little aware of the international implications, people took 
this as a joke. 


Today, it looks as though this warning shot has had the effect of a damp squib. ; 
The Americans, for example, have replied to President Carter's energy-saving © 
programme now before the Senate by using five per cent more energy than in previous 
years. Elsewhere,politicians are using "the crisis" to explain why their economic 
plans have failed. 


And what of the man in the street ? Some say that in the near future nuclear 

power stations will meet all our needs; others react like St. Thomas and want 

to see the shortage before they believe it. And since OPEC froze their prices, 
everyone is pausing for breath and hoping nothing catastrophic will happen to upset 
things. 


Faced with this situation, but also worried about the incredible inequality and 
injustice in the distribution of resources (25 per cent of the world's population 
consumes 75 per cent of all available energy) and the little chance given to 
developing countries to "get off the ground’, groups and institutions today are 
trying to swim against the tide of indifference and national interest. 


One of these institutions is the World Council of Churches. With the programme 

it has just launched on "Energy for my neighbour", the WCC is trying to encourage 

a reduction in energy consumption in industrial countries, and to finance the | 
installation of new energy sources in the third world. With 293 member churches : 
and some 400 million Christians in more than 100 countries, the organization feels — 
it has sufficient goodwill to apply the programme. It is also one of the first | 
programmes in which individuals can participate immediately. 


| 
The idea itself is simple: to motivate people in the industrialized countries to 
be less greedy and less demanding in the use of energy (electricity, petrol, 
heating). Success is sought precisely where government sponsored campaigns have 
run aground: by convincing people to accept of their own free will less comfort 


and a change in their habits. In order to live better there is no need to waste 
and to consume more: this is the message, 


A brochure, which explains the aims of the programme simply and clearly, shows 
how by analysing consumption and needs, and areas of possible economy one can, 
gradually and without much difficulty and sacrifice, manage to reduce consumption 
of electricity, petrol, heating oil, and gas, in homes, religious communities 

and villages without becoming unreasonable about it. In certain countries wastage 
alone represents almost 30 per cent of energy consumption. 


One of the keys to the programme's predicted success lies in making people understan 
that such economy not only serves the economic interests of a given country, but als 
those of neighbouring countries in which there are no sources of energy and where 

1t 18 very expensive to acquire. The whole question of international social justice 


thus becomes meaningful for the groups in town areas, factories or churches for 
whom this programme is meant. 


(more) 
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The other aspect of this programme is aimed at helping these less well-off 
countries. Energy saving by groups in the industrialized countries will be 
measured and the proceeds will go into a fund for financing pilot projects in 
the third world. These projects include experimenting and installing new 

methods of energy production from practically inexhaustible sources: solar energy 
for pumping water, for example, harnessing the wind for producing electricity, 
and using methane and gas made from excrement. 


This kind of energy can be produced by using "appropriate technology" adapted 

to the needs and climatic and geographic conditions prevalent in a given place. 
But this technology should always be simple, provide employment, be productive 

and cheap. All these factors are advantageous for societies whose financial 
possibilities are limited but whose elementary energy needs are growing and 

are far from satisfied. An extreme example is a whole Sahelian village which could 
be lit thanks to energy saving by a town in the United States or Sweden or 

Japan. But this should not entail the slightest attempt to impose a "Western" 
style of life on the village. 


To halt waste and encourage the use of economy in the use of energy, to invest 
and develop new energy sources - in the first place in five countries of the 
Third World: this is what the WCC's programme is proposing to the churches 
and to interested groups as the way’to encourage a new spirit of sharing respon- 
sibilities and interests between communities in rich and poor countries, to avoid 
charity by some, out of a bad conscience, towards others. 

EPS 
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INDIAN REHABILITATION PROGRESSES 
FOLLOWING THE CYCLONE 


New Delhi (EPS) - "We shall complete 5,500 houses by 28 February", says 
Mr. J. K. Michael, director of the Church's Auxiliary for Social Action 
(CASA) speaking of his organization's efforts to combat the devastation 
caused by the cyclone and tidal wave that hit parts of India last November. 


The housing programme is only one of the facets of the relief programme that 
was put into immediate operation following the disaster and has been financed 
by a special US $ 5 million world-wide appeal from the Commission on Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) of the World Council of 
Churches (WCC). 


The relief programme consists of three phases. The first helped some 100,000 
victims with food, clothing, medicine and household utensils. This part of 

the programme ended mid-December when the victims had recovered from the 
initial shock and there had been some return to normal living. This first phase 
cost approximately US $ 100,000. 


The second phase included providing shelter for some 5,000 families; starting 
a nutrition/health care scheme for 5,000 people; assisting the local communi- 
ties through cash-for-work programmes, and replacing looms for the weavers. 
This latter operation alone will assist about 600 families. 


Mr. Michael states that: "If integrated, these rehabilitation activities will 
make a more significant impact upon the community and the family unit than 
will a single activity in itself." wie 


One of the problems in any relief operation is determining who should receive 
help. In this particular effort thirty-two villages were originally selected 
and within these villages certain areas fall under CASA auspices. In all cases 
the beneficiaries are of the low castes, outcasts, or poorest sections of 
society. 


Actual implementation of the project was begun in mid-January. At first, 
timber, bamboo, and roofing materials were difficult to buy but this problem 
has now,in the main, been overcome, and now an average of 90 houses a day 


are being completed. The target, which it is hoped will be reached shortly, 
1s 125 houses a day. 


All this work is being carried out by 150 volunteers, 175 carpenters, villagers, 


ne CASA staff. Expenditure on this phase of the programme amounts to US 
133,000. 


In response to the CICARWS appeal aid agencies have already submitted large 
amounts. Aid from all CICARWS related sources in cash, material aid and firm 
pledges amounts to over US $3,800,000. 


The total rehabilitation programme includes a third phase. Aid agencies will 
soon begin to study the content of this phase which is expected to include 
housing, to be built in conjunction with other development projects aimed 

at raising the general standard of living. 


EPS 
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AACC CLARIFIES RUMOURS ABOUT 
ITS FUTURE 


Geneva (EPS) - An extraordinary general meeting of the All Africa Conference 
of Churches (AACC) ended in Lomé, Togo, 8 February. It was held with the aim 
of clarifying, in the face of international opinion and of the 120 member 
churches rumours concerning both the site of the organization's headquarters 
and the conduct of its general secretary, Canon Burgess Carr. 


Commenting on the meeting Dr. Philip Potter, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) expressed appreciation of the bold stance taken by 

the AACC in an obviously difficult situation. He added that "in one of the 

most crucial period in the history of Africa, AACC has been giving clear leader- 
ship to the churches in that continent.It has consistently worked for justice 

and human development in Africa and its prophetic role has been of great 
significance. Canon Burgess Carr, by his deep Christian commitment, his boundless 
energy and his remarkable political sensitivity has brought to the AACC new 
dimensions in its witness. 


"I am confident that more than ever the role of the AACC is of critical impor- 
tance to the churches and people of Africa and that its prophetic voice will 
continue to challenge not only people inside Africa but also those outside 

on the profound transformation that is taking place in Africa and on the necessity 
for clear Christian engagement in the struggle for racial and economic justice”. 


The AACC's General Committee's meeting in Lomé attempted to put an end to the 
rumour of an impending move out of Kenya by deciding that the work of construc- 
tion of its new administrative headquarters in Nairobi should go ahead non-stop. 
On the other hand several members of the 36-person committee called for the 
exposing of what was described as "reactionary forces" which seek to diffuse 

the prophetic witness of the organization, especially in respect of its stand 
on Southern Africa and human exploitation in other parts of the continent, 


The General Committee . also rejected the accusation made. against its general 
secretary of "meddling in political affairs". "The political positions taken by 
the general secretary have been concerned with the African situation and the 
world as a whole and can be inscribed within the normal framework of implementation 
and activities decided upon by the AACC in its general assemblies or in the 
sessions of its general committee", at various times by the AACC, said the General 
committee. As for the "supposedly immoral and undignified conduct" of Canon Carr, 
the General Committee "denounces the deliberate will of certain personalities 

to use systematic, defamatory and disparaging weapons to destroy the reputation 

of a person who has fundamentally identified himself with the struggle of Africa 
today and has in clear terms made the voice of the church militant heard. 


The General.Committee recalled that "in the long history of the church and that 

of churchmen who are called to play a prophetic role, the moral scandal and 
particularly the sexual scandal has been used at different times to discredit 

such persons and to destroy their reputation and their work. The General Committee 
expressed to the general secretary "its total support and sympathy in this 
atmosphere of tribulation and anguish." In view of the stress and strain that 

the general secretary and his family have lived through during the recent months 
the committee accorded to Canon Carr a sabbatical leave, and appointed Mr. Sarwat 
Shehata as Acting General Secretary. 


The General Committee also expressed recognition of the "beneficial cooperation" 
that exists between the AACC and the Kenyan Government; at the same time urging 
the Executive Committee and its Officers "to do all that is possible and necessary 


(more) 


; No.6=-23 February 1978 


to expedite negotiations with the Kenyan government that will enable granting 
to the AACC the privileges and immunities which are normally granted to an 
international organization." 


Among the other important decisions, the General Committee agreed to hold the 4th 
AACC General Assembly in 1980; to organize in May, this year, a special church 
summit to discuss human rights in Africa, and to set up an African church infor- 
mation service. 


In response to a story in the Sunday Nation, Nairobi, (12 February) subsequently 
carried by the international press, alleging that the Kenyan Attorney General, 
Mr. Charles Njonjo, had declared that Canon Carr would not be allowed to return 
to Kenya, Rev. John G. Gatu, chairman of the AACC general committee has stated: 
"Tt has been confirmed to us by the Attorney General that Rev. Canon Burgess 
Carr has not been banned from entering Kenya’. 


Mr. Gatu's statement also reiterated the General Committee's statement that 
where there are issues regarding a scandal in the church "the GeneralCommittee's 
affirms that in this particular regard the right remains within the church to 
pronounce a possible judgement." 


EPS 
CHRISTIANS AND JEWS MEET 
IN HOLLAND 
EDE(EPS) - "Only through a constructive and positive relationship with the 


Jewish people will old and new forms of anti-semitism be overcome" says a report 
from a Christian-Jewish conference held in Holland, 12-15 February. 


Some thirty representatives of churches and study groups from Western Europe 
concerned with Christian-Jewish relationships met in the Lutheran Centre 


"Hoekelum', Holland, to discuss the place of Jewish people in ecumenical thought 
and action, 


"Only in overcoming anti-semitism will a true ecumenical unity be found", said 
the conference, "because the people of God and the covenant of God with his 

people cannot be devided. We are bound together with the Jewish people in this 
covenant , Therefore the ecumenical fellowship with the roots (Jewish people) is 
as 1mportant as among the branches (Christian Churches), went on the statement. 


Contributing to the discussion were Professor J.P. Boendermaker (Lutheran, 
Hilversum) , Professor L. Dequeker (Roman Catholic, Louvain), as well as Canon 
P Schneider (Anglican, London) and Dr. J. Schonevyeld (Reformed, Jerusalem). 


Closer cooperation between all the churches of Europe, east and west, and re- 
gular consultation with the World Council of Churches, who organized the con- 


ference, the Lutheran World Federation and the Conference of European Churches, 
was planned. 


EPS 
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NEW ISRAELI LAW WORRIES 2 
CHRISTIAN CHURCHMEN 
Geneva (EPS) - The danger to religious freedom in Israel posed by the new 


"Anti-Mission Law" is causing considerable concern to the United Christian 
Council in Israel. A three-man delegation from the Council visited the 
Ecumenical Centre, Geneva, last week to explain how the new law, officially 
called the Penal Code Amendment Law (Enticement to Change of Religion) 1977 
would affect Christian witness and life, and to express "the profound concern 
felt by Christians in Israel" on the passing of the law. The law calls for 
fines and prison sentences for those who offer or receive material inducements 
which could lead to a change of religion. 


The delegation highlighted the dangers posed by the law as it affects human 
rights; the legitimate freedom of the small Christian minority community in 
Israel and particularly the serious damage that may be caused by the new law 

to Christian-Jewish relationships. The delegation also outlined the expecta- 
tions of the Christian community in Israel in this regard. These consist, mainly, 
in repealing the new law and in ensuring that the Israeli legislature "will never 
again be misused for such scurrilous verbal attacks on the Christian Church as 
preceded the passing of the new law." 


The delegation also proposed that an independent ecumenical commission of 

enquiry be set up to probe allegations against the churches on the basis of 
which the law was passed. These allegations stated that the Churches were 
"enticing converts by means of improper material inducements."' The delegation's 
proposal calls for an extensive investigation of cases of change of religion 

in Israel from Judaism to Christianity, as well as the more numerous cases in the 
opposite direction. 


The delegation believes that the results of such an investigation would clear 
up "prejudices and misconceptions about the Christian Church impressed on the 
Israeli public by religious extremists." Such an investigation would also make 
a major contribution towards the creation of a new climate of increasing trust, 
collaboration and fraternal dialogue in Christian-Jewish relations in Israel 
and elsewhere. 


The members of the delegation affirmed that they felt "tremendously encouraged" 
by their talks in Geneva and previously in Rome, and were "very hopeful" concerning 
the outcome of their mission. 


EPS 
URUGUAYAN METHODISTS 
CELEBRATE 
Montevideo (EPS) - Following the granting of an "unconditional authorization" 


from the Uruguayan government, the Methodist Church in Uruguay celebrated its 
5th General Assembly in Montevideo, earlier this month. 


The Assembly marked the opening of centenary year celebrations for the church. 
Delegations from France, Switzerland, USA, Brazil and Argentina were present at 
the gatherings. 


Rev. Oscar Bolioli was re-elected President for a new two-year period and Miss 
Margaret Grassi was elected as vice-president. Miss Grassi is the first woman 
to be elected to this position. The new Executive Council of the church also 
reflects the increased presence of women — some 25 per cent of the council. 


Two new ministers were ordained during the Assembly: Mrs. Aracely E. de Rocchietti 
and Mr. Milton Hourcade. 
EPS 


6 


ECUMENICAL PROJECTS 
RECEIVE SUPPORT 
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Bogota (EPS) - Thirty-three projects have been approved for ecumenical support 
at the latest meeting of the Caribbean/Latin American Committee on Projects 
(CELAP) of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) 
of the World Council of Churches. 


These projects cover such areas as rural and urban development, theological 
education, legal assistance to peasants, low cost housing, rural youth work and 
many others. One project also allows for help toward an Assembly designed to 
promote the formation of a Latin American Council of Churches. 


CELAP, which is comprised of ten members representing WCC member-churches in 
Latin America and the Caribbean, now find that the projects approved or under 
study deal more and more with the causes of injustice in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 


It is increasingly asked to support programmes which enable peasants and labourers 
to be the masters of their own destiny and to ensure local group participation. 


The meeting also found that it needed to reconsider the criteria for projects 
to ensure a more efficient role by CELAP members in developing and evaluating 
the projects in their local or regional areas. This involves a more conscious 
effort to screen projects bearing in mind the region's priorities and the 
need for greater involvement of national and local churches. 


The meeting also recommended that CICARWS hold a meeting with appropriate groups 
and agencies to study the ecumenical sharing of resources, and also arrange 
for regional groups to meet together to face and discuss a common policy 
toward the third world. 
EPS 


GERMAN CHRISTIAN WOMEN DEMAND BOYCOTT 
OF SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCTS 


Frankfurt (EPS) - The "Evangelical Women's Work in Germany", an organization 
which links together some 40 Protestant women's groups in Federal Germany, has 
stated that in support of the struggle for justice in South Africa they have ini- 
tiated a boycott of South African products throughout the Federal Republic, 
Posters and tracts distributed this week by the organization carry the legend: 
Don't buy the fruits of apartheid". : 
Housewives 
fruit, 
against 


in Germany are being encouraged to refrain from buying food products 

vegetables and tinned goods, coming from South Africa and to protest 
the importation of these goods in the shops of their towns. 

the buyers, who can decide if a product should stay on the market. 


the women who have this particular power, 
ment, 


LS «eee 
ty Re EEF 
we now want to use it" said a state- 


E 

Hildegard Zumach, who is also a m 
Council of Churches, declared: 
humane lifeand a better future 
Sisters who count on our prayer 
in South Africa increases." Thi 
the occasion to inform peopl 
chure to help the campaign 


of apartheid has been Produced with the title Pe Tar an ce ER 


"Women for South Africa". 
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(This story was issued to the press on Monday, 20 February). 


FINANCIAL CONCERNS WORRY 
WCC EXECUTIVE MEETING 


Geneva/Zurich, 20 February, 1978 (EPS) - The alarming financial situation 
of the World Council of Churches (WCC); detailed analysis of its programmes 
and activities and the developing situation in Southern Africa, were among 
the main items discussed by the WCC Executive Committee which met at Boldern, 
near Zurich, from 13 - 17 February, as the guests of the Evangelical Reformed 
Church of the Canton of Zurich. 


The dramatic fall in the value, particularly, of the American dollar and the 
German mark, against the Swiss franc, has forced the Executive Committee to 

cut the WCC's original budget of some 34 million Swiss francs by 11.8 per cent, 
with immediate effect. To balance the budget in the present economic situation, 
a substantial reduction will have to be made in the amount spent on conferences 
and meetings and a number of appointments to executive posts will be held over. 
The Committee also authorized the Officers of the WCC to take whatever steps 
may be possible and necessary if currency exchange rates continue to fluctuate 
in the coming months. Furthermore, the Committee requested the staff of the 
WCC to submit a balanced budget for 1979 to its half-yearly meeting in 
September, in view of any further expected depreciation in exchange rates. 
These measures are necessary despite the fact that, since the Nairobi 
Assembly in 1975, most of the WCC's 293 member churches have increased their 
annual contributions, especially the churches in the United States and West 
Germany, for which the Executive Committee expressed the WCC's warm thanks. 


The possibility of transferring the headquarters of the WCC to some other 
country was discussed. The General Secretary was requested to raise with the 
Swiss authorities the question as to whether any measure of relief can be 
granted to the WCC to help cope with the combined problems of currency 
exchange, the high cost of living in Geneva and the difficulty in obtaining 
work permits for non-Swiss staff. Given the situation, it was decided to 
defer the proposal to build an extension to the Ecumenical Centre, and to 
look into possible alternative locations of the headquarters. These matters 
will be discussed again in September. Lastly, the Committee decided to hold 
as planned the meeting of the Central Committee in Jamaica in January of 
next year. Examination has shown that the additional expenses incurred as 
compared with another meeting in Geneva, where the Central Committee met in 
1976 and 1977, would remain within reasonable proportions. 


Members of the Executive Committee expressed deep concern about the situation 
in Southern Africa. It asked WCC member churches to mobilize public opinion 
against the implementation of three new bills by the South African government 
which would in effect make it "unlawful" for the South African churches to 
"live out the social implications of the gospel" and confine them to a narrow 
range of strictly defined "religious" activities. The member churches are 
asked to urge their respective governments to bring pressure to bear upon 

the South African government to halt and reverse its policy of forcing 

black South African to become citizens of a bantustan. Finally, the Executive 


(more) 
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Committee urged them "to extend all possible support to churches in South 
Africa in their efforts to assist people in the context of intensified 


oppression." 


On the subject of Namibia, the Executive Committee affirmed that there are 

four essential conditions to be fulfilled to enable Namibia to reach 
"self-determination which becomes more urgent with each passing day". There 
must be an end to the policy of "divide and rule" as exemplified by the 

South African government's support for new political parties, so that a nation 
ruled by the majority and guaranteeing protection to minorities can develop. 
South African police and military forces must be withdrawn from Namibia 

and replaced by a UN peace-keeping force. Walvis Bay must remain part of 

an independent Namibia. Free elections must be held under UN supervision lest 
the interference of the South African government prevent the creation of a 


fully independent state. 


During its half-yearly meeting at Bolder, the Executive Committee carried 
out a detailed survey of the WCC's activities and gave fresh impetus to 
various aspects of them. It approved the line taken by the Programme on 
Transnational Corporations which is to help raise the consciousness of the 
churches and ecumenical groups on the role of the TNCs in the different 
continents, stimulate their reflection and encourage them to take action 
and gather as much information as possible on the subject. Particular 
support should be given to "the victims of the TNCs". Planned to cover 

an initial period of five years, this programme will firstly aim to publish 
studies on the role of the transnationals and encourage initiatives taken 
in this field by Christian organizations and groups throughout the world. 


In connection with the consultation which the WCC is organizing at Bossey, 
near Geneva, 2 - 7 May, of this year to discuss "ecumenical concerns in 
relation to nuclear energy", the Executive Committee appealed to member church 
to make "energy conservation" a priority issue and to urge their parishes 

and congregations to make "simple acts" of energy sharing. 


In the course of its discussions the Executive Committee also undertook 
a broad survey of its international ecumenical relations with; the Roman- 
Catholic Church, through the Joint Working Groups; the World Confessional 
Families (Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, etc.) which will hold a top-level 
meeting in Geneva next October, and local Orthodox Churches. Members of 

the Committee heard a report on the progress of the Ecumenical Prayer Calendar 
which is expected to be ready for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
next January. It also renewed for a further three years the mandate of 
SODEPAX, the Committee on Society, Development and Peace which since 1965, 
has been "the symbol of structured collaboration between the WCC and the 
Roman Catholic Church" and has helped "to inspire and legitimize ecumenical 
collaboration in a number of local and national situations”. 


In view of the forthcoming "International Year of the Child", in 1979, 

a number of decisions were taken at Boldern. Various consultations will be 
organized by the WCC to look into problems such as adoption, new ways of 
caring for the handicapped, the orphaned or otherwise disadvantaged child 
and the place of children in development aid programmes. The Executive 


Committee also expressed the wish that the WCC should pay more attention 
to the rights of the child when dealing with human rights. 


These initiatives will contribute to the work which the Executive hopes 
will be undertaken by member churches in 1979, 
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Before concluding its session, the Executive Committee confirmed the 
appointment of several new members of staff. Prof. Karl Hertz who lectures 
in social ethics at the Hamma School of Theology at Colombus (Ohio) will 
become director of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey in place of Prof. 
John Mbiti who will devote himself full-time to teaching, theological 
research and the organization of consultations at Bossey. Mr. Trevor 
Davies, head of section in the Personnel Division of the European Centre 
for Nuclear Research (CERN) becomes Director of Personnel at the WCC, 
as of this month. Lastly, Prof. Keith Bridston will take up his duties 
in mid-March as Executive Secretary of the New York Office, which is jointly 
run by the WCC and its member churches in the United States. 

EPS 
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(2074)-The November cyclone and tidal wave washed 
fishing boats up to 5 miles inland. 
(2075)-Destruction and devastation was widespread 
following the cyclone. 

(2076)-Village health care looks after the child- 
ren first. 

(2077)-CACAs mobile feeding programme uses cycles 
and motorized transport to get food to the remo- 
test areas hit by the devastation. 

(2078)-Regular meals are still being provided 
during the period of clearing the debris and the 
reconstruction of houses. 

(2079)-Woven walls being put in place in the emer- 
gency housing scheme. 

(2080)-Finishing the framework of the emergency 
homes. 

(2081) -Practically all crops were destroyed in 
seriously affected areas.A priority is to plant 
for next season. 

(2082)-CASA is coordinating help in all stages of 
the reconstruction. 

(2083)-Foundations for a more cyclone resistant 
house. These are being built on higher land. 
(2084)-Men women and children join in the recons- 
truction effort. 
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CWME MEETS IN PUERTO RICO 


The Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWN 
3 of the World Council of Churches, held its meeting 
2085 | from 1-10 February,1978, in Puerto Rico. They were 
planning for the world mission conference in 1980; 
analysing their various activities and discussing 
evangelism in the world. 
(2085)-Artistic expression played a great role. 
(2086)-Before the discussion, study of the papers. 
(2087)-Rev. Emilio Castro (left), director of CWME 
with the Rev. Mortimer Arias. 
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WCC EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MEETS 


The WCCs 26 strong Executive Committee, held its 
twice-yearly meeting from 13-17 February,1978 at 
Boldern, near Zurich. 
(2088)-A partial view of delegates:they represent 
various Churches and five continents. 

(Photopress Zurich) 
(2089)-During a reception given by the city of 
Zurich, Bishop Hans H. Harms in discussion with 
A Executive Committee Moderator Edward Scott (right). © 
2089 (Photo Bauswein/WCC) 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEAN CHURCHES 
SUBMIT IDEAS TO GOVERNMENT 


Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea (EPS) - "Neither churches nor government has 
taken hold of the vision of a future Papua New Guinea outlined in the National 
Constitution and, through consistent political education, used those to unite 
the people in a spirit of idealism and self-sacrifice" says a submission made 

to the Papua New Guinea government by the Anglican, Catholic, Lutheran, Baptist, 
and United Churches and The Salvation Army. The submission made in the name 

of the Melanesian Council of Churches goes on to say: "The Constitution's vision 
of integral human development needs to be represented to the people with drive, 
imagination and conviction", The Melanesian Council of Churches represents 
approximately 1.5 million Papua New Guineas. 


The submission acknowledges the achievements of the previous government, especially 
in bringing stability, maintaining the unity of the nation, and its sound handling 
of the economy, but goes on to detail what they consider many failings. Some 

of these they indicate, such as "a crisis of leadership in various areas", the 
growing problem of "abuse of alcohol" and the "lack of national discipline". 


The submission also points out that too much foreign aid is "killing the will 
of the people" for finding an alternative and self-reliant way of development. 


Turning to the positive aspects of Papua New Guinea's life the submission states 
that "we recognise our ethnic diversity and its caring forms of cultural expression 
as positiye strengths. Despite our apparent differences we are united in common 
spirit. All our people are deeply spiritual.'' Speaking of the differences in 
cultural practices and languages the submission nevertheless states "We are 
a'’nation' within a nation, perhaps a model for a future world government." 


In extending its suggestions for the future of the country the churches declare 
that "the people must be in control of the economy", and suggest ways this 
could be done such as creating pools of employment in towns and promoting 
public transport. 


Extending their suggestions to other areas of life the churches ask for the 
creation of recreation facilities and "more interesting" things for young 
people to do in the villages to avoid "boredom" and "urban drift". 


Speaking of education the submission asks for the "educational budget" to 
be expanded and for a "more equitable distribution of secondary education." 
It also requested that a nation-wide campaign be launched to bring 100 

per cent literacy within 10 years. 


Concerning health, the submission wishes more emphasis to be placed on rural 
health care and declared that "healing must be of the whole person". 


In a comprehensive paper the churches also deal with foreign affairs: "we 
should exercise techniques of moral persuasion"; media: opposition to the 
establishment of television at the "present stage of development"; women: 
more participation in decision-making; tourism: should be encouraged but 

not at the expense of serving the people of Papua New Guinea; and Parliament: 
"should be more dignified and disciplined." 


Leaving a separate paragraph for the role of the churches the submission states 
that they"wish to build a closer relationship with the Government" and suggest 
the setting-up of a church government liaison committee. 

EPS 
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TORTURE ALLEGED IN 
NAMIBIA 


London (EPS)_ The charge that systematic and institutionalised torture is proliferati 
in Namibia (South West Africa) has been made by two churchmen there in a report 
which was published in London, 28 February, jointly by the Catholic Institute of 
International Relations and the British Council of Churches after having been 

banned by the South African authorities on 29 January. 


The authors of the report are Father Heinz Hunke of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 
the German-born Provincial of his Order in Namibia, and Mr. Justin Ellis, an 
Anglican Layman on the staff of the Christian Centre there. 


The bulk of the report consists of 12 affidavits by Ovambo tribesmen who were 
tortured by the Security Police at Oshakati and by doctors who had examined them 


afterwards together with extracts from the evidence given by two Ovambo women in 
a court case, 


In their introduction Father Hunke and Mr. Ellis point out that, "if what is 

alleged in this paper is true, then the present system of law and order which 
legitimises itself as Western, democratic and Christian is just another form 

ofunconcealed hbarbarism". 


Answering the objection that they should first condemn the atrocities committed 
by the regime's enemies, they point out that crimes can never be justified and 
that the colonial war itself has to be condemned, but that the phenomenon of 
torture remains a fact in Namibia apart from the guerrilla war. 


"One has to keep in mind that the ruling regime in this country maintains that 
it defends humanity, justice and Christianity against an alleged international 
enemy who wants to destroy all principles of humanity and Christianity", they 
write, 


If now, in the very act of defending these principles, the ruling regime is 
guilty of the very crimes it imputes to its enemies, what right then does it 
retain to legitimise its actions by the implication of the basic principles 
and values ?" 


But what we are debating is "the specific lawlessness of the established ‘law 
and order' ", "the suffocation of humaneness perpetrated systematically by the 
defenders of imperial Christianity". 


In a preface, Bishop Christopher Butler for the CIIR and the Rev. Harry Morton, 
General Secretary of the BCC,remind readers of the joint pastoral letter issued 
in May 1977 by leaders of the Catholic, Anglican and Lutheran churches advising 
Christians what to do and what action to take if they were tortured, This pastoral 
letter was banned by the South African authorities, as subsequently was the 
present report which, as its authors point out, is basically a collection of 
public documents. 

EPS 
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AID FOR ABORIGINAL 
MEDICAL SERVICE 


Sydney (EPS) - A grant from the World Council of Churches Christian Medical 
Commission of US $25,000 has been made to the Port Augusta Aboriginal Medical 
Service. This grant was made in response to a request from the Medical Service 
through the Federal Council of Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders, says 

a report from the Australian Council of Churches. 


The Port Augusta Aboriginal Medical Service was established in August 1976 
by members of the Aboriginal communities of Port Augusta and Davenport reserve. 
According to Mr. Lance Coulthard, the chairman of the Aboriginal Medical Service; 


"the existing health services failed to deal adequately with the health problems 
of these communities". 


During the first nine months of operation the Service discovered a high incidence 
of chronic malnutrition, alcoholism, chronic infections, diabetes and hypertension. 
The alarmingly high prevalence of diabetes and hypertension exemplify "the 

serious nature of the population's present health status, and the urgency of 
medical treatment and prevention programmes", says a report from the Service. 


The World Council grant will assist in paying salaries and administration expenses 
as well as assist in purchasing much needed equipment. 


EPS 
WOMEN IN THE MEDIA 
CONSULTATION 
Beirut (EPS) - In the media, women are rarely involved where decisions are being 


made, and women's viewpoints and values have no opportunity for expression. This 
was claimed at a Consultation, held in Beirut, 19 - 24 February, sponsored by 

the World Association for Christian Communication (WACC), the World Young Women's 
Christian Association (WYWCA) and the World Council of Churches (WCC). For the 
first time, 20 women working in the field of communication were brought together 


from all continents to discuss the role, image and presence of women in the 
media, 


In the past, women making a career in the media tried to emulate men. Now it was 

felt that the time had come when women must change the media picture of what is 

a male world, presented by and for men. In the traditionally male dominated churches, 
women are still vastly under-represented in the image that these organizations show 
to the world today. Members of the Consultation affirmed that women have something 
distinctive to contribute to the content of the media. Being themselves an oppressed 


group, they are concerned with justice and human rights, and how these are reflected 
in the media, 


The Consultation expressed special concern that the content of mass media programmes 
should reflect human realities, not distort them; include women's viewpoints and 
values; endeavour to build an awareness of all exploitation, especially of women; 
be free of sex stereotyping and encourage real dialogue. It expressed concern that 
women working in the media have equal opportunity with men to move into decision- 
making positions, and that they be given opportunities for training, refresher 
courses and the acquiring of management skills. There was also strong encouragement 
for the production and use of other low-cost media, traditional communications skills 
folk media and other audio visual methods, especially for use in rural development 
programmes. 

EPS 


No.7-2 March, 1978 


5 
POWER, CHURCH AND STATE: A FOUR MONTH 
DEBATE ENDS AT BOSSEY 
Geneva (EPS) - The 26th Session of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studie: 


ended its four-and-a-half-month course at Bossey, near Geneva, on 24 February 
Some 63 participants, both lay and ordained, from some 30 countries took part 
in the course under the title: "Power, Church and State". The students 
represented the main Christian confessions and were, generally, already engaged 
in full-time employment. 


During the closing session, the Associate Director of the Institute, Rev. Alain 
Blancy, said that the presence of participants who could witness to the theme 

in their own experience helped to make the theme a concrete reality and illustra- 
ted well the dramatic situation of Church and State in some places. This had 
been demonstrated at the opening of the session by the fact that certain parti- 
cipants could not attend. One was in prison, one under "house arrest" and two 
were prevented from coming because their Church did not allow it. 


Beyond lectures and work seminars addressed by experts, WCC staff, and representa- 
tives from the "grass roots" of the Churches, the students worked with the 
teachers and resident staff of the Institute in a closer community and tried to 
reflect and verify questions of conflict which rend the world, said Mr. Blancy. 
This closeness of living exposed the prejudices of race, sex and class, the clash 
of cultures, of traditions, of sensibilities that do not come out in the average 
round of dicussions. 


For those responsible for this 26th Session at Bossey these discussions constituted 
a necessary point of departure for a dialogue in depth which will help to discover 
each other in a new way and to challenge sometimes in a radical way,the students 
own points of view. A spirit and an ecumenical vision emerges from these contacts 
that will continue bearing fruit long after the participants have separated, 
concluded Mr. Blancy. 


It was in this atmosphere of the personal and community experience that the vast 
problems of power, church and state were discussed bearing in mind the possible 
repercussions in the situations and circumstances that will have to be lived 
out in the life and work of each of the participants in the years to come. 


EPS 
CHANGES PROPOSED IN CHURCH STATE 
RELATIONSHIPS IN SWEDEN 
Stockholm (EPS) - A "change in relationships" between the Church of Sweden 


and the government is envisaged following submission of a comprehensive set of 
proposals to the Church and to Parliament. 


The proposals are the result of 20 years of work and, says Archbishop Olaf Sundby, 
Primate of the Church of Sweden and a President of the World Council of Churches, 
"If these are accepted they would have a very positive effect on the ecumenical 
climate of Sweden." The proposals are expected to have wide acceptance from 

both the state and the church. 


Under the proposals, the right of parishes to levy taxes would be rescinded and 
members would pay a church levy. This would be collected by the government. 

The government would also pay the Church of Sweden an annual grant, based on 
the 1975 value of 275 million Swedish Crowns, plus compensation for inflation. 


The proposals call for an eight-member board, chaired by the Archbishop, to govern 
the activities of the Church and represent it in all internal and external 
relations, Separate Church membership and citizenship rolls would be established, 
and population records would be maintained by a secular body. 
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WELL KNOWN ECUMENICAL PERSONALITY 
DIES IN GENEVA 


Geneva (EPS) - A man who helped millions of Europe's post-war refugees, 
Rev. Elfan Rees, MA, DD, died last week in Geneva. 


Mr. Rees was an Executive Secretary in the WCCs Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs (CCIA) when he retired in 1971. He remained a consul- 
Pane toeGGia wotii. 1973. 


He was for many years Permanent Representative in Europe of the CCIA and Advisor 
on Refugee Affairs to the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. Rees was born at Brecon, Wales, in 1906 and following studies at Oxford was 
ordained into the Congregational ministry. In 1934 he was appointed Director of 
the South Wales Council of Social Service, and for the following eight years 

he aided in the relief of unemployed Welsh miners. In 1938 he was elected 
Chairman of the Welsh Committee for the Care of Refugees, and helped to re-settle 
over 2000 refugees from Nazi Germany. 


In 1944 Dr. Rees joined the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration 
(UNRRA) and served in Palestine, Egypt, Greece, Albania and Czechoslovakia. 


As a result of his experience and great work in the chaotic situation of 
European refugees at that time, he was invited in 1947 to join the WCC as Director 
of the Refugee Division of their Department of Relief and Reconstruction. 


Dr. Rees will be remembered by many for the way he presented to the Amsterdam 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 1948 the desperate needs of more 
than 10,000,000 refugees crowded into Western Germany, an appeal which paved 
the way for the refugee programme being given a high priority by the Council's 
161 member churches of that time, 


Dr. Philip Potter, general secretary of the WCC, commenting on Mr. Rees'death 
said that he "was a dear colleague with a deep sense of call to serve those in 
need and an eloquence and persistence in pursuing that call which few could 
resist. He was known by great and small and cared for all with grace and good humour. 
He helped to make the World Council a force to be reckoned with in the cause 
of justice and mercy. His memorial is the millions of refugees who were enabled 
to be resettled and in his many friends and colleagues whose lives were enriched 
by knowing him." 
EPS 
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OBJECTIVITY IN FACE 
oF FINANCIAL CRISIS 


Geneva/Montreux (EPS) - A plea for a more open communication policy for 

the World Council of Churches and a series of recommendations to be 
implemented in the case of a new financial crisis in 1979 were the main 
points to emerge from the work of the Commission of the WCCs Communication's 
Department which met in Geneva, and later at Glion, near Montreux, from 


1 - 10 March. 


The Commission's 22 members and consultants - professional communicators 
for the most part active in the religious media - were meeting for the 
first time since their election by the 5th Assembly in Nairobi in 1975. 


The work was based on the general theme: "Objectivity, a myth in Christian 
communication?" After extensive discussion, the commissioners developed 

some "Value Guidelines" as a framework for Communication's Department 
activities . The guidelines affirm that Christian communication begins 

with a biblical understanding of truth then moves on to describe how WCC 
policies attempt to reflect that truth by calling the churches towards 

unity, deeper renewal and sharing of spiritual experience and tradition, 

wider witness and greater service in the struggle against poverty, 
exploitation and oppression of every kind. '"'Such commitment makes neutrality 
impossible” in the way the WCC communicates, said the Commissioners. 


Inherent in the Communications function is the "duty to share rather than 
suppress truth" says the Commission. For "the Council's credibility depends 
on the openness with which it shares its information and the sensitivity 

(of tone and style) with which it speaks and listens to the Oikumene it 
serves". 


Anticipating further financial cutback, recommendations were made that will 
reshape, and in some cases terminate, services now provided by the Commun- 
ication's department. It was noted that the WCCs Executive Committee had 
implemented a 12 per cent reduction of the 1978 budget. If the dollar 
stays between 1.80 and two Swiss Francs average during 1979 a new reduction 
of 10 per cent will be necessary. For the Communication's Department this 
means a cut of SF 280,000. 


After long discussions on work priorities the Commissioners urged the 
department to concentrate resources on higher circulation periodicals 

and recommended that the "Ecumenical Review" be replaced by a Yearbook; 
that WCC Exchange be terminated; that the WCC cease internal editing of 
books and that the weekly French news service SOEPI be cut. In addition, 
and again in order to save costs, it was suggested that the Film and 
Visual Arts section be transferred to London and the language service 
will be reorganized in order to use external translators. 


The Commission proposed to strengthen the weekly Ecumenical Press Service 
and the monthly One World, while looking for new ways to use other language 
"supplements" prepared in Geneva for denominational media. 


These recommendations will be presented to the next WCC Executive Committee 
meeting in Helsinki, in September which will, according to the level of the 
dollar, set the work priorities for the Department. In the meantime the 
staff of the Communications's Department have been asked to explore the 
detailed implications of the Committee's recommendations. 
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KEEP FULL-TIME MINISTRY 
ASK ENGLISH BISHOPS 


London (EPS) - The Church of England is to be asked to commit itself to 
maintaining a full-time paid clergy of at least the same size as at 


present. In effect it is being asked not to surrender its claim to be 
the Church of the nation. 


Following a thorough discussion of the future of the church's ministry, 
the House of Bishops has decided to ask the General Synod publicly to 
affirm its support for such a policy at its next meeting, in July. 


The Synod will be asked to recognize "the continued need for a full-time 
stipendiary ministry of at least the present size" and to affirm 

"the church's willingness to provide the resources required to train that 
ministry and to ensure that clergy, deaconesses and full-time lay workers 
are adequately paid, housed and pensioned". 


According to the latest available figures, the Church of England has 
11,782 full-time diocesan clergy. This number may seem more than ample 
when set against a total of Easter Communicants of just under 1,700,000, 
but as the residual church of the nation the Church of England retains 
obligations to people who want its ministrations for Baptisms, Weddings 
and Funerals but who would otherwise never normally bother to darken a 
church door. Thus the aim of the Bishops" policy is to maintain 

"a nationwide parochial ministry". 


The cost of maintaining the ministry on this scale has represented an 
increasing burden on the church's resources, especially at a time of 

rapid inflation. In 1975 a campaign was launched to raise an extra 

£ 20 million a year from the laity, at least half of which would go 
towards the cost of training and paying the clergy, with one-third rather 
than just over a quarter of clergy stipends coming from lay contributions. 
Even with total assets of £ 676,227,000 and a total income of £ 42,337,000 
the Church Commissioners - who administer the church's inherited wealth 
and are responsible for paying the clergy - have been hard pressed to pay 
the English parish clergy and maintain their vicarages and rectories. 


The average income of incumbents in 1977 was £ 2,/12 a year. On average 
incumbents had to find 36 per cent of their working expenses themselves, 
with the other 64 per cent being borne by the parish. In addition, each 
incumbent is provided with a house, the value of this and some other help 
is estimated to be about £ 1,800 a year. For 1978-79 the average for 
incumbents will rise to above £ 3,000. 


These salaries are low in comparison to what graduates might expect in 
equivalent professions in Britain. A principal in the Civil Service - 
the bottom of the administrative grade - gets between £ 5,680 and £ 7,450 
a year. It has been pointed out recently that a married curate with 
children has been eligible for state aid to bring his income up to an 
acceptable minimum. 


The other question-mark over the Bishops' decision is where the candidates 
will be coming from to maintain the ministry at its present strength. The 
Bishops look forward to between 400 and 500 candidates a year, yet last year 
only 349 were recommended. This represented a considerable rise over the 
254 in 1976, but it is too soon to say whether it means a reversal of the 
downward trend that has persisted throughout the 1960's and 1970's. The 
last time over 400 candidates were recommended for the full-time stipendiary 


ministry was in 1970. 
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TRANSKEI MAINTAINS STANCE FOR 
NATIONAL METHODIST CHURCH 


Johannesburg (EPS) - The Transkei, the "Homeland" area in South Africa 
recently made independent, seems determined to go ahead with its plans 
to ban the Methodist Church of South Africa and to replace it with a 
Transkei Methodist Church (See EPS No.3, 26 January, 1978). 


A report in the South African Methodist Church newspaper "Dimension" 
says that this determination is apparent from a statement issued by 
the President of Conference, Rev. Abel Hendricks, after a Methodist 
delegation made direct representations to Transkei's Prime Minister on 
16 February. These representations will be referred to Transkei's 
Cabinet. 


Mr. Hendricks' statement also reveals the contents of a telegram from 
Transkei's Minister of Justice, it reads: "Prime Minister has directed 
that all church meetings of the Methodist Church in Transkei be for 
Transkeians only. Foreigners attending them will be dealt with." 


This telegram banned Mr. Hendricks from attending a ministerial consultation 
in Umtata on 21 February. The ban also meant that white ministers in the 
Transkei who are South African could not attend the meeting. 


Mr. Hendricks' statement said: "it has to be honestly stated at this point 
that things have not gone as well as we had hoped. The situation is most 
unhappy and disturbing". 


Emphasising that the representations to the Prime Minister were made 
"in the light of our pastoral responsibility to the Methodist people in 
Transkei", Mr. Hendricks urged Methodists throughout Southern Africa to 
remember the critical situation in their prayers. 


During the meeting with Chief Matanzima, the Transkei head of state, it 
had been alleged that the failure of the church to send greetings to 
Transkei head of state last year indicated that the church had become 
political "and that this accounted for its refusal to recognise the 
independence of Transkei." 


"We made it clear, however, that this decision in no way dealt with the 
question of recognition or non-recognition of any state". 


Mr. Hendricks also went on to deny the allegations by the Transkei that 
the Methodist Church is an instrument of the World Council of Churches. 
"No funds are paid by us to or received from the WCC", he said. 'We 
strongly oppose the WCC support of terrorist organizations and we firmly 
reject the use of violence as a means for political change”. 
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SUMMIT MEETING IN GDR BETWEEN 
CHURCH AND STATE 


Berlin, GDR (EPS) - The Protestant Churches in the German Democratic 
Republic (GDR) regard the meeting, held at their request on 6 March, 
with the President of the State Council, Erich Honecker, as having a 
"high symbolic value". In the course of the interview, called in the 
final communiqué "constructive and frank", the question of the co- 
existence of Christians and Marxists in the GDR was discussed. Among 
the ten important points for the church in these positive discussions 
were: television and radio time for religious programmes; prison chaplaincy; 
church workers' pension rights; construction of church buildings in new 
satellite towns, and increased importation of religious literature from 
the West. 


In his speech, head of state Honecker drew attention to the positive role 

of the church in its work for peace and humanity. Various possibilities 

are offered today to the churches in the GDR to participate in order to 
reach the "deeply humanistic goals" of the socialist society. All citizens, 
independent of ideological or religious conviction, have the opportunity 

of deploying their gifts, talents and personalities. 


According to Bishop Albrecht Schoenherr, who led the delegation of six 
members of the executive committee of the Federation of Protestant Churches, 
"frankness and transparency are the barometer of trust". It is important 
according to him that such an experience is made effective at all levels 
of society. 
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ARMENTAN CHRISTIAN STUDENTS 
MEET IN LEBANON 


Beirut (EPS) - Close to 400 Armenian students, some 30 professors and 
Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox invitees met on 4 March at Antelias, 
near Beirut, for the first encounter of its kind ever organized by the 
Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia. Sponsored by His Holiness Karekin II, 
Catholicos-Coadjutor of the See of Cilicia, this meeting gave the Armenian 
students an open platform to discuss and identify, beyond the barriers of 
ideological or church affiliation, their concerns and their role in the 
life of the church and society at large. 


During the course of the varied programme different speakers developed the 
theme of the meeting: "The role of youth in the church". Mr. Gabriel Habib, 
general secretary of the Middle East Council of Churches, said that youth 
probably did not see the church as the ideal he described, but that this 

was the challenge - to make the church what it should be in Jesus Christ 
helping the leaders to renew the church from within, uniting Christians, 

and extending the church's service to the university and to life. 


His Holiness Karekin II challenged the young students to change the 
image of the church as being only for the old and dying. According to 
him youth should know about their church and they should know what 
other people are doing within the church at large and outside the 
church. 
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LUTHERAN/ORTHODOX DIALOGUE 
IN GOOD HEART 


Istanbul (EPS) - A seven strong delegation from the Lutheran World 
Federation paid a fraternal visit to the Ecumenical Patriarch, 
Demetrius I, in Istanbul from 10-13 March. This is the first summit 
meeting between Lutherans and Orthodox since the two groups decided 
to enter into doctrinal dialogue at a world level. Lutherans and 
Orthodox have had years of theological dialogue at a regional level 
and the dialogue at international level is at the preparatory stage. 


During the course of ten intensive hours the discussion focussed on the 
question of the style of the dialogue and how the churches concerned 
would understand the talks. The Patriarch had expressed in the name of the 
14 Orthodox churches in communion with the Ecumenical Patriarchate the wish to 
engage in such a dialogue. These Orthodox churches count between them 
150 to 200 million faithful. The Lutheran World Federation groups 
together in 93 churches a total of some 53 million members. 
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ECUMENISM IN THE GROWTH 
OF YOUNG ORTHODOX 


Geneva (EPS) - The training of Orthodox young people is at the centre of 
two forthcoming consultations. The Programme of Theological Education 
(PTE) of the World Council of Churches (WCC) is organising in Basle, 
Switzerland, from 4-7 July, a meeting of delegates from 22 Orthodox 
theological institutions around the world. 


It will address itself on this occasion to the aspects of theological 
training: the "liturgy after the liturgy", which is preparation for 
active participation in society; opening of theological education to all 
believers and, exploration of the ecumenical dimensions of Orthodox 
Theological education. 


For its part the World Student Christian Federation (WSCF) has decided to 
hold its second international consultation for young Orthodox students 
from the 22-28 September, in Cairo. Sixty participants are expected to 
attend to discuss the theme: "Christian obedience and the search for 
liberation today". 


In organising this new forum - the first was in September 1977 in Nicosia - 
the WSCF recognizes the need to provide an opportunity to orthodox students 
and theologians to contribute to the life of the ecumenical movement in 
general and to participate directly in shaping the activities and defining 
priorities of the work of the WSCF which comprises a hundred member movements 
in 96 countries including some 15 Orthodox movements. 


The preparatory committee for this international meeting held in Beirut 
in March, has decided to seek a closer relationship with the PTE, 
particularly in the field of Orthodox student training. 
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PROTESTANT, CATHOLIC LEADERS IN 
NAMIBIA APPEAL FOR CALM, PEACE 


Windhoek (Namibia)- Leaders of the United Evangelical-Lutheran, the 
Anglican and the Roman Catholic churches in Southwest Africa have expressed 
concern over increasing tension in Namibia which has led to violence in 

the black ghetto Katatura near Windhoek. They have appealed to the 
population to "be calm and peaceful, especially during this critical period 
of our history". 


Bloody clashes earlier this month between black followers of the Southwest 
African People's Organization (SWAPO) and Hereros who support the so-called 
moderate Democratic "Turnhalle" Alliance (DTA) resulted in at least eleven 
killed and almost a hundred injured. Observers said the fighting was 

provoked by the body guards of Herero Chief Clemens Kapuuo, DTA vice president. 


The appeal was signed by President J.L. de Vries, of the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, the Rev. E.S. Morrow of the Anglican Church, and Catholic 
Bishop R. Koppmann. They urged that at this time "when we are striving for 
full independence and the status of a proud nation on the continent of 
Africa let us maintain our dignity and self-control and refrain from doing 
things which will bring shame upon us in the opinion of the world and give 
cause to those who say that we are too immature to accept the responsibility 
of nationhood". 


The statement warned against vengeance, urged observance of the law that no 
weapons be carried in public, private bodyguards be disbanded and police 
only be entrusted with protection when needed. 


Reference to private bodyguards points to the tribal armies which, with 

the help of South African authorities, were formed for the protection of 
tribal chiefs. They are rejected by the churches as well as by SWAPO as 
an obstruction to the unification of Namibia and independence. 


SWAPO tecently agreed that a token force of 1,500 South African troops 

could remain during the electoral process under the control and surveillance 
of the UN Peace-Keeping Force. But they should be unarmed and confined to 
one base at Karasberg in southern Namibia, to be withdrawn one week after 
election results have been certified. 


SWAPO made this concession to "facilitate progress .. towards a peaceful 
settlement". To this end the organization agreed in principle to submit 
its own forces to confinement, surveillance and monitoring of the UN force, 
but coupled this with a demand that besides the full withdrawal of an 
estimated 50,000 South African troops, the Bantustan tribal authorities, 
security forces, tribal armies, commandos and shooting clubs should be 
dismantled. 


As a demonstration of good will towards progress in the negotiations, 
SWAPO said it would consider releasing eleven counter revolutionaries 


and enemy agents who are being held for "crimes against the Namibian 
liberation struggle". 


SWAPO spokesman Mokganedi Tlhabanello has told all members of the 
organization to avoid becoming involved in incidents such as those at 
Katatura. South African forces must not be given the pretext of civil 
war to remain, he said. He warned against deliberate lies that are spread 
claiming SWAPO was responsible for the Katatura clashes. 
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US CHURCHES SHIP 10,000 TONNES 
OF WHEAT TO VIETNAM 


Houston, Texas (EPS) - The first ship from the United States to Vietnam 
since the war is being loaded here with 10,000 tonnes of wheat (110 rail- 
road cars) given by concerned Americans through their churches to help 
offset a serious grain shortfall and consequent hunger. The "people-to- 
people gift'is sponsored by Church World Service, the relief and development 
agency of the National Council of Churches. 


The National Council in addition has gone on record as favouring an 

end to the American aid and trade embargo against Vietnam in a resolution 
adopted by its Governing Board and in a letter to President Carter which 
urged "a generous and timely response to the unmet food needs of Vietnam 
and Laos" by seeking congressional repeal of legislation that has prevented 
government assistance to the two countries. 


Despite the embargo, the Government has granted a special licence for the 
shipment, but a request for reimbursement of shipping costs, normal 
procedure for CWS shipments to non-embargoed countries, was rejected. 


Shipping costs amount to about $ 700,000 for the two million dollars worth 
of wheat donated by farmers through the Christian Rural Overseas Program 
of CWS. It is expected to reach Ho Chih Minh City (formerly Saigon) aboard 
the MS Antiochia in the latter part of April. 


Church World Service began the project in response to an appeal by the 

World Council of Churches' Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 

World Service (CICARWS) and reports by the UN and the World Food Organization 
which called attention to a million tonne grain shortage caused by a severe 
winter, droughts in some parts and flooding in other parts of the country. 


CICARWS Director Jean Fischer in Geneva commended the American churches 
for the initiative taken in support of the WCC appeal for Vietnam as a 
"sign of the spirit of reconciliation and love that our Lord has given us 
through his Gospel and life." 


Commendation and support has reached CWS from many of the CICARWS related 
agencies in other countries. The Swiss churches aid agency HEKS has made 
a symbolic financial contribution of Sfr. 50,000 and DM 50,000 has reached 
CWS from "Das Diakonische Werk", the relief arm of the German Protestant 
churches, which expressed the hope that a "long-term commitment of the 
American churches towards reconstruction in Vietnam and Laos will be 
realized soon". The German churches gift was made in addition to their 
"continuously strong commitment" in the two countries. 
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SALVATION ARMY CELEBRATES 
CENTENARY OF NAME 


London (EPS) - The Salvation Army is this year celebrating the centenary 
of the movements’ name. Formed in 1865 as the Christian Mission the name 
The Salvation Army was adopted in May 1878, and Salvationists from 82 
countries plan to celebrate the event in London in June this year. An 
international congress has been called, only the sixth such event staged 
by the Army since 1865. 


Beside the centenary of the change of name, it is also one hundred years 
since William Booth adopted the use of brass bands in evangelisation, 
and a century since the Doctrinal Statement of the Army was formulated. 
Since the last international congress, in 1965, the Army has expanded its 
work to Fiji, Portugal, Spain, Malawi and Venezuela. 

EPS 
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POLITICAL/ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS 
CAUSE TARGET/LENGO SPLIT 


Nairobi (EPS) - Financial, political and administrative difficulties have 
forced the closure of the 14-year-old East African Venture Ltd., publishers 
of the English-language Christian weekly ''Target'' and its Swahili counterpart 
"Lengo". The company which went out of business 1 March, was jointly owned 
by the National Christian Council of Kenya (NCCK) and the Christian Council 
of Tanzania (CCT). 


According to agreements reached between the two councils and overseas donors, 
present plans provide for the continued publication of "Target" by the NCCK, 
while "Lengo" is to be published in Tanzania by the CCT. Lengo Press, which 
printed the two Christian weeklies and is still commercially viable, may 
continue to function as a job-printing enterprise. 


Both papers published special issues for the convenience of delegates and other 
participants of the World Council of Churches Fifth Assembly held here in 
December, 1975. 


Richard Ondeng, chairman of the disbanded publishing firm, said the decision 
to separate the publications and discontinue the jointly owned company was 
influenced by the fact that overseas donors failed to help the company meet 
accumulated debts amounting to about $ 184,000 but were prepared to continue 
supporting the weeklies under the new plan. 


Political differences between Kenya and Tanzania, leading to closure of the 
border caused a drop in "Lengo's" circulation from 30,000 to 10,000 "Target" 
has a circulation of 8,000 : the publisher also had problems with the Kenyan 
government which took exception to critical stands the publications took on 
certain national issues. 


Among the distinguished former editors of the bilingual publications is 
Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu of Kisumu, member of the WCC's Central Committee 
and moderator of its communication committee. Under the new plan each of the 
papers will have 75 per cent of its annual budget met by overseas donors 


during the first year, 50 per cent in the second and 25 per cent in the 
third years. 
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DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS CALLED FOR 
IN THE NEW HEBRIDES 


Sydney (EPS) - The Australian Council of Churches (ACC) has called on the 
Australian, British and French Governments "to take every initiative 
possible" to see the present undemocratic Assembly in the New Hebrides is 
dissolved and new elections are held under United Nations supervision. 


A recent meeting of the ACC Executive Committee, recognized that 

"the present Assembly established by the British and French Governments 
in the New Hebrides does not have the electoral support of the majority 
of New Hebrideans". The ACC say that the present Assembly is "divisive 


and should not frame the future constitution and structures of the 
Government of the New Hebrides". 


The ACC resolution is being forwarded to the British Council of Churches 
and the French Roman Catholic Church and Protestant Association. 


The Council also called "on Australian churches to support the New 
Hebridean Christians by prayer and other non-violent ways in their present 
crisis + 

EPS 
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CHRISTIANS QUESTION 
EMPEROR SYSTEM 


Tokyo (EPS) - Since "national foundation day" was revived by the Japanese 
government 12 years ago, Christians have resisted this designation and have 
opposed government support of celebrations. 


This year's meeting on 11 February, at Yomiuri Hall in Tokyo was attended 
by 800 participants protesting the sudden decision of the government to 
support a foundation day" ceremony sponsored by Shinto and rightist groups. 


The supporters of "foundation day" stress that 11 February should be accepted 
as the beginning of the 2000-year succession of emperors, which should be the 
continuing basis for the nation and a source of pride to the Japanese people. 


Christians and citizen's groups who see this day as symbolizing Japan's past 
military system expressed their position in debates on such issues as 
compulsory shrine worship and Japanese war responsibilities. It was stated 
that it is hard to accept imperial succession as a point of pride for the 
Japanese since the emperor system means by its very nature the continuation 
of social discrimination and subtle aggression orientation towards other 
Asian countries. Shintoism, of the emperor worship variety, was forced on 
the nation as a means of political domination. Thus, said Professor Inoue 
of Kyota University, "our responsibility for the wars involving China and 
for World War II should be expressed in our strong denial of the emperor's 
divinity". Inoue concluded, "Why can't we find the true meaning of being 
Japanese without clinging to the emperor?" 
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CHINESE CHURCH LEADERS PARTICIPATE 
IN PEOPLE'S CONFERENCE 


Peking (EPS) - At the recent National Committee of the Chinese People's 
Political Consultative Conference 16 "representatives of religious circles' 
were on the official list of participants. These included Christian, 
Buddhist and Muslim leaders and Tibetan lamas. 


The conference, which met concurrently with the National People's Congress, 
is a broadly-based, largely symbolic body that is supposed to represent 
China's nonparty groups, including national minorities, intellectuals, 
overseas Chinese, the women's federation and religious groups. 


The Christian representatives included Lin Liang-mo, former deputy secretary 
general of the All China Conference of Protestant Churches and associated, 
in the 1950s, with youth associations; Rev. Ting Kuang-hsnu, Protestant 
Bishop and formerly president of the Nanking Theological Seminary; and two 
Roman Catholics, Mgr. Pi Shu-shih, Archbishop of Shenyang and chairman of 
the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association, and Mgr. Chang Chia-shu, 
vice-chairman of that association in Shanghai. 


Another name also to appear on the list was that of Lo Kuan-tsung, a former 
leader of the YMCA in Shanghai. 
EPS 
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STATISTICAL BOMBSHELL HITS 
FRENCH PROTESTANTS 


Privas, France (EPS) - The announcement by M. Roger Mehl, dean of the 
theological faculty of Strasbourg, of the statistics, prepared by a 
market research consultancy about the number of protestants in France 
had the effect of a small bombshell on the meeting of the permanent 
council of the Reformed and Lutheran churches of France. According to 
the statistics, the number of French people who declare themselves 
Protestant is three times as high as the number of faithful known to 
all French protestant churches. A total of three million Protestants 
are residing throughout the country, said M. Mehl. The churches based 
their figures on one million protestants, out of a population of around 
of MLL ison. 


The Assembly of the permanent council comprises 72 delegates, ministers 
and lay people, representing the Reformed Church, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, the Reformed Church of Alsace-Lorraine and the Church of the 
Augsberg Confession of Alsace-Lorraine. 

EPS 


MAJOR US BANK STOPS FURTHER 
LOANS TO SOUTH AFRICA 


New York (EPS) - The decision by Citibank, the second largest bank in the 
USA, to make no further loans to South Africa was greeted by Timothy Smith 
director of the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility as "a very 
important first step", and a "reversal" of Citibank's former stance that 
it would continue to make loans to South Africa if they were economically 
feasible. 


Church pressure is believed to have been an important factor in Citibank's 
change of policy. Last November the Governing Board of the National Council 
of Churches of Christ (NCCC) in the USA adopted a policy statement on 
Southern Africa which called for, among other things, the National Council 
"to undertake to withdraw" all of its funds and accounts from banks doing 
business with South Africa. The NCCCs US $ 5 million yearly payroll is 
with Citibank. 

EPS 


POLAND INVITES GRAHAM 
TO PREACH 


Warsaw (EPS) - Dr. Billy Graham, well-known US evangelist, has been 
invited by the Baptist Union of Poland to conduct a series of religious 
meetings in that country. 


It is understood that the government has given approval for an invitation 
to be extended. Polish Baptists have worked with other christian groups 
for almost 20 years to bring about such a visit. 


They expect that Dr. Graham will respond affirmatively, and hope the visit 
will take place in September. Dr. Walter M. Smyth, Director of International 
Ministries for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, has said that the 
Evangelist "would clear his calendar of other engagements" to respond to 

such an invitation. 


This would be Dr. Graham's second official visit to Eastern Europe, last 
September, he and a team of co-workers spent one week in Hungary. 
EPS 
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YIOLENCE CONDEMNED, APPEAL LAUNCHED, 
FOLLOWING MIDDLE EAST FLARE-UP 


Geneva (EPS) - Following the invasion of Lebanon by Israeli forces the 
Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) in Beirut and the World Council 

of Churches (WCC) expressed "indignation at the massive Israeli invasion 
of Lebanon" and the attacks on Palestinian refugee camps. Pointing out 
the futility of violence perpetrated by both sides of the conflict", the 
WCC said "we cannot conceive that this vicious circle of violence will 
ever be solved unless all parties involved insist equally both upon the 
need to respect secure and recognised borders for the state of Israel and 
upon the need to recognise and implement Palestinians’ rights to self- 
determination and to their own homeland." 


The MECC said "Israel should realise once and for all that its security 
and peace in the region cannot be fulfilled" by these means. 


The statements were made in an exchange of cables between Gabriel Habib, 
general secretary of the MECC, and Leopoldo Niilus, director of the WCC's 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. (CCIA). 


In a move to help alleviate the suffering caused by the fighting WCC's 
Churches Commission on Inter-Church, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) 
issued an appeal for US $ 200,000 cash in order to buy blankets, kitchen 
utensils, plastic sandals and provide medical care. Material aid such as 
high protein food, dry beans, milk and food for young children, was also 
requested, 


This appeal came following a cable from WCC's Middle East Secretary, 
Father George Tsetsis, who was visiting in Beirut at the time of the 
fighting. He reported that "virtually the whole population of South 
Lebanon, both Lebanese and Palestinians have fled their homes beyond the 
expanding fighting zone now some 15 km into Lebanese territory. 
Unofficial estimates are that some quarter-million people have been 
displaced mainly in Sidon, West Beirut and the Bekaa". 


The CICARWS appeal also asks churches and church relief agencies "to 
urge their home governments to provide emergency financial and material 
aid support to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). 

EPS 


GOVERNMENT DROPS CHARGES 
AGAINST KOTZE 


Cape Town (EPS) - The South African Government has dropped charges against 
Methodist Minister Rev. Theo Kotze, of violating the banning order which 
was imposed on him last October. 


Mr. Kotze was the director of the Cape Province of the now banned 
Christian Institute and had been accused of breaking his banning order 
by preaching a sermon last November. 

EPS 


POTTER APPEALS TO CARTER 
ON ‘WILMINGTON 10' 


Geneva (EPS) - In a letter to United States President, Jimmy Carter, 

Dr. Philip Potter, General Secretary of WCC has urged the President "to use 
your influence to bring about the release and a Pardon of Innocence for the 
‘Wilmington 10'." 


Dr. Potter's letter is a follow-up to a similar appeal he made on behalf of 
the Central Committee of the WCC last August. 


The Rev. Benjamin Chavis, a United Church of Christ minister and leader of 
the ten was, together with 4 group of mainly black citizens, convicted in 1972 
for conspiring to commit "unlawful burning", and assault on policemen and 


firemen during racial disturbances in Wilmington, North Carolina. 


Dr. Potter's letter draws attention to the recent decision of Governor Hunt 
of North Carolina, "which sustained the legality of the trial of this group 
and granted neither the release nor a pardon for the 'Wilmington 10'." 


Referring to continued contact with the United Church of Christ and the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, the WCC general secretary's 
letter states: "As you know, their concern that justice be done in this case 
continues, and this was underscored in the meeting you and members of your 
staff had with church leaders on 24 February." 


The case of the 'Wilmington 10' has, says Dr. Potter "both legally and morally" 
become a national concern and "is an issue which troubles not only churches in 
the US but also(WCC) member churches in many other countries." 


Appealing to President Carter's "personal commitment" to the implementation of 
human rights the letter concludes that the granting of the release and a Pardon 
of Innocence “would greatly enhance your moral stance and credibility both at 
home and abroad." 

EPS 


METHODIST LEADER CALLS FOR DISMANTLING 
OF APARTHEID STRUCTURE 


London (EPS) - Full support for the struggle against apartheid has been 
urged on Britain's Methodist Community by the President of the Methodist 
Conference the Rev. B. Arthur Shaw. 


In a message to mark the start of the International Year against Apartheid, 
Dr. Shaw, who recently visited Southern Africa, said: "The deaths of Steve 
Biko and many other detainees, the shooting of black adults and children, 
the silencing of the concerned voice of the Christian Institute and of 
other bodies, show the need to continue our efforts for the dismantling of 
the whole structure of apartheid. 


"The Methodist people should seek to understand the voice of all seeking 
freedom, political rights and equal opportunities for black people in 
South Africa and demand the release of all political prisoners and 
detainees held by the South African government. 


"Methodists should urge the British government to support a total withdrawal 
of South African troops from Namibia and free United Nations supervised 
elections, said Dr. Shaw. The statement calls also for an end to the supply 
of oil from South Africa to Rhodesia for as long as UN sanctions continue". 
EPS 


WCC SENDS MESSAGE TO TAIWAN 
PRESBYTERIANS 


Taipei (EPS) - The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan 

met from 28-31 March. In a message to the church, World Council of 

Churches General Secretary Dr. Philip Potter, referred to the frequent 
exchange of messages which underline and express "the fellowship between us". 


On the assembly's discussion on church growth Dr. Potter expressed the 
hope that this meeting "will contribute to strenthening the witness of 
your church and make it visibly a 'confessing community’." 


Alluding to the "difficult period of transition" Taiwan is facing the 

WCC general secretary's message went on to say: "We have been encouraged 

to receive the 'Declaration on Human Rights' issued by your church in 
August 1977, and we are assured that your courageous appeal to Christian 
Churches throughout the world for solidarity and support is being heard". 
EPS 


GHANATAN CHURCH LEADERS CALL FOR FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH AND AN END TO VIOLENCE 


Accra, Ghana (EPS) - Protestant and Roman Catholic Church leaders have 
accused the Ghanaian Government of suppressing freedom of speech and of 
sometimes using violence against those who disagree with the Government. 


In a strongly-worded memorandum the Christian leaders list a number of 
incidents where soldiers and police have been involved in violent attacks 
on university and secondary school staffs and students, and other incidents 
where the police have stood and watched as pro-government demonstrators 
have violently disrupted anti-government rallies. 


At the same time the church leaders have addressed "the faithful" in the 
churches with a pastoral letter which appealed to all Christians to refrain 
from acts of violence, and to listen to views that differ from their own. 


The leaders felt obliged to write the letter because "the evidence before us... 
is that although we are engaged in a search for a new political system, people 
are not allowed to speak their minds freely". 


Both statements were signed on behalf of the Catholic Church by Bishop 
D.K. Andoh, President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference and Fr. H. Senco, 
Secretary General of the National Catholic Secretariat; and on behalf of 
the Protestant Churches by Rev. C.K. Dovlo and Rev. C.A. Ansa, Chairman and 
Secretary respectively of the Christian Council of Ghana. 

EPS 


MIDDLE EAST CONSULTATION ON 
"WOMEN IN CHURCH AND SOCIETY" 


Cairo (EPS) - The first Middle East Consultation on "Women in Church and 
Society" was held at the beginning of March in Cairo. Over 35 wamen from 
six Middle Eastern countriés gathered for the seminar, jointly organized by 
the Middle East Council of Churches' Women's Programme and the WCC's Sub- 
unit on Women in Church and Society. 


With Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Protestant participants the 
seminar was convened with the goal of helping women and the churches in 

the Middle East to understand the status of women in church and society 

and the importance of their role in the Christian community and in the 
lives of their nations. During the consultation participants also met with 
some women working in Christian Education and with more than 100 women 
pursuing theological courses at the Orthodox Church seminary. 


The Coptic Orthodox Church hosted the meeting at the patriarchate in Cairo. 
His Holiness Pope Shenoudah III, Patriarch of that Church, in opening the 
consultation, referred to the Genesis creation accounts, emphasizing that 
woman was created "equal in talent and authority". He spoke also of the 
many women mentioned in the Bible and in church history who have shown 
talents in leadership, courage, and service. He noted in particular the 
women who were among the last to leave the Cross and the first to witness 
the Resurrection. 


Discussions concerned three issues particularly relevant to Christian women 

in the Middle East. Firstly, the role of women in the Church, from the 
perspectives of the Bible, history, and canon law. Secondly, Women in Laws, 
both civil and religious, with special attention given to the importance of 
societal customs and to the status of women in family and employment laws. 

The importance of women taking a more active role in understanding and shaping 
civil and religious laws was stressed. Women in rural and urban development, 
was the third area of reflection. Here, speakers pointed to an understanding 
of development as a form of evangelism and to the need for women to share their 
skills in their communities. 


Some areas for continued study and work were evaluated. For example, the 
possibilities for undertaking further studies in the laws and traditions of 

the various churches. Additional study of the laws and common practices 

in society which discriminate against women was called for. The need to 
provide equal access to health care, educational facilities and family 
counselling services, with assurances that local populations participate in 
decision-making about community services, was emphasized. Finally, participants 
recommended that churches should co-operate in measures to promote the welfare 


of children during the International Year of the Child in 1979. eee 
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NEW BISHOP FOR BOLIVIAN 
METHODIST CHURCH 


La Paz (EPS) - The Evangelical Methodist Church in Bolivia, after two 
years of transition and seeking new direction, has elected an Aymara 
as Bishop of the Church. Bishop Zacarias Mamani will be involved in 
the work of the overall coordination and as official representative of 
the Evangelical Methodist Church in Bolivia. 

EPS 


| 
ZIMBABWE SETTLEMENT WELCOMED 
BY ANGLICAN BODY 


London (EPS) - The internal settlement reached in Salisbury, Rhodesia, 
between Mr. Ian Smith and the three African leaders - Bishop Abel Muzorewa, 
the Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole and Chief Jeremiah Chirau - has been welcomed 
by an official Anglican body as "a first step towards establishing a multi- 
racial Rhodesia-Zimbabwe". 


The International Affairs Committee of the Church of England's Board for 
Social Responsibility also said it would welcome all efforts to encourage 
those standing apart from the internal settlement - such as the leaders of 
the Patriotic Front, Mr. Joshua Nkomo and Mr. Robert Mugabe, as well as 
those white elements that did not accept Mr. Smith's leadership - to 
reconsider their participation. 


This endorsement by English Anglicans (almost certain to be opposed by 

other English Anglicans) of an agreement that many others in Britain regard 
with at best coolness was made public at the same time as news came from 
Rhodesia of the Anglican Church there lending its support to the new regime. 
The swearing in of the four-man Executive Council which consists of the four 
leaders who signed the agreement and which replaces the Prime Minister, was 
performed not by the Rhodesian President, Mr. John Wrathall, as might have 
been expected, but by the Suffragan Bishop of Mashonaland, the Rt. Rev. 
Patrick Murindagomo. 


According to Chief Chirau the reason for choosing him was: "we decided to 
have someone in authority, but who is neutral. Only a clergyman who has 
allegiance to God can be impartial." 


Observers in London saw the Bishop's role in legitimizing the new regime 
as compromising the Anglican Church for the future in the event of the new 
regime being unable to command general support and finding itself forced to 
give way to the guerrillas of the Patriotic Front. 

EPS 


PARTY MILITANTS CALL FOR 
RELIGION IN SCHOOLS 


Buéa, Cameroon (EPS) - A recent youth conference in Buéa of the Cameroon 
National Union asked for the restoration of religious teaching in public 
schools. In a report on the cultural animation of youth, participants 
deplored the non-recognition of moral religious instruction in Cameroon 
public schools. "The non-recognition of moral religious knowledge and 
moral instruction in our educational system is a great set-back to our 
fundamental aspirations as a nation" they declared. 


The youths in Buéa were apparently expressing a widely held opinion over 

the country that pupils in church schools demonstrate a greater sense of 
discipline and good conduct than those in government run schools. During 

the conference it was stated that: "We are turning out young people who 

have not been schooled in basic moral values", and that the moral life of 

the nation was in a state of degeneration. The delegates felt that the: 
"restoration of moral values in our society could be achieved only by the 
institution of religious knowledge throughout our school system". These 

views should not be taken lightly as "these are the same children we expect 

to take on the mantle of leadership tomorrow, children without moral scruple". 


The young people are determined to have their voice heard. For as one of 
their leaders put it, "Our party allows for free discussion of issues. 

And if the leaders expect us to play our role fully, they must also listen 
to us'', Head of State, President Ahmadou Ahidjo, has consistently said 

that the party does not expect its youth wing to be just sterile and passive 
elements in the political life of the nation. 


The Buéa conference grouped delegates from all over the South-West Province, 
one out of seven in the Republic. Similar conferences were held in the 
other six provinces. They will culminate in a National Party Youth 
Conference in September. 

EPS 
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Mining is a hazardous occupation wherever it is 
carried out. Bolivia, where working conditions 
generally are poor and where there is little 
alternative work, is no exception. 

(Front page) Bolivian women shoulder a heavy burden. 
(2090) A torch to help in the search for gold. 
(2091) Seven-thousand people work in this largest 
tin-mine in the world. 

(2092) Living conditions for the miners and their 
families. 

(2093)Surface mining above cloud level in the 

Andean mountains. 

(2094) The death toll is high. The church maintains 
a ministry and an influence. 

(2095) The portrait of Bolivar, the Bolivian 
liberator, towers over the present power structure - 
the military. 

(2096) The mine-workers caddy in their spare time 
for their management. 
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(2097) At a "Women in the Media’ consul- 
tation held recently in Beirut, Lebanon, 
Mrs. Julie Fajemisin, from Nigeria, 
illustrates a point. 


(2098) Ms. Joyce Holder, from the World 
YWCA Caribbean Region demonstrates low 
cost media at the Beirut consultation. 
(Story: EPS No./, 1978:) 
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(2099) Dr. Carl Mau, General Secreta 
of the Lutheran World Federation 

exchanging gifts with the Ecumenical 
Patriarch, Demetrios I, in Istanbul. 


(2100) The seven-strong Lutheran 
World Federation delegation at a 
fraternal meeting with the Ecumenica 
Patriarch, in Istanbul. 

(Story: EPS No.8, 1978.) 


(2101) A food store is guarded in 
Vietnam where shortages have brought 
help from many quarters including th 
American Churches. 

(Story: EPS No.8, 1978.) 
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COUNCIL OF CHURCHES TO BE 
ESTABLISHED IN NAMIBIA 


Windhoek, Namibia (EPS) - Church leaders of the Lutheran, Catholic, Anglican, 
Congregational and African Methodist Episcopal Churches, meeting here at the 
end of January, decided to establish a Council of Churches in Namibia. The 
Council will be officially constituted during the week of prayer for Christian 
Unity on Friday, 12 May. 


World Council of Churches, General Secretary, Dr. Philip Potter, in a letter 
to the Chairman of the Steering Committee, expressed the WCC's "delight" over 
the decision. "It is also of deep concern to us that the churches of the 
various confessions should come together in enterprises of common witness and 
ecumenical sharing", said Dr. Potter. 


A draft constitution for the Council includes the following objects: to foster 
that unity which is God's will and his gift to the Church; to co-ordinate and 
consolidate the activities of the member Churches in any field which may be 
agreed to by the General Meeting of the Council; to promote and protect the 
common interests of the member Churches; to assist persons in need and to 
promote self-help projects; to co-operate with bodies having similar aims; 

to distribute information about Namibia and the Churches in Namibia and to 
gather information relevant to the Churches in Namibia; to organise conferences, 
meetings and educational courses. 


In spite of the United Nations order to withdraw from the territory, the 
South African Government continues to control this vast area of South-West Africa. 
Under the South African racist regime the churches, particularly the Evangelical 
Lutherans, Anglicans, and Catholics have been active in helping the victims of 
racism and political repression. As a result of their action, several 
ecclesiastical leaders have been prosecuted. In 1975, Anglican Bishop 
Richard Wood of Damaraland, was exiled from the territory for having identified 
himself with the oppressed people of the country. 
EPS 


ETHIOPIAN RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
DESIRE TO HELP COUNTRY'S UNITY 


Geneva (EPS) - Various news items on the religious situation have recently 
filtered out from Ethiopia. Although, according to certain sources reprisals 
against Christians have been made by Moslems, it is also understood that 
representatives of the Orthodox, Protestant and Catholic Churches, as well as 
Moslem dignitaries met with 1200 Christians in the Ethiopian capital, Addis 
Ababa, recently to express their desire to help the unity of the country. 


The main subject of this meeting was "Religion must not divide us". The 
Coptic Orthodox Patriarch Tekle Haimanot and the Iman Haji Mohammed Sani Habib 
pleaded for the unity of the country, in spite of the enemy's efforts to use 
religious criteria for their own means. They ought to stress the fact that 
Somali aggression" in the Ogaden could be forced back because Ethiopians of 
different confessions fought together to defend the "same fatherland". 


Meanwhile, the British Sunday newspaper, "The Observer" reported on 2 April, 
that Ethiopia's military rulers have banned several books of the Bible, 
including St. Mark's Gospel, as "contradictory to the ongoing revolution". 


Other proscribed books include Dante's "Divine Comedy" 


"Hamlet" and Shakespeare's 


However, this does not seem to have influenced the enthusiasm of the Catholics, 
Orthodox and Mennonites of Dire Dawa, a city of 100 000 inhabitants situated in 


the Eastern part of the country, who will be inaugurating in December a shared 
church built at the cost of US $ 25,000. | 
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NEW FORMS OF WORSHIP INVOLVE 
INDIAN YOUTH IN SOCIAL PROBLEMS 


Whitefield, Bangalore (EPS) - Forms of worship which end with a challenge 
to the worshippers to leave their prayers and go out into the world and 
worship God through revolutionary involvement, and for change of an unjust 


System, were produced during a ten-day "School of Worship" at the Ecumenical 
Christian Centre, Whitefield, Bangalore, in March. 


The meeting examined the social relevance of worship and how prayer services 
could be made an expression of relationship with God and man in a world which 
calls for human commitment and action. It was also discussed how worship 


styles, at present alien to Indian culture, could be made more Indian in 
expression, 


The first three days of the school were spent in analysing the prevailing 
unjust political, social and economic situation in India. The latter part 
of the school was used by participants to prepare worship forms on issues 
such as unemployment, Harijan opposition, police atrocities, drop-outs from 
the education system, and slum eviction. These new worship forms will be 


printed in a book of worship to be used at youth group meetings and 
conferences. 


The school participants represented both lay people and clergy from 
Catholic and Protestant churches in India. 


EPS 


NEW DIRECTOR FOR CICARWS 
APPOINTED 


Geneva (EPS) - Jean Fischer, deputy director of the WCC's Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) has been named as 
Director of the Commission, effective from 1 April. He succeeds the late 
Muriel Webb, who died last August. 


Mr. Fischer joined the staff of the World Council of Churches in 1964 as 
CICARWS Secretary for Africa and remained in that position until being 
seconded to the All Africa Conference of Churches, from September '68 to 
September '69, to organize that bodies' second Assembly. He returned to 
CICARWS in a three-fold capacity, as coordinator of the area secretaries}; 
of the project system, and of the special development projects secretariat, 
a position he held until his appointment as deputy director in 1974. 


Born in Tunis (Tunisia) in 1933, Jean Eugene Fischer was trained as a 
mechanical engineer at the Technical Institute of the Canton of Zurich in 
Winterthur, Switzerland, where he received his diploma in 1956. He is of 
Swiss nationality. 


An active layman in the Swiss Reformed Church - he has been the moderator 
since 1976 of the Third World Commission of the National Protestant Church 
of Geneva - Jean Fischer, when he left college, joined the staff of the 
Paris Missionary Society and served in Zambia (then Northern Rhodesia) as 
director of the Senanga Trades School. He later became the director of the 
youth department of the Church of Barotseland and treasurer/administrator 
of that church. 


Mr. Fischer is married to the former Nicole Duchable and they have three 
children. 
EPS 
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UNCLOS OPENS IN 
GENEVA 


Geneva (EPS) - The UN Conference on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) reopened in 
Geneva last week. The previous session ended in New York last July having 
failed to agree about seabed mining and coastal jurisdiction. In an attempt 
to get a fair deal for developing and landlocked countries and in order to 
highlight environmental concerns a group of concerned people with some church 
backing have been granted observer status at the Conference and are monitoring 
the proceedings. 


Ms. Miriam Levering of the Ocean Education Project, Washington, DC, in 
explaining "why church concern" said that UNCLOS was the "biggest law making 
conference in the history of the world" and that it could be a model for arms 
control and disarmament. Therefore, interested people in the United Methodist 
Church, Brethren, Roman Catholics and Quakers have formed a team, which is 


known to the 2,000 or so delegates from most countries in the world, as the 
Neptune team. 


This group of concerned individuals will be facilitating agreement at the 
conference by selecting issues that are stalled and consulting delegates on 

how they can be helped and on who needs answers to what problems. In order to 

do this the team holds meetings with delegates where all comment is unattributable 
and they then publish a report of the discussions. Secondly, they attempt to- 


raise public awareness of the issues involved by publishing news reports on the 
issues. 


They see the UNCLOS conference as a step toward protecting a threatened ocean 
and its life. "It could help provide ocean protein for the hungry, not only, 
as at present, the affluent", said Ms. Levering. 

EPS 


MIDLAND BANK ANNOUNCES END 
TO SOUTH AFRICAN LOANS 


London (EPS) - Midland Bank, one of Britain's "big five" banking groups has 
announced in the Chairman's 1978 statement to shareholders that it has ended 
direct loans to the South African government and that no new loans have been 
made since 1975. It regards such loans as "unattractive commercial risks". 


This decision follows similar action and public statements by banks in the 
Netherlands and by Chase Manhattan and Citibank in the United States. 


The Midland chairman's statement marks the culmination of a campaign led by the 
pressure group End Loans to South Africa (ELTSA) and Church groups in Britain, 
which, in 1976, faced the bank with the first ever resolution on such a social 
issue to have been brought to a British company's AGM. 


Following private consultations with the Bank and church groups such as the 
Methodist Church, the British Council of Churches and the (Anglican) Church 
Commissioners, the Bank made their unprecedented public statement on their 
South African loans policy. 


The chairman's statement qualifies the bank's decision by saying that: 

"such new arrangements as we make for borrowers within South Africa are now 
confined to the finance of identifiable trade with the United Kingdom. This 
policy does not, however, envisage our ceasing to grant conventional banking 
support to those commercial customers who have South African interests". 


The World Council of Churches' Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) which 
initiated the international campaign against bank loans to South Africa 
welcomed the Midland statement but noted that although Midland's direct 
involvement with South Africa is decreasing its indirect contact, particularly 
through an associated company Standard and Chartered Bank, is not affected. 

EPS 
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MARSHALL NOT TO SEEK RE-ELECTION 
TO LCA PRESIDENCY 


New York (EPS) - Dr. Robert Marshall, president of the Lutheran Church in 
America (LCA) has announced that he will not stand for re-election to the 
post when his present term ends at the end of September. Until now, it 
was expected that he would be re-elected to his third four-year term. 


Dr. Marshall, formerly president of the Illinois Synod of the LCA, and Old 
Testament Professor at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, announced 
that he had accepted the post of director of the Lutheran World Ministries 
(LWM) office of mission, service and development, effective from 1 October. 
The LWM office is a cooperative organization for overseas programmes serving 
the LCA, the American Lutheran Church and the Association of Evangelical 
Lutheran Churches. The LWM office is also the US National Committee for the 
Lutheran World Federation. 


Dr. Marshall also said that in ecumenical work, he felt he will have fulfilled 
his responsibility as chairperson of the Lutheran World Federation priorities 
committee when it meets in August, that his role as moderator of the World 
Council of Churches finance committee is completed with reorganization of 

WCC finances and his activities with the Central Committee of the WCC will be 
"rounded off" at the time of the January meeting in Jamaica. 


Dr. Marshall has been chairman of the Finance Committee of the WCC since the 
5th Assembly in Nairobi in 1975. 


The LCA president's announcement said that "after several months of serious and 
prayerful consideration I decided that an opportune time had arrived for a 
transition. Many of the concerns we have shared have been worked through to a 
point of development that is gratifying." 

EPS 


MARXIST GOVERNMENT OF CONGO 
PLUNDERS CHURCHES 


Brazzaville (EPS) - The Marxist government of the People's Republic of the 
Congo, has banned all Sects, religious movements and associations in the Congo, 
with the exception of seven denominations. In accordance with decree No.78/076 
of 8 February, no less than 30 religious groups, sects and associations were 
dissolved because their actual aims, activities and actions did not concur with 
the general interests of the nation and its revolution. Their properties, 
furniture and houses were confiscated by the Government. The only denominations 
allowed to continue their ministry are the Catholic Church, the Evangelical Church 
of the Congo (member of the WCC), the Salvation Army, the Church of Christ on 
Earth by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu, the Moslem Committee of the Congo, the 
Mission of the Prophet Lassy Zephyrin and Tenrikyo. All Youth Organisations, 
apart from the Union of the Socialist Youth of the Congo, (UJSC) the young wing 
of the only party, are also forbidden. 


Therefore, these churches are deprived of the possibilities of teaching religion 
to young people. The Congolese Information Agency reports that, during a speech 
mid-February, the Head of State reconfirmed that the UJSC is the only youth 
movement responsible for the education and guidance of Congolese youth. 
Consequently, the existence of organizations supporting youth by means of 
recognized religious confessions is no longer admitted or tolerated. 


Among the dissolved religious communities are the Pentecostal Assembly of God, 
the 7th Day Adventists, the Missionary Action of the French Assemblies of God, 
and the Evangelical Revival Church. 

EPS 
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ECUMENICAL YOUTH COUNCIL IN EUROPE 
QUESTIONS CHURCHES 


Glay, France (EPS) - A series of questions on four areas of major concern to 
the youth of Europe were asked during the second European Ecumenical Youth 
Conference. Two hundred young people from 22 different European countries 
met in Glay, in the East of France, from 22-29 March, with the theme Change 
and be Changed". Discussions on four main topics took place between youth 
and experts. The conference ended with the composition of a letter to the 
National Ecumenical and Denominational Youth Councils, in which the concerns 
of the participants were reflected, and in which the Youth Councils were 
asked to take seriously these concerns and to incorporate them into national 
programmes. In this way it is hoped that this work will be continued on a 
national and local level. 


The four topics that were particularly noteworthy were: 
Economy and justice, Human Rights, Spirituality and Secularisation, and 
Peace and Disarmament. 


The Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe (EYCE) who organised this meeting, 
is now waiting for concrete and firm answers from the National Youth Council, 


EPS 


REACTIONS AFTER DISCUSSIONS HELD BETWEEN 
CHURCH/STATE IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


East Berlin (EPS) - The discussions held on 6 March, between members of the 
executive committee of the Federation of Protestant Churches in the Federal 
Republic of Germany, and the Head of State, Erich Honecker, have provoked 
strong reactions. Superintendent, Reinhard Steinlein, who has held important 
positions for nearly 25 years, resigned from the Protestant Church of Berlin- 
Brandenburg. He explained that his decision was because the church was more 
and more submitted to the power and aspiration of the State. "If I were to 
continue this would betray the Confessional Church's struggle against facism, 


i.e. to keep a distance from the regimes that pretend to have full power over 
the population." 


In spite of this and other reactions, the Federation of Protestant Churches is 
continuing its bilateral negotiations with different public departments, in 
order to try and put the government's assurances into practice. 


The first success was on Good Friday, when a meditation by Bishop A. Schonherr 
was broadcast on FRG television. This was the first time that one of the 
country's TV channels had shown a religious programme. It is understood that 
the Church will again broadcast at Pentecost, this time a 20 minute programme 
will be the Church's responsibility. The Federation believes that negotiations 
could result in an agreement for six TV programmes per year, of 20 minutes each. 


At the 6 March meeting, Head of State, Honecker mentioned that in future the 
Churches would be allowed to broadcast a regular radio programme about the 
religious life in the FRG. The clergy believe that a 15 minute programme may 
soon be broadcast. Negotiations on this subject are also taking place with 
other Christian churches of the FRG, that do not belong to the Federation. 


Up to now, Churches have been allowed to retransmit Sunday services of one 
hour per week. | 


EPS 
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SERBTAN-ORTHODOX CHURCH ASKS FOR 
MORE RELTGIOUS FREEDOM 


Belgrade (EPS) - The Holy-Synod of the Serbian-Orthodox Church has asked 
the authorities of Serbia, one of the Yugoslavian Republics,for more 
freedom, reports the Catholic Press Agency KIPA. This request, which was 
signed by Patriarch Germain, and two Bishops, includes ten points asking 
for 4 change in the public authorities' attitudes towards the Church. 


They ask that: municipal authorities refrain from interfering in religious 
matters; children, who get religious education should not be discriminated 
against; news media should stop making fun of Christian believers and not 
treat them as second class citizens. The document also requests that funerals 
be celebrated according to the wish of the faithful. The question was also 
raised of a possible restitution of church property confiscated by the Government; 
and social security benefits for teachers in theological establishments. 

EPS 


"SOUTH AFRICAN OUTLOOK' 
BANNED 


Cape Town (EPS) - The November 1977 issue of "South African Outlook", a monthly 
church journal which has been published uninterruptedly for more than 100 years, 
was banned in March. This is the first time that the South African government 
has acted in this way to silence the journal. 


The banned issue dealt with the 19th October crackdown on organizations and 
individuals opposed to the government's apartheid policy. The issue included 
articles by the Archbishop of Durban on the work of the Christian Institute; 

a sketch of the contribution of the monthly theological journal "Pro Veritate" 
to Christian thinking in South Africa, and biographical articles on Donald 
Woods, Rev. Theo Kotze and Rev. David Russell. Another two articles described 
what it was like working on "The World" newspaper and, secondly, what the 
Committee of Ten was trying to achieve in Soweto. 


"The prime purpose of South African Outlook has always been to inform readers 

of the facts; to analyse what is happening, and finally to comment on events 

in the light of the biblical understanding of man and society", said the editor 
of the paper, Dr. Francis Wilson. Mr. Wilson, who has edited the journal for 
more than twelve years continued, "We must ask those responsible for the banning 
of this issue of 'S.A. Outlook’, Is there anything in any article that is 
untrue? " 


The chairman of the board of directors of Outlook Publications is the Rt. Rev. 
Philip Russell, Bishop of Natal. Other directors include a member of the 
Dutch Reformed, Bantu Presbyterian and Methodist Churches. 

EPS 
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ANNIVERSARY OF KING ASSASSINATION 
MARKED BY CLAMOUR FOR NEW PROBE 


Memphis (EPS) - The Tenth Anniversary of Martin Luther King's assassination 
here was observed throughout the United States today 4 April amid clamour for 
a retrial of James Earl Ray, who is serving a life sentence for the crime, 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson of Chicago and sixteen other religious leaders announced 
they had formed a committee which will seek a new trial for Ray, who, they 
alleged, had been duped. Mr. Jackson openly charged at memorial services for 
Dr. King that Ray had been " framed by the Memphis police", 


An all night vigil of thousands preceded the day's activities in Memphis. Services 
were held at the Rainbow Motel, site of the slaying, and at the Church of God 

in Christ, attended by many civil rights leaders of the 60s who were associated | 
with Dr. King. 


At a service in the graveyard of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta where 

Dr. King is buried, Mrs, Coretta King said her late husband's "dream is not yet 
fulfilled", She said the black citizens of the United States carry the brunt of 
the current unemployment problem, still do not receive equal pay for equal work, 
and must continue to struggle for equal educational opportunities, and better 
housing. The graveside ceremonies were attended by the family and close friends 
of the slain civil rights leader, 


Among those recalling Dr. King's struggle for justice was Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
former general secretary of the World Council of Churches and before that Stated 
Clerk of the United Presbyterian General Assembly, Dr. Blake, who had spear- 
headed the churches" participation in the civil rights movement - said Dr, King 
will be long remembered for his courageous, nonviolent attitude which "led many 
of us to go the additional mile in our own personal and corporate witness", 


Dr. Blake's arrest and detention, while protesting segregation at a Baltimore 
amusement park , received wide public attention at the time and dramatized the 
churches' determination to work for racial justice in the United States. 


Memorial services attracted capacity crowds in the large churches of New York 
city's Harlem District, the south side of Chicago and in Detroit. 
EPS 


Ne. t0°= 6 April, 1978 | 
PENTECOST 1978 


Message from the Presidents of the 
World Council of Churches 


Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 


How often our messages begin with these words! That we should dare to 
speak in such terms is surely a miracle of the Holy Spirit! The only 
justification. for doing so is the confidence which moves us, in union 
with our ‘elder brother', to address the Holy God as ‘Abba, Father!"! 


Certainly we are becoming better acquainted with each other. The faces 

of Christians from all parts of the world are becoming more familiar 

to us. We see them in magazines and films, on television and on posters. 
Sometimes we hear their voices from afar. Sometimes we even have the 
pleasure of meeting in person some of those with whom the Holy Spirit has 
made us one. We give God thanks for having made at least partly visible 

to us a feilowship which our predecessors were only able to live in faith. 
And with the apostle Paul we thank God every time we think of these brothers 
aad sisters, (Phil. 1:3), 


This makes it easier for us to pray for one another. The human stories 
of some of our brothers and sisters are known to us today: some in dire 
distress, some suffering imprisonment and facing death for their witness 
to the Gospel, some persecuted for their defence of human life, some who 
proclaim the Gospel victoriously, many giving generously and cheerfully 
serving their fellows, some outstanding for creative scholarship or 
spiritual fervour. 


At this time of Pentecost, why not make a list of all the persons, places 
and situations which bring this fellowship of brothers and sisters most 
vividly to our minds and use it as a guide for our intercessions? 


But the fellowship to which we have been led by faith in Jesus Christ 
opens up to us a broader horizon for our prayers: the whole universe 
enfolded in the love of God. This love makes us one with all human 
beings and all peoples, in a way that transcends distinctions of sex, 
race, social condition, in a deep longing for the life, liberty, and 
justice which the Holy Spirit promises for the whole of humanity and for 
the entire universe. There is no hope, no pain, no persecution no 
legitimate human endeavour or human creation which we cannot make our 
own in prayer to God. In the Holy Spirit, we find the daily newspaper, 
the radio or television news, providing us with a prayer calendar, an 
up-to-date breviary. 


At the same time prayer nourishes our fellowship and must be specific. 
The news often leaves us perplexed and overwhelmed. Do we really know 
what is best for our brothers and sisters in distant lands? Are we to 
pray that they may have a greater or smaller share of international trade? 
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Is it development aid they need, or radical change of the structure 

of their society? Do they need more or fewer missionaries? What is 
the best answer to the upsurge of violence and terrorism in so many 
countries? Answers to these questions - answers we have learned in 
school, from the mass media, from fashionable trends of opinion, or 
even from the Church's teaching - are contradictory, to put it mildly. 
What some of us feel moved to pray for, others indignantly repudiate. 
That we should be confused is not surprising since 'we do not know how 
to pray as we ought' (Rom. 8:26). 


But the Lord knows what we really need. The Spirit Himself intercedes 
for us. He translates our confused and hesitant prayers so that they 
may reach the Father 'as they ought’. We can confidently say ‘Amen!’ 
to the intercession of the Holy Spirit who takes our own prayers and 
those of our brothers and sisters and unites them in the loving purpose 
of the sovereign Lord of the world and of human life. 


Andwhen we pray in this way, we prepare to be corrected by the Holy 

Spirit, allowing the Lord Himself to teach us, through the words and the 
longings of others, to pray 'as we ought’. To pray for others is to open 
ourselves to the correction which the Spirit applies through our neighbour's 
need, 


The full unity of language, heart and mind, doctrine and fellowship, manifest 
at the first Pentecost, is far from visible among us. Nor are we clear as 

to how it is to be reached. But we are learning to see and understand one 
another more fully, day by day. And as we continue to ‘pray intelligently', 
we express our love in words of thanksgiving, solidarity and hope, entrusting 
them into the keeping of the Holy Spirit who leads us ever nearer to the 

time when the promise of Pentecost will be made manifest in us all and in 

the whole universe. 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches: 


Hon. President: Rev. Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, 
Geneva, Switzerland 


Mrs. Justice A.R. Jiagge, Accra, Ghana 

Prof. José Miguez-Bonino, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Metropolitan Nikodim, Moscow, USSR 

Dr. T.B. Simatupang, Jakarta-Pusat, Indonesia 
Archbishop Olof Sundby, Uppsala, Sweden 

Dr. Cynthia Wedel, Alexandria, Va., USA 
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EUROPEAN SUMMIT IN CHANTILLY: 
"CONVERSION BY CONVERSATION" 


Chantilly, France (EPS) - The ecumenical encounter held at Chantilly, near 
Paris, 10-13 April, 1978, brought together European Christian leaders from 

"the Atlantic to the Urals" and represented a "historic summit" for European 
ecumenism. It was the first time that such high representatives of Protestant, 
Orthodox, Anglican and Catholic Churches met at such a level. It was organised 
by the Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the Council of European 
Episcopal Conferences. 


At the end of their meeting, the 80 delegates representing the Catholic Church 
and the Conference of European Churches, with 110 member churches, addressed 

a message to all European Christians, which expressed "pain especially in our 
inability to go together to the table of the Lord, and to give an undivided 
witness to our Lord." The main topic of the discussion was the unity of the 
Churches and it was stated that : "Our ways of thinking and speaking about 

the unity we seek are different. Together we can say that we hope and-strive 
for a communion in Christ which is free, full and manifold". As full communion 
it will overcome all divisions, and bring to fulness what has been given to us 
already, said the message. 


The message from Chantilly also calls "on all who bear responsibility in this 
world to end the unholy acceleration in the arms’ race and to replace the 
balance of terror by a balance of trust.'' It goes on: "We ask all those who 
honestly strive for peace and détente, for security and cooperation in Europe 
not to lose heart in face of the difficulties of the way, but to advance ~ 
further from the first steps taken in Helsinki and Belgrade." Finally the 
message concludes: "Let us try patiently to discover ever new possibilities 
to strive for human rights. Let us particularly strengthen the courage of 
those who seek for non-violent solutions in situations where violence is used 
under different religious allegiances", a direct allusion concerning Northern 
Ireland. 


For the Rev. Glen Garfield Williams, general secretary of the CEC, the impact 

of the Chantilly summit was that it "might go beyond the weight carried by the 
message'', According to Mr. Williams the most repeated question between 
Catholics, Protestant and Orthodox has: been."how could we do more jointly?" 
Since Chantilly the question has become "why don't we do more in common? 

In the course of a conversation with EPS, Mr. Williams said that: "in spite 

of long years of ecumenical activities in Europe,*the degree of mutual ignorance 
among church leaders is still amazing. This produces prejudices and erects 
unnecessary walls." He was delighted with what the meeting at Chantilly offered, 
and said that it was a "face to face encounter in a spirit of mutual openness.” 


He expects the fruits of the meeting to be most favourable in respect of inter- 
church relations on a national level. 


. Catholic participant of the meeting commented that the Chantilly meeting was 
conversion through conversation", 


Another meeting of this kind might be held in about two years time thought 
Mr Williams who is also of the opinion that it would be desirable to 
accidentally" find a new way of holding an ecumenical meeting with more time 
for discussions and considerations and without being obliged to "produce 


" 
documents os He also thought that there ought to be a better balanced cultural 
representation in such a meeting. 


EPS 
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LOCAL CHURCH ACTION URGED 
ON DISARMAMENT 


Glion-sur-Montreux (EPS) - "We ask all churches to make a place in their 
services on Sunday, 21 May, for prayers for the success of the Special 
Session" is the plea emerging from a Conference on Disarmament held at 
Glion-sur-Montreux last week and organized by the World Council of Churches’ 
Commission on International Affairs (CCIA). The UN Special Session on 
Disarmament is scheduled to take place from 23 May to 28 June, in New York. 


Some 50 delegates from more than 30 countries took part in the conference 
which aimed at bringing up-to-date the churches' knowledge on disarmament, 
in which they have a historic interest, and to help formulate church action 
at both the local and international level. 


The conference was chaired by Ambassador Olle Dahlén, Sweden's Ambassador 
to non-governmental organizations and Moderator of the CCIA, who pointed out 
that ''the consequences for human beings of modern warfare are so disastrous 
that it is impossible to find a justified reason for war as a method of 
solving conflicts." 


In a keynote address WCC deputy-general secretary, Konrad Raiser, asked the 
conference "to redeem the disarmament debate from its exclusive concentration 

on military strategic issues and to place it within the wider context of the 
discussion on the global economic, social-political and scientific-technological 
problems". 


Dr. Raiser also called for a return to the pre-1948 way of interpreting the 
concerns in "theological terms referring consciously to the biblical tradition, 
and regain a truly prophetic, spiritual understanding of the issues of war and 
peace in the context of the struggle for justice in society". 


In response to this appeal the conference stated that: 'Jesus Christ is our 
pattern for the ministry of peace-making'' a vocation to which all Christians 
are called. It asserted, moreover that "special support needs to be given to 
those in a position to influence political decision-making for peace." 


Under the title of the "Exposure of idols" the conference reported that it is 
the prophetic duty of Christians to unmask and challenge idols of military 
doctrine and technology in the light of the Christian vision of justice and 
peace. Other "idols" include the doctrine of "deterrence" which holds millions 
hostage to the threat of nuclear terror and other weapons of mass destruction; 
the doctrine that "qualitative improvements" in military technology will result 
in a reduction of arms,and "any doctrine of national security which justifies 
militarism and the arms race". 


The conference also recognized that: "the churches must articulate a dynamic 
ministry of reconciliation which generates initiatives for peace overcoming 

the dividing walls of hostility and fear". Turning to repentance as a 
necessary part of the churches' participation in disarmament the conference 
recognized the "religious dimensions of many conflicts and of the "tarnished 
record" of churches in history. It also suggested that churches need to search 
their consciences "for evidence of their participation in militarism and the 
arms industry and may need to examine their investments to see if church funds 
in any way support the arms industry.” They suggest too, that individual 
Christians may need to be challenged about their involvement in the manufacture, 
sale and development of armaments. 


(more) 
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In the discussion of the peaceful resolution of conflicts the conference 
asked that the churches request the WCC to "nominate a small group of experts, 
representing different regions, to explore the different opportunities in the 
UN charter and in regional agreements and declarations and to suggest new 
ways for the peaceful settlement of disputes." 


In exploring the field of’ disarmament and development the consultation reiterated 
the fact that "there is a clear relationship between the armaments race and 
socio-economic order''. The conference also suggested that an appeal be made 
to the churches and to governments to study the role of weapons-producing 
companies which escape any effective control and help to generate the arms 
race. They also suggest that one of the most important stumbling blocks to 
disarmament is verification) and control, and one of the most promising tools 
for cataloguing and controlling the use of the world's resources is satellite 
mapping and surveillance. Both these tasks can be successfully carried out 
by an international satellite programme. A resolution should be tabled to 
the Special Session to establish such a programme within the UN framework and 
so internationalize the fund of knowledge and technological capabilities 
now in the hands of technologically advanced nations. Such a programme, said 
the conference, "could mark a radical departure in disarmament efforts and 
improved use of resources for development." 


Another suggestion to emerge from the discussions was that in order to demonstrate 
that defense expenditures withold much needed funds from development, all 
countries should, initially on a voluntary basis, pay a five per cent tax on 
military spending to a UN controlled development fund. 


All the discussions at Glion were set in the context of the present day 
dynamics of the arms race where "the expansion of armed forces has gone far 
beyond the reasonable requirements of security". In a specific mention of 

new and alarming developments the conference said that "all nuclear weapons 
have the inhumane characteristics condemned at The Hague seventy years ago, 

and recent development of the neutron bomb has provided a further demonstration 
of this fact." 


The conference, while outlining a number of measures that they would like to see 
in the disarmament process called for the setting up of machinery which would 
include in its brief the preparation and convening of a world disarmament 
conference. 


In a plea to the world and in particular to church people the conference 
urged all to "turn away from the obsession with military affairs and to 
devote their energies and resources to the urgent problems which threaten 
human survival - the task of feeding, housing, educating and caring for our 
growing numbers, the search for new and safe sources of energy, the 
preservation of our environment from the desecration which threatens it.” 


Among the other speakers at the conference was Ms. L. Waldheim-Natural, 

chief of the UN Disarmament Centre, Geneva; Mr. Marek Thee, International 
Peace Research Institute, Oslo; Mr. Antonio Viera-Gallo, Chile; Dr. T.T. 
Poulose, Nehru University, New Delhi; Bishop Karoly Toth, Hungary; 

Dr. Alan Geyer, Churches' Centre for theology and public policy, Washington, 
D.C., and Ambassador Susanta de Alwis, Permanent Mission of Sri Lanka, Geneva. 


EPS 
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CHURCHES MEET ON DISARMAMENT 
IN GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


Chorin, GDR (EPS) - The first step of a bilateral dialogue between the 
National Council of Churches, USA and the Federation of the Protestant 
Churches in the German Democratic Republic (GDR) took place 5-7 April, 
in Chorin, GDR. The meeting was as a result of an invitation from the 
Federation to the NCC last year. 


In a letter to the participants in the WCCs disarmament conference at Glion, 
Rev. Lamar Gibble, representing the NCC and Bishop D. Schonherr, for the 
Federation, said that they had met together in their concern for world peace 
and as an expression of their sharing in responsibility for bringing about 
effective steps for disarmament 


‘ 


They described their meeting as "a sign of hope" in that they "were able to 
speak openly with each other in the freedom of our faith beyond borders and 
existing political differences of our states." 


The letter continued: "Our dialogue showed that we are in agreement in many 
areas of our evaluation of the world armaments situation, and that we see 
many common initiatives for action, especially in the area of peace education. 
We think that the experience of these days can be encouraging for the 
ecumenical conversation on peace and disarmament, especially in the context 
of the ecumenical studies programme on militarism and the arms race." 

EPS 
GYPSIES MEET TO DEFEND THEIR RIGHTS 


Geneva (EPS) - Some 80 delegates from 27 countries participated in the 

II World Congress of Romany People, on 8-11 April, 1978, in Geneva. They 
represented an estimated 12 million gypsies from all over the world, most 
of them living in Europe and they are organizing themselves to defend 
their rights. 


This Congress elected an international committee to carry out the decisions 
and desires adopted during these three days. The main task consists of 
obtaining the recognition for the Romany people (the most important part of 
the gypsy population) from the United Nations and to give this Congress the 
status of a non-governmental organisation of the Economic and Social Council 
of the United Nations. The Romany people would like to be recognised by the 
governments of the countries where they live as a nationality with a separate 
identity. Most of them originate from the Punjab, in Northern India. Last 
year, the UN Commission for Human Rights adopted a resolution along these 
lines, but governments are reticent to accept this 


The Romany intend to combat discrimination and harassment of Nomadic groups, 
particularly in Western Europe. The congress will continue negotiations to 
receive war damages as "some 500,000 Romany people were killed by the Nazis". 
They are also to consider accepting an invitation from UNESCO to take part in 


a proposed programme for the preservation and development of the Romany 
language and culture. 


The first Romany Congress was held in London in 1971. The next one will 
probably be held in Belgrade in 1984. The organization of this second 
Congress was due in part, to both the financial (approx. US $ 10,000) and 
moral support given by the World Council of Churches, as well as the way in 
which the Protestant and Catholic Churches of Geneva received them. 
Agnes Vranks, the Secretary of the world movement of the Romany people in 
speaking with the WCCs radio service Intervox, said: "without them we would 
not have been able to realize this Congress. Due to the fact that we have not 
been legally recognised by any international body, officially we do not exist 
and as long as we do not exist we cannot claim any funds for our operations." 
EPS 
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BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
DEBATES IMMIGRATION 


Edinburgh (EPS) - In response to a nationwide debate about immigration which 
has been provoked by the recent Report of a Parliamentary Select Committee on 
Immigrationg the British Council of Churches Assembly, meeting in this city 
last week, passed, following a lengthy debate, without dissent, an emergency 
resolution which expressed support for "our fellow citizens of whatever race". 


The parliamentary report recommends the tightening up of controls on procedures 
allowing dependants to join immigrant families in Britain. 


The resolution, proposed by Ms. Pauline Webb, a member of the Executive 
Committee of the World Council of Churches and Chairman of the BCCs Community 
and Race Relations Unit, said that: "the current debate about immigration 
raises questions which are of vital importance for the whole well-being of 
British society and for the human rights and family life of many people. The 
form of the debate inevitably causes distress and anxiety to those who are 
subject of it. The basic presupposition of many of the arguments is that 
society will be jeopardised by having a greater proportion of black people in 
it, either now or at the end of the century, an assumption which displays a 
racialism prevalent among us all. Christians, who affirm the dignity of 
every human being made in the image of God, must repent of such racialism 

as sin, and seek more constructive ways of working together with all who are 
helping to create a harmonious, just and healthy community." 


The resolution was adopted in three parts and "expresses solidarity with and 


°“S*support for our fellow citizens of whatever race who experience an increasing 


sense of rejection and insecurity as a result of the present debate on 
immigration; urges that in view of our commitment to the unity of family life, 
steps be taken to speed up the process whereby dependants can rejoin their 
families, without discrimination of sex or race; and welcomes the growing 
number of movements, large and small, working constructively for reconciliation 
and against racialism, and the willing acceptance by hosts of individuals of 
the changes and variety brought about by a multi-racial society." 


The Assembly also asked its Executive Committee to revise in a sharper form a 
paper on meetings and marches which advises churches not to allow their 
premises to be used by the National Front and calling on Christians to make 
a clear and positive witness against the activities of racialist movements. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Donald Coggan, has said on television here 
that the National Front is a movement that exacerbated race feeling and smelt 
too much of Nazism, and therefore from the Christian point of view, from 
the doctrine of God and man, must be condemned. 

EPS 


GERMAN CHURCH PARTICIPATES IN 
WORLD CUP! 


Kiel (EPS) - The management of the "Nordelbische Kirche" which is situated 
in the far north of the German Federal Republic, has asked all its ministers 
to note that soccer's World Cup takes place in Argentina on 1-25 June. As it 
is expected that parish members will closely follow IV transmissions of the 
competition, the church also sent complete details of these to enable the 
parishes to adapt their activities accordingly: 

EPS 
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ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION CONCERNING DISABLED PERSONS ' 
PARTICIPATION IN LIFE 


Bad Saarow, GDR (EPS) - "There is no parish without a disabled person. 
Wherever the disabled are missing, the parish itself is disabled". This 

was the shock statement to emerge from an ecumenical consultation with nearly 
40 participants held 3 - 7 April, in Bad Saarow, German Democratic Republic 
on the topic "Life and Witness of disabled persons in a Christian Parish”. 
The consultation made clear, that the confession of Christian Faith has a 
close link to the disabled persons' integration into the life of Christian 
Communities. It also showed how difficult many Christians, Ministers and 
Parishes, find it to accept disabled Christians without making certain 
reserves. 


The preoccupation of the conference was seeking way in which the disabled 
could be fully integrated into the community and to discuss the role of 
specialised institutions in the life of the Church. There is an urgent need 
to help the mentally handicapped reach an understanding of Faith in Christ. 
Another urgent problem was noted - to find suitable ways for the disabled to 
improve relationships and modes of partnership and sexual relations. 


This consultation was the first of its kind and was organised jointly by 

three departments of the WCC (Faith and Order, Commission on Inter Church 

Aid, Refugee and World Service and the Christian Medical Commission) in close 
collaboration with the Interior Mission and Service Agency of the Protestant 
Churches in GDR. Among the participants from 15 countries in Europe, were 
disabled persons with their spouses, parents of disabled children, specialised 
doctors who work in homes and institutions, and people in charge of the 
diaconal work. 


The participants clearly stated that nothing should separate the disabled 

persons from the Family of God. "As we claim unity of all human beings in 
the family of God, we also declare that nobody should be excluded or left 
aside no matter how handicapped". These considerations were clearly noted 
in the declaration of the WCCs Nairobi Assembly in 1975, which read: "The 

Church cannot exemplify 'the full humanity revealed in Christ" .... if it 

continues to acquiesce in the social isolation of disabled persons and to 

deny them full participation in its life. The unity of the family of God 

is handicapped where these brothers and sisters are treated as objects of 

condescending charity. It is broken where they are left out." 


EPS 


Correction: 


In EPS No. 10, 6 April, on page six a regrettable error occurred in both 
the title and the text of the story concerning reactions to a church/state 
meeting in the German Democratic Republic (GDR). In each case the initials 
FRG (Federal Republic of Germany) should be replaced by GDR and German 
Democratic Republic substituted for Federal Republic of Germany. 
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FIRST FORUM ON BILATERAL 
CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN CHURCHES 


Geneva(EPS) - To what extent can the churches keep their own identity and 
traditions without hampering the growth into unity? Thirty-one participants 
from different churches tried to answer this question during the first Forum 
on Bilateral Conversations between Churches, sponsored by the Conference of 
Secretaries of the World Confessional Families and administered by the Faith 
and Order Commission of the WCC. The meeting was held on 2-7 April at Bossey, 
near Geneva. For a number of years bilateral conversations on doctrinal, 
traditional and spiritual questions have taken place between different churches 
and confessional families (Lutherans, Reformed, Catholics, Orthodox, Anglicans, 
Baptists, Disciples of Christ, Methodist and Christian Catholics). This 

forum was planned so that participants in bilateral conversations could 
exchange information, review recent developments and study the implications 

of bilateral findings. 


During the last 10 years, and especially since the WCCs Nairobi Assembly in 
1975, particular attention has been paid to the concept of "conciliar 
fellowship". The forum noted that the vision of the one church as a conciliar 
fellowship of local churches, themselves united, is the most recent attempt 

at describing a commonly accepted goal. 


The forum asked if "the separate confessional and ecclesiastical traditions 
have to die and disappear in order to let the full unity of the church be 
realised and manifested? Or, can they, transformed, have a continuing 
identifiable life in a truly united church?" 


The forum identified four requirements for unity: " (1) ending prejudices and 
hostilities and lifting condemnations; (2) sharing one faith; (3) being able 
mutually to recognize baptism, eucharist and ministry; (4) agreeing on ways of 
deciding and acting together." 

EPS 


DO-IT-YOURSELF CHURCH FOR 350 PEOPLE 
BUILT IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Bratislava (EPS) - Some 200,000 man-hours went into the construction of a 
new churchbuilding for the Church of the Brethren (Congregational) , which 
has recently been opened here in Bratislava (Czechoslovakia). 


The work, which took about two years to complete, was carried out entirely 
by volunteer labour involving almost all members of the congregation, as 
well as help from three neighbouring congregations. The volunteers ranged 
in age from 10 year-olds to people over yA vie 


The worship area, which seats about 350 people, is part of a larger complex 
housing the denomination's district administrative offices, and apartments. 


Complicated negotiations with government authorities preceded the start of 
the project for which financial support was received from sources within 
Czechoslovakia as well as abroad, The World Council of Churches also acted 
as intermediary for an amount of US $ 45,000.- 

EPS 
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SOUTH AFRICANS CUT TIES WITH 'MOTHER' 
CHURCH IN THE NETHERLANDS 


Johannesburg (EPS) - The Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk (NGK) of South Africa 
(The Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa) has cut its ties with the Reformed 
Churches in the Netherlands. The direct motive is the decision, which the 
reformed synod took at a recent meeting, to recommend again support for the 
Special Fund of the WCC's Programme to Combat Racism. 


The NGK is the largest white church in South Africa with approximately one-and- 
a-half million members. The decision to break with the "mother" church was not 
unexpected. In 1974 the Synod decided to break relationships with every church 
which supported the anti-racism programme of the WCC. 


The action affects only the white NGK. The moderator of the black NG Kerk in 
Afrika, the Rev. Ernest Buti who attended the Netherlands synod, is said to 
be happy about the Dutch synod decision. He sees it as a support for the 
"Struggle for justice". 


In a statement: announcing the break Rev. B.P.M. Beukes, the moderator of the 
General Synod of the NGK, who had phoned the Netherlands for clarification 
of the Dutch Synod's decision, described the split as "a very painful matter” 
and added: "in our opinion these developments were unavoidable as a result of 
the direction taken by church leadership in the Netherlands over the past few 
years". 

EPS 


SUPPORT SUGGESTED FOR BIG 
POWER NAMIBIAN PROPOSALS 


Windhoek (EPS) - Leaders of the Anglican, Roman Catholic and United Evangelical 
Lutheran Churches in Namibia (South West Africa) representing churches to which 
over half the population of Namibia belong, have recently called upon the 
country to accept the 30 March "proposal for a settlement of the Namibian 
situation", They state that they believe "that this proposal is a basis upon 
which can be founded the long-awaited united and free country of Namibia”. 


The statement, signed by Dr. J.L. de Vries, of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, the Rev. E.S. Morrow, Anglican, and Catholic Bishop R. Koppman, 
reiterates "the churches' time-honoroured stand against violence" and quotes 
the biblical example "thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." 


The statement goes on: "We believe that from time to time in the history of 
God's salvation of man, there is a right moment for the churches to call out 
to the nation, to sound the trumpet of peace. Such a moment is now." 


The church leaders also add a warning: "We would be failing in our duty and 


concern if we were not to warn of the possible terrible consequence of 
hesitating at this eleventh hour", 


The 30 March proposals were made by the five Western nations which are acting 
as intermediaries between the South African government and the South-West 
Africa Peoples' Organization (SWAPO). 


EPS 
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METHODISTS CHALLENGE TRANSKEL'S 
MATANZIMA 


Cape Town (EPS) - The controversy between the Methodist Church of South 
Africa and the Transkei Government took a new turn last week when the church 


claimed that the Matanzima administration had not paid rent on its properties 
since January. 


In a statement, the President of the Methodist Church in South Africa, the 
Rev. Abel Hendricks, said that if this was intended to provoke their church 
then Chief Matanzima and his government were making a mistake. 


"We in the Methodist fellowship do not desire confrontation. We desire nothing 
other than reconciliation and the opportunity to be of service to people 
whatever they are or may be" said the Methodist President. 


Mr. Hendricks continued''The Methodist Church in South Africa owns considerable 
property including schools and hostels being used by the Transkei Government, 
in Transkei. However, the Transkei Government owes rentals for some 
considerable time on these and has paid nothing since January, when Chief 
Matanzima first made his announcement that he intended to ban our church. 


"These schools and hostels, as chief Matanzima well knows through personal 
experience, have been of inestimable value to the Transkei for many decades. 


"I find it strange in the extreme therefore, that a government should refuse 
to pay rentals which it owes or to offer any reasonable explanation for its 
refusal to do so. We in the Methodist church have always done our best to 
meet our financial commitments. We believe it to be the duty of any 
government which claims allegiance to the Christian faith, to do the same". 
EPS 


PROPOSED ECUMENICAL LITURGY 


Chania, Crete (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has been asked to 

consider preparing an ecumenical liturgy for the eucharist. This was one 

of several proposals that emerged from a week-long workshop on the worship of 
the congregation, sponsored by the WCC's sub-unit on Renewal and Congregational 
Life at the Orthodox Academy of Crete, in early April. 


Noting the remarkable progress towards theological consensus in understanding 
the eucharist, workshop participants saw such a text being offered to the 
churches for use alongside existing liturgies and as a model for denominations 
engaged in their own liturgical revision. 


A survey of the present state of parish worship led the workshop to focus on 

the relationship between faithfulness and creativity, liturgy and culture, 

and worship and the Church's social engagement. "How are particular ideological 
assumptions and political commitments, explicit or implicit, reflected in the 
liturgies of our churches?" asks the report, "Are there ways we can help each 
other assess which of these may be valid, which invalid?" 


Stressing the need for churches to work together in exploring and evaluating 
their respective liturgical practices, the workshop recommended a three-year, 
regionally-based project to secure information, test insights and share the 
experience of diverse congregations. The report, with proposals, will be 
considered by the Working Group of the sub-unit on Renewal and Congregational 
Life in August. 

EPS 
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CANADIAN CHURCHPEOPLE DISCUSS 
HUMAN RIGHTS AT HOME AND ABROAD 


Ottawa (EPS) - Human rights, both in Canada and in the world was discussed 
recently by some 100 delegates at a seminar held at Christ Church Cathedral, 
Ottawa, and sponsored by the Canadian Council of Churches (CCC), and the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB). 


Dr. Roy Neehall, General Secretary of the Caribbean Conference of Churches, 
spoke at the opening session on the seminar theme "Human Rights: A Problem 
for Canadians?" 


Dr. Neehall said that Canadians need to be more conscious of the problems of 

human rights in Canada, as well as Canada's share of responsibility for human 
rights internationally. He reminded the Seminar that human rights are at the 
heart of our Christian faith; that "the unity of humankind permits us to have 
solidarity with all human beings, whatever their race, nationality, class or 

religion". 


In spite of the bleak human rights picture in the world, Roy Neehall pointed 
to some recent events which he thought were hopeful signs: Amnesty International 
being awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, twenty-one political prisoners freed in 
Haiti, three of Paraguay's longest-held prisoners released in February, and 
the UN resolution calling for a mandatory arms embargo against South Africa. 


Gordon Fairweather, Chief Commissioner of the Canadian Human Rights 
Commission, also addressed the Seminar. 


The Canadian Human Rights Act was given royal assent last year. This Act 
consolidates certain existing human rights and extends the legislative 
authority of Parliament in two fundamental areas of human rights - 
discrimination, and the privacy of the individual. Fairweather believes that 
the Act and the Canadian Human Rights Commission will help to confirm Canada's 
international stature as a country of high principles. 


One of the Seminar's recommendations was to ask the sponsoring bodies (CCC and 
CCCB) to strengthen research and disseminating of information so that its 
constituencies may be more aware of the trend towards a "national security 
state mentality" in Canada; and that the work of the Interchurch Committee on 
Human Rights in Latin America, Project North and the Task Force on Corporate 
Responsibility be strengthened to assist in this information-sharing. 


The Seminar also reaffirmed "our national commitment to refugees as human 
beings in special need'', and encouraged the Canadian church people and the 


Canadian public to work for less restrictive and speedier entry of refugees 
into,,Canada,. 
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"WOMEN AND WORLD DISARMAMENT" - 
SEMINAR IN AUSTRIA 


Vienna (EPS) - "The arms race fosters repression as well as discrimination 
on the basis of sex and race", said the report from a seminar held 17-21 April 
in Vienna on "Women and World Disarmament", 


The 82 women from 34 different organizations in 23 countries met in the 
Bildungshaus Lainz, at a seminar sponsored by the Special Committee of Inter- 
national Non-Governmental Organizations on Human Rights (Geneva) sub-committee 
on the Status of Women. The seminar's aims were, firstly, to make the voice 

of women heard at the UN Special Session devoted to Disarmament, to be held 

in May and June; to help create public awareness of the issue of disarmament; 
to stimulate coordinated action by women for disarmament as a contribution to 
the "peace" theme of the 1975-85 Decade for Women. 


Among speakers at the seminar were: Ms, Liselotte Waldheim-Natural, chief of 
the Geneva office of the UN Centre for Disarmament; Ms. Helvi Sipila, UN 
Assistant Secretary General for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, 
and Dr. Herta Firnberg, Austria's Minister of Science and Research. 


The seminar, in a statement to be forwarded, decided to ask the UN Special 
Session to commit itself to a programme to ensure "general and complete dis- 
armament within a limited time", In this request they want "the one billion 
dollars now spent daily on arms to be used to eliminate unemployment, disease, 
hunger and illiteracy and to improve the living conditions of the millions 
existing in want and economic underdevelopment", 


In discussing the economic and social consequences of the arms race participants 
showed how " the high military expenditures slowed economic and social cdévelop- 
ment, caused unemployment and inflation in many industrialized countries, 

and that women were the first victims of this distorted development." 


The seminar also pointed to the need for "concrete plans for converting 
military production to peace production", Participants were unanimous in 
"opposing the neutron bomb", and in asking for the production and use of all 
nuclear weapons and delivery systems to be outlawed, Equal attention was also 
drawn to the need to halt development of conventional weapons, 


Suggestions for specific action which emerged from the seminar included a 
proposal for an international gathering of women journalists; an exchange of 
information and peace education materials between women's organizations and 
the elimination of prejudicial descriptions of "supposed enemies" from school 
books and other educational materials. . 
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METROPOLITAN APPOINTED 
IN RUMANIA 


Bucharest (EPS) - The Holy Synod of the Rumanian Orthodox Church has elected, 
on 20 April, Auxiliary Bishop Nestor Vornicescu, metropolitan of the Oltenia 
region and Archbishop of Krakow, The new Rumanian prelate succeeds, after a 


vacant period, Metropolitan Teoctist who was named last year as Metropolitan 
be Lasse. 


A man of letters, Metropolitan Nestor has published several works on Rumanian 
culture, He is also a specialist in early church history, He is 51 years of 
age and has been well-known internationally in Orthodox Church circles for 

a number of years, According to reports he will increasingly represent the 
Rumanian Patriarchate at ecumenical meetings, 
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CHURCHES CHALLENGE RACISM AND 
CLEANSE UNION JACK 


London (EPS) - More than 1,000Christians, among them two Anglican bishops 
and leading free churchmen, made a profound commitment to the fight against 
racism at a rally in London on Saturday, 22 April, 


At the end of a three hour rally in Hyde Park, central London, organised by 
the recently founded group CARAF (Christians Against Racism and Fascism) a 
black man and a white woman carried a huge wooden cross among the crowd as a 
symbol of the fight against racism. The cross, said Ms, Pauline Webb, a leader 
of CARAF and a member of the executive committees of the British Council 

of Churches and the World Council of Churches, "was a symbol of risk and 
costly commitment", 


Hundreds of men, women and children, mainly from the London area, were joined 
by scores of groups from other parts of the country. Most were rank and file 
church members but among them, making their personal commitment were the 
Bishop of Malmesbury, the Rt. Rev. Frederick Temple, three leading Methodist 
ministers from the London area, the Revs. Deryck Collingwood, Norman Dawson 


and Jack Kaye, and two leading theologians, the Rev. John Hick, from Birmingham 
and Professor Geoffrey Lampe, from Cambridge. Also among the crowd was the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal Basil Hume. 


Earlier the British flag, the Union Jack, recently appropriated as a symbol 
by the right wing National Front was reclaimed for the whole British people - 
both white and black. Introducing a symbolic cleansing of the flag CARAF's 
chairman, the Rev. Bob Nind, Vicar of St Matthew's, Brixton, South London, 
told the rally that: "In the name of this flag much has been done which soiled 
our people", Racism and nationalism were expressions of false patriotism and 
national sins, he said. "Yet this flag, designed to symbolise the merging of 
peoples and cultures, represented the nation that is for all of us, black and 
white," 


Before the final act of commitment the Rev. Basil Manning, a United Reformed 
Church minister from South Africa, told the rally that the consequences of 
the act would be costly. From that moment they would have to challenge every 
racist act they witnessed, every racist remark they heard. 


"Racism must be so abhorrent a blasphemy to Christians that they cannot be 
other than constrained to interfere every time they witness it," he said. 


In another speech Evangelist Morris Stuart said that; "the way ahead is for all 
of us to take the spirit we have felt today to the schoolrooms and the 
common rooms, to the trade unions, to the offices and the factories, to the 
living rooms where we belong - and to all the streets of this country. " 
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PRESBYTERIANS TO DISCUSS JOINT 
PROJECTS WITH USSR CHURCHES 


New York (EPS) - The third and final in a series of discussions between 

the United Presbyterian Church in the USA and the Moscow Patriarchate of the 
Russian Orthodox Church will be conducted for two weeks by 18 US church leaders 
who departed for the USSR, Tuesday, 25 April. They will hold conversations 

with Orthodox hierarchy in Moscow, Leningrad, Zagorsk, Vladimir, and Kiev 

on the future of the ecumenical movement, special problems affecting churches 
in two of the world's most powerful nations, and particular ways in which both 
churches might engage in significant theological dialogue and undertake some 
special projects together. 


The first in the series of discussions was a seminar in Moscow between Russian 


theologians and students of Mc Cormick Seminary Chicago, two years ago. In 1977, 


a similar seminar brought students and theologians from all United Presbyterian 
Seminaries to Soviet Theological Schools. This year's delegation is representa- 
tive of United Presbyterian leadership. Hest for the group is Metropolitan 
Juvenaly of the Moscow Patriarchate'sDepartment of External Affairs. Leader 
of the American group is Dr. Bruce Rigdon, Professor of Church History at 
Mc CormickTheological Seminary in Chicago. 
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AMAZING DISCOVERY IN THE ST, CATHERINE 
MONASTERY IN SINAI 


Tubingen (EPS) - The monastery of St. Catherine, at the foot of Mount Sinai 
has not ceased to reveal its treasures, Icons, 47 boxes of biblical 
manuscripts; books of the Church Fathers and various other writings dating 
back to the 4th century have recently come to light there, Professor 
Agourides, of Athens recently told New Testament scholar at Tubingen, 
Professor Martin Hengel, of these discoveries, 


During a visit to the monastery the monks showed him "47 cartons containing 


Papyrus and portions of parchment, well preserved and classified", said 
Professor Hengel, 


The dicovery of the icons is believed to be sensational 
thought to have been painted by a process abandoned sin 
It was by chance that builders demolishing a wall 
contained a pile of icons and large sealed boxes, 


The St, Catherine monastery is a rich source of discoveries, In 1844 and in 
1859 the German theologian von Tischendorf recovered many of the 3,000 biblical 
manuscripts which became known as the Codex Sinaiticus, Eight pages which 

were missing from the Codex are in this new discovery, Although discovered 


some two years ago, this latest find has only been revealed previously to a 
few people in Greece, 
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WIDE BACKING FOR DEVELOPMENT 
WEEKS' IDEA 


Geneva (EPS) - A regular exchange of information and ideas and long-term 
cooperation in order to influence governments or to sustain UN development 
programmes figure among the wishes expressed by a meeting from 17-21 April, 

at Bossey, near Geneva, of people responsible for "Development Weeks", Held 
under the auspices of theWCCs Commission on the Churches' Participation in 
Development (CCPD), 14 delegates from Great Britain, Sweden, Norway, Canada, 
Netherlands, Belgium, Caribbean, Switzerland and New Zealand, shared experien- 
ces and reflected on the possibilities of closer cooperation for organizing 
development campaigns, 


"Development Weeks" or similar events organized by churches and other action 
groups, are seen as means by which Christians may be made more aware of their 
responsibilities towards development and social justice. 


Although the themes and concrete illustrations of these weeks can vary, from 
one country to another, the main objective is to help people identify the 
changes which are necessary for the creation of a more just and participatory 
society, 


The delegates discovered a number of common characteristies in their work. 
Often, discussions on the economic and social situation in developing lands 
brings people to reflect on the same issues in their own countries, In certain 
cases they undertake concrete actions (fasting, hunger strikes, demonstrations 
of solidarity, etc.). These actions, aim mainly at church members in Europe, 
North America and New Zealand who belongs to the middle class, According to 
discussion at Bossey experience has shown that many activists in the affluent 
world acquired their commitment and understanding after a period of work in 

the third world, They afterwards became more conscious of injustice within their 
own societies, 


During the meeting at Bossey hope was expressed that CCPD could participate 
more activly in the coordination of development week efforts in various countries. 
CCPD could also study the possibility of a joint week of development action 
in 1980, 
EPS 


NEW HEAD OF FINANCE FOR 
WCC 


Geneva (EPS) - The overall responsibility for financial policy and relation- 
ships and for WCC administration has been assumed by Mr. Wesley Kenworthy. 

Mr. Kenworthy brings to the WCC a wide and varied international experience of, 
and qualification in, finance, business and administration - and an active 
involvement in:the British Methodist Chruch, 


Since 1961 he has been company secretary and head of administration of an 
insurance company in London and is a specialist in questions of international 
re-insurance, 


He has also worked in international banks and investment companies and for a 
time was with the Bank for International Settlements, 


Mr. Kenworthy is married with four children, He took up his new work with the 
WCC on 15 April in the capacity of Assistant General Secretary for Finance 
and Administration, 
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CZECH CHURCH TO PRINT 80,000 
COPIES OF NEW HYMNBOOK 


Prague (EPS) - The Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren has been authorised 
by the government to print 80,000 copies of a new hymnbook,. In addition 

to 150 paalms the book contains more than 400 hymns, A version for organists 
and choirs is in the process of preparation and will have a print-run of 
2,000. 


For a number of years a special committee has been selecting texts and 
melodies which will communicate the gospel in a modern way. The cost of 

the operation is estimated at US $ 250,000, During Sunday services 

on the 30 April, churches throughout the Netherlands will be having special 
collections in an attempt to raise this money, A Netherlands aid agency is 
also to make an appeal on one of the nation's TV stations, 


According to recent estimates the Church of the Czech Brethren has some 
270,000 members in 220 churches and around 300 other places of worship. 
EPS 


AACC HEADQUARTERS BUILDING DEDICATED 


Nairobi (EPS) - The dedication of the new four-story office block of the 
All Africa Conference of Churches took place here on 2 April, AACC Presi= 
dent, Dr. Richard Andriamanjato and the Rev. John Gatu, Chairman of the 
General Committee, together with a number of Kenyan church leaders and 
AACC officers took part in an impressive ceremony which set the seal on 
the new building which has cost up to now US $ one million and by the time 
it is completed, will have cost around US $ two million, 


In his address, Mr, Gatu said the building marked a “new era in the life 
of the organization" and he urged staff members to so conduct their work 
as to project a new image of the organization, Each staff member, he said, 
"is a letter of Christ sent throughout Africa to do his work", 


Acting General Secretary of the AACC, Mr. Sarwat G, Shehata, expressed 
gratitude to all those who have contributed towards the success of the 
project so far. He mentioned especially President Jomo Kenyatta of Kenya, 
who laid the foundation stone in December 1975, referring to him as "one of 
the great fathers of Africa", 
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"PARTNERS IN WEAKNESS" THEME OF 
CMS ANNUAL MEETING 


Warrington, England (EPS) = At the 179th annual meeting of the Church 
Missionary Society last week at Padgate, near Warrington, the Society's 
president, Dame Diana Reader Harris, called attention to the need to 
listen to and be in partnership with other Christians, "We are I believe 
becoming more and more aware what real partnership with other Christians 
means and of how much we need each other, That partnership in weakness 

can draw us all closer to the one Source of all strength", said Dame Diana, 


One example of how this is being worked out, said Dame Diana, is in the 
"readiness to listen to God speaking out of the situation", This has been 
evident in the Church in Uganda, she continued, here the Society has had 

to assess how it should react to the "political situation", or to "state~ 
ments made by leading church spokesmen", or to "Foreign Office pressure to 
withdraw missionaries" or how far should the Society go in cooperating with 
other groups such as Amnesty International or the International Committee 

of Jurists, 


"Qut of Uganda's pain and the continuing concern for those who have fled to 
become refugees has developed a new partnership in weakness as we watch and 
pray for Uganda and its church and people", said Dame Diana, 


Among other speakers at the meeting was Gabriel Habib, from Lebanon, 

general secretary of the Middle East Council of Churches, who told the meeting 
that: "If CMS, or any other mission movement from the Western churches, has 

a mission in the Middle East, that mission should be the unity of Christians, 
Instead of building or perpetuating institutions, relationships must be built, 
Only through the openess of Christians can the uniqueness of Jesus Christ be 
projected", said Mr, Habib, 


The meeting appealed for a "greater commitment to the unevangelised and 
de-evangelised areas" in Britain, and suggested that the primacy of evangelism 
by proclamation as well as caring should be reasserted, 


Other suggestions to come from working group reports was that priority should 

be given to work among the very poor and to employ roving technical advisers, 

with the emphasis especially on appropriate technology; also to equip members 

in multi-racial areas of Bitain to work with others towards greater harmony 

between communities, and particularly in promoting employment opportunities, 
EPS 


PREVENTIVE DETENTION BILL SCRAPPED IN INDIA 


Whitefield, Bangalore (EPS) — Yielding to public pressure the Government 
of India has withdrawn the Preventive Detention Bill introduced in 
Parliament earlier this year, The proposal was to incorporate preventive 
detention in the criminal procedure code, This would have enabled the 
Government to arrest people without giving reasons and detain them in 
prison for as long as they desired, 


Rev, M.A. Thomas, director of the Ecumenical Christian Centre, Bangalore 
and president of Vigil India Movement urged the Government to drop the bill 
and the Vigil India Movement mobilised public opinion against preventive 
detention, 
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IN INDOCHINA THE FIGHT GOES ON 


Geneva (EPS) - It is now three years since the guns fell silent in Vietnam. 
On 30 April, 1975 the revolutionary troops entered Saigon: it was the end 

of a thirty-year war, But today fighting is still going on; for survival, 
reconstruction, resettlement and rehabilitation of millions of displaced 
persons, who at the mercy of military fronts, were tossed from one city to 
another, Saigon, since then renamed Ho Chi Minh City, is perhaps suffering 
more of these repercussions than any other city. Among the city's three-and- 
a-half-million inhabitants are hundreds of thousands of uprooted peasants, 
who had to seek refugee there and now eke out meagre living, 


After thirty years of fighting and a fundamental change of government any 
country would find it difficult to start quickly again, Vietnam is no exception, 
To feed its 42 million people and free the cities where almost 50 per cent of 
the population live crowded on top of one another, the government has taken 
broadranging initiatives, One measure is to create "new economic zones", 


Fifty kilometers from the former capital of South Vietnam is one such zone, 

Phan Van Coi. During the French colonial period there was a profitable rubber 
plantation in the area, In this “iron triangle" where strong resistance was 

felt during the war, the Americans used chemical defoliants and napalm to 
destroy everything, and dropped an average of 20 bombs per hectare on the 

area, Practically nothing has grown there since, The first thing needed to bring 
this region of 3500 hectares back to life, is irrigation, Well drilling, 
pipelines, pipes for drinking water, pumps, transformers, and sprinkler 

systems: no efforts spared. The World Council of Churches (WCC) has contri- 
buted considerable direct aid, Thanks to generous help from its member churches, 
it has been able to subsidize the irrigation scheme here by US $ 1,200,000. 


Life in Pham Van Coi is slowly getting back to normal, Nearly 3,000 "pioneers" 
are already there, living under still difficult conditions, The state has 
already built schools and a 200-bed hospital, Simple houses are sprouting-up 
like mushrooms. The "Saigon Youth Brigade" are working in the area, and in a 
year'$-time some 50,000 people, who have been crowded for more than three 
years into Ho Chi Minh City, will be able to return to the land. The plan is 
ambitious and there are still many obstacles to be overcome, If it succeeds, 
however, it can well serve as a model for other developing countries which 
suffer from similar population and economic problems, 


Another aspect of the reconstruction work is getting the production of consumer 
goods started again. For here, too, there is a shortage of certain articles in 
daily use - canvas shoes, for instance, A new factory near Hanoi, will be 
completed by the end of April. It will house some 300 tons of machines and 
equipment, worth two million dollars, delivered by the WCC, The future techni- 
cians have left Vietnam, to be trained at the supplier's factory in Japan in 

the handling of the new tools, whose instruction material alone weighs 66 pounds; 
Another 35 people are training in the former Bata factory in Saigon, By next 
autumn this production line will be making 8,000 pairs of canvas shoes a day, 


Pham Van Coi and the Hanoi factory are two examples of aid in material and 
money that the WCC - and particulary its Commission on Inter Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) - has been able to give to a war-torn 
country which, since 1975, has been working hard on reconstruction, This 
commitment towards Indochina by the WCC, and with it many of its 293 member 


(more) 
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churches all over the world, is not "help at the last minute", In 1972 while 

the war was still being waged, it was concerned for the fate of people in this 
part of Asia, and established a Fund for Reconstruction and Reconciliation in 
Indochina (FRRI). During its five years of existence - its work is “technically" 
carried on today by CICARWS and other WCC commissions - the Fund enabled 
financing of a whole series of aid programmes in Vietnam and Laos to the tune 

of nearly 10 million dollars, 


In Laos current projects deal with agriculture and the raising of livestock, 
Nabong now has an Agricultural College with 378 students and 16 teachers. ; 
This College, which cost about 1,3 million dollars, trains young Laotians both 

in rational and productive management of land, as well as in raising domestic 
animals and forestry. Elsewhere, relief of more than a million dollars has 

helped reinforce equipment for provincial irrigation services, set up veterinary 
facilities, and install small units for the manufacture of animal feed, This 

aid is all the more necessary as Laos was seriously affected by an extreme drought 
last year and rice crops were particularly hard hit. As well as emergency de- 
liveries of rice, and building material to construct extra water reservoirs, 

the projects financed by the WCC in Laos constitute a major contribution to 
getting the country's economy on its feet, 


In face of the vast needs of Indochina, this assistance might have only limited 
impact, But it does witness to the international solidarity of the churches 

with people who, whatever the political regimes under which they live,have the right 
to a decent life after decades of suffering, 


However, there is a black spot for the WCC in Indochina: Cambodia, now known 
as Kampuchea, The FRRI programme had forseen the allocation of funds, But since 
the change of regime in Phom Penh and the "revolution behind closed doors", 
contact has not yet been possible, 
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Since 1972 the World Council of Churches has financec 
development projects in Indochina to the sum of near- 


ly 10 million dollars, The accompanying photographs 
illustrate the diversity of assistance given, 


(2102) The buildings of a canvas shoe factory near 
Hanoi are practically finished, The 300 tons of WCCH 
supplied machinery valued at US $ 2,000,000 arrived 
at the factory site in February, 
(2103) Mr, Ngugen Quy Hoi, who heads the factory 
committee receives the cases of equipment, 
(2104) In the new economic zones the state is con= 
structing this type of house for the peasants who 
are returning to the land, 
(2105) After treatment for drugeaddiction these 
people are learning handicraft work, 
(2106) Rehabilitation centre for drug addicts near 
Ho Chi Minh city (formerly Saigon), 
(2107) Digging at the Mekong banks in Laos to pre= 
pare sites for the installation of WCC=supplied pumps 
(2108) Mounted on pontoons, these WCC financed 
pumps produce 125 hp. 
(2109) Old pump next to new pumping station under 
construction at Nabong, 

(Photos Reuschle/WCC) 


Women for Peace 
Frauen fur den Frieden 


Femmes pourla Paix 
Donne per la Pace 
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(2110) The II World Congress of Romany People 
took place in Geneva, 8=1l April, Two partici-= 
pants, in their traditional clothes, are repre= 
sentative of 12 million gypsies, 

(Photo: Gignoux, Geneva) 
(2111) Actor Yul Brynner presides over a Press 
Conference of the Romany people, 


2110 


(2112) In conversation at the Romany Congress, 
(See story EPS, No,11, 20 April). 
(2113) At a "Women and Disarmament" seminar in 
Vienna, Austria, Women for Peace wasone of the 
28 organizations taking part, 
(2114) Representatives from Japan and the United 
Kingdom participate in the "Women and Disarmament 
seminar, (See story EPS, this issue), 

(Photos: WCC) 
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CHURCHES SHOULD CONTINUE DISCUSSIONS 
ON ALL ENERGY OPTIONS 


Geneva (EPS) - Churches from all over the world should, from now on, play the 
vital role in democratizing discussions on nuclear issues and should organise 
discussion forums to consider all foreseeable options, in order to combat the 
energy crisis which is expected by the end of the century. This is one of the 
propositions coming from a conference on "Ecumenical concerns in relation to 
Nuclear Energy" held at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, near Geneva, 2-7 May, 1978. 
Some 60 physicists, scientists, theologians,'proponents for, and opponents of the 
use of nuclear energy, from 18 countries, took part in this conference, organised 
by the WCC's sub-unit on Church and Society. The conference was a continuation 

of the Sigtuna (Sweden) meeting of 1975. : Ee 


The lively discussions showed that when confronted with the world's er 
energy requirements, one cannot take the risk of "placing all the eggs in. one. 
basket" and choose only one energy source, such as nuciear. The discussions 
pointed out that the use of fast breeders, although promising to certain people 
cannot finally be determined upon, before their advantages, risks and consequences, 
have been compared to those of other energy sources such as solar, geothermal, 
wave power or fusion, andtidal power. In this field of havrerhative energy 
sources", a lot of research and studying has still. to be done before a decision 
can be made. Due to this, the conference felt that the time for. making a. final 
decision should be beet coed as long as possible in order to get as many 
estimates as possible on future requirements, and the reliability of the 
technologies involved. : 


The conference was against hasty solutions or leaving the final choice. in the 
hands of a few experts and politicians. In fact, the conference suggested it 
was necessary to hold discussions that are open to all sectors of society and 
which would consider all ethical implications. In addition to discussing energy 
requirements this process should help in creating, both in the industrialised 
and developing countries, a just, sustainable and participatory society that is 
ecologically responsible. 


Among the ethical questions to raise, figure the following questions: » 
- What is it intended for? | . 


- What damage or risk does it impose upon people and nature, 
particularly in comparison with alternatives? 


- How does it promote or threaten human freedom and community? 
- Can it be used so that its benefits can be distributed equitably? 


~ Will it benefit some and harm others, or will only those who 
benefit bear the financial, social, physical and environmental costs? 


Does it require great concentrations of political and economic power, 
and if so, how can that power be held accountable? 


In the course of these studies, it became clear that one of the tasks of 

the Churches and Christians was to see that life styles and social and economic 
systems which meet more the demands of the Gospel become part of the discussion 
on energy and technology for tomorrow. 


(more) 
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One of the questions raised in connection with nuclear power, was the non- 
proliferation treaty and the sharing of technologies with the developing 
countries. In the course of these discussions, the efficiency and grounds 

of this treaty (signed since 1970 by 103 nations) were questioned. It was 
also asked if it was morally justifiable to deprive so many countries of 
nuclear technology under the pretext that these transfers, with peaceful 
intentions (permitted under article IV) at the same time gives the buying 
countries the possibility of producing atomic weapons themselves (prohibited 
under article II) and would therefore increase the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons. The credibility of such preventive measures against proliferation 
was questioned even more since the countries capable of producing such weapons 
do not sufficiently demonstrate their wish to disarm. The conference noted 
six approaches which ranged from a moratorium on the nuclear issue to revising 
the non-proliferation treaty to make it less discriminating, which, according 
to the third world, would reduce the risks of proliferation. This ought to be 
discussed in detail within the member countries. These six approaches cover 
the attitudes of various governments and churches towards the sharing of 
technologies , which in the opinion of the Bossey conference is an urgent matter 
to be settled. Prior to this debate the consultation had discussions with 


jaa ee. Eklund, Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
ienna). 


Metropolitan Paul Gregorios (India) and the nuclear physicist David Rose (USA) 
presided over the meeting. Even though the participants agreed only on a 
limited number of points, "the conference showed that a courageous confrontation 
of the ideas and positions is possible on the ecumenical level" said Dr. Philip 
Potter, General Secretary of WCC, who brought greetings to the meeting. 

Dr. Potter also said that he hoped the Churches would start similar discussions 
in their own countries and situations. 


This conference - which had no power of decision and which could not speak in 
the name of the WCC - sent their report to the Central Committee of the WCC who, 
in the course of the next meeting in January 1979, will decide upon future moves. 
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APPEAL FOR HELP FOR MOZAMBIQUE 
FLOOD VICTIMS 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches Commission on Inter Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) has made an emergency appeal for 

US $ 250,000 to relieve devastation and aid rehabilitation following floods 
which hit parts of Mozambique in March and which have not yet receded. 


The area affected is in the Zambesi Valley of central Mozambique. The waters 
have already claimed the lives of some 45 people and have left over 200 ,000 
homeless and displaced. 


In making the appeal, CICARWS director, Jean Fischer, says that the needs of 
the affected population are estimated at well over US $ 1.6 million for the 
next ten months. 


Following a recent visit to the area a WCC staff member indicated the 
priority needs as including maize, beans, rice, blankets, clothing, axes, 


hoes, anti-malarial tablets and first mid Bits. 
EPS 
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NETHERLANDS CHURCH COUNCIL CALLS FOR TOTAL 
DISINVESTMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA 


Amsterdam (EPS) - A call for a cessation of new investment and re-investment , 
and the selling or liquidation of subsidiary companies in South Africa, has 
been made by the Council of Churches in the Netherlands. 


Acting on a working group paper on racial questions the Council declared in 
a resolution that: "new investments as well as investments for replacement 
and expansion are to be condemned as ‘an undesirable interlacing of interests 


and as unjustified support of the oppressor in the escalating racial conflict 
in South Africa." 


The Council recognised that there were many pressures on companies to continue 
with their activities but stated that firms which already have invested in 
South Africa and which claim that they cannot do anything to help abolish the 
apartheid system must :dissociate themselves from that system by selling, 
"though preferably liquidating" their subsidiary companies. 


Acknowledging that this step may lead to clashes with the South African 
government the statement makes it clear that companies "should accept the 
possible consequences" in that the SA government may take over the 
companies involved. 


Confronting another argument that has been used for remaining in South Africa - 
the effect on employment - the resolution urges that during a possible 
withdrawal or termination of investment period "human emplvuyment conditions 
must be applied". But, it goes on, "This concern must not lessen the concern 
to withdraw or terminate as soon as possible investments in South Africa". 


The Working Group for Racial Questions of the Council of Churches, which 
prepared the paper, pointed out the three kinds of investments which had 
been considered, namely: new investments; investments for replacement, and 
investments for expansion. 


The group recognised that new investments had practically come to a stop 
but that investments for replacements, necessary to replace machines, were 
continuing and are aimed at maintaining the status quo in the country. 
Investments for expansion, however, are not aimed at maintaining the status 
quo but of enlarging the involvement and are of "importance in the present 
political and economic climate of South Africa" even though there is not 
much enthusiasm for them in parent companies. | 


In a long discussion as to the possibilities and methods of disinvestment 
the paper looks at the various arguments used against such a policy, for 
example South African legislation; juridical independence of South African 
daughter companies, and the relative impossibility of moving buildings and 
plant. 


The paper asserts, however, that no record exists of any South African law 
preventing disinvestment; that even juridically separate companies "listen 
to their shareholders", and that "anything is saleable", providing that 
selling at a loss is accepted. 


Throughout the paper the argument is made that selling, disinvesting or 
liquidating is not just an effort at keeping one's hands clean but is "the 
termination of an interlacing of interests with the system in South Africa". 


In 1972 the world Council of Churches Central Committee decided to cease 
investing in any companies trading with South Africa, and urged all member 
churches to press corporations to withdraw investments from and to cease 


trading with that country. 
EPS 
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YMCA EXECUTIVE PLANS FOR 
"MORE EFFECTIVE INSTRUMENT' 


Geneva (EPS) - How to make the World Alliance of Young Men's Christian 
Associations a more effective instrument of the YMCA world movement was 
the basic question underlying all deliberations of the World Alliance 
Executive Committee which ended in Geneva, Switzerland, 5 May, under the 
chairmanship of President Walter Arnold, from the Federal Republic of 
Germany. 


Addressing the meeting, Dr. Philip Potter, General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, challenged the 105 Committee members and visitors with 
his concept of a lay ecumenical movement. He stressed that the major tasks 
ahead for these movements were to remain open communities, to engage in social 
development and to contribute to the universal dialogue of cultures. These 
three aspects were reflected in the Committee's subsequent work related to 
international co-operation for development, intermovement co-operation, 

human rights, the role of youth and women in the YMCA, leadership, Christian 
emphasis, and refugee and rehabilitation work. 


The overriding concern was to provide a structural framework which will 
allow the World Alliance to make an impact on the total YMCA world movement. 
Specific steps to be taken include expanding the World Alliance Fund for 
Development to allow the allocation of funds to poor YMCA groups and 
associations, and the decision to entrust the newly established Commission 
on Human Rights with studying the YMCA's association with transnational 
corporations in the context of human rights. The Commission was also asked 
to study "the effect of the apartheid policy on the membership, programmes 
and services of the YMCA in South Africa and on those who are struggling for 
social justice and against the violation of human rights". 


Having heard reports from refugee and rehabilitation services in 18 countries, 
the Executive Committee adopted 1979 as World YMCA Refugee and Rehabilitation 
Year to give fresh impetus to this crucial area of work. 


The Executive Committee announced the appointment of Ingvar Wallin, 42, of 
Sweden, former Secretary General of Y's Men International, as the new 
Executive for Finance and Administration. Wallin will assume his responsibilities 
in September 1978. The Executive Committee also agreed to implement plans for 
a department of communication whose Executive will be Mrs. Erika Tysoe-Dulken, 
presently editor of "World Communique" and "YMCA Information". 

EPS 


SOUTH AFRICAN FEDERAL SEMINARY 
TO BE REBUILT 


Pietermaritzburg (EPS) - The Federal Theological Seminary of Southern Africa 
whose property at Alice was expropriated by the South African government in 
November, 1974, is to re-build on a site at Edendale. This decision was 
taken by the Council of the seminary at a recent meeting. 


> 


The new complex will consist of a multi-purpose Church Hall, a small Chapel, 
a Library, classrooms, a lecture room, language laboratory and domestic 
science room as well as all other necessary facilities, including 
accommodation for up to 120 students. 


A Fund Raising Advisory Committee is to be set up to raise funds to meet the 
gap between available resources and the total cost of the project. This gap 
has been caused largely through the delays that have been experienced in the 
acquisition of the new site. 

EPS 
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POLITICAL STALEMATE MATTER OF CONCERN 
TO ECUMENICAL VISITORS TO N. IRELAND 


Belfast (EPS) - ''The present political stalemate in Northern Ireland is a 

matter of concern to all and if prolonged may lead to more serious complications" 
said Mr. Ninan Koshy, Executive Secretary of the World Council of Churches 
Commission on International Affairs (CCIA), at the conclusion of a ten day visit 
to Ireland. 


Mr. Koshy, together with Dr. Wm. P. Thompson, Stated Clerk of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the United States and Rev. Dr. Klaus von Stieglitz, 
Superintendent of a United Church in Dortmund, Federal Republic of Germany, 
formed an Ecumenical team, which, at the invitation of the Irish Council of 
Churches visited Belfast, Londonderry and Dublin at the end of April. 


The purpose of the visit was to share experiences and concerns of the ecumenical 
community with the churches in Ireland, to express solidarity with the people of 
Ireland and to seek signs of hope in the situation there. Life in Northern 
Ireland has been disrupted by violence since 1969, 


Many member churches of the WCC have taken keen interest in Ireland and have 
given practical help to peace, reconciliation and community projects. During 
their stay the team met community groups, political leaders, government officials 
and representatives of churches including the Roman Catholic Church. 


In a further comment Mr. Koshy added: "The team was impressed by the remarkable 
efforts of various groups for seeking peace with justice. The leaders of the 
churches play an important role in trying to create a climate of confidence 
which alone will make any political solution feasible". 

EPS 


METHODISTS QUALIFIED "YES" TO CHURCH 
UNITY PROPOSITIONS 


London (EPS) - The UK Methodist Church's ruling conference, which will meet 
in June, is to be asked to say "yes" to the 10 propositions on church unity 
but only if they are also endorsed by the Church of England. 


Over the past four years, the Churches' Unity Commission, which includes 
Britain's mainline churches including the Roman Catholics, have set out 
Ten Propositions which, they are agreed, raise all the crucial questions. 


Churches assenting to the propositions would enter into a covenant under 
which they would recognise each other's members and ministries. 


In a statement on the draft response to the propositions, the Rev. Dr. Kenneth 
G. Greet, Secretary of the Methodist Conference, said: "The visible unity of 
all Christ's people is important simply because failure to achieve it calls 

in question the truth of the gospel." 


The response of all the churches to the propositions was important but, said 
Dr. Greet, "that of the Church of England was vital". He added : "Will the 
Church of England say yes to the covenant and if so when? To ask the question 
responsibly is to be aware of the need for and dangers of haste. A Methodist 
may perhaps be forgiven if he observes that churches which have been 
discussing the familiar issues raised by the Ten Propositions for thirty 
years, as the Anglicans and Methodists have, can scarcely be accused of 
moving with irresponsible speed." 


The bi-lateral talks on Anglican-Methodist unity broke down in 1973 when 
the Anglican General Synod failed to back the scheme by the required 
75 per cent vote. 

EPS 
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PREPARATIONS FOR CWME 
MELBOURNE CONFERENCE 


Geneva (EPS) - The Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) of the 
World Council of Churches, in a document circulated to all 293 member churches 

of the WCC, regional Church Conferences and affiliated organisations in over 

100 countries, has invited Christians from all over the world to participate 

in the preparatory process leading up to the World Mission Conference being 
organised for May 1980 in Melbourne, Australia. In a spirit of confident and 
expectant prayer the Commission invites the world's Christian Community to 
participate in a personal and collective search for the contemporary meaning and 
fulfillment of the prayer for the coming of the kingdom. The theme chosen to 
help the Churches to reflect on their mission is the petition "Thy Kingdom Come". 


This conference follows in a line of gatherings focussed on mission and unity 
that began at Edinburgh in 1910, and includes, more recently, the 1963 Mexico 
City assembly which introduced the theme of "Mission to Six Continents", and the 
1972 Bangkok conference on "Salvation Today" 


Over 350 Church representatives and missionary agencies, experts and theologians 
from all continents will participate in the Melbourne Conference. Is a world 
conference of this nature appropriate or needed at this time? In its letter of 
invitation, the CWME declares that it is convinced that "The World's Christian 
Community must periodically re-examine its mission under God; the Gospel compels 
us to do so". From time to time, Christians are called to "participate in a 
personal and collective search of the significance and contempcvary realisation 
of prayers for the coming of God's reign". 


The letter contains some of the characteristics of this search. "We do not dare 
try to encompass in words the richness in the theme of God's kingdom'’. The CWME 
believes that this theme "invites us to be with the suffering Christ in the World's 
struggles". The prayer for the coming kingdom is a prayer of responsibility. 
"Tt challenges us to give ourselves in service to the God for whose kingdom we 
pray, not counting the cost but pledging all.'' The kingdom is in our midst, 
"offering us strength for the daily struggle." 


The CWME warns against certain interpretations "that we regard as inadequate’ 
The announcement of the kingdom is not a call topassivity and inaction. The 
prayer for the coming of the kingdom offers no exemption from responsible work 
for righteousness and justice. On the other hand, "we are not allowed any 
exemption from present involvement in the issues and concerns of this world, 
under the pretence that this kingdom is not of this world". It is inacceptable 
to declare that the kingdom is a human society or that the kingdom and church 
"are one and the same" 


In the preparatory process for the Melbourne Conference, the CWME looks forward 
expectantly to the response all Christians may offer to this invitation. 
EPS 


NEW BISHOP OF OXFORD 
NAMED 


London (EPS) - Bishop Patrick Rodger, of Manchester, who served in the 
early '60s as Executive Secretary for Faith and Order at the World Council 
of Churches, has been named as the new Bishop of Oxford. He succeeds 
Bishop Kenneth Woollcombe who resigned recently. 


Patrick Rodger (57) has been Bishop of Manchester since 1970. He is a 
well-known ecumenist and is the chairman of the Churches’ Unity Commission, 
the body which has proposed the "Ten Propositions" for unity among the major 
English churches. He is also a president of the Conference of European 
Churches. 

EPS 
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DEATH OF MORO "INHUMAN" 
SAYS POTTER 


Geneva (EPS) - In response to a statement from the Federation of 
Evangelical Churches in Italy, concerning the assassination of 

Aldo Moro, Dr. Philip Potter, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, said: "The ecumenical community has followed recent events 
in Italy with great concern. We fully share the feeling of pain 
expressed by you today (10 May) at the assassination of Aldo Moro as 
well as your deep distress regarding the consequences this senseless 

and inhuman act is bound to have for the Italian society at large. 

We pray that God's guidance will uphold you in your continued 
Christian witness." 


The Italian Churches statement expressed "deep anguish" at Moro's 
death and described him as the "latest victim of a long chain of 
crimes which in these last years have stained our country with blood". 


The statement went on: "These tragic events ought to make us reflect 
attentively on the situation of progressive deterioration of our 
society in which hatred and corruption ... stem from common causes, 
confronted with which our political leadership has grave and heavy 
responsibilities. As we call on the Lord for guidance in discerning 
the 'signs of the times" each of us should heed the implications 
contained in these dramatic events. 


"More than ever we should know how to commit ourselves without 
reservation to respond adequately to the challenge confronting us and 
to give testimony of that Lord who alone transforms man and renders 
him capable of a new life." 

EPS 


ELECTIONS FOR NEW ARCHBISHOP 
IN FINLAND 


Helsinki (EPS) - The Chancellor of the University of Helsinki, Mikko Juva 
(59) received a majority of votes at the election for the new Archbishop 
of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland held on 3 May, in Turku. 

Mr. Juva, a former president of the Lutheran World Federation, received 
208 of the 388 votes in the list of three candidates. The other candidates 
were Dean Samuel Lehtonen, of the Tapiola Parish in Espoo, and Bishop 

John Vikstrom, of the Porvoo Diocese. 


The President of Finland will appoint one of these three candidates to the 
post of Archbishop, probably at the end of May. The present Archbishop 
Martii Simojoki retires next September. 

EPS 
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AZAPO LEADERS DETENTION - 
"SHOCK AND DISMAY" - TUTU 


Johannesburg (EPS) - In a statement last week the General Secretary 
of the South African Council of Churches, Bishop Desmond Tutu, 
expressed his "shock and dismay" at the reported detention of the 
members of the executive and their associates, of the newly-formed 
black organization Azania People's Organization (AZAPO). The 
organization was only formed some three weeks' ago. 


Bishop Tutu also said he was "equally appalled” at the banning orders 
served on David Adler and Clive Nettleton, of SACHED (South African 
Committee for Higher Education) and Turret College, a correspondence 
college. 


The statement continued: "The authorities have not even given the new 
organization the chance to draw up a constitution before acting against. ,.: 
its officials in this harsh manner. Why are our authorities unwilling 
to listen to the voices of those who are the authentic spokesmen of the 
blacks? Who will go on believing that the authorities are really 

interested in peaceful change when those who are committed to this process. 
are acted against in this manner?" 


Referring to the banning orders, Bishop Tutu said this action was 
difficult to understand. "They have to my knowledge no political 
involvement", he said. 


"They have carried on their work as educationalists quietly and 
conscientiously and have assisted even a homeland education department", 
the Bishop stated and asked why, if their activities have been subversive, « 
they have not been charged in court. He continued: ''Must reasonable people: 
assume that there is little evidence that could stand the searching 
scrutiny of a court of law and so the authorities conveniently for them 
choose to act administratively?" | 


"What price then all those ministerial assurances that the security 
legislation was aimed at terrorists and other subversive elements? Is 
South Africa a democracy or what?" asks the Bishop. 


The General Secretary concluded his statement by saying that "those of 
us who are committed to reconciliation and reasonably peaceful change 
are beginning to wonder seriously whether all this is not just a 
pipedream, that we are totally unrealistic. 0 God, help our beloved 
country before it is too late." 

EPS 


FEEDING HUNGRY, THOUGH SECULAR ACTION, 
MAY BE "SIGN OF GOD'S LOVE" - CASTRO 


Ventnor, N.J. (EPS) - A seemingly secular action, such as feeding the 
hungry, may become "a sign of God's love if the hand that does it is 
visibly related to a community which considers that it worships God," 
the director of the World Council of Churches' Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism (CWME) has said. 


(more) 


No. 14 - 18 May 1978 3 


Dr. Castro stressed this point as he acknowledged a "growing consensus 
among Christians on the reciprocity between evangelism and Christian 
service, between proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
participation in human liberation". 


But it is "unrealistic" to demand "that every Christian should be actively 
militant in the political affairs of his country". Rather it is the whole 
Christian community which is evangelistic and which must adopt clear 
positions towards liberation movements and struggles against oppression in 
the secular community,in Dr. Castro's view. 


The international mission leader was the keynote speaker at the fifth 

annual consultation on the future of the missionary enterprise, held at 

the Overseas Ministries Study Center in Ventnor, New Jersey, 2-5 May, 

The consultation is co-sponsored by the study center together with the 
International Documentation Center (IDOC) North America, Church World 

Service, the Maryknoll Mission Institute, Lutheran World Ministries and 

the Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society (EDCS). The title of 

Dr. Castro's talk was "Towards a Liberating Evangelism: Beyond Polarizations". 


Religious orders committed to service to the poor, education, medical work, 
the preaching of the word and to contemplation and prayer fulfill a very 
important function as part of the whole, Dr. Castro pointed out, but he 
warned against "reducing the whole to what they are doing as their specific 
vocation". In that case they are "obviously distorting and restricting the 
reality of the love of God which embraces a greater whole". 


Missionary groups specializing in student work, or in problems of the ghettos 
in large cities, or in organizing rural communities, or in preaching the 
word across geographical or cultural barriers are all valid and necessary, 
"provided they see themselves as part and servants of a whole," he declared. 


The consultation is the fifth in a series of annual meetings of American 
mission leaders in this southern New Jersey seaside resort, just one mile 
south of Atlantic City, which is all spruced up to bring gambling officially 
to the east coast of the U.S. Attending are 170 representatives of 38 
denominations and mission groups and including a sprinkling of overseas 
church leaders. The largest contingent came from the Roman Catholic Church 
which sent 32 participants -- 22 women, mostly nuns and eight priests and two 
laymen, from 16 orders. The United Presbyterian Church with 30, Mennonites 
with 20, United Methodist Church with 16, Lutheran Church in America with 14, 
and the United Church of Christ with 10 were leading the list of attending 
conservative evangelical denominations. 


Fred Bronkema, U.S. representative of EDCS, who was the designer and 

director of the IDOC International Project ''The Future of the Missionary 
Enterprise’ from which the Ventnor conferences originated, stated: "This 
consultation opened up new possibilities for a liberating evangelism and 


an evangelizing liberation as well as development strategies related to them". 
EPS 
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LWF EXECUTIVE ATTACKS 
"BIBLE SMUGGLERS" 


Geneva (EPS) - Dr. Paul Hansen of the Lutheran World Federation's 
department of church cooperation has attacked certain "East Missions" 
in the USA, West Germany, Switzerland, Sweden, Norway and Holland as 
being responsible for smuggling Bibles into Eastern European countries 
and illegally importing into the USSR roubles bought at cheap rates in 
the West. 


The people who illegally take Bibles into the Soviet Union regard 
themselves as "God's Smugglers", said Dr. Hansen. These people should 
realize that the vast majority of people in the USSR do not understand 
this. "They look upon the 'smugglers' with disgust, as a kind of 
criminal, and this attitude is immediately directed also towards those 
Christians who have contact with the 'smugglers' and unfortunately in 
many cases also towards Christians as a whole. Every time an attempt 
to smuggle in Bibles and other religious literature is discovered and 
reported in the press, whenever the mass media show films of such 
episodes at the borders, the militant atheists get new 'ammunition' for 
their anti-religious propaganda, those who oppose more tolerant 
practices in relation to the churches are strengthened, and much irritation 
and hostility against everything which has to do with the church and 
religion are generated." 


Dr. Hansen also stated that anyone in the Democratic Republic of Germany, 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Yugoslavia who really wanted a Bible 
could get one. "To smuggle Bibles into these countries is a demonstration, 
not a necessity", he said. He attacked those who only painted a grim 
picture of life in socialist Eastern Europe. He said "the people who 
would be able to give a different picture - one that is positive and 
encouraging - of Christian life and church activities in the socialist 
countries, and who could set straight the exaggerations, inaccuracies, and 
generalizations of the East Missions, are often reluctant to do so. 

They prefer to avoid a confrontation with these people, not to become 
involved in polemics in which demagogy is frequent. 


"While not playing down the difficulties experienced by churches and 
Christians in some socialist countries or remaining silent about the fact 
that there have been severe clashes between religious groups and police, 
much more should be reported about the life of the official churches and 
congregations, which include the overwhelming majority of Christians in 
Eastern Europe and the USSR. Great numbers of Christians participate 
regularly and undisturbed in an active congregational life. For every 
picture of a persecuted individual or family reproduced by the East Missions 
in their publications, we can show photos of thousands of Christians who 
are not being brutally persecuted by the communist authorities. For every 
story about congregations which come together secretly in the woods, we can 
tell about thousands of others which gather in their church buildings, with 
state permission, and whose members are just as committed and faithful 
believers as are those in the forest." 


(more) 
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Addressing himself particularly to the Lutheran Church constituency 
Dr. Hansen commented: "If Lutherans in the West believe that they are 
helping their Lutheran sisters and brothers in the East through 
contributions to East Mission organizations, they are in most cases 
mistaken. The vast majority of Lutheran and other Christian congregations 
in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union are not being helped or strengthened 
by the activities of these organizations. On the contrary, they are often 
being disturbed". 

EPS 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND TO DISCUSS 
DIVORCE/REMARRIAGE AGAIN 


London (EPS) - The Church of England will shortly have another 
opportunity to consider changing its marriage discipline to allow 
the remarriage of divorced persons in church: the next meeting of 
its General Synod is being held at York in July. 


Proposals along these lines were last discussed by the Synod between 
1972 and 1974 following recommendations made in 1971 by a commission 
chaired by Professor Howard Root. But the Synod was unable to muster 
a majority in favour of change. Instead it called for a fresh 
examination of the Christian doctrine of marriage and of the Church 
of England's marriage discipline against the background of a society 
in which, with the passing of the 1969 Divorce Reform Act, divorce no 
longer depended on a matrimonial offence by one of the partners but 
instead on the irretrievable breakdown of the marriage. 


This re-examination was entrusted to a commission chaired by the 
Bishop of Lichfield, the Rt Rev. Kenneth Skelton, and its report - 
"Marriage and the Church's Task", published Friday 19 May - will come 
before the Synod at its next meeting. 


By a majority the 16-member commission advocated allowing divorced 
people to be remarried in church, each case being examined on its 
merits under a pastoral procedure at diocesan level. But a minority 
of four opposed such a step on practical grounds: it would compromise 
the Church's witness to the indissolubility of marriage, they said. 
One of the four also opposed it on theological grounds. 


However, the commission was unanimous in recommending an end to the 
present system whereby members of the Church of England who have re- 
married after divorce may be readmitted to communion only with the 
bishop's permission. This, it felt, should be left to the discretion 
of the person or persons concerned and their parish priest. The 
commission also recommended ending the use of services of prayer and 
dedication for divorced and remarried couples because of the danger of 
confusing such services with the marriage service. 


A further recommendation would remove the anomaly whereby the clergy of 
the Church of England cannot legally refuse to marry unbaptized residents 
of their parish who wish to be married in church. The commission proposed 
parliamentary legislation to remove this obligation: such weddings would 
instead take place at the minister's discretion, subject to the advice of 
the bishop. 


(more) 
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The present situation with regard to the remarriage of divorced persons 

is widely felt to be unsatisfactory. The commission's report described 
the Church of England by the 1960's as "the most rigorist of all churches 
in its pastoral practice in matrimonial cases" : the Orthodox and Reformed 
churches, and increasingly Anglican provinces overseas, were allowing the 
remarriage of divorced persons, while the Roman Catholic Church was 
extending the grounds of nullity. (The commission considered but rejected 
the suggestion that the Church of England should follow the Roman Catholic 
example.) 


But for the most part the Church's discipline holds. Those Church of 
England couples who want a second marriage in church normally avail 
themselves of the services of the Free Churches. Of the 99,552 
marriages in England and Wales in 1975 where one or both parties were 
divorced, 87,918 were solemnized in a civil ceremony, 10,460 in a 

Free Church ceremony, 698 in a Roman Catholic ceremony (thanks to the 
overlap between the canon law on nullity and the civil law on divorce), 
and only 476 in an Anglican ceremony. 


Whether the Synod will be ready in July to vote for change is uncertain. 
Many of its members will still feel that by allowing the remarriage of 
divorced persons in church, the Church of England will dangerously 
undermine its witness to the indissolubility of marriage. On the other 
hand, two different and successive commissions have recommended change, 
expressing the fear that the Church's discipline may gradually crumble 
if the present state of affairs is allowed to continue. 

EPS 


ENGLISH CHURCH LEADERS EXPRESS CONCERN 
OVER UNEMPLOYMENT AND RACE RELATIONS 


London (EPS) - The question whether modern industrial society and 
Christianity are really and fundamentally compatible has been raised 
by the Church leaders of Merseyside - the area around Liverpool — in a 
joint letter they issued for Whitsun. 


Drawing Christians’ attention to the two great issues of unemployment and 
race relations, the Church leaders pointed out that Merseyside's problems 
of unemployment "are unlikely to prove a temporary economic setback which 
will go away with better trade" but are instead "chronic, long-standing 
problems", which probably will not be solved by more investment. "Part of 
the problem facing the world is that modern technology does not require 
such a large labour force, especially of semi-skilled or unskilled workers,” 
the Church leaders noted. (Unemployment in the Liverpool travel-to-work 
area is currently 73,198 or 11.4% of the work force, but this figure is 
certain to be boosted by the impending closure of several factories, 
including British Leyland's car plant at Speke which has employed 3,000 
workers. Nationally, unemployment stands at 1,326,400 for Great Britain, 
or 5.7 % of the work force, with the Northern region, at 8.2 2, claiming 
the highest rate among the ten regions into which the country is divided. 
The North-West, which includes Merseyside, has an overall rate of 6.9 2. 
To find a parallel to the Merseyside rate at the regional level, one has 
to go outside Great Britain itself to Northern Ireland, where the overall 
unemployment rate is 11.1 2.) 


(more) 
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While the Church leaders suggested that Christians should make their 
influence felt over such issues as sharing out existing work, they said 
that it was in thinking out the Christian approach to work in the future 
that all must try to play their part. 


"What is the purpose of work?" they asked. "Can a man be expected to face 
successive occupational changes in his working life? Can we maintain an 
acceptable standard of living with adequate social benefits for all unless 

the products of our labour are competitive in world markets? But can the 
Christian message of love and due regard for the dignity of human labour be 
reconciled with the competitiveness and conflict of modern industrial society?" 
These, the Church leaders said, "are questions with which Christians must 
concern themselves today". 


On race relations they pointed out that the multi-cultural, multi-racial 
and multi-religious society which Britain is today "is a different world 
from the one in which many of us grew up, and we need to allow ourselves to 
be open to fresh education in such matters". Nor is racial justice merely 
the concern of the expert: "It is an essential part of the commitment of 
all the brethren of Christ." 


The letter is signed by the Anglican bishop of Liverpool, David Sheppard; 
the Roman Catholic archbishop of Liverpool, Derek Worlock; the divisional 
commander of the Salvation Army, Lily Farrar; the chairman of the Liverpool 
District of the Methodist Church, Norwyn Denny; the North West area super- 
intendent of the Baptist Union, Trevor Hubbard; and the Moderator of the 
Mersey Province of the United Reformed Church, John Williamson. 

EPS 


WOMEN STRENGTHEN TIES BETWEEN 
TWO AFRICAN CHURCHES 


Buéa, Cameroon (EPS) - Women's work forms the backbone of relations 
between the Presbyterian Churches in Cameroon and Sudan. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Mbonifor, a teacher and a leader of the women's movement of the Cameroon 
Church, has just made a goodwill visit to the Sudan. While there, she 
saw how women's training groups were progressing, particularly in the 
Upper Nile Province. 


Relations between the two African churches date back to 19/72, when the 
Presbyterian Church of Sudan asked if two of its women leaders could 
be trained in Cameroon. The Presbyterian Church in Cameroon, which runs 
300 Christian Women Fellowship Groups, a Home Making Centre, Bible study 
groups, and organizes prison visits, sent one of their staff members to 
Sudan to launch a training programme for women. Since then there have 
been regular meetings between the two churches. Last year the WCC 
sponsored two Sudanese women leaders, Miss Rachel Yoseke and Mrs. Mary 
Puot, on a study-tour of the Christian Women Fellowship of the 
Presbyterian Church in Cameroon. 

EPS 
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MOLTMANN CALLS ON CHURCH LEADERS 
TO PROMOTE OIKOUMENE MORE EFFICIENTLY 


Kirchheim/Teck (EPS) - Protestant theologian Prof. Jurgen Moltmann 
from Tubingen urged church leaders to stop their "delay tactics" 
and take more efficient measures to bring confessions together. 
"If we wait until the last theoretical problems are solved, we will 
starve before we achieve ecumenical fellowship," declared Moltmann on 
Monday 8 May, to the meeting of the "Rottenburg Action Fellowship" in 
Kirchheim, Federal Republic of Germany. In the presence of over 40 
Protestant and Roman Catholic theologians, the Lutheran theologian 
pleaded for increasing participation of all Christians in the Eucharist/ 
Holy Communion. None of the essence would be lost by widening the 
ecumenical horizon; on the contrary, it would pave the way for more 
creative expressions of Christian devotion. The "Rottenburg Action 
Fellowship" groups some 180 ecumenically involved priests. 

EPS 


BOROVOY NEW REPRESENTATIVE 
OF RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH IN GENEVA 


Geneva (EPS) - The Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church is 
replacing the present permanent representative at the Ecumenical 
Centre in Geneva, Bishop Makary d'Ouman, by Protopresbyter Vitaly Borovoy 


Dean of the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Epiphany in Moscow, and 
Professor of that city's Theological Academy, Father Borovoy is not 

a newcomer to the ecumenical scene. He was already permanent 
representative in 1962, again from 1964 to 1966, and for a third time 
from 1968 to 1970. From 1966 to 1972, he was also associate director 
of the WCC's Faith and Order Unit. He is the Orthodox delegate to 
various bodies of the WCC : a member of the Central Committee since 1975, 
he is on the Standing Commission on Faith and Order (dealing with 
theological questions and church unity) and the Joint Working Group 
between the Roman Catholic Church and the WCC. Father Borovoy, who is 
62, will be arriving in Geneva shortly. 


Bishop Makary d'Ouman, whose mandate expires soon, will be transferred 
to Kiev as Vicar Bishop under Metropolitan Filaret. Before coming to 
Geneva in 1975, he spent five years as head of the Russian Orthodox 
communities in Canada and the United States. 

EPS 
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STRENGTHENING ECUMENICAL TIES 
WITH LEBANON, TURKEY AND GREECE 


Geneva (EPS) - An analysis of the political and religious aspects of the 
situation in Lebanon and talks with leaders of WCC member churches in 
Lebanon, Turkey and Greece followed the meeting of the officers of the 
wCC's Central Committee on 12-13 May, in Beirut. It was held to evaluate 
the activities of the Council, composed of 293 Protestant, Orthodox and 
Anglican churches in over 100 countries. 


The officers, who meet regularly, are the president of the: Central: Committee, 
Archbishop Edward Scott (Canada), the two Vice Presidents, Miss Jean Skuse 
(Australia) and the Coadjutor Catholicos Karekin II (Lebanon) - host of 

this session - and the general secretary of the WCC, the Rev. Philip Potter. 
The recent events in Lebanon and possible long-term contribution by. ‘the WCC 
were the main points of discussions with Lebanese politicians, including 

the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, as well as with leaders 
of the Middle East Council of Churches. "We were ‘exposed’ to the very 
complex situation of Lebanon and its repercussions on the general situation 
in the Middle East," declared Dr. Potter on his, return .to, Geneva. . The 
officers also spoke with the spiritual leaders of the WCC's member churches 
in Lebanon. | wv ietoingas as tehzO Sas dt ies 


Before returning to Geneva they visited the Ecumenical ‘Patriarch Dimitrios i 
in Istanbul, who "reconfirmed his commitment to the ecumenical movement and 
particularly to the WCC", declared Dr. Potter. In the course of this meeting 
the Patriarch expressed his desire to see his Church participate ‘still more 
effectively in the WCC's activities, especially in its theological research, 
and that there be more Orthodox representatives,.on the WCC -staff:.in Geneva. 
The Phanar said he would also like to make a more active ..contribution to 

the 1979 and 1980 conferences. During this meeting, described as "cordial 
and constructive", the question of "signs of improvement ‘in “state-church 
relations in Turkey" ‘was also discussed?” *> “#89? 728 mora SnamaeW 

In Athens, the officers. met the members of the.commission*on foreign affairs 
of the Greek Orthodox Church and discussed this church's criticism of the 
WCC in the press. The dignitaries of the Church - a member of the WCC since 
its creation in 1948 - had complained that the Orthodox churches were not 
sufficiently represented on the various bodies of the World Council and 
that the rules and voting procedures weighed against them. The officers 
felt that they did not have enough time to answer these "fundamental 
questions" in depth -during their stayin Athens, and on-Dr. Potter's 
initiative, it was agreed that "a well prepared consultation between a 

WCC delegation and the commission for foreign affairs be held in the near 
future", The officers concluded their visit to Athens with a "cordial 


meeting'' with Archbishop Seraphim, spiritual leader of 8 million Greek 
Orthodox. 


EPS 


MAPPING THE ROAD 
FOR INTER-FAITH DIALOGUE 


Port of Spain, Trinidad (EPS) - The most comprehensive set of 
guidelines yet produced by the ecumenical movement on the subject of 
inter-faith dialogue and the place of ideology in such dialogues has 
emerged from aWorld Council of Churches working group meeting in a 
Benedictine school on a hilltop outside the Trinidad capital. 


(more) 
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The guidelines from the working group charged with oversight of the 

WCC's sub-unit on dialogue with people of living faiths and ideologies, 
(DFI) draw on the sub-unit's seven years of world-wide experience in 
dialogue between Christian, Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish and Muslim communities. 
Final approval for the guidelines will have to come from the WCC's Gentral 
Committee Meeting in Jamaica next January. 


The context for the working group's statement comes from Chiang Mai, 
Thailand, where a DFI Consultation last year described inter-faith 
dialogue as "a fundamental part of Christian service within community" 
and an "expression of love" rather than a "secret weapon in the armoury 
of an aggressive Christian militancy". 


Referring back to the theological framework set at Chiang Mai, the 
guidelines make it clear that faith in a triune God sets Christians free 
to be open and vulnerable to the faiths and ideologies of others. 


In a phrase heard often through the meeting, churches were called to face 
the "religious dimensions of ideologies and the ideological dimensions of 
religions, Christianity included". 


The 35 working group members, consultants and staff from 25 countries 
devoted a section of the meeting to dialogue with ideologies - an issue 
they saw as concerning the whole of the WCC in all its programmes, and 
especially in its search for a "just, participatory and sustainable 
society". 


The Trinidad meeting urged the Churches to face the issue of ideologies 
not only as they occur outside Christianity, but also by a self-critical 
dialogue within Christian communities themselves. 


To make explicit the ideological elements in ongoing inter-religious 
encounters, a four year research project is planned, covering specific 
areas such as a Sri Lankan community development programme run by 
Christians, Buddhists and Marxists: the Waldensian Church in Italy and 
its response to the rise of Eurocommunism: the political implications 
of the feminist movement in the U.S.: and three other case studies in 
Eastern Europe, Latin America and Africa. 


Addressing dialogue more generally, the guidelines urge Churches to take 
initiative in starting dialogue but to ensure that all the participants 
share in organizing such events. "They should not be Christian-planned 
activities to which others are merely invited", say the guidelines. 
Furthermore, the dialogue partners should be free to define and describe 
themselves in their own terms. When others usurp that role, it leads to 
"prejudice, stereotyping and condescension" says the statement. 


The DFI Committee recommends that the best approach to inter-faith 
dialogue is through sharing common enterprise and search for a just 
community. This could include tackling social and political issues 
together and sharing in each other's culture, art and worship: 

for example - "extending and accepting invitations to visit each other 
as guests and observers in family and community rituals, ceremonies 
and festivals". 


Other points surfacing during the meeting include an unease with the 
traditional "consultation" style of dialogue and the need for more 
experiential and less academic approaches. 

EPS 
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FAITH AND ORDER IN BANGALORE: 
WHAT KIND OF HOPE? 


Geneva (EPS) - What kind of hope can Christians all over the world have 

in the face of an uncertain future, threatened by the ambiguities of 
science and technology, economic aia political injustice, and the latent 
danger of a break-up in the world equilibrium? This is the question which 
the Faith and Order Commission of the WCC will be trying to answer at its 
triennal meeting from 16 to 30 August in Bangalore, India. And it is a 
question which is all the more fundamental that the member churches of 

the WCC alone represent some 400 million Christians, to whom we should 
add 700 million Roman Catholics. 


The 120 Commission members - 11 of whom are representatives from the 

Roman Catholic Church - will be presented with a voluminous dossier on 

gi subject. Since 1971, Faith and dlibaig has been patiently assembling 
"accounts of the hope which is in us", which it has requested from 
churches, Christian communities, research groups and individuals belonging 
to various confessions all round the world. Said the Rev. Lukas Vischer, 

director of the Faith and Order secretariat in Geneva: "We have to discover 

at Bangalore how the hope lived by Christians in one place can be shared 

with millions of Christians living elsewhere in different situations. 

We would like Bangalore to be a 'stock exchange of hope' which would help 

every Christian to live and struggle for more community, justice and peace." 


In a second stage, the Commission, to be chaired by Orthodox theologian 
Nikos Nissiotis, will be discussing the question of Church unity, and 
particularly "conciliary fellowship". This concept, launched in 1975 at 
the Council's Fifth Assembly in Nairobi, has since elicited growing 
interest in the churches around the world, including the Roman Catholic 
Church; but the debate has raised questions on the more concrete modalities 
of such a Christian community in "moving towards a universal council". 

"It may well be that the commission will produce an aide-memoire to 

clarify the discussion," said Dr. Vischer. 


The WCC's constitution states that one of its functions is to "call the 
churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith and in one eucharistic 
fellowship". '"But'', said Lukas Vischer, "we cannot continue to claim that 
we must be united in one faith without explaining how to reach this goal". 
The Faith and Order Commission will therefore look at what concrete steps 
have been taken up till now "to identify what we already have in common 

and what we do not need to have in common, but of course without questioning 
Church unity". It is expected that the Commission will come back to the 
discussion on baptism, eucharist and ministry, since in fact the common 
eucharist for all Christians is still a stumbling block between Protestants, 
Roman Catholics and Orthodox. 


The meeting will also try to judge how inter-church aid - major sums of 
money from more affluent churches each year finance activities and 
programmes of poorer churches — is contributing to building unity, and 
just where the limits are. 


The last point for the Bangalore Commission: are the present ecumenical 
structures (councils, interconfessional associations, etc.) able to give 
direction to Christians’ ecumenical impetus? ''We are increasingly 
experiencing extraordinary and spontaneous activities at all levels of 
Church life, but particularly at the SHES BHOOEA « Surely we shall lose 
our breath soon, if the existing structures can't keep up with the pace?" 
concluded Dr. Vischer. 

EPS 
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CHURCHES IN BRAZIL 
CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 


Rio de Janeiro (EPS) - Catholic and Protestant church leaders in Brazil 

have decided to continue their information campaign on human rights. 

On the occasion of the 14th anniversary of the military take-over a third 
edition of a 36-page brochure was published in 1.3 million copies. It 

gives the text of the Universal Declatation of Human Rights, adopted by 

the United Nations in 1948 and signed by Brazil, and a series of theological 
comments. A fourth edition is in preparation. 


The "author" of this brochure is the Commission for Ecumenical Services, 
which was created in 1973 and is composed of the five WCC member churches 

in Brazil and the Roman Catholic Church. The Protestant Church, descended 
from German immigrants, is not participating. Two thirds of the theological 
comments consist of extracts of statements made by the WCC and the Vatican, 
and the other third of declarations from Brazilian and North American synods. 


The campaign is sponsored by Cardinal Aloisio Lorscheider (Brazilia), 
President of the Episcopal Conference and Bishop of the Episcopal Church 
(Anglican) , and Arthur R. Kratz (Porto Alegre), a member of the WCC Central 
Committee. Archbishop Don Helder Camara (Récife) and the new Methodist 
Bishop Paulo Ayres Mattos (Rio) took part in the initial regional press 
conferences. 

EPS 


US PRESBYTERIANS VOTE 
AGAINST ORDAINING HOMOSEXUALS 


San Diego (EPS) - The United Presbyterian Church in the US has come out 
against the ordination of homosexuals. The current annual assembly of 

the Church agreed that "unrepentant homosexual practice does not accord 
with the requirements for ordination". It took four hours of intense 
discussions on thé floor of the 190th United Presbyterian general assembly 
to reach this conclusion. They were based on a majority and a minority 
report submitted by a task force which had worked more than a year 
studying the issue whether homosexuality is a recognized, legitimate life- 
style and that no sin attaches to it. However, the majority report of the 
task force which came out squarely in favour of the ordination of 
homosexuals and reflected the feelings of most task force members, was 
defeated overwhelmingly by the close to 700 commissioners (delegates). 

The report of the task force minority which did not advocate ordination 
but would accept homosexuality and the civil rights of homosexuals, was 
also defeated. Instead, an assembly committee drafted a new paper which 
states, among other points, that there is room in the Church "for all who 
give honest affirmation in the Church" and that homosexuals who sincerely 
affirm Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour should not be excluded from 
membership. 


The document, however, denies them outright ordination. It urges the 
creation of a ministry with homosexual persons. It further asks all 
having responsibility for examining candidates for the ministry to abstain 
from making "specific enquiry into the sexual orientation or practice of 
candidates for ordained offices, or ordained officers where the person 
involved has not taken the initiative in declaring his or her sexual 
orientation". With regard to the civil rights of homosexuals, the United 


(more) 
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Presbyterian.assembly declared: "There is no legal, social or moral 
justification for denying homosexual persons access to the basic 
requirements of human social existence," It urged opposition to federal, 
state and local legislation discriminating against anyone on the basis of 


sexual orientation. Thé document also condemns homophobia (fear or hatred 
of homosexual persons). 


The United Presbyterial decision had been awaited with much interest 
throughout the country. Other American churches also engaged in 
discussions of homosexuality have not had to contend with a similar 
decision-making challenge, 

EPS 


BOSSEY ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE 
OVERCOMES THREE-YEAR FINANCIAL CRISIS 


Geneva (EPS) - "The Ecumenical Institute at Bossey is well on the way to 
overcoming the serious crisis of 1976, and will soon be fully operational 
again,'’ declared the Rev. Konrad Raiser on 19 May, at the close of a 4-day 
working session of the Institute's Board. The deputy general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches is in charge of Bossey until the arrival of 
Prof. Karl Hertz, the new director on 15 July. 


The 13-member Board, presided over by the American theologian Paul Crow, 
outlined activities for the coming 18 months: conferences, workshops and 
summer courses relating to the main concerns of the WCC and the ecumenical 
_movement, and the traditional winter Graduate School whose theme this year 
will be "The Holy Spirit and the Ministries of the Church". 


The Board has asked the Bossey management to be stricter in its selection 

of participants. But first, Bossey's activities should be made wider 

known among youth organizations and the churches' educational and theological 
training centres. A detailed study is to be made of current possibilities 

of field work in parishes, research centres and working groups, which could 
help students from all continents to draw greater benefit from their 
participation in the Graduate School. 


The financial situation seems to have improved. In 1976, the WCC, of which 
the Institute is an integral part, had to reduce its annual contribution 

to Sfr. 750,000. Following a second reduction, it is now only 10% of the 
Institute's annual budget of Sfr. 1.6 million: 35% comes from donations 
from parishes and welfare organizations of the WCC member churches, 252 
comes in the form of scholarships, and 30% from boarding fees. 


The new structures which should make Bossey financially independent are an 
efficiently run "guesthouse", and the Endowment Fund, whose income should 
cover a major part of the "programme" sector (lecturers' salaries, 
interpretation, secretariat, etc.). This Fund, so far fed by support 
committees in Switzerland, the Federal Republic of Germany and the United 
States only, already amounts to Sfr. 1 million. But the target is 
Sfr. 10 million, so that a major part of the "programme" sector can be 
financed by the interest. 

EPS 
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND ASSEMBLY SUPPORTS 
RETENTION OF NUCLEAR DETERRENT 


Edinburgh (EPS) - The general assembly of the Church of Scotland, now 
meeting here, has decided to support the retention of the nuclear 
deterrent, despite pleas of the inevitable mass slaughter likely to 
follow. Four former moderators were involved in a lively debate 
surrounding the advice of the Church and Nation Committee to recognize 
the need for a nuclear deterrent until conventional arms and forces 

have been sufficiently reduced to ensure Europe could not be overwhelmed. 


The assembly also called on the British government to introduce a law 
preventing the country from passing into foreign ownership. This followed 
recent press exposures of the sale of land to foreigners who used currency 
fluctuations to make profitable long-term investments on conditions more 
generous than in Scotland. 


A call for fresh moves to put an end to the airlift of luxury goods from 
Stanstead airport to Uganda was successfully made by a former minister in 
Nairobi, who described the issue as both important and vital. 


Prime Minister Mr. James Callaghan, who addressed the meeting of 1,100 
commissions - ministers and elders from all over Scotland - promised that, 
despite all its difficulties, the government would go to the limit to 
ensure the Scottish devolution bill reached the statute books. 


A majority of commissioners also voted through a report that a plan to 
unite the kirk and the Methodist Church in Scotland should go down to 
local congregations for their vote. But the Methodists at a separate 
meeting decided by a majority to reject the joint proposals. 

EPS 


WORLD FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS IN ARGENTINA: 
WARNING FROM WEST GERMAN CHURCH 


Hannover (EPS) - The Protestant Church of West Germany has sent a letter 
to journalists going to Argentina for the World Football Championships, 
asking them not to forget that human rights are being violated in that 
country. 


"It would be inappropriate to ignore everyday life in Argentina behind the 
facade of the World Championship," said the letter. It reminded 
journalists that 16 Germans have disappeared and that, over the last two 
years, some 15,000 people have been reported missing. Moreover, the 

fate of some 8-10,000 political prisoners remains unknown, 


The letter emphasized that the World Championships would no doubt be 
exploited for political ends, and appealed to journalists to find out 
as much as possible about the situation in Argentina and not lose sight 
of reality when writing their reports. 

EPS 
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(2120) Rev. Geiko Muller-Fahrenholz (WCC), 
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(2125) More than 1000 Christians took 
part in a demonstration in London at 
the end of April in response to a call 
from CARAF (Christians against Racism 
and Fascism). (2127) According to 
Pauline Webb (left), a leader of CARAF 
(2126) 'the cross has been a symbol of 
risk and costly commitment’. 
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Churches from all over the world should, from now on, play the vital role in democratizing 
discussions on nuclear issues and should organize discussion forums to consider all foresee- 
able options, in order to combat the energy crisis which is expected by the end of the century. 
This is one of the suggestions made by a conference on 'Ecumenical Concerns in relation to 
Nuclear Energy" organized by the WCC sub-unit on Church and Society at the Ecumenical Institute, 
Bossey, from 2 - 7 May 1978, 

(2128) The physicist D. Rose (centre) and Metropolitan Paulos Gregorius of India (right) 
chaired the discussions among the 60 pro-nuclear and anti-nuclear physicists, scientists and 
theologians attending the meeting. 

(2130) Sigward Eklund (right), Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(Vienna) with the Rev. Paul Abrecht (centre), Director of the sub-unit on Church and Society. 


9130 2128 7 (Photos WCC) 


' Photos are available from the World Council of Churches, Fil d Visual Arts D t t; 
photo oikoumene urches, Film an isual Arts Departmen 


P.O.B. 66, 1211 Geneva, at the cost of Sw Fr. 20.—, or equivalent in your currency. 
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CUTS AND RACIALLY OPPRESSED - 


PRIORITY FOR PCR 


Zurich (EPS) - The eighth meeting of the Commission of the WCCs Programme 
to Combat Racism agreed that a major priority for the PCR in the period 
ahead should be its study of land rights and the racially oppressed. 


Meeting in the Paulus-Akademie, Zurich, 21-27 May, the Commission said 
that the study - which is intended to serve as the starting point for 
action - is to concentrate on land rights in Australia and Latin America. 
It is to be reviewed by the WCC Central Committee at its Jamaica meeting 
in Januanye L979. 


The Commission also heard details about the development of the scheme to 
facilitate the migration of large numbers of white settlers from Southern 
Africa to different Latin American countries (one of these is Bolivia, 

whose government has given its enthusiastic backing to the idea). Reports 

to the Commission confirmed the arrival of Rhodesian white settlers in 

the north of Argentina, and the already widespread fear among Latin America's 
indigenous people about the danger of increased racism and possibie new forms 


OF SS ave lve. 


Developments in Southern Africa were high on the agenda. Possible new 
initiatives in support of racially oppressed groups in this area will be 
under investigation during the next few months and the staff was requested 
to report proposals to their Executive group meeting later this year. 


Other plans approved in outline include the holding of a series of workshops 
in different continents on racism in children's books. This will be done 

in recognition of the international Anti-Apartheid year and of the 1979 
International Year of the Child. The meetings will provide the opportunity 
to exchange information on racial bias in children's books; seek to establish 
criteria for assessing racial bias, and explore how more people in church 

and society could be involved in such a programme. This work is to be 
launched to coincide with the Frankfurt book fair in October. 


Another consultation is expected to be held in New Zealand in November on 
Race and Minorities. This will be jointly sponsored with the Christian 
Conference of Asia (CCA) and will seek to enlarge the network of knowledge 
and communication between member churches and action groups within the region 


In the shadow of the WCCs impending budget cuts the PCR Commissioners 
emphasized the need to look for new sources of income which, it felt, were 
not impossible. The Commission added that small further cuts could be made 
but that anything more would make the present programme no longer viable 
and would seriously affect both programme and staff. 


The meeting in Zurich gave opportunity for the commissioners to discuss 
varlous aspects of the programme with the leadership of the local churches 
as well as with action groups in Switzerland. ERS 


URC URGES SUPPORT FOR 
UNCTAD COMMON FUND 


London (EPS) - A resolution urging the British government to accept the 
Third World proposals concerning the UNCTAD Common Fund was approved 
recently by the Assembly of the United Reformed Church (URC) in the UK. 


we 


Under the chairmanship of the Rev. Lesslie Newbigin the Assembly debated 

a resolution put forward by the Church and Society Department of the URC 
and also approved an additional resolution which asked the British Council 
of Churches to press the UK government to accept the proposals and, in . 
addition, asked for World Council of Churches support in applying pressure F 
on "other dissenting Governments" to accept the proposals of the Third 

World countries for the Common Fund which would stabilise commodity prices. 


— 2 
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WCC DOCUMENT ISSUED ON 
CHILEAN HUNGER STRIKES 


Geneva (EPS) - "The World Council of Churches is fully supportive of 

the pastoral and prophetic roles of the churches, and particularly of 
the Roman Catholic Church in Chile, in their efforts to support the aims 
of the hunger strikers and mediate their demands in that country", says 
a document released today which will be circulated to member churches. 


The hunger strike action which began on 22 May in various churches in 
Santiago and Concepcién, Chile, as well as in the Santiago UNICEF and 
International Red Cross offices, by 58 women and nine men has since 
spread to include at least 200 persons - priests, youth leaders, and nuns - 
as well as relatives of those who have disappeared in that country since 
the 1973 coup brought General Pinochet to power. 


The aim of the simultaneous strikes - now in some 80 places around the world - 
revolves around the one question: "Where are our loved ones whose names and 
place of detention were promised to UN Secretary General Kurt Waldheim in 
19772" 


For eleven days now ten Chilean exiles, some of the family members of 
arrested-disappeared people in Chile, have been on a peaceful hunger strike 
in the main hall of the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. This action, taken on 
their own initiative, is in support of the original strike in Chile. Since 
the action began the house committee of the centre, which houses the World 
Council of Churches, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, the Lutheran 
World Federation and other church bodies, has granted all the necessary 
practical facilities to the hunger strikers, for obvious humanitarian 
reasons. 


The World Council of Churches makes it clear that it is not a sponsor of 
the strike although many of its staff have expressed personal solidarity 
with all the groups taking part. 


Since 1973 it is estimated that some 2000 people have disappeared following 
arrest. During all that time the churches in Chile have expressed, through 
concrete action and words, undeniable support and ministries to the 

thousands of Chilean men, women and children suffering from persecution and 
from the economic policies of the military regimes. The work of the 
"Committee for Cooperation for Peace in Chile (closed down by the government 
in 1975) and since then the Roman Catholic "Vicariate of Solidarity" have 
been supported morally, materially and financially by the churches worldwide, 
and ecumenically, through the World Council of Churches. 


During the early days of the strike WCC General Secretary Dr. Philip Potter 
sent a telegram to Cardinal Raul Silva Henriquez, of Santiago, assuring him 
of fraternal support in his approach to the authorities for clarification 

of the situation regarding the disappeared people. Dr. Potter also sent 
telegrams recently to the four WCC member churches in the country expressing 
"intercessory and moral support for their pastoral and prophetic ministries". 


Today's World Council document also states that in the light of the critical 
physical hardship being experienced by the relatives of the arrested- 
disappeared in Chile, and the very real anguish shared by thousands in Chile 
on the fate of their loved ones, the member churches of the WCC are being 


more 
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urged to express their spiritual, moral and fraternal support to the 
churches in Chile, as they continue to bring sustenance to and advocate 
for those who suffer there, based on the inalienable biblical affirmation 
of the right to life. x 

! EPS 


URGENT : STOP PRESS : STRIKE TERMINATED 


As we go to press we learn that the Permanent Committee of the Roman Catholic 
Episcopate in Chile has publicly declared that it has appointed Cardinal 

Raul Silva Henriquez and the President of the Permanent Committee, Bishop 
Francisco de Borja Valenzuela to maintain contact with the Chilean Minister 
of the Interior who stated that the Government will shortly clarify the 
circumstances of each of the disappeared persons. The Church also requested 
that, in the light of this development, and because of the serious physical 
condition of the strikers, the hunger strike be called off. 


Representatives of the strikers have accepted the Church's mediation and 
yesterday published a declaration agreeing to accept the appeal and to 
suspend the strikes from midday, 7 June (16.00 hs GMT). They also stated 
that for reasons of health they would stay in their places for up to two 
days under medical supervision. They also declared that their morale and 
commitment remained high. 


It is also stated that the Committee of the Families of disappeared persons 
will issue a fuller declaration at a later stage. 


As a consequence of these events the hunger strikers in the Ecumenical 
Centre, Geneva, terminated their action this morning, 8 June. 


EPS 


POTTER TO ADDRESS UN SPECIAL 
SESSION ON DISARMAMENT 


Geneva (EPS) - Dr. Philip Potter, General Secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, has been invited to address the UN General Assembly's Special 
Session on Disarmament currently taking place in New York. 


Dr. Potter will speak to the session on Monday, 12 June, in a day devoted 
especially to hear non-governmental organizations' views on the issues 
associated with disarmament. 


Dr. Potter will be explaining views expressed by the WCC on disarmament 
and his address will reflect the Christian Churches' long involvement in 
the disarmament question. 


After the 5th Assembly of the WCC at Nairobi in 1975 disarmament has 

received a high priority in the programmes of the Council. Two consultations 
have been recently held (November '77 and April '78) by the WCCs Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA), marking significant stages 
in the programme on militarism and the armaments race of the Programme 

Unit Justice and Service. 


It is as long ago as 1961 that the officers of the CCIA made an appeal to 
the United Nations to hold a special session of the General Assembly on 


disarmament. 
EPS 
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PACIFIC CHURCHES AGAIN URGE 
NUCLEAR FREE ZONE 


Baroko, Papua New Guinea (EPS) - The Pacific Conference of Churches' (PCC) 
stand on a Nuclear Free Pacific has been sent to the UN General Assembly 
Special Session on Disarmament. It states that it wants the Session " to give 
the highest priority to nuclear disarmament" and to strive to reach an 


effective solution to the substantive items on the agenda. The document 
specially notes: 


- adopting a declaration on disarmament; 
- adopting a programme of action on disarmament; 
- making more effective the role of the United Nations in disarmament ; 


instituting international machinery for negotiations on disarmament, 
including the convocation of a world disarmament conference. 


The PCC is a fellowship of twenty churches or national councils of churches 
embracing nearly all Pacific Islanders in Polynesia, the Christians of Mij1; 
New Hebrides, New Caledonia, Solomon Islands, many Christians in Micronesia, 


and it enjoys fraternal relations with Christian communities in Papua New 
Guinea. 


Since 1974, the PCC has condemned the continued use of the Pacific by foreign 


powers for nuclear wapons testing, (France and Russia are both mentioned) and 
has asked for the creation of a Nuclear Free Pacific. 


In their document to the Special Session the PCC expresses: "the voice of many 
Pacific peoples in their revulsion against the hated and feared nuclear elements 
introduced against their will into the region". 

EPS 


INTEGRATION OF FOREIGN LABOUR: 
A CHALLENGE TO THE EUROPEAN CHURCHES 


Brussels (EPS) - One of the priorities for the churches concerned with 
migrant workers remains the application of human rights, declared the 
general assembly of the Churches' Committee for Migrant Workers, whose 
meeting in Brussels ended recently. The Committee's secretary, 
Oberkirchenrat Jurgen Miscksch, protested against the one-sided trend 
in the policy of European countries vis-a-vis migration - a trend 
dictated by their own economic requirements. 


The Committee, composed of 15 Anglican, Orthodox and Protestant churches 
both of the native and host countries of the foreign workers, concluded 
that these workers are far from benefitting from the fundamental rights 
which the host countries provide for their own citizens: the right to 
vote, participation, and social security, for example. The churches 
should help to level out the differences between foreigners and nationals, 
see that foreign workers are better informed of their rights and 
possibilities in the host country, and help to make the local population 
understand that the definition "foreigner" given to workers from abroad 
is contrary to the Christian message of fraternity. In this context the 
Brussels meeting spoke of the dialogue between Christians and Muslims in 
Western Europe. 


The Committee also declared that, since the economic crisis, there has 
been a noticeable tendency on the part of the industrial countries of 
Western Europe to send foreign workers back home. This creates hostility 
towards the native population and in turn causes antipathy on their part 
towards the migrants. Mr. Miscksch accused the churches of not exercising 
greater influence on political decisions in favour of foreigners. 

EPS 
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GREAT SUCCESS FOR "'KIRCHENTAG" IN THE GDR 


Leipzig/Erfurt, GDR (EPS) - Two important Christian meetings were held 
in the German Democratic Republic (GDR) within a week, and met with 
great success. Approximately 75,000 people attended the "Kirchentag" 
in Leipzig and Erfurt. 


Upon his return from the "Kirchentag" assemblies, the Rev. Konrad Raiser, 
Deputy General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, who represented 
there the WCC, declared that these meetings "were very encouraging signs 
both for the Christians and the tasks the Churches living in a Socialist 
society fulfill". He added that the Christians of the GDR had "a message 
to share among themselves but also to communicate to their non-Christian 
neighbours and to the ecumenical movement". He added: "I was impressed 
by the great similarity of the questions raised and discussed, both in 
Erfurt and in Leipzig with those presently on the agenda of the ecumenical 
movement and of the WCC in particular". 


The eight big Protestant Churches of the GDR have been organising such 
Christian meetings for many years now. But at the closing meeting of the 
"Kirchentag" held in Leipzig on 28 May, organised by the Lutheran Church 
of Saxony with the participation of neighbouring sister churches, over 
50,000 people were present. This was the most important meeting ever 
organised by a Church in the GDR for almost 25 years. About half of the 
participants were under 30 years of age. 


The meeting was held on the site of the Leipzig Fair, which along with nine 
special trains, 150 buses and canteens were placed at the disposal of the 
participants by the civil authorities. A two day Congress of the Lutheran 
Church of Saxony preceded this. Some 4,200 participants, divided into 

200 workshops to discuss the theme: "Living means having an aim". After 
the 6 March meeting between churchleaders and the Head of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, it was not surprising that the focus of the 
discussions was on the co-existence between Christians and Marxists in a 
Socialist society. The speakers did not miss the opportunity of airing the 
subject in the presence of thousands of Christians. The Rev. Irene Koenig, 
from Dresden, declared that: "the hope enables us to collaborate with non- 
Christians, when it is a case of everybody's well-being and life, for in 
them we also see people who are loved by God". But she added: "Hope enables 
us also to freely express our opinion when someone attacks our faith". 


Some 25,000 people met at the closing festivities on 4 June, of the 
"Kirchentag", organised by the Protestant Churches of Thuringia and the 
Methodist Church. The Roman Catholic Church was very actively involved. 
This meeting, with the theme "It is a question of life", was also preceded 
by two days of discussion, involving 1,000 people. These discussions began 
with a statement by Bishop Werner Krusche, of Magdeburg. The area super- 
intendant, Rev. Heino Falche (Erfurt) underlined in his speech that: "in 
order to lead a more human life, we need more people who are prepared to 
take the responsibilities and the risks to clearly speak against injustice". 
"Men who bow before God and stand upright before their fellowmen", he added. 
He encouraged Christians to give a living evidence of their belief . "Non- 
Christians expect us to facilitate their task of believing in God: our life 
is the Bible they read". 

more 
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The Protestant Churches of Mecklenburg and Greifswald will also organise 
a "Kirchentag" from 16-18 June in Stralsund. The theme of this meeting 
will be "Searching for Life". A special feature of this meeting is that 
the Christians visiting Stralsund will be received by the families of the 
parishes of the city. This will enable them to hold discussions in small 
family and house groups. 

EPS 


NEW FRISIAN BIBLE 
NOW IN USE 


Leeuwarden, Holland (EPS) - A new translation of the Frisian Bible has 
been handed over to the churches of Friesland, it is only the second 
translation for a church which is more than 1200 years old. 


Frisian is spoken in the North of Holland by some 450.000 people living 
in the Province of Friesland and by some 50.000 more living in the rest 
of the Netherlands, the United States, Canada and Australia. 


Until recently the church of Friesland never had its own Bible. First 
Latin was the language of the church, and after the Reformation Dutch. 
For many centuries Frisian was merely spoken in the homes of the farmers. 


In 1933 the first New Testament was published and in 1943 the complete 


Bible. In the twenty years that followed the Netherlands Bible Society 
printed 40.000 copies. 


When in the sixties the Second Vatican Council allowed mass in the language 
of the people, the Roman Catholic Church of Friesland wanted to have its 
own Bible translation. It refused however the 1943 translation. Among 
Protestants also a longing grew for a new translation. 


At that time the Netherland Bible Society found that only 3.000 copies of 
the original translation were left. A reprint was needed or a completely 
new translation. It consulted the churches of Friesland and they decided 
to cooperate and make a completely new translation. 


In the Netherlands this is the first Bible translation made by the churches 
themselves. All other translations have been either made by the state, 
the Netherlands Bible Society, or individual persons. 


EPS 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH DENIES 
BANNING IMPORTATION OF BIBLES 


Geneva (EPS) - A Geneva spokesman of the Russian Orthodox Church has 
categorically denied that his Church requested the Soviet authorities 
to ban the importation of Bibles printed abroad, under the pretext that 
their text differs from the one canonically established by the Russian 
Orthodox Church. 


This story, which has been circulating in Western Europe now for some 
weeks, has been described by Bishop Makary d'Ouman as "pure invention, 
typical of the Western press". He added that "it was quite idiotic". 
According to published reports, the source of the story was the English 
language department of Radio Moscow; one of the commentators apparently 
announcedthat his enquiries at the Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church confirmed that, a few years ago, the Church had contacted 

the Soviet customs authorities and requested them to ban the importation 
of foreign Bibles. 


EPS 
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DISASTER AREA DEVELOPMENT 
MOVES INTO NEW STAGE 


Geneva (EPS) - For immediate aid in disaster situations there is generally 
a ready response, but longer-term development, involving stricken villagers 
in helping themselves to improve their living conditions, is more difficult 
to organize and gather. Major J.K. Michael, the director of CASA (Churches 
Auxiliary for Social Action) in India has, in the last six months, experienced 
both these situations. When the worst cyclone for a century hit Andhra 
Pradesh last November the Major did not hesitate to take out immediate bank 
loans in order to get emergency supplies to the many thousands of victims. 
He was confident that overseas friends would respond to such a disaster. 
His staff went about their work with skill and dedication and were an 
example to those organizations who arrived later on the scene. 


However, after the emergency comes the rebuilding for a long term and better 
future. For this stage of the programme Major Michael recently visited 
agencies and organizations in Europe and the United States to explain the 
philosophy behind the project. This is to involve everyone: beneficiaries, 
local church structures, social institutions, resource persons, and act as 

a catalytic agent in action towards development. 


The CASA programme will operate in 20 villages, each having a population of 
between 1,000 and 1,200 people. The villages are being chosen because of 
their remoteness from roads and because they are among those receiving the 
least help from government. 


The choice of village is also taking into account the communities" willingness 
to participate in the type of development planned. The villages involved 
have quite a strong Christian presence representing many denominations. 


A comprehensive rural development programme is envisaged in these villages 
involving building, agricultural development and home industry schemes. 

One of the aims is to ensure that in each village there is at least one 
building strong enough to withstand tidal waves and cyclones so that people 
can seek refuge in times of need. The one central building will be, in 
addition, a centre for teaching, for small industry operations, for craft, 
child health care and other social services. In addition two water wells 
will be sunk in each village. These will ensure that there is not too long 
a wait for each of the approximately 200 families in each village when they 
draw their water. 


That this programme will reach the poorest of the population is not doubted. 
A preliminary survey of the area shows that 70% of those affected by the 
cyclone were marginal and landless labourers. It is mainly among this group 
that the plan will be carried out. 


The scheme will be divided into three parts. The first of these - environmental 
development activities ~- will include afforestation work, water drainage, 
construction of earth link roads, building of small bridges and some new houses 
for the rural poor. In the immediate post-emergency stage CASA has built over 
13,000 houses. 


The second part of the plan covers the socio-economic and welfare activities, 
such as family life education, child welfare, nutrition and help for expectant 
and nursing mothers. The economic activities will, in the main, consist of 
money-making work, cattle projects, poultry and duck farms, basket, match and 


-(more) 
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candle-making, weaving, and developing the idea of cooperative work. 

In order to help other money-making activities a programme of training 
for carpenters, blacksmiths, tinsmiths, shoe-makers, tailors and 
electricians will also be set in motion. 


The third area is to develop leadership activities and Bt) Ue Lie eee 
important for the rapid growth of the community. It will also help to 
meet the objective of the project: to involve the available leadership and 
arouse the dormant leadership potentialities in the community to work tor 
and with the whole development programme. 


"we want to use the technique followed by Christ," said Major Michael, 


"demonstration, challenge, persuasion and involvement ." 
EPS 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH CELEBRATES 60th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE RESTORATION OF THE OFFICE OF PATRIARCH 


Moscow (EPS) - From 25 - 29 May, the Russian Orthodox Church celebrated, 
in great state, the sixtieth anniversary of the restoration of the office 
of the Patriarch of Moscow. 


In a lengthy speech of nearly three hours, the spiritual head of this Church, 
Patriarch Pimen, recounted for his 200 guests, the eventful and rich history 
of his Church, whose Patriarchate was suppressed by Peter the Great in 1/721 
and re-established in November 1917. 


The people's coming to power and the Decree of the Soviet government of 

23 January, 1918, on the separation of the Church from the State, brought 
about a radical change in our Church life, said Patriarch Pimen. He went 
on: ' Our Church, however, is known to have gone a difficult way to find 


her place in the new society" 


In addition to nearly all the Orthodox Churches, several Protestant Churches, 
the Catholic Church, the World Council of Churches, the Conference of 
European Churches and the All Africa Conference of Churches sent their 
delegates to these celebrations. The WCC was represented by the Rev. Alan 
Brash, Deputy General Secretary. 


Patriarch Pimen explained in detail that the Russian Orthodox Church was in 
favour of the unity of the Churches but also of peace, international détente, 
justice and the new international economic order as well as disarmament, 
particularly of the activities of the WCC in this field. The spiritual head 
of the Russian Orthodox Church considered the final act of the Helsinki 
conference as "the most important event of our time" and declared that 
"we have every reason to state that our Church is doing all possible to make 
the moral obligations endorsed by the Helsinki Conference the law of life" 

EPS 
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POTTER CALLS FOR EXTENDED UN ROLE ON 
DISARMAMENT , NEW ECONOMIC ORDER 


New York, (EPS) - The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches 
called, on Monday (12 June) for the strengthening of the role of the UN 

in the search for disarmament and for a new international economic order. 
He pledged continued support by the World Council and its 293 Orthodox and 
Protestant member churches in over 100 countries of the UN "in all its 
efforts to promote peace and justice in our troubled, tortured world". 


In a major address before the 10th Special Session of the UN General Assembly, 
called from 21 May to 28 June to deal with disarmament, Dr. Philip A. 

Potter deplored the way in which some member states "ignore and denigrate 

the work of the UN". He said the UN "is the most effective forum for 

enabling the nations to work for that international security which will 

ensure national security, for the rule of law through covenants freely 

entered into and maintained by mutually agreed peaceful methods". 


He challenged "'a distorted. concept of national security which is directed 

to encouraging fear and mistrust resulting in greater insecurity", and 
charges that the doctrine of national security "is used to justify military 
take-overs, the supression of civilian political institutions and the 
violation of human rights'’. Dr. Potter pointed out that the World Council 
has represented the churches' concern for disarmament through its Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) "to rouse the conscience of 
Christians to throw their weight with people of goodwill and governments in 
working for peace and justice". 


The World Council's chief executive said that more material and human 
resources are being concentrated on the production of armaments which 
has become "part of the national economic policy of the rich developed 
world", dictates "political and foreign policies" and that "weapons- 
producing national and transnational corporations haye exacerbated this 
trend’. He warned of a growing danger of nuclear proliferation and the 
development of "even more destructive conventional and nuclear weapons", 


"The churches cannot remain spectators and inactive" in the face of this 
"accelerated insecurity," but "are called to bring new perspectives to 
bear on the issues of militarism and the arms race", Dr. Potter told the 
disarmament conference. 


A global approach to disarmament is necessary, Dr. Potter declared. The 
issue of calling a halt to the arms race is "not a technical but a political 
and moral concern", It is closely linked to other "prevailing threats to 
human survival - poverty, hunger, racial, political and economic oppression, 
the suppression of human rights, the despoiling of the environment and the 
wanton wastage of the resources of the earth". 


° ° W ° ° ° e 
In his view "disarmament and the search for a new international economic 
order are inseparable efforts towards peace with justice". 


(more) 
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The resources of the Churches must be used to "dispel the ignorance, 
complacency and fear which prevails" because "political decisions can 
only be made when people are fully aware of the facts and are enabled 
to discern the options before them", Dr. Potter said. He saw this as 
a necessary function which non-governmental organizations can perform 
in which the Churches have a distinctive role to play "because they 
have the criterion of faith in the God of Hope whose purpose is that 
all should be responsible for each other in justice and peace". 

EPS 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND TO DISCUSS STATUS 
OF NUCLEAR FAMILY 


London (EPS) - Whether the number of marriages that break down today 

shows that society is placing impossible burdens on the nuclear family 

of husband, wife and children is a question that will be discussed by 

the General Synod of the Church of England, meeting 8 - 12 July. The 
question is raised by the Very Rev. Basil Moss, Provost of Birmingham 
Cathedral, and his wife Rachel, a magistrate, in a paper on "Humanity 

and Sexuality" which, it is emphasized, is not to be taken as representing 
the conclusions of either the Board for Social Responsibility or the Church 
of England as a whole but is merely a basis for discussions. Nevertheless, 
the debate on this issue is expected to have some bearing on another 

debate on sexual matters to be held at York - that on whether the Church 

of England should allow the remarriage in church of divorced persons. 


"The contemporary incidence of marriage breakdown is sometimes taken as 
indicative only of a pervasive and destructive sexual permissiveness ," 
write the Mosses. "Can it not also be interpreted as a sign that we expect 
marriage in the ‘nuclear form' in which it now exists in society to sustain 
impossible burdens?" 


In earlier times marriage had been set much more in a community context, 
but today the network of immediate relationship and interdependence had 
been reduced by the separation of home and work, the economic viability 
of small families, and general social mobility. 


"In such a setting the nuclear family is experienced by many as a prison," 
the Mosses say. "In another sense it can be seen as a psychological trap 
in which two adults at best collude with each other's exploitative 
attitudes, at worst are deformed by them, and either exercise a stifling 
control over their children, or little control at all. 


The Mosses then ask: "Whilst proclaiming the sanctity of family life, have 
we not overlooked the fact that the nuclear family has become, under a whole 
variety of social pressures, a mockery of the network of relationships 
within the Christian household of earlier centuries?" 


They conclude: "If the Church is to continue to commend life-long monogamy , 
it must insist on social conditions for marriage which make for health and 
not for sickness. It must be less prone than it has been in the past to 
see marriage as a negative way of ‘controlling’ human sexuality, and more 
concerned to set marriage within a wider network of creative and supportive 
relationships. 


"Tt must be more positively interested in alternative forms of commitment 
and community. It must look too to the possibilities within the local 
congregation for building up real community living." 

EPS 


No.17 = 15 June 1978 4 


METHODISTS CRITICIZE UK's 
BLACK CHURCHES 


London (EPS) - Britain's black churches have been sharply criticized 
for keeping themselves to themselves in the annual report of the 
Methodist Church's Overseas Division, due to be presented to the 
Methodist Conference meeting at Bradford at the end of this month. 

But the criticisms have been equally sharply rebutted by staff of an 
interdenominational project financed largely by the Methodist Church's 
Overseas Division and working to foster co-operation between black and 
. white Christians in London's East End, 


The Overseas Division's report warns against the tendency to romanticize 
black churches as "bastions against materialism and defenders of religion 
pure and undefiled". It admits that they came into being in reaction to 
white rejection. But it accuses "ghetto congregations" of "at the very 
least ... hoarding talents which ought to be diffused throughout the 
wider Christian Community" and "at worst ... denying the catholicity of 
the church", 


The report goes on to ask: "how would African and Indian Christians react 
to groups of white missionaries gathering themselves into holy huddles to 
perpetuate their ancestral faith in isolation from or even opposition to 
the representative Christian Churches of a country?" 


The report's criticisms arise out of its thesis that missionaries should 
today be defined as "Christians away from home" - including "the Christians 
resident among us who are part of those contentious immigration statistics". 
Missionaries overseas could thus include such uncongenial images as an oil 
company manager living in air-conditioned luxury in a poor country or an 
expatriate government official enjoying a much bigger salary than his local 
colleagues. 


But the report goes on to point out: "we only have the right to expand our 
perception of the missionary vocation to include all Christian nationals 
at work abroad provided we are willing to extend the courtesy to the many 
thousands of Christians from other cultures and nations who now live and 
work amongst us." 


General Secretary of the Methodist Church's Overseas Division is Dr. Colin 
M. Morris, who worked as a missionary in Zambia from 1956 to 1969 and in 
1965 was elected first President of the United Church of Zambia. In his 
view any monochrome congregation, whether white or black, in a multi-racial 
society is a denial of the Catholicity of the Christian Church. While it 
was easy to understand how the so-called black churches came into existence, 
"shetto churches are hardly likely to help in the struggle to prevent our 
society polarizing into ghetto communities," he said. 


In sharp reaction, staff of the Zebra project based at Bow Mission rejected 
the report's allegations about ghetto congregations, hoarding talents, and 
denying the catholicity of the church. "Even allowing that the context of 
the whole report is a discussion of mission strategies," they said, "we 
think that to criticize the black-led churches as separatists is ill- 


informed, mistimed and inept." 


Black churches in Britain are thought to have a committed membership of at 
least 250,000. Efforts are at present being made to bring them together 
under the aegis of the Afro-West Indian United Council of Churches. 

EPS 
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EQUALITY AIM IN NEW LUTHERAN 
CONDITIONS OF SERVICE 


Berlin (EPS) - A meeting of representatives of the Evangelical Church 
in Southern Africa (ELCSA), and Lutheran Churches and Missions related 
to work in South Africa held a consultation in Berlin on 29-31 May, to 
consider in particular the conditions of service for persons from 
Southern Africa and from Europe and the USA who are serving in ELCSA. 


The meeting realised that although the churches represented had made 
various statements about apartheid and discrimination they had themselves 
been sanctioning "inequalities and inadequacies" in their mutual relation- 
ship . This comment from the meeting will have particular effect in the 
area of salaries and allowances. The statement from the meeting goes on: 
"We commit ourselves to the principle that all persons serving in ELCSA 
should serve under ELCSA Conditions of Service and be paid according to 
ELCSA regulations. 


The new conditions, which among other things will equalize the payment 
of salaries to local and missionary staff, are being introduced to 
"strengthen the unity of the church and "enhance its witness in the 
Southern African situation". It is hoped that the new conditions will 
be implemented by June 1979. 


The statement asks for church support to implement the new conditions 
and appeals to those already serving to support the commitment "in a 
spirit of mutual collegiality". 

EPS 


PRESBYTERIANS REJECT RE-INTRODUCTION 
OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 


Belfast (EPS) - The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 

Ireland has re-affirmed the decision of the Assembly of 1956 that capital 
punishment should be abolished. The Assembly, meeting this week in 
Belfast, recognized that over the past year there has been a growing 
public debate in Northern Ireland on whether capital punishment should 

be re-introduced. The violence of recent years has led to public pressure 
for the return of the death penalty as adeterrent to terrorists. After 

a year of study on biblical, theological and practical aspects of the 
subject, the assembly rejected re-introduction. 


The church also reports that in spite of the troubles of the past 10 years 

there has been a continuing increase in membership and a substantial 

increase in the number of students for the ministry. The Rt. Rev. Dr. 

David Burke, who for the past 17 years has been a religious advisor on 

Ulster television, and is a minister in Bangor, was appointed as Moderator. 
EPS 
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ALSATIAN CHURCH CLAIMS RIGHT OF INFORMATION 
ON NUCLEAR QUESTIONS 


Strasbourg (EPS) - The ruling consistory of the Church of Augsburg 
Confession in Alsace and Lorraine (CACAL) met in Strasbourg 3-4 June, 

and requested "the citizens risnt. of information” in a unanimously 
accepted resolution concerning nuclear issues, "particularly when projects 
that might harm the citizens' daily life, as well as that of future 
generations" are being considered, 


The resolution was forwarded immediately by the Rev. André Appel, President 
of this Church, to regional authorities. Acting as "spokesman of the 
faithful of the Church" he requested that the "population be regularly 
informed of security measures" and expressed the hope that the "commission 
for regional control would carry out its work independently and efficiently". 


In order to avoid a "Concentration of nuclear stations in the Rhine and 

Mosel valley", the consistory requested the French authorities to cooperate 

on a permanent basis with the competent authorities of neighbouring countries, 
and before any decisions are made concerning new plants, the population of 

the regions affected are invited to "speak their mind regarding the choice 

of location and type of installation involved". 


Finally, in the same resolution, the CACAL requested that "all measures 
facilitating research into non-polluting energy sources must be taken" 
and asked the faithful of the Church" to participate in all actions that 
might help to control increasing energy consumption". 

EPS 


PHILIPPINE CHURCH CALLS FOR END 
TO ONE MAN RULE 


Manila (EPS) - The United Church of Christ in the Philippines 

at its recent assembly passed a resolution stating that it is 
"against the perpetuation of one man rule" in the country; that 

it is for "the immediate restoration of all the civil and political 
liberties of the citizens", and, thirdly, that it is for "the 
immediate dismantling of the machinery of Martial Law in the country" 


The church stated that it believed that it should make a "clear and 
forthright stand on the prevailing crucial issue" which confronts 
Philippine society. This relates to the suppression and curtailment 
of the civil and political liberties of the people under martial law. 


"It is in keeping with the democratic tradition of the Evangelical 
Churches in the Philippines that these civil and political liberties 
be restored and the machinery of Martial Law scuttled", said the 
resolution, 


The statement goes on to say that the system of one man rule or of 
"total concentration of power in one man is anathema" to the full 
growth and enrichment of a Christian community and oppressive to the 
challenges of a creative and responsible Christian discipleship. 


President Marcos has already said that normalization has already 
started and that he himself is committed to the dismant ling of the 
machinery .of Martial Law. 

EPS 
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FIRST VICTIMS OF THE "NATIONALISATION" 
OF THE METHODIST CHURCH IN TRANSKEI 


Capetown (EPS) - The Transkei Government's decision to "nationalise" 

the Methodist Church has produced its first victims. Methodist Minister 
Rev. Osborne Ngcatshe, who has refused to serve under the new conditions 
has been arrested; several ministers are boycotting the orders issued 
by the government; another minister has fled from Transkei's security 
police and five others have disappeared. It is not excluded that they 
too, have been arrested. 


The Transkei "Homeland", which obtained independence in 1976, but is 
only recognised by South Africa, outlawed the Methodist Church of South 
Africa on 28 May, and decided to form a Methodist Church of Transkei. 
A few months ago, the Chief Justice, sent a telegram to church authorities 
informing them that "the Prime Minister has decided that all meetings of 
the Methodist Church are to be reserved for the inhabitants of that 
country only. Foreigners who participate will be held responsible". 

EPS 


THE MIDDLE EAST COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
WIDENS ITS ACTIVITIES 


Beirut (EPS) - The fate of the migrant workers in the Persian Gulf, the 
uncertain situation of small Christian communities in this same part of 
the world and in Northern Africa, and the relationship with the Middle 
East Churches linked with Rome, were the main subjects raised during the 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the Middle East Council of Churches 
(MECC) held 5-9 June, in Beirut. 


The Committee noted that migrant workers formed nearly 80 per cent of the 
total population in some of the Gulf states, and that "the situation of 
these migrant workers is becoming increasingly problematic". According to 
the MECC "the mistreatment of domestic servants and semi-skilled labourers 
in Gulf states has become a scandal and a cause of great suffering". The 
MECC proposed to study these questions, to organise church leader visits to 
this part of the world and to help recruit priests, pastors and Christian 
educators for the various communities in need of Arabic-speaking Christian 
leadership. These people will live and work among the migrants who come 
mainly from "Palestine, Egypt, Syria and Lebanon". The MECC intends to 
strengthen relations between the Christian communities in Maghreb and to 
promote a spirit of fellowship and cooperation and an exchange of experience. 


The MECC also intends to participate more actively in human rights, justice 
and peace questions in the Middle East. Therefore, an advisory group will 
study the issues involved and propose an appropriate programme for the 
problems of minorities, democratic and religious liberties, peace in Lebanon 
and Cyprus, as well as Palestinian rights and peace in the Middle East. 


The MECC has requested its secretary-general, Mr. Gabriel Habib, to undertake 
negotiations for a possible admittance to the Middle East Council of Churches 
of the oriental and latin rites linked with Rome. 

EPS 
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AACC CONDEMNS INTERVENTION 
IN AFRICA 


Nairobi (EPS) - In a statement issued last week the All Africa Conference 
of Churches (AACC) condemned in the "strongest terms" external intervention 
in Africa which, it says is "aimed solely at the recolonization of the 
continent". 


Analysing the situation in Africa today the AACC "observes that the super- 
powers and their allies have taken advantage of the precarious internal 
socio-political situations in certain African nations and states in order 
to transfer their cold war rivalry to Africa and to turn the continent 
into a battle ground, all for the furtherance of their interests. They 
indicate that the conflicts in Zaire and the Horn of Africa illustrate 
what they mean. 


The AACC in their statement express the view that the character of the 
conflicts in Africa have changed qualitatively "to the extent that the 
independence and liberation of Africa" are in jeopardy. They view this 
crisis situation with "grave concern”. 


"What is at stake'', says the AACC, is not the survival of a particular 
regime but "the integrity and sovereignity of African nations" and the 
"liberation of Africa as a whole”. 


The statement continues: "the AACC is aware of the numerous socio-political 
problems affecting most African countries, which have led to disillusionment, 
frustration and misery among the masses of people, giving rise to legitimate 
demands for change. It is only by giving people an opportunity to exercise 
their God-given human rights and by mobilising the national resources for 

the social and economic advancement of all the people that a reasonable 
amount of peace stability and progress can come about. No amount of super- 
power military intervention will make this possible. 


The AACC also calls on the Organization of African Unity and all its member 
states to reject initiatives from any quarter outside of Africa to "protect" 
the continent - a move which would not only divide Africa but seriously 
threaten the survival of independent African states, says the statement. 


The African Church organization also calls on the OAU to take "appropriate 
‘measures to resist vigorously the transformation of Africa into a super 
power battle ground". 


The AACC, in addition, urges all African Governments to “adhere strictly to 
the charter of the OAU" and in particular "to those principles governing 
mutual respect for the independence and territorial integrity of the 
signatory states". 


EPS 


DEATH OF FORMER SUDAN 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES GENERAL SECRETARY 


Geneva (EPS) - The death has been reported, from Juba, Sudan, of Mr. Joseph 
Guelly who was, until last year, the general secretary of the Sudan Council 
of Churches. Mr. Guelly was killed in a car accident in Juba on 16 June. 


His period as General Secretary of the Council of Churches came about 
because of his secondment from the Foreign Ministry of the Sudan Government. 
He returned to government employment last year and was working as director 
of the liaison office between the Central and Regional government. 

EPS 
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MATERIAL AID RESOURCES 1977 
TOP US $ 38 MILLION 


eg as (EPS) - According to the latest figures released by the Material 
wh vl of the World Council of Churches Commission on Inter-Church 
1d Refugee and World Service (CICARWS), church agencies related to the 
aay have pai ede shipments of commodities valued at US $ 38.170.474 
o more than 120 countries, in 1977. This is i 
es é slightl 
$ 40.6 million in 1976. eae a rare os 


The Material Aid Office has coordinated many of these shipments for both 
emergency relief and long-term development programmes. The materials are 
normally consigned to and used by church-related bodies , except where 
cooperation has to be with governments or inter-sovernmental organizations 


Of the total amount, the Office handled approximately $ 4 million worth of 
purchases, or was otherwise directly involved or instrumental in the 
Procurement or. channelling of material resources Prominence, in terms of 
volume , was given to the milk powder contributions from breveiecpeen Commo 
Market , dairy products from the Swiss government and the purchase of 3 
equipment for development projects in Laos and Vietnam. 


Food supplies represented the largest percentage of any commodity (29 9 
per cent), closely followed by clothing and footwear (22,7 per cent) 


As in previous years , Asian countries recei 

ved the largest part, 37 per cent 
of all goods , valued at $ 14 262,144. Topping the list of recipients was 
India ($ 6 ,562 ,273) followed by Vietnam ($ 3,082,374) . Altogether, seven 
countries received over $ 1 million worth of material. 


From among the donor agencies, Chur i 
; ch World Service, USA, topped the list 
with material aid worth $ 12,483,147. Also noteworthy in the list of donors 


is the $ 342 023 piv ; ' a 
ee Welcs ? given by the German Democratic Republic's agency Brot fur 


All figures relate to the year 1977. 
EPS 


WORLD CONFERENCE ON UNEMPLOYMENT 
PROPOSED 


Suva, Fiji (EPS) - A world conference on unemployment should be called by 
the United Nations, says Dr. Alan Walker, director of World Evangelism for 
the World Methodist Council. He made his call at the beginning of a 
"mission to the nation" in Fiji, and before a crowd of 5,000. 


Dr. Walker said that "with 250 million jobless around the world, unemployment 
has become a supreme human and social problem". He went on: "unemployment 

is not being created by a temporary recession but rises from deeply based 
causes in world economic society. It is a personal tragedy for millions 
‘especially young people and is leading to crime, family breakdown and despair. 


"Some Western nations are trying to ease their own problems by pushing them 
on to neighbouring countries," went on Dr. Walker. ''Protective tariffs which 
create jobs in one country by throwing people out of work elsewhere are no 
solution, all suffer by the slowing down of world trade". Referring to his 
call for a world conference, Dr. Walker said that this would "establish facts 
and mobilize world opinion for action". He concluded: "A world conference 
would especially help Third World countries like Fiji where youth and adult 
unemployment is severe". 

EPS 
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WORLD YWCA GENERAL 
SECRETARY RETIRES 


Geneva (EPS) - Elizabeth Palmer, the General Secretary of the World 
Young Women's Christian Association (YWCA) is retiring on 1 July and, 
after 30 years in Geneva, is returning to her homeland, the United 
States of America. 


Miss Palmer began her long association with the YWCA in the Central 
Branch of the New York City Association (she is a native New Yorker) 
and in 1943 was appointed General Secretary of the Association in 
Manchester, England, where she stayed until the end of the war. 


In 1945, she joined the World Association with its headquarters in 
Geneva, first as Youth Secretary, and then (1948 to 1951) as Secretary 
for South East Asia. From 1951-1955, she carried special responsibility 
for finance and, following the World YWCA Council meeting in England in 
1955, she became General Secretary. 


Miss Palmer took part in the World YWCA Council meeting in Hangchow, 
China in 1947, the first Council meeting to be held outside Europe or 
the USA and particularly memorable because it brought together in 
Christian friendship women who had so recently been on opposite sides of 
the fighting in the world war. 


Miss Palmer's profound sense of justice has been given expression in the 
work and activities of the World YWCA. It was this which contributed to 

the work among young Industrial Girls in Beirut and which helped build 

up the present Programme of Cooperation for Development which unites 

YWCAs around the world in a network of sharing. She has worked assiduously 
to make the World YWCA a truly world movement , honestly reflecting all its 
associations. She herself always thinks and reacts in a global perspective, 
never limited by her own background, race or nationality, and never forgets 
that the voice of the smallest association must be heard as clearly as that 
of the largest. 


The new General Secretary of the World YWCA is Miss Erica Brodie who takes 
over the position on 1 July. Miss Brodie, a New Zealander, was formerly 
Executive Director of the YWCA of New Zealand, and has been part of the 
World YWCA staff for the past two years. 
EPS 


METHODISTS GAIN MORE MEMBERS BUT 
STILL RECORD LOWER FIGURES 


London (EPS) - The triennial statistics of membership of the Methodist 
church, released here last week, indicate that more people joined the 

church in the last 12 months than in any year since 1969 and the drop 

in membership was the lowest since 1967, 


Dr. Kenneth Greet, Secretary of the Methodist Conference, indicated that 
the figures showed a "recovery of confidence" and although there was no 
cause for complacency there was room for hope. He also expressed the 
thought that in recent times "a lot of nonsense" had been talked 
denigrating the institutional church but now people were "rediscovering" 
belief in the Church. 


The total membership of the Methodist Church in Great Britain now stands 
at 516,798 a net loss of 40,000 over the three years. The Community Roll, 
which lists adherents of the Church who are not members now numbers 1,370,515, 
some 58,000 fewer than in 1974, 

EPS 
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VASKEN I, OF ARMENIA VISITS 
WCC HEADQUARTERS 


Geneva (EPS) - With an urgent appeal to the Churches "to unite under 

the auspices of the World Council of Churches", the spiritual head of 
some seven million Armenians marked his official visit to the wcCc, 

20-21 June. The spirit of intolerance, old claims challenging the 
orthodoxy of this or that church as well as proselytism must be 

replaced "by an understanding and a better appreciation of other churches" 
said the Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All the Armenians, Vasken I. 
According to him "ecumenical relations must aim for a common mission of 
the Churches in the world and not one against the other" and, he added, 
"no Church on its own, can claim the Privilege of holding "the keys of 
Paradise", | 


Congratulating General Secretary, Dr. Philip Potter, for the direction he 
gives to the WCC to carry also "the witness of the gospel to the deprived 
areas of our world, in a courageous solidarity with those who struggle for 
justice and liberty, the end of oppression, violence, torture and war’ 

the Armenian spiritual head recalled that his church shared the vision 
that "the ecumenical movement must be closely bound to the problems that 
affect society" and that Christians must contribute "to the building of 

a more just, free, peaceful and humane world", He invited the Churches 

to unite for peace and against the armaments race, the politics of 
subjection and the repressive forces, which subjugate national minorities. 
He further affirmed that it was possible "to look for common areas to 
establish cooperation between the positions of Christian faith and socialist 
thought based on love for the neighbour through respect for human rights". 


Welcoming Catholicos Vasken, Dr. Philip Potter highlighted the loyalty to 

the Christian faith which has characterized the Armenian people for nearly 
two-thousand years and which constitutes "an inexhaustible inspiration for 
all Christians". Potter hoped that this visit would help to intensify the 
Participation of the Armenian church in the activities of the WCC in order 
to promote "the visible unity in one faith and in one eucharistic fellowship, 
through worship and a common life in Christ", 


Catholicos Vasken, who visited the WCC for the first time in 1967, was 
accompanied by about a dozen dignitaries of his Church. The delegation 
held a working session with various WCC staff members who explained the 
WCCs present programme. The Catholicos assured the WCC of his entire 
support and of his help in increasing the Armenian Church's participation 
in the work of the Ecumenical movement. 


During a Press Conference, the Catholicos recalled that of the seven million 
Armenian faithful some four million live in the USSR, principally in Armenia, 
Two million are resident in the Middle East, in Europe and in North America, 
with 600,000 in the USA. He also noted that in Armenia atheistic propaganda 
does not, in general, touch the masses and that over 60 per cent of Armenians 
practised their faith. He added: "we have problems to open new churches in 
the capital Erivan", although recently the authorities have authorized the 
opening of one church in this city. Up to now, for a population of 900,000 
there has been only three places of worship. On the other hand two editions 
of 10,000 copies each of the New Testament in Armenian have been rapidly sold. 
"We have an urgent need for a third edition" said the Catholicos. During the 
WCC visit Catholicos Vasken invited Dr. Potter to visit Armenia. This is 
expected to take place later this year. 

EPS 
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"SOLIDARITY IS AT STAKE" 
WCC continues to receive reactions to background paper on South Africa 


Geneva, (EPS) - "We shall not leave our brothers and sisters in South 
Africa in doubt about our solidarity with them" affirms a letter from the 
Federation of Protestant Churches in the German Democratic Republic 
received here at the end of May. This letter is the latest in a series 

of reactions to the background document "South Africa - What Price now?" 
issued in December 1977 by the staff of the World Council's Programme to 
Combat Racism. Termed a "first reaction", the letter from the GDR churches 
focusses attention on a number of issues raised in the background document. 
"It will be disastrous if assistance to the victims of oppression is made 
illegal, including the succour given by the churches in obedience to the 
gospel" the letter states with reference to three bills introduced recently 
into South African legislation to control the activities of social workers 
and the collection of funds. The letter promises further study and 
theological reflection on a "just struggle" in the South African situation 
and acknowledges that it is precisely in the context of such reflection 
"that the question of concrete action and support in the present situation 
arises". 


The letter from the GDR is one of two responses coming directly from WCC 
member churches. The second is officially from the Council of Protestant 
Churches in the Federal Republic of Germany. 


Numerous other reactions, mainly from West Germany and the Netherlands, 
also agree with the background paper's factual summary of the South African 
situation and concentrate the discussion on the paragraph concerning 

"A Just Struggle" and the use of violence in opposition to the present 
government. In this the background paper had pleaded for "far more 
precision in saying what we mean by a just rebellion" and had stated that 
the continuing lack of such precision can be no excuse for the failure to 
support the struggle of black South Africans now. 


Speaking specifically to this issue, Dr. 0. Jager, professor at the 
Theological Academy of Kampen, Netherlands, in a systematic and detailed 
analysis of the discussion quotes the 1966 Geneva Church and Society 
Conference "that the recommendation of non-violence and the warning against 
violent revolution can also become an ideological means - means whereby one 
disarms those who grasp for such an extreme solution". He asserts that 

"an ivory tower theology rejecting violent revolutions is as dangerous as 
the opposite”. 


The International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR) , a pacifist 
organization with headquarters in Holland, issued an extensive reply to 
the document. IFOR argues "that counter violence from the South African 
black majority and its allies, is, in a profoundly human sense, quite 
'justified'". The paper then goes on to say: "One cannot help but 
sympathize with those whom violence has driven to violence - but do such 


sympathies require religious endorsement of civil war?" The paper recommends 


that the WCC "find ways to offer its solidarity in ways which affirm the right 


of human beings to live, as it has in fact long been doing so far as its 
resources allowed''. The IFOR document also draws attention to the possible 


use of voilence on a massive scale by the South African armed forces against 
the black population. It reminds the WCC of the "possibilities for slaughter' 


fartcvail 
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in the hands of the South African government, including "saturation bombing, 
with napalm, of Soweto, or the use of nuclear weapons against any African 
frontline state that attempts to intervene". 


Also addressing the issue of violence as a means of asserting governmental 
power Dr. Wolfgang Schweitzer, professor of systematic theology at the 
Theological Seminary at Bethel in the Federal Republic of Germany, calls 
for a new phase of reflection on the "justification and limits of the use 
of violence by Governments" which in today's nation states claim a monopoly 
in the exercise of armed force. "Does the state protect all people justly 
and equally - or is the state itself partial?" he asks. According to 
Schweitzer it is only in the context of this question that discussions 
around the terms "revolution" or "just rebellion" can be properly placed. 


Discussions in Wes t-Germany were both stimulated and polarized by a letter 
from the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) to the Officers 
of the WCC in which the EKD queries the authority of the WCC's background 
paper, critizises its "inconsiderate distribution" and dissociates itself 
from the document. 


The EKD letter was widely criticized by many church groups and individuals 
for failing to acknowledge the "need for solidarity", as one of the open 
letters to the EKD puts it. Challenging the Council of the West-German 
Churches with eight counter-questions this open letter was signed by some 
400 individual Christians, ministers, members of the federal church synod, 
professors of theology and action groups. 


Other reactions came from more than 15 groups and organizations in the FRG. 
Theology students and assistant pastors in the Church of Rhineland made their 
response by pledging a 5,000 DM contribution to the special fund of the WCC's 
Programme to Combat Racism. 


Meanwhile the chairman of the EKD council announced that after its initial 
reaction the council will contribute a position paper to the discussions to 
be ready in the near future. 

EPS 


"THE VOICE" BANNED IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 


Johannesburg (EPS) - The South African independent ecumenical newspaper 
"The Voice", written by and for blacks, was indefinitely banned last week 
by the government's publications control board as an "undesirable 
publication". 


In a response to this action the Nairobi based All African Conference of 
Churches (AACC) said that it is "yet another indication of the South 
African racists' determination to remain callously insensitive to the cry 
of the oppressed masses for justice in their own country". 


The South African Council of Churches (SACC) , the organization that 
played a large role in launching the paper, said that "The Voice" had 
been faithful to the highest principles of journalism and to "the demands 
of Christian truth". 


The SACC statement also noted that many white churches had recommended 
reading the paper as conveying "genuine responsible black opinion", 

It went on: "the failure of those in power to hear does not mean that 
blacks will cease to speak". 


The AACC statement, calling the paper "the voice of the voiceless", also 
asks the South African government to release those staff members of 


"The Voice" who are held in detention. 
EPS 
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HUNGER STRIKERS IN ECUMENICAL CENTRE 


(2136) For 11 days in May/June ten Chilean exiles staged a hunger 
strike in the main hall of the Ecumenical Centre, Geneva. They 

were striking in sympathy with similar protests in Chile in an 

attempt to extract from the government the whereabouts of 2000 people 
who have disappeared since the 1973 coup. The familiar frontage of the 
Centre displays the signs erected by the strikers. (Story: EPS, 8 June 


(2137) The strikers break their fat in the Ecumenical Centre canteen 
on 7 June, 


(2138) The principle centres of torture and repression in Chile 
identified on the map. 


Principaux (2139) The strike is over but Chile has not yet released any names. 


centres de P 
csinnta (2140) A check on the health of the strikers was made each day. 
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ENTRE 


e supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of all 
menians, His Holiness Vasken I paid an 

ficial visit to the World Council of Churches 
21 June 1978. It was the first visit for 
years of the spiritual head of nearly seven 
llion Armenians. The Armenian Apostolic 

rch has been a member of the WCC since 1962. 


41) A service was held with His Holiness 
sken, in the Chapel of the Ecumenical Centre, \ 
sre he was seated next to WCC General Secretary, | Ne 
Philip Potter, : 
» 


2) A delegation of dignitaries of the Apostolic Armenian 
ch was also present. 
3) Catholicos Vasken 1st thanking Dr. Philip Potter for 
leadership of the WCC. 
4) Welcoming the Catholicos at Geneva airport, Dr. Potter 
Mr. Robert Vieux, Chief of Protocol of Geneva. 
5) Mgr. Yeghiché Derderian, Patriarch of Jerusalem, 
ring the paintings illustrating the new translation of 
Armenian Bible, of which he is the author and of which 
00 copies are to be printed, Photos WCC 
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Photos are available from the World Council of Churches, Film and Visual Arts Department, 


photo oikoumene P.O.B. 66, 1211 Geneva, at the cost of Sw Fr. 20.—, or equivalent in your currency. 
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CICARWS COMMISSION MEETING 
TO BE HELD IN STRASBOURG 


Geneva (EPS) - The Commission on Inter-Church Aid Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches (WCC) will be holding its annual 
meeting at Strasbourg (24-28 July) to review the work and discuss plans for 
the future. CICARWS each year channels money and materials for programmes 
of human welfare and development in more than 80 countries in response to 
the needs indicated by local churches. 


The theme of the meeting is "Does Service Unite?". This will mean reflection 
on the impact of the service programmes of the churches on the search for 
unity. Discussion will cover such subjects as sharing in suffering, 
personnel, finances and the churches common responsibility for mission and 
sharing in the liturgical life of the church. 


The extent of the world-wide work of CICARWS will be captured in the area 
reports. In Asia, for example, some 200 projects are currently being handled 
to the value of US $ 2.6 million. Or in Europe, an area associated more with 
giving than receiving, where there is an increasing number of inter- 
denominational projects and country programmes. And in Africa where a 
multiplicity of conflicts continue to increase the demands on the churches 
for humanitarian programmes. 


The special situation in the Middle East - one of the most explosive areas 
of the world today - shows that in the whole range of development programmes, 
there is emphasis on renewing the life of Christian communities. 


The latest study on ecumenical sharing of resources and personnel will also 

be presented to the Commission. This asks, among other things, the question 
what part should the WCC play in volunteer placement and how can the voluntary 
use of skilled workers be best used? 


During 1977 church agencies related to the WCC reported shipments of 
commodities worth more than US $ 38 million to more than 120 countries the 
CICARWS Material Aid Office reports. This report will also be on the agenda 
at Strasbourg. Of this total the Material Aid Office handled approximately 

$ 4 million worth of purchases, or was otherwise directly involved or 
instrumental in the procurement or channelling of material resources. This 
office has also, during the past year, attempted to bring more into prominence 
new patterns of supply purchasing. This implies that more emphasis is being 
placed on obtaining goods in developing countries as a concrete way of dealing 
with questions of trade, self-reliance and unemployment. 


Three areas of the world receive particular support from CICARWS and the 

future of these programmes will be discussed. They are the work in Indochina, 
the Sahel, and Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde. Indochina has been a concern 

of the Council since 1954 and between 1972-77 a special programme of assistance 
has been handled by the Fund for Reconciliation and Reconstruction in Indochina 
(FRRI) of the Justice and Service Unit of the WCC. 


The second area is Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde, two small West-African 
countries recently freed from Portuguese colonial rule, where, because of the 
absence of organized church life, aid is channelled directly to government 
projects and where the first phase of involvement is also at an end. 


Thirdly, the Sahel, where a five-year plan is ending and a further extension 
of both time and money is recommended in order to combat yet another period 
of drought in the region. 


(more) 
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One of the ongoing areas of work which, within the whole programme of 
the WCC, is receiving increasing interest is that for refugees. The 
Refugee Office of CICARWS reports hundreds of thousands of new refugees 
in the past year especially in Africa, Asia and the Middle East. The 
figure given in the report of 13,000,000 refugees from 43 countries 
indicates the size of the tragedy. In 1977 the Office supported varied 


projects and programmes carried out by churches and ecumenical agencies in 
49 countries. 


The Commission of CICARWS consists of 26 people representing many churches 
and all continents. The Moderator is Dr. Albert van den Heuvel, General 
Secretary of the Netherlands Reformed Church. 

EPS 


CONCERN FOR DETAINED HUNGER 
STRIKERS IN PARAGUAY 


Washington, DC (EPS) - Sixteen political prisoners, three of whom have been held 
without trial for 14 years, are on hunger strike in Paraguay to press their 
demands for release or trial and for information on the whereabouts of "disap- 
peared prisoners" reports ''Paraguay Watch", a news bulletin published here in 
Washington. 


Among organizations expressing concern about the welfare of the hunger strikers 
is the Interchurch Committee for Emergency Aid. The Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Asuncion, Monsignor Ismael Rolon, is acting as a mediator, at the request of 
the strikers. He has agreed to do everything possible to see that requests are 
satisfied. With the agreement of the authorities he has spoken with the strikers 
and has received the following requests from the detainees: to fix a near date 
for the release of those detained; to get concrete information about those who 
have disappeared; to return three of the strikers to the Emboscada prison from 
the Central Police Station where "custody is much more abusive''; to allow com- 
munication with families (at the moment they are held incommunicado); and to 
ensure that no prisoners are transferred away from Emboscada and that any 
measures conceming the prisoners be taken in that prison. 


The sixteen prisoners on hunger strike are among some 70 prisoners remaining in 
the political detention centre near Emboscada, 35 kilometres from Asuncion. The 
number has been reduced from over 600 in September 1976, as international pres- 
sures and personal intercession from well-placed friends led to many releases; 
the remaining prisoners are mostly peasant farmers and workers who have no-one 
to intercede for them personally. Relatives report that their hopes for an 
early release are rapidly fading, and long delays and judicial irregularities 

in recent court cases have also discouraged their hopes for fair trials. 


The prisoners are particularly concemed about a number of former political 
detainees who disappeared from the Department of Investigations headquarters 

of the Paraguayan secret police, in September 1976, when most political prisoners 
were transferred to Emboscada, and about others whom the government denies ever 
having arrested. 


At the same time as the hunger strike the families of all those detained have 
written a letter to present to the President of the Republic, Alfredo Stroessner, 
making the same requests as the strikers themselves: freedom and information 
about the disappeared persons. 

EPS 
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METHODISTS ENDORSE 
UNITY PROPOSALS 


Bradford (EPS) - British Methodists are prepared to enter into a new covenant 
as a major step towards the creation of a new and united English Church, as long 
as the Church of England makes a similar commitment. This was the decision of 
the Methodist Conference, meeting at Bradford, Yorkshire, last week (26 June). 


The Conference agreed that as the proposed covenant involved Free Churches taking 
some form of episcopacy into their system, it would only make sense if an epis- 
copal church was involved in the continuing negotiations. 


This means that the future|of current talks about reuniting the English Churches 
now rests firmly with the Church of England. If the next Anglican General Synod, 
which meets 8-12 July, ‘declines to go ahead, the latest round of unity talks 
will come to a virtual halt. 


The proposal for a covenant is embodied in 10 propositions which have been drawn 
up by the Churches' Unity Commission. This is an official ecumenical body, 
appointed by the mainstream Churches to seek ways to unity. 


Three of the Commission's eight members - the Roman Catholic and Baptist Churches 
and the Congregational Federation - have said they are unable to covenant. 


Of the rest, the United Reformed Church and now the Methodists have given quali- 
fied approval, while the Moravian Church and the Churches of Christ are also 
expected to go ahead. 


Officially, the Church of England General Synod is being recommended to accept 
the 10 propositions as a way forward, given certain assurances. Voting in 
diocesan synods showed 40 synods in favour and only three against. 


At the Methodist Conference, the Rev. Dr Kenneth Greet, secretary of the Con- 
ference and one of the architects of the propositions, said the ecumenical 
movement was primarily about change. Nothing that the Holy Spirit had done in 
England had more affected the life of the Church than the movement towards unity. 


He believed action now could release energies and hopes that would revitalise 
the Churches as they moved closer together in life and mission. 


The Conference agreed, but only after some delegates had expressed concern about 
how Methodism would absorb bishops into its system, and had warned of a new mood 
among ordinary members over unity. The claimed there was fear and mistrust 
rather than paralysis in the lower ranks of the church. Ordinary members did 
not want another big unity plan imposed on them from above. 


Conference also approved a controversial report by its overseas division that 
black churches in England were as unacceptable as white, and that black Chris- 
tians denied the catholicity of their faith if they shut themselves away. 


But this criticism of the alleged isolationism of the black-led Churches was 
tempered when the Rev. Dr Colin Morris, author of the report and a past-President 
of the Conference, withdrew all reference to them being "ghetto congregations". 
He said he had no intention to cause offence and certainly was not making an 
attack. 


(more) 
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"I want to say in candour," Dr Morris told the Conference, "that we cannot fight 
against black housing estates in Britain, black work forces, black schools, but 
endorse black churches. In candour, we cannot say we abhor separate development 
in Johannesburg but we endorse it in London. We cannot say that white churches 
are defective in catholicity, as undoubtedly they are, but say black churches 
are immune from responsible charitable Christian comment." 

EPS 


EDCS HOLDS SECOND 
AGM IN GENEVA 


Geneva (EPS) - The second Annual General Meeting of the Ecumenical Development 
Cooperative Society (EDCS) |took place in Geneva last week. The EDCS is the so- 
called church world bank which this year began to make its first low-interest 
long-term loans for development projects leading to self-reliance, social jus- 
tice, and peoples' participation in development. 


Begun as a World Council of Churches project the EDCS now works independently 
of the WCC and is headquartered in the Netherlands. 


At this second AGM the number of voting members was 97, almost 30 of whom were 
present. Outstanding among the new members elected this year is the Lutheran 
World Ministries, a US based cooperative organization for overseas concerns of 
the Lutheran member churches. Dr George Schultz, Executive Secretary of the 
Board of Trustees of the American Lutheran Church, represented the inter- 
Lutheran organization at the meeting and handed over a cheque for US$250,000 
with which to purchase shares in the EDCS. 


/ 


Lutheran World Ministries serves the American Lutheran Church, the Lutheran 
Church in America, and the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, and is 
the USA National Committee for the Lutheran World Federation. The purchase of 
EDCS shares is the first time that LWM funds have been used for support of such 
an ecumenical venture. 


LWM General Secretary Paul Wee, commenting on the investment called attention 
to the unique nature of the EDCS by noting that it "does not allow power to be 
concentrated in the hands of the large donors since all members - no matter how 
many shares they hold - have an equal vote". 


"By allowing decision-making power to be shared equitably by all members", he 
said, "the EDCS shatters the common capitalist stereotype which assumes that 
control of property should be in the hands of the few." 


The share capital of the EDCS now stands at US$1,750,000 plus an additional 
US$425,000 grant capital for administrative purposes. 


The first loan was given on 29 May - an amount of US$100,000 - to the "Ecuadorian 
Fund for the Progress of People". This is an agricultural and cultural programme 
for Indian campesinos in Ecuador. 


A larger loan - US$200,000 - is expected to go shortly to a project in India to 
enable the lowest grade workers at a Christian hospital to build their own homes. 


One feature of the EDCS operation is the active participation of third-world 
countries. This has been brought about by the novel idea of a church in the 
Federal Republic of Germany, the Landerskirche of Hessen-Nassau, who have placed 
DM100,000 at the disposal of third-world churches to enable them to buy shares 
in their own name and thus become members of the EDCS. 

EPS 
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MIGRANT WORKERS RECEIVE 
INTERNATIONAL AID 


Geneva (EPS) - The Migration Secretariat of the World Council of Churches in 
collaboration with the UK organization Christians Against Racism and Fascism has 
given £250 sterling to the fund to assist strikers at the Gamers’ Steak Houses, 
London. 


Garners is a chain of some twenty central London restaurants whose success has 
relied on fast turnover of customers and on a work force of almost exclusively 
immigrant workers who work long hours with little pay. According to the chair- 
man of the strike committee, Habib Rahman, a waiter earned £28 for a 55 hour 
week from which he had to pay for his own uniform and its cleaning. 


Following a demonstration outside the office of the owner on 26 January, 84 
staff received dismissal notices thus provoking the present strike. | 


The catering indust ry has a high proportion of migrant workers, trade union orga- 
nization is difficult, and workers are exploited. The Transport and General 
Workers Union (TGWU) has been creative in attempts to involve migrant workers 

and has secured 80 per cent of Garners' staff as members. A request to the owner 
that the union be recognized was turned down. The strike has the official back- 
ing of the Trades Union Congress and the TGWU. 


According to Habib Rahman: "It is not only our own dignity and livelihood which 
are at stake. Our industry relies on slave labour which is kept enslaved by 
lack of trade union organization and the work permit system. If we lose, these 
conditions will persist for many years, and if we win it will give a great boost 
to trade unionism in this industry and to the fight against slave Labour. ' 


The Bee's Migration Secretariat is responding to its 5th Assembly appeal for 
the "churches to defend and promote the rights of migrant workers", and its 
Central Committee approval of "developing subnet eae work and close collaboration 
with migrant groups in their struggle POreiaustice « 

EPS 


POTTER ADDRESSES ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
OF BRETHREN guise IN INDIANAPOLIS 


Indianapolis ties - Dr Philip A. phecert ee secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, told the annual Church of the Brethren Conference that "to face the 
challenge of today is to take up the cross" (24 June). . 


Bringing the greetings of 293 churches worldwide to the annual gathering of one 
of America's historic "peace" churches, Dr Potter raised several contemporary 
issues. "Since World War IL, 137 wars have been fought in the poor countries 
of the world with the big countries supplying the arms and playing the power," 
he said. 


The chief executive of the World Council noted that in order to cope with "today", 
many people try to run away and return to the past, "yesterday". He said "there 
are those who try to escape today by cushioning themselves. There are those who 
try to run away from life in various forms of self-indulgence. And there are 
others who are looking for security." Jesus is that security, Dr Potter empha- 
sized and added that it is the spirit of the Lord that is upon us. He defined 
the word ecumenical as "the whole world" and "the world's peoples. Everything 
belongs to the Lord and must be redeemed and fulfilled in the Lord," he said. 
"The challenge today is to include all things and all persons in God's presence. ' 
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ALAN BRASH RETIRES AFTER A "LIFETIME 
IN THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT" 


Geneva (EPS) - "Let me affirm with all the conviction I can command and after 
a lifetime of involvement that the World Council of Churches is created by the 
action of God and ‘continues because in some measure it fulfils His purpose. I 
believe that if it ceased to exist He would create it again." With these words 
addressed to the staff of the WCC last week the Rev. Alan A. Brash ended his 
stay as Deputy General Secretary of the organization, to enter into retirement. 


Dr Brash has spent some 33 years of "official employment" in the ecumenical move- 
ment, more than eight of which have been with the World Council. 


Born in Wellington, New Zealand, Alan Brash, after studying in Dunedin, NZ, and 
Edinburgh, Scotland, spent 12 years as a parish minister in the Presbyterian 
Church of New Zealand before becoming general secretary of the New Zealand Coun- 
cil of Churches from 1947-52 and again 1956-64. During the latter term at the 
NZCC he was simultaneously acting as inter-church aid secretary for the East 
Asia Christian Conference, a regional ecumenical conference of Protestant, Ang- 
lican and Orthodox churches. In 1964 he moved to Singapore to serve the EACC 
full time. 


Between 1957 and 1965 Alan Brash travelled more than a million miles throughout 
Asia. He was awarded an OBE in 1962 in recognition of liaison work between 
Asian countries and New Zealand, being commended by New Zealand's Prime Minister 
for having "changed the image of Asia in New Zealand". 


In 1965 Alan Brash became interim Asia Secretary for the WCC in Geneva and a 
year later took over the administration of the WCC's Division of World Mission 
and Evangelism. 


In 1968 Dr Brash was appointed as Director of Christian Aid, the relief and 
development agency of the British Council of Churches. He served from April 
1970 to December 1973 as director of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service (CICARWS) of the WCC and, at the time of his appointment as 
Deputy General Secretary, was staff chairman of the WCC's Programme Unit on 
Justice and Service. 


In 1971 he received an honorary doctorate from Knox College, Toronto, Canada. 


Dr Brash has already been appointed as Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in 
New Zealand and will take up this position for 12 months at the end of this 
year. 

EPS 
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ROYAL MARRIAGE HIGHLIGHTS 
DOCTRINAL DIFFERENCES 


London (EPS) - The Roman Catholic. Archbishop of Glasgow, Dr Thomas Winning, has 
in effect publicly rebuked Prince Charles, heir to the British throne, for. re- 
marks he made at the International Congress of The Salvation Army in London on 
Friday, 30 June, and which, have been universally interpreted as a criticism: of 
the Catholic Church for its refusal to Baroness Marie-Christine von Reibnitz a 
dispensation for her marriage. to Prince Michael of Kent, Prince Charles' cousin. 


"When people are uncertain about what. is right and what is wrong," Prince.. : 
Charles told the Salvation Army congress, "and anxious about being. considered 
old-fashioned and out of date, it seems to be worse than folly that Christians 
should still argue and bicker over doctrinal matters. which only serve to bring 
needless unhappiness and distress to a considerable number of people." 


"Surely what we should be worried about now is whether people are going to be- 
come atheists, whether they are going to. be given an idea of-what.is right and 
wrong, whether they are going to be given an awareness of the things of the 
spirit and of the meaning and infinite beauty. of nature. These are the things 
which matter, and these are the things. for which Christians ought to join to- 
gether with determination. and, understanding.' . 


Archbishop Winning began his comment by pointing out that Prince Charles's 
statements presumably referred to the Pope's refusal to grant a dispensation. 
"His remarks will cause annoyance and anger to millions of the Queen's loyal 
subjects who care deeply about truth, doctrine and principle, and who also care 
deeply about relationships with fellow Christians in other churches," said the 
Archbishop. 


"Perhaps he might care to enlarge his remarks to cover other aspects of this 
case such as the law of the land which prohibits Roman Catholics from becoming 
the Monarch." 


"We all want to see relationships between the Christian Churches further. im- 
prove, but it will not be achieved by. papering over the cracks and pretending 
that major differences of belief and practice do not exist." 


Asked in an interview on BBC radio why he had made this comment, Archbishop 
Winning replied: "I said it because I felt the Prince was advocating a woolly 
type of Christianity which is very prevalent these days, preferring it. to 
another type of Christianity which seems to have clear-cut ideas about what it 
teaches and what it believes, and I thought and I still think it is the duty 
of a church leader to reply.to such an attack on traditional Christianity." 


In the Archbishop's. view the fact that a lot of people did not know the differ- 
ence between right and wrong was. to a great extent due to the failure of churches 
to teach clearly what is right and what is wrong. ''And the way I see it at, the 
moment (is) that the Catholic Church takes a very definite stand on many of 
these issues, including mixed marriages, and of course she's pilloried for it 
because she says clearly what she believes," he said. ''And the woolliness else~ 
where only makes her the victim of public opinion." 


The Archbishop described the fact that the law of succession was allowed to 
remain on the statute book in an age when they were all campaigning for equal 


rights and justice and so on as "a terrible slight on Catholics" 


(more) 
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Interviewed on the same programme the Anglican Bishop of Worcester (and former 
Dean of Windsor), the Rt Rev Robert Woods, said Prince Charles was in effect 
representing the views of hundreds of laymen of many churches and of those out- 
side the churches. "I think he was stating what millions of people must feel 
at the moment, and that is the desirability of a common belief and a common 
practice of the churches in this day of uncertainty in so many other respects," 
the Bishop said. 


He felt that all of them in the churches were at this stage to blame, with the 
credibility of the Roman Catholic doctrine of annulment having been made ex- 
tremely difficult and with Anglicans having rules and regulations "that clearly 
need to be reviewed and, if I may say so, need to be changed”. 


The Pope's decision to refuse a dispensation he regarded as ''very unhappy" par- 
ticularly in the light of growing rapprochement between Anglicans and Roman 
Catholics in this very field of mixed marriages. ''To make a hard-line decision 
at this stage when our churches are beginning to understand one another on all 
this I think has been a very great pity," said the Bishop. 


Also a pity to his mind was Archbishop Winning's introduction of the question 
of Catholics being barred from the succession. "I for my part don't believe 
that the general run of the people of Great Britain are ready for a change in 
this law," he said. 

EPS 


BOSSEY WRESTLES WITH 
"INDIGENOUS THEOLOGY" 


Geneva (EPS) - Some 60 theologians and laypersons from 28 countries attended a 
colloquium at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, on "Indigenous Theology and the 
Universal Church" recently. Organized primarily to foster theological dialogue 
between African and Asian theologians, this colloquium was attended also by 
theologians from Europe and America. The plenary presentations highlighted 
theological developments in different regions, namely Indonesia, Philippines, 
India, Uganda, Ghana, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, England (and Western Europe), 
the United States and Latin America, as well as the Caribbean and the Pacific. 


Discussion group reports pointed out that the Bible is the primary source of 
doing all viable theology. Other sources include Christian tradition, cuiture, 
traditional religion (in some regions), and even ideologies. Another report 
affirmed that "all theologies are indigenous theologies. Therefore the so-called 
Western theology' is an indigenous theology in the fullest sense of the words... 
We are not concerned with indigenizing 'Western theology’ ... but we are concerned 
with doing theology which is relevant to our particular contexts, and at the same 
time search for universal elements and/or principles that bind us, all Christians, 
together into one body, the Church of Jesus Christ." 


A follow-up meeting is being planned for next year on "Christ, Liturgy and 
Culture". 


EPS 
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ECUMENICAL DELEGATION 
VISITS ARGENTINA 


Buenos Aires (EPS) - At the invitation of the Argentine Federation of Protestant 
Churches an international ecumenical delegation visited Buenos Aires early in 

May on behalf of the World Council of Churches. The invitation was issued in 

the context of the need for closer fratemal ties between the Argentinian churches 
in their various ministries with the worldwide ecumenical family. 


The five-day visit included meetings with heads of churches and representatives 
from the Federation, with the President of the Ecumenical Commission of the 
Argentine Roman Catholic Episcopal Conference, Bishop Antonio Quarracino, and 
with representatives of the Jewish community. In addition, the delegation - 
composed of Dr Heinz-Joachim Held, President of the Foreign Office of the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany; Pastor Michel Leplay, Secretary of the National Coun- 
cil of the Reformed Church of France and the French Protestant Federation; Dr 
Thomas J. Liggett, President of the Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, 
Indiana; and Dr Eugene L. Stockwell, Associate General Secretary for Overseas 
Ministries of the National Council of Churches in the USA - met with Lieutenant 
Colonel José Picciulo and Dr Roberto Bravo, of the Federal Government's Religious 
Affairs department, related to the Government's Foreign Office. 


While in Argentina the delegation expressed the firm moral and fraternal support 
for the on-going work of the churches in that country. Particularly, the rich 
and varied witness to the Gospel demonstrated extensively in ministries to the 
spiritual and human needs of people - be they in the area of education, care for 
the elderly, migrants, refugees and other human rights situations. 


Within the context of the visit, the delegation expressed concern about the pro- 
mulgation of a new law calling for the registration of "religious organizations" 
by the government authorities. The details of this law - decreed on 10 February, 
1978 - are still under discussion but it was made clear to the delegation that 
it is aimed principally at small sects that are seen to threaten Patriotic sym- 
bols. The delegation expressed its concern to the governmental authorities that 
the preservation of religious freedom implied the right of such groups (Jehovah's 
witnesses, Hare Krishna and the Children of God were mentioned) to the free 
exercise of their religious faith. 

EPS 


NEW LEADERSHIP FOR THE CHRISTIAN 
PEACE CONFERENCE 


Prague (EPS) - It was with a "Message to the Churches and Christians of the whole 
world" that the 5th Assembly of the Christian Peace Conference (CPC) ended on 

27 June in Prague. The 600 participants from 84 countries urge in this declara- 
tion a stand against injustice and oppression. "Our faith in Jesus Christ 
enables us to seek solidarity with all men independently of their political 

views and their ideological convictions. This solidarity has a very clear tar- 
get - a society with a human look, having peace, justice and liberty", said the 
message. 


While expressing their satisfaction in regard to the Final Act of Helsinki and 
detente in Europe, the participants nevertheless indicated that "the world is 
still far from being characterized by peace and justice". 


It was noted at Prague that "racial oppression continues in Southem Africa; 
that fascist dictators flourish in Latin America and elsewhere, and that neo- 
colonialist exploitation takes new and more oppressive forms". 


, oe 


11 No.19 - 6 July 1978 


In the message the participants were concerned about respect for human rights. 
The called attention in particular to the right to life and work, medical atten- 
tion and education and "the right of all to express their conscience in a res- 
ponsible and creative way". They regret that human rights are sometimes misused 
for propaganda purposes. 


The Assembly adopted six resolutions which call the world's Christians to sup- 
port efforts in favour of detente and disarmament. 


During the Assembly the 445 voting delegates unanimously elected the Protestant 
Hungarian Bishop Karoly Toth to the Presidency of the CPC. He replaces Metro- 

politan Nikodim of Leningrad, who was elevated to Honorary President. The new 

General Secretary, successor to Karoly Toth, is a Czech, Rev. Lubo Mirejovsky. 

Aged 53, he is responsible for the parish of Tabor in southerm Bohemia. 


A large number of religious organizations, both national and international, were 
represented at Prague. Mr Leopoldo Niilus, director of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) brought the fraternal greetings of the 
WCC. 


BISHOP PROPOSES PRAYER 
AFTER ABORTION 


London (EPS) - The General Synod of the Church of England will, this week (8-12 
July), be asked to consider including in its official liturgy a prayer for use 
after an abortion. The proposal comes from the Bishop of Winchester, Dr John 
Taylor, but the idea that such a prayer should be included in the Church's 
Series III initiation services (which as at present drafted include prayers for 
use after the death of a newly born child or a stillbirth) has already been 
turned down by the liturgical revision committee by 14 votes to three. 


By authorizing such a prayer, Dr Taylor believes, the Church would not be ap- 
proving abortion in principle or the present state of the law. Instead, the 
Church "would simply be recognizing that medical terminations of pregnancy are 
taking place and that the parents, doctors and nurses involved in them are often 
in deep moral perplexity". 


The best safeguard against the irresponsible use of abortion Dr Taylor sees as 
being "to deepen in society the sense of reverence for life and for any poten- 
tial human life in particular". In his view this responsible attitude would be 
strengthened "by the knowledge that the Church offers a simple means whereby 
those who take upon themselves such a decision may commit to God what they have 
done and the life that has been brought to an end". 


Earlier Dr Taylor told the revision committee: "The prayer need not treat the 
abortive foetus as though it were the equal of a fully human birth, but at least 
it would be a recognition of the element of humanity in that foetus and a refusal 
to treat it merely as an organic growth. The basis of such a prayer should be 
the recognition that abortion may sometimes be justified but can only be spiri- 
tually 'healthy' if we 'know what we do'. And this can best be expressed by 


some act in which we commit both the incipient life, and the action we have taken 
into the hands of a merciful God." 


The draft prayer says: 


“Heavenly Father, you are the giver of life, and you share with us the care of 
the life that is given. Into your hands we commit in trust the developing life 
that we have cut short. Look in kindly judgement on the decision that we have 


made and assure us in all our uncertainty that your love for us can never change. 
Amen." 
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ORTHODOX THEOLOGICAL FACULTIES 
BEGIN REDESIGNING THEIR PROGRAMMES 


Basle (EPS) - At a meeting held in Basle from 4-7 July, representatives 

of Orthodox faculties and theological schools from all over the world 
declared that Orthodox theological education should be more open to 
ecumenism. "Each school must deal with the need to be open to ecumenical 
endeavour," they said. They also asked how Orthodox theological education 
could free itself from the "western mould into which we seem to have caste 
our educational curricula”. : 


According to participants this was probably the first time that theologians 
from Orthodox theological schools had met to discuss theological education. 
All the existing branches of Orthodoxy were represented at the meeting which 
was organised by the WCC's Programme on Theological Education (PTE). 


The reports on the activities and trends of Orthodox theological education 
institutes all showed a similar concern for training the clergy for leadership 
roles in the Church; however, "there does not seem to be widespread concern 
with social and political problems and planned service to one's neighbour as 
a part of the curriculum". There is also little theological creativity. 
Questions raised concerned the place of women in Orthodox theological education, 
education for mission, and the lack of inter-Orthodox cooperation in the field 
of Orthodox education. Participants asked for a special commission to be set 
up to study these topics together. 

EPS 


NETWORK APPROACH 
FOR DEVELOPMENT EMPHASIZED 


The World Council's development arm should strengthen its network 
approach and promote cooperation between.ecumenical development 
organizations mainly in the Third World. This was one of the major 
recommendations made at the meeting of the Commission on the Churches' 
Participation in Development (CCPD), held in Sofia, Bulgaria, from 

June 29 to July 5, at the invitation of the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian 
Orthodox Church. 


A regional meeting last November in Berlin, GDR, and a recent ecumenical 
team visit to the Cuban churches had prepared the ground for a first 
discussion on the experiences of socialist countries in the field of 
development, and on the role the churches could play. Prof. Todor Sabev 

of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church and Prof. Israel Batista of the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary of Cuba spoke of the churches' experiences in their own 
particular socialist situations, where underdevelopment had to be overcome 
and where the emphasis is put on self-reliance and social justice. 


Participants from Bulgaria, Poland and Hungary also contributed to the 
discussions. 


Another major agenda item was the report of the CCPD Evaluation Team on 

the last seven years' activities, together with suggested programme priorities. 
Based on these, and on evaluation made by the Development Centre of the 
Indonesian Council of Churches, the Commission recommended the following 

areas of focus: helping the churches understand the hopes of the poor in the 
light of the Gospel; analysing structures of injustice and oppression and 
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exposing the systemic nature of underdevelopment; helping the churches 
express their solidarity with the poor through action and witness; bringing 
the struggles of the peoples' movements to the attention of the churches. 
This entails theological reflection, political analysis, and education and 
action programmes together with the churches. It also means finding more 
ways and means for cooperation between partner groups in the CCPD network. 


Through this network, CCPD is in constant contact throughout the world with 
church-related groups and organizations working on various aspects of 
development. 


While in Sofia, the Commission members were warmly received by His Holiness 
Patriarch Maxim of Bulgaria, met and worshipped with congregations of several 
Protestant denominations, and talked with professors and students of the 
theological academy Holy Kliment. The special interest of the meeting's 
theme for Bulgaria was evident in reports in the press and on television 
and radio. 

EPS 


THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF NAMIBIA 
SPEAKS OUT AGAINST THE WESTERN PROPOSALS 


Maseru, Lesotho (EPS) - The guarantees foreseen in the proposals presented 
by the five western powers for solving the Namibian question are not 
sufficient, the Anglican Church of Namibia claimed last week. Citing 

the recent "barbaric attack on Kassinga"’ and the detention of South West 
African People's Organization (SWAPO) leaders, it stated that these 
proposals "can now not be considered as giving sufficient safeguards to 
the suffering Namibian people in the period before independence". The fact 
that South Africa has already begun the registration of voters without 
United Nations’ supervision and that its army is still present in Namibia 
shows that ‘the western proposals, which were formerly accepted by the 
churches: in Namibia, have been by-passed". 


Meeting from 2 to 6 July in Maseru, Lesotho, delegates of the Anglican Church 
of Namibia declared: "We are forced to meet outside our country because of 
the actions of the illegal South African regime in deporting certain of us 
from Namibia.'' In a long statement published at the close of the meeting, 
the delegates said western intentions are "based on greed" and are aimed 
"primarily at securing their continuing exploitation of Namibia's mineral 
wealth". The five western powers are "blatantly attempting to coerce those 
forces which are working for the true liberation of our country”. 


Of the five powers' diplomatic intervention, they said: "Their actions have 
done little to achieve basic changes in South Africa's policies and the 
structures of Namibian society". The contact group -- the USA, Great Britain, 
Canada, France and the Federal Republic of Germany -- offered to mediate 
between SWAPO and South Africa, which is administering Namibia in defiance 

of UN resolutions. 


According to the delegates, there are two forces at work in Namibia at present: 
the oppressive force of the South African regime and those who cooperate with 

it and, opposing them, the forces representing the poor and the oppressed people. 
"In this confrontation there can be no place for neutrality. The Church has 

to decide with which side she should stand," said their statement. Repeating 
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their loyalty to the liberating Christ 'wno was himself poor, and rejected by 
the oppressive forces of his day", the delegates clearly took their stand at 
the side of the poor and the oppressed. ''We in Namibia can do no less," they 
emphasized. "At a time when the unity of the oppressed is essential, we are 


opposed to any attempts, internally or externally, which seek to weaken that 
unrey: 


At the Lesotho meeting, delegates appealed to all churches and members of the 
international community to continue to help, and invited those who are 
providing funds for the defence of political prisoners in Namibia to "assist 
us as we care for their families". 


They called upon the Anglican bishops from all over the world who will be at 
the Lambeth Conference in London at the end of July to "make a strong and 
determined stand with us in our struggle for the liberation of our country" 
and to condemn the violence and racism "which assault us and exploit us as 
well as other people throughout the world". 


A separate resolution passed at the same meeting declared: "We who are 
representatives of an oppressed people and belong to an oppressed church, 
tender our grateful thanks for the work of the World Council of Churches and 
particularly for the work of the Programme to Combat Racism". 

EPS 


AIM OF PTE: THEOLOGICAL FORMATION 
OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 


Basle (EPS) - New lines of action, conferences and research on theological 
formation in Europe and in North America, and aid to 45 projects in the 
Third World - these were the main decisions made by the Commission for the 
Programme on Theological Education (PTE) of the World Council of Churches. 
Its members met in Basle at the beginning of July for the first time since 
the Central Committee of the WCC terminated the Theological Education Fund 
last summer and replaced it by the PTE. 


The Commission fully endorsed the guidelines proposed last year, namely to 
concentrate on training for various ministries in the church, with particular 
attention to the formation of lay people. Noting the failure of the 
traditional theological education system to reach the grass-roots, the 
Commission asked the PTE to look for new ways and "alternative methods" 
better adapted to the theological training of the whole people of God. 


In this regard, the Commission demonstrated its concern by granting some 

$ 300,000 to 45 theological education projects in the Third World. The aim 

of these projects is to strengthen the local teaching body, encourage 

exchanges between teachers and students from different continents, support 

the efforts of associations of theological schools, and promote new models 

of theological education such as "education by extension" in which the teachers 
go to the student groups. 


In a desire to promote closer collaboration between the PTE and the equivalent 
Catholic bodies, the Catholic Church officially appointed three observer/ 
consultants to the meeting. 


EPS 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND AGREES TO GO 
FORWARD ON 10 PROPOSITIONS 


York (EPS) - By overwhelming majorities the bishops, clergy, and laity of 

the General Synod of the Church of England, meeting at York, last week, 

voted to enter into discussion towards covenanting on the basis of the ten 
propositions proposed by the Churches’ Unity Commission, with those Churches 
also willing to covenant - in effect the Churches of Christ, the Methodist 
Church, the Moravian Church and the United Reformed Church. But its 

conditions for doing so are the acceptance by these Churches of the historic 
episcopate at the inauguration of the covenant, and an amendment was added 

to the terms to make it clear that this would be by the consecration of 
bishops. Further, the mutual recognition of ministers involved in covenanting 
would be effected "by the action of the whole episcopate of all the covenanting 
Churches, incorporating ... the existing ministers into the historic threefold 
ministry by invocation of the Spirit in a prayer which makes it clear that 

such incorporation is intended and conveyed, by a distinctive sign for the 
conferring of a gift of the Spirit, and by concelebration of Holy Communion". 
In this way, the Church of England representatives go into the next crucial 
stage of negotiations with conditions laid down in. advance that some’ of the 
other Churches might find too high a price. But these conditions were needed 
to allay fears lest covenanting with Nonconformists* should disturb the 

Church of England's improving relations with Rome and should swing the delicate 
balance of a Church which claims to be both Catholic and:Reformed too 
decisively down on to the Reformation side. 


The Synod upheld by only a small majority, the Churches traditional stand on 
the remarriage in church of divorced persons. Proposals from a commission, 
chaired by the Bishop of Lichfield, the Rt.Rev. Kenneth Skelton, were defeated 
by seven votes. Two major factors seemed responsible for the defeat. One was 
the fear expressed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Donald Coggan, that 
the effect of adopting them "would be to give the impression that the Church 
was bending to the wind of current laxity with regard to marital faithfulness" 
and that they "might be interpreted by the world as a concession on the part 
of the Church to a laxity that is all about us and the abandonment of its 
witness contra mundum." The other factor was dissatisfaction with the system 
proposed for deciding who should be counted worthy, and who not, of a second 
marriage in church. 


The Synod will however still have the question on its agenda when it next 

meets in November, and among the proposals still to be voted on are one to 
rescind the present regulations that make the bishop responsible for readmitting 
a divorced and remarried person to communion (so that it would instead be left 
to the conscience of those involved), one for the Church of England to adopt 

the Roman Catholic procedure of nullity (a procedure already rejected by the 
Lichtfield commission and highly unlikely to find favour), and two which would 
allow the dioceses to express their views on what should be done. 


Another question héld over till November was the suggestion by the Bishop of 
Winchester, the Rt. Rev. John Taylor, that a prayer for use after an abortion 
should be included in the Church's official liturgy. 

EPS 
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DUTCH CHURCHMAN SHOCKED AT US PLANS 
TO USE OLYMPIC HOUSING AS JAIL AFTER 1980 


New York (EPS) - A Dutch Reformed Church official expressed shock and 
dismay that the American government would house international athletes, 
including skaters from the Netherlands, in facilities built for the 


purpose of serving as a federal prison after the Olympic Games at Lake 
Placid in upstate New York. 


Jan E. van Veen, Secretary for Church and Society of the Dutch Reformed 
Church and of the Church and Society Department of the National Council 

of Churches of the Netherlands, attended an interdenominational meeting here 
early July, which discussed; the secondary use of Olympic housing facilities 
as a new youth prison of the Federal Bureau of Prisons. Plans provide that, 
after the Olympic Games, to be held at Lake Placid February 13 - 24, 1980, 
the housing, ostensibly constructed to accommodate participants from all 
over the world, will be used to incarcerate hundreds of youth, primarily 
from poor and minority communities in the urban centres of the northeast. 


"This is an abuse of the Olympic tradition which is rooted in a heritage. 
of international understanding and human rights", Mr. van Veen said. He 
expressed the hope that the U.S. public and churches would bring pressure 
to bear on their government to use the site not for a prison but as a 
permanent sports training centre for amateur athletes. 


The meeting, chaired by National Council of Churches president William P. 
Thompson, agreed to support the efforts of "Stop the Olympic Prison", a 
voluntary organization formed by the churches in New York state and the 
National Inter-religious Task Force on Criminal Justice. Both movements 
are communicating their opposition to the Olympic village prison plan of 
the U.S. Department of Justice to President Carter and the U.S. Congress. 


EPS 


DEATH OF GERMAN 
ECUMENIST 


Nuremberg (EPS) - The death has been announced here on the 5th July of 

Dr. Liselotte Nold. Dr. Nold was involved in the ecumenical movement for 
more than 30 years and had particularly strong ties with the work of women 
in the Churches. She was still working for "Bayerischer Mutterdienst" 
(Bavarian Service to Mothers) at the time of her death. 


Dr. Nold attended as a delegate three Assemblies of the World Council of 
Churches (WCC), was a member of several ecumenical committees, and chaired 
or attended numerous consultations. 


In a message to the "Bayerischer Mutterdienst" Konrad Raiser, Deputy General 
Secretary of the WCC said that Dr. Nold was a "farsighted, courageous and 
at the same time warmhearted 'steward' of a ‘human’ church". Dr. Raiser 
continued: "We are deeply grateful for the witness she bore among us and 

for the encouragement which radiated from her person". 


Dr. Nold's major achievement was said to be "interpreting to the German 
° ° ° W 
Churches the current issues that women are facing, in church and society . 


EPS 


| P Ecumenical 
Press Service 


SLES: ‘““OIKOUMENE” GENEVA - TEL. 98 94 00 TELEX 23 423 OIKCH -150 ROUTE DE FERNEY, 1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAD 


No.21/45th Year 3 August 1978 


Contents: 


llth Lambeth Conference opens in Canterbury .....ceeceeeececeecveee--2 
mumenaceordi nation: discussed ati Lambeth... .%s..%.sisccussspeeweb pout 2 
Distinguished lecturers at Lambeth Conference ......cceeeceeeeeee 3/4/5 
"Does Service Unite"? - Theme of CICARWS Commission meeting ...... 6/7/8 
SEMAINE T) (1 S47 SCE OLS: lake clube .e,.0 cic leldldlon» ciMctalalsists Slee dake Yeleletaldieldle EO 


e 


Renewable energy - desirable but still costly ....ccccccssccesecss 8/9 
Te sass -onsistonery Kasad: <paee tugs 6 Bes Subepesbus PED obbsaus “ohaoti te hb biget 8 ue SO 


THE NEXT EPS WILL APPEAR ON 10 AUGUST 1978 


ublished under auspices: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young Women’s 
yhristian Association - World Student Christian Federation. 


he aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
novements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


2 No. 21 - 3 August 1978 
’ 


11th LAMBETH CONFERENCE OPENS IN CANTERBURY 


Canterbury (EPS) - The ancient walls of Canterbury Cathedral have resounded 
over the ages with many kinds of music and praises to God but those same 
walls must have been just a little taken aback when a steel band struck up 

a rousing Sousa march to welcome in the 400 Bishops of the Anglican Communion 
to the opening eucharist series of the 11th Lambeth Conference. 


The Lambeth Conference is generally called on the personal initiative of 

the Archbishop of Canterbury every 10 years or so. Dr. Donald Coggan, the 
present Archbishop and nominal head of the world's 65 million Anglicans, has 
called this latest gathering with the intention of withdrawing the Bishops 

from the rush of everyday life in order to wait on God. As he put it in 

the opening sermon in the Cathedral "we have stopped listening" to God, and 
"our spiritual life has died on us, though we keep up appearances and go 
through the motions." Continuing the theme, the Archbishop went on: "We noisy, 
comfortable Westerners have much to learn from our Eastern brothers, materially 
poorer and often spiritually richer". 


The Conference meets at a time when Anglicanism is divided about a number of 
issues - the potentially most divisive being the ordination of women. The 
presence in the press gallery of a number of legally ordained women from the 
Anglican Church in the USA and Canada can only heighten the tension which 
already exists and is highlighted by Patriarch Pimen, head of the Russian 
Orthodox Church in his message of greeting to the Conference. The Patriarch 
says, "We consider it our duty to point out our concern over access of women 
to ordained ministry in the Anglican Church. It is absolutely inadmissible 
from the Orthodox position". 


The 400 plus Archbishops and Bishops will also be under pressure from 
"political activists" among their number to not be content with a "meditative" 
conference as desired by Dr. Coggan, but to show their concern and commitment 
to the concern in the world particularly as this affects such areas as 
South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. 

EPS 


WOMEN'S ORDINATION DISCUSSED AT LAMBETH 


Canterbury (EPS) - The Lambeth Conference's much awaited hearing on women's — 
ordination on Monday, 31 July, opened with a three point presentation by the 
Rev. Canon John Macquarrie, Oxford Professor of Divinity, which detailed (a) 
the analysis and evaluation of the arguments employed; (b) consensus - the 
Anglican understanding of this term; and (c) the problems involved and how 
they are to be sorted out. The effectiveness of this balanced presentation 
in setting the tone of the hearing was borne out by the many contributions 
which followed. The mood of the meeting was unemotional, with few exceptions. 
The Bishops recognised this as an issue which must be faced, but with which 
the Anglican Communion has not yet found a way of dealing. 


The experiences of four bishops whose diocese or Province had already taken 
the decision to ordain women -- Hong Kong, Canada, USA, New Zealand - 
explained some of the practicalities of that decision. 


(more) 
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Two conference observers, Archbishop Athenagoras, representing the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople, and Roman Catholic Bishop Daly, on behalf of the 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, noted possible implications of this 
matter for relationships with their respective churches. Archbishop Athenagoras 
insisted that the Orthodox are not against women, who have a contribution to 
make to the unity of the Christian Church; however, he maintained a negative 
note regarding their ordination. Bishop Daly stated: "It is not possible to 
call in question the seriousness and firmness of the Roman Catholic Church 

on this issue". He, however, affirmed that Rome remains strongly committed 

to building relations with Anglicanism. 


Archbishop Edward Scott, Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada and Moderator 
of the Central Committee of the WCC, stressed that any action would be judged 

by experience and by thinking along with other churches, without pulling moral 
rank on one another, we may be making a positive contribution to ecumenical 
relationships. He then quoted from a report: "It is not worth considering 

the possibility that we shall destroy the Christian Church if we make an error. 
It is arrogant to think we are that powerful or that the Church is that fragile." 


Bishop Desmond Tutu, General Secretary of the South African Council of Churches, 
drew a parallel between the ordination of women and the experience of the 
struggle against white oppression. "We know, he stated, what it means to be 
always defined by another. Whites will never be truly free and human until 
blacks are free. Likewise men and women in the Church. I do not advocate a 
sort of unisex, but want us to be able to celebrate our masculinity and 
femininity in the priesthood. The Church of God will celebrate something 
really tremendous when men and women truly come into their own." 


Bishop John Taylor of Winchester reminded the Conference that Lambeth is 
charged with making clear that the Anglican Communion is a comprehensive 
Christian community historically embracing a variety of conflicts of 
theological positions. The question of the ordination of women is an 
expression of profound differences of opinion regarding the doctrine of the 
priesthood in the Church, he commented. The recent ordinations of women had 
not created or deepened that conflict. They have only laid it bare. "We 
need to tackle, even belatedly this deep issue", he said. 


Fifty persons had indicated their desire to speak, but only about half had 
been called, when after three hours of debate an overwhelming majority of 
Bishops indicated that they felt that the matter had been given an adequate 
hearing. A statement on the issue is expected at the end of the Assembly. 


EPS 


DISTINGUISHED LECTURERS 
AT LAMBETH CONFERENCE 


Canterbury (EPS) - The 11th Lambeth Conference began its deliberative 
sessions with a sharp reminder to the 400 or so Anglican bishops of 
how critical is the choice before mankind at the moment and an urgent 
appeal to them to equip themselves for the revolution of values that is 
needed if the revolution of structures is to achieve anything more than 
replacing one kind of oppression by another. 
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The reminder and the appeal came in two special lectures given to the 
bishops by the Roman Catholic economist Barbara Ward (Lady Jackson) and 
her Anglican colleague the Rev. Dr. Charles Elliott, professor of develop- 
ment policy and planning at University College, Swansea. 


Mankind was living at a time of great difficulty but also of great hope, 
said Barbara Ward, a time much more open to the Gospel than the preceding 
300 years of extreme human confidence. That there should be equality 
between peoples and between human beings was now for the very first time in 
human history accepted by most of the human race. But at the same time 
there was the accelerated growth of population and a new awareness of how 
limited our resources were of energy and raw materials as well as an aware- 
ness of the fragility and interdependence of nature. 


"Upon our ability to take this contradiction and to find our way through it 

in human and moral terms," she said, "depends, I believe, the survival of 

the planet, because, mark my words, there will be no stopping the demand 

for equality, there will be no check on the demand for human respect, there 
will be no quiet acceptance of massive starvation. We live in an absolutely 
interdependent planet, and we are either going to make a joint community which 
works at this, or the bright day is gone and therefore the dark ..." 


Reliance on nuclear energy with its unsolved problems of waste disposal showed 
"a degree of human arrogance and folly which shows Prometheus was wrong and 

the gods right" in punishing him for his presumption. "To play around in 

this unprincipled fashion ... shows a disregard for future generations almost 
impossible to conceive in a human society," she said. Then there was the 
complete failure to change the balance and distribution of the world's wealth 
and the way the wealthy nations were dragging their feet in doing anything 

about it. Meanwhile there were now 17 million unemployed in the developed 
world, and world expenditure on armaments was US $ 400 thousand million a year. 


"Should we despair?" she asked. "Is this the answer? Are we reaching that 
point of no return when the world will, as the Bible foresaw, go up in flames?" 


Here she felt her Christian faith and her sense of hope were not wholly 
without rational grounds. First, these things were now being noticed for the 
first time; more, much of our new science was beginning to come up with wholly 
new answers, as with the research into solar power which had followed the rise 
in the price of oil from US $ 1 to US $ 14 a barrel (and as far as she was 
concerned the price couldn't go up fast enough to US $ 20 or more). 


The proper use of know-how and resources could enable us to have "not an 
unscientific society but a society which recognizes fragility, which 
recognizes interdependence, which sees the planet as an organic whole, and 
which can therefore be made into a human, surviving society and one in which 
we do not pass on to our children as our biggest inheritance millions upon 
millions upon millions of grams of absolute toxic waste. 


"It will not happen without restraint and sharing," she warned. But compared 
with the present alternative this vision of how we could run our planet 
seened so much nearer the Christian version - "and I hope it is one we are 
all Christian enough to entertain," she added. 


In his lecture Professor Elliott analysed the way in which the explosion 

of productive capacity the world had experienced was able to meet a relatively 
trivial area of human desire but could not meet a huge area of human need. 
Both nationally and internationally a set of mechanisms was in operation to 
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transfer wealth from the poor to the rich. Studies from Tanzania, Ghana, 
Bangladesh and Bihar (India) showed a worsening of rural poverty over the 
last ten years, which to his mind left only one conclusion: "Poverty, and 
particularly rural poverty, is not a natural fact of life. It is the result 
of a particular set of relationships which enrich the rich and impoverish 
the poor." 


The question was what kind of radical transformation of the structures and 
mechanism was needed. A change in the structures, in the system, would not 
in itself suffice. "The revolution that is required," said Professor Elliott, 
"is a prior or at least simultaneous revolution in the values that lie behind 
and are embedded in the structures and the system that deal so callously with 
Christ's poor. Without a thoroughgoing revolution of those values we shall 
only swap one lot of oppressed for another and kill, maim and destroy a large 
number of people in the process." 


The "green revolution" - "the most significant technological change to have 
swept the developing countries since the war'' - had not only increased 
inequalities but in some cases had increased the number living in absolute 
poverty. This was because of the value put on the encouragement of efficiency, 
"a sacred value-cow of our civilization". A particular set of values could 
thus have and had had "destructive effects when applied in an inappropriate 
setting or in an insensitive way". 


The values society regarded as appropriate tended to be defined first by the 
market. The work-ethic, the possession-ethic, the glorification of technology, 
the exaltation of efficiency were the values of the economically strong, the 
well-integrated, the adept, the socially powerful. ''What have they to do with 
the Gospel?" asked Professor Elliott. "Or the specifically symbolic place of 
the poor in the Old or the New Testament?'"' Values should be judged against 

two considerations: what they implied for Christ's poor, and what they implied 
for the deepest good of all men. 


"We can no longer pretend that the social and economic structures of our 
civilization will enable the 600 million people who lack for food, shelter, 
water and clothing to meet their basic needs," he concluded. "If we take 
the Gospel seriously I would have thought we are obliged to engage in 
transforming, in revolutionizing these structures. From that there can be 
no escape. 


"But that alone is not enough. For without an accompanying revolutionary 
change in the values that our modern economy reflects, the revolution of 
the Left or the Right will achieve little - and it will achieve it at great 
cost. 


"We therefore have to ask ourselves how well-equipped are we to engage in 
both revolutions - not the structures only but both the structures and the 
values."" This was not only, perhaps not even primarily, a pastoral task about 
a profoundly theological and spiritual one, and it would exact a costly price. 
"For to confront the prevailing value-orthodoxy of a rotten civilization costs 
much, and to live out an alternative set of values founded on an ultimate 
concern for Christ's poor and the deeper fulfilment of all men costs more," 
he added. 

EPS 
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DOES SERVICE UNITE? - THEME OF 
CICARWS COMMISSION MEETING 


Strasbourg (EPS) - "We affirm our diversity and we affirm our unity while at 
the same time, we attempt to fulfill the responsibility of service", said the 
Commission On Interchurch Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) at its 
meeting last week in Strasbourg, as it strove to come to grips with the theme 
of the meeting "Does Service Unite?" 


The tone of the gathering was set by CICARWS director Jean Fischer in his 
report where he sought to explain the Commission based on the scriptural 
injunction "be ye doers of the word and not hearers only’. Mr. Fischer 
commented: "Our faith and our theological understanding make us believe that 
we have a permanent obligation to serve" and "our service .... must aim at 
the elimination of the causes of misery, oppression and injustice" 


How to do that was a problem but, said the director, "our analyses of the 
causes are becoming sharper and we know that complicated structures of 
injustice and oppression are maintained by powers and principalities that 
are strong but not invincible" 


"The challenge for CICARWS", the director continued, "is to discover how 
through involvement in disaster relief, in assistance to refugees, in 
development aid we can contribute to the necessary structural changes rather 
than reinforce the powers of oppression or maintain the status quo. We 
must awaken the churches as to what lies behind the victims of structural 
injustice. The churches ought to struggle to change the prevailing economic 
and social order. We don't quite know how to do it". The tension lies, 
said the director, in finding ways of bringing justice to the poor and 
oppressed, of enabling the Churches to serve - a service "which is not 
inadequate charity or welfare action, but liberation". 


In defining the work of CICARWS Mr. Fischer said that it is "an instrument 
through which the churches, sometimes some Churches only, have acted together 
through the World Council as a deliberate choice to serve and to manifest 
their unity. This is a mutual ministry of members of the Body of Christ to 
each other and their common ministry to all of mankind". 


In the discussion on the theme examples from the developed world where service 
to developing countries appears to divide were contrasted with third-world 
reactions that service surpasses divisions and aids unity. In a document 
adopted by the nearly 30 members of the Commission the Eucharist was taken 

as the "imperative for service in the world", and unity recognized as the 


work of the Holy Spirit and "not the results of our own efforts however 
ecumenical they may be" 


But the report went on: "What may appear to be divisiveness should be 
accepted as a means of renewal through suffering". As CICARWS works in an 
area where there are many secular organizations and governments the 
distinctiveness of Christian service should be emphasized. This is found 
"in our motivation and our unity of purpose: to share with each other, as 
good stewards, the gifts entrusted to us by the Lord of all creation, for 
the sake of the restoration of the wholeness of all humankind". 


The CICARWS commissioners were anxious to affirm their full involvement in 

the whole work of the WCC and not only in relief work. In this context a 
discussion took place on the WCC discussions concerning a "Just, Participatory 
and Sustainable Society"(JPSS). The JPSS programme was recognized as having 
practical consequences for CICARWS, particularly the participatory aspects. 
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It was recognized that neither donors nor receivers always respected the 
participatory aspects of development. It was emphasized that projects 
with full participation of villagers take a much longer time and do not 
easily attract financial support. 


In the discussion on the WCC's programme on transnational corporations it 
was noted that information is needed for "rank and file" of church people, 
and guidance to help them carry out people's boycotts of particular products 
and to continue the dialogue between church and corporation at their level 


in order to place greater emphasis on the participation of people in local 
congregations. 


The Commission also received a paper giving some guidelines and questions 
for the evaluation of the ecumenical sharing of resources. The paper 
emphasizes that to share resources is to build community but poses many 
questions and states some valuations. It is hoped that this will lead to 
specific questions and criteria by which to evaluate programmes, projects 
and relationships in which resources are fully shared. It is the desire of 
the Commission that they be shared more justly, more fully and more 
ecumenically. 


Two topics to which the Commissioners paid particular attention were that 
of food aid, and secondly what to do about the possibility of increased 
government funds for development aid being channelled through Church 
structures. 


On the question of food aid and in particular the use of the European 
Economic Community (EEC) milk powder mountain the Commission decided to 
call a consultation of churches and agencies from the EEC countries and with 
US agency participation to attempt to ensure a "philosophical and moral 
definition of the use of food aid’. The Commission distinguished two roles 
for food aid: 1) affirmed its use in most but not all emergency situations, 
and 2) as an aid to development which might lead to food production self- 
sufficiency. 


Large increases in funds available for development aid are a fact in a 

number of donor countries, the Commission was told and it considered the need 
for basic rules as to their use which would apply to both giving and receiving 
churches. The Commission suggested that donor agencies should receive these 
new funds but should also examine initially the conditions under which they 
are given. The Commission also recommended that efforts should be made to 
press for public support of development education programmes within the 
countries which initiate the funds. 


In preparing a report for the WCC’ Review Committee. which considers progress 
and priorities within the Council the CICARWS Commissioners looked to the 
future with the hope that justice - projects and programmes' will form a 
larger part of the total work and that receiving countries will acquire 
sufficient power to refuse funds which they cannot control and which increase 
their dependence". 


The Commissioners expressed the hope that the increasing emphasis on "country" 
programmes - where a certain amount of money is channelled to be used within 
a country rather than to individual projects - will lead to a new situation 
in which the receiving communities will be able to control incoming funds and 
that donors and receivers will become real partners for development. 


(more) 
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Looking to the period leading up to the next WCC Assembly expected in 1983 
the Commissioners. commended a number of priorities. These included a 
coordination of interchurch aid and common aid to others; a review of 
the project list to concentrate on specific programmes; further coordination 
of emergency aid; personnel exchange in southern continents in the context of 
the ecumenical sharing of resources; new initiatives in refugee work and 
extended involvement in human rights issues where CICARWS believes much 
more common effort of the churches is necessary. 

EPS 


NEW APPOINTMENT AT WCC 


Geneva (EPS) - Professor Dr. Maas Boertien has been appointed as associate 
for Christian Jewish relations in the World Council of Churches sub-unit 
on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies. He succeeds 

Dr. Franz von Hammerstein who has joined the Evangelische Akademie in 

West Berlin. 


Dr. Maas Boertien, who will begin his new duties in January 1979, was born 
in 1923 and is a minister of the Christian Reformed Church in the 
Netherlands. 


At present he is Professor of Hebrew and Aramaic language and literature in 

the Faculty of Arts, Amsterdam University. He has also studied at the 
University of Hamburg, Swedish Theological Institute, Jerusalem, and the 

Hebrew University, Jerusalem. He is fluent in Dutch, English, German and 
modern Hebrew. In addition, he has working knowledge of Arabic, Aramaic 

and Syriac. He has worked as pastor of the "Jerusalem Kirche" at Hamburg, West 
Germany (1954-59), and Executive Secretary of the United Christian Council 
in Jerusalem, Israel (1960-1967). While in Jerusalem he was active in the work 
of the Ecumenical Theological Research Fraternity, the Rainbow Group and the 
Ecumenical Student Forum. During this time he was in fraternal relationship 
with Arab Christians in Israel. In the Netherlands he was a member of the 
Inter-Church Committee on the Church and Israel. His publications include 

his Ph.D. thesis on the Mishnah - Tractate Nazir (Berlin/New York 1972) and 
Introduction to Midrash (Netherlands 1974). 


EPS 
RENEWABLE ENERGY - 


DESIRABLE BUT STILL COSTLY 


The drift of people from rural to urban situations is a world-wide phenomenon. 
The attraction of the cities with their modern amenities - particularly 

access to electrical power - is proving a great attraction. The resulting 
rural depopulation only amplifies the problem of bringing energy to rural 


areas because the question is often asked - is it worth it for so few people? 
Thus a snowballing effect. 


Developments in technology now mean that it is a lot easier to provide energy 
from renewable sources such as wind and water. Changing economic situations 
caused, for example by the 1973 oil crisis, make it now more economically 
desirable to use renewable sources for power generation. A recent report 
from the Church of Scotland's Society, Religion and Technology Project 
highlights areas in the Scottish highlands where experimental/technology could 
be used to provide energy. The report comments on the low efficiency of use, 
difficulty of transport, and high cost of oil, gas and coal in rural areas; 
on the low level of expenditure of fuels of many people in the isolated 
communities and, in concentrating the survey on renewable energy sources, 
notes the abundance of wind, water, wood and peat in relation to population 
and the ready accessibility of such sources to rural communities. 
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The study attempted to establish what power generation remote communities 
required and attempted to evaluate whether these might be met adequately and 
economically from locally available sources. 


Eleven villages and sites were visited during the course of a two-week field 
survey. None of the communities were linked to a grid electricity supply. 
Residents were interviewed and asked about their energy needs, sources and 
costs. Their views on being connected to the electricity grid were also sought. 


Potential wind and hydro power sites were surveyed to obtain initial estimates 
of power available and how this might match up with local needs. 


The report defines the differences in principle between renewable and non- 
renewable energy supplies. It says renewable energy sources are obtained from 
tapping into natural and steady energy flows that occur. They point out that 
such flows are generally of low intensity and operate over large areas, although 
occasionally they are concentrated into large intensity such as a river gorge, 

a tidal estuary or effluent from an animal house. 


There is also a close link, says the report, between renewable supplies and 
natural flows of energy in the biosphere, supplies which cannot be polluting. 


Renewable energy devices must be placed between a specific natural environment 
and a specific human community, and it is not easy, says the report, to obtain 
efficient energy flow from presently available devices. 


The reaction of inhabitants in the communities visited varied but one general 
reaction was that the costs would be too high, However, in those areas where 
most people have electricity (either from the grid or from their own generations) 
those without it feel in some senses deprived. But, the report states, many 
people visited both with and without electricity, pointed out that modern oil 
lamps and slow combustion stoves (usually peat burning) are simple to use and 
provide adequate lighting, heating and cooking at low cost. 


One area visited emphasized that should electricity become available it 
would be valued firstly for driving workshop machinery, secondly for lights 
and record players and only thirdly, for household gadgets. One community 
pointed out that no-one there has an electric iron, and therefore "no-one 
expects you to iron your clothes'. It appears that the demand for electric 
power in remote areas contains elements of social convention! 


Generally, the report concludes, most areas surveyed had potential for either 
water or wind power, but accessibility and cost were the two over-riding 
factors that determined the practicality of installation. 


The report includes data on design considerations for a 2 kw wind generator; 
details of community electricity schemes and do-it-yourself plans for water 
turbines. 


Involved in the work were Dr. Colin Pritchard, a lecturer in Chemical 
Engineering at Edinburgh University; Dr. A. Veryan Stephens, formerly 
professor of Aeronautical Engineering at Queen's University Belfast, with 
interests in wind power; and Mr. Patrick Agnew, a lecturer in Mechanical 
Engineering at Glasgow University, and specialist in small scale hydro-power 
installations. 


The report is available from the Church of Scotland, 121 George Street, 
Edinburgh EH2 4YN, Scotland. 
EPS 
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The National Christian Council of Kenya is 
carrying on a relief operation in the Mathare 
Valley Nairobi. (2146) Dried and protein en- 
riched milk is sold at low cost to families 

who participate in the nutrition programme. 
(2147) Patchwork craft products are sold both 
in Kenya and abroad. (2148) The Furaha toy fac- 
tory where wood and sisal products provide em- 
ployment and an income for both workers and 
sponsors. (2149) The Cottage Industry projects 
are centred here. (2150) The sand in the fore- 
ground is part of the raw material to be used 
to build new housing. (2151) Handpainting sisal 
dolls. (Front Page) A mother and child await 
their turn at the NCCK's nutrition centre, 
Photos Gurney/ WCC 


CICARWS 


The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee & World 
Service of the WCC met last week in Strasbourg (see 
story this issue) to review its work and plan for 
the future. This service arm of the World Council's 
work aids projects all over the world such as (2157) 
this self-help project in Guatemala. (2158) Panto- 
mimes in the slums of Delhi are used as a means of 
communication-cum-education to teach such things as 
size of family, health, nutrition, mother and child 
welfare, child marriages and exploitation by the 
rich money lenders. (2159) The Moderator of the 
CICARWS Commission, Rev. Albert van den Heuvel (left) 
Mr. Jean Fischer (centre) and Deputy Director 

Fr. George Tsetsis (right) preside over last week's 
meeting in Strasbourg. (2160) Since 1972, projects 
such as well drilling, pumping and irrigation in 
the New Economic Zone, 50 km from Ho Chi Minh City 


formerly Saigon) have been financed 
hrough the WCC to the sum of nearly 
0 million dollars. (2161) This 
efugee from Burundi, now living in 
enya, has, with his family, been 
ble to set up a furniture-making 
orkshop through financial help from 
he churches. 


ZESZ 


ALAN BRASH RETIRES 


(2152) Just prior to his retirement Dr. Alan Brash, 
WCC Deputy General Secretary, met the Primate of 
The Church of the Lord Aladura, Dr. E.0.D. Adejobi. 
The Church is an indigenous Nigerian Church and a 
member of the WCC. (2153) Prior to returning to 

New Zealand Dr. Alan Brash (centre) posed in front 
of the Ecumenical Centre library with newly appoin- 
ted Assistant General Secretary for Finance and Ad- 
ministration, Mr. Wesley Kenworthy (left), and 

Dr. Konrad Raiser, Dr. Brash's ‘partner’ as Deputy 
General Secretary. 


EDCS — AGM 
(2154) At the 2nd AGM of thé Ecumenical Develop- 
ment Cooperative Society (EDCS) a cheque for 


EDCS 


CONFERENCE EUSOPEAN CAURCHES UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURTH SA Ms os 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


mm WORLD ALLIANCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES : 2Ho8ce) OH 


WORLD COUNCIL QF CHURCHES ea 


LUTHERAN WORLD FEGERATION | work a t 
= WORLD METHODIST CRUNCIL Bees 


MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE 


SODEPAX 


US$ 250,000 was handed over on behalf of 
the Lutheran World Ministries, to purché 
shares in the cooperative. In the pictur 
(left to right) Rev. Fred Bronkema, US fr 
presentative of the EDCS; Dr. Schultz, 4 
presented the cheque; Dr. Carl Mau, Gene 
Secretary of the Lutheran World Federati 
and Mr. Adrian Wijemanne, EDCS General ¥ 
nager. (2155) EDCS General Manager liste 
as Dr. Konrad Raiser explains a point at 
the AGM held in Geneva at the beginning 
of July. (2156) Participants in the EDCf 
meeting in Geneva. 

(Story: EPS No.: 19 - 6 July) 
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MIDDLE EAST YOUTH SEMINAR ON 
"CHRISTIAN YOUTH IN TROUBLED SOCIETY" 


Ayia Napa, Cyprus (EPS) - Sixty young Christians from eleven countries of 
the Middle East attended a seminar in Ayia Napa, Cyprus, 13-20 July. The 
meeting was organized by the Youth Programmes of the Middle East Council 
of Churches and the World Council of Churches, as part of the Middle East 
Council of Churches concern for development of ecumenical relations, and 
to provide an opportunity for Christian Youth to exchange their views and 
experiences in the service of their churches in the Middle East, and World 
Council of Churches concern for social justice. 


Under the theme "Christian Youth in a troubled society", there were far 
ranging discussions covering the main aspects of the Middle East situation. 


The issues which emerged as priorities for further work and attention 
included: 


The need for Christian youth to bring hope and reconciliation in 
a situation of conflict; and the need for Christian youth to help 
the whole Christian community respond to the challenge of Islam 
and Judaism especially by freeing itself from any minority complex 
based on overwhelming Moslem majority in the Middle East. 


The seminar also stressed that Christian unity was of vital 
importance in the Middle East today. The fellowship found by 
the participants in worship, prayer and discussion transcended 
confessional differences and inspired them to a vision of unity 
in Christ. The need to embody this sense of unity in future 
joint programmes, conferences and training sessions was 
emphasized. 


Christian witness was seen to require Christians to be ready to 
sacrifice their lives for their faith and to suffer the pain of 
the cross. Social action is one of the most important types of 
witness said the participants and is an absolute necessity for 
Christians. Christian youth must be the pioneers of the Churches 
and throw themselves without fear into all aspects of witness. 


Turning to Christian renewal the seminar participants felt this was 
essential for the unity and witness of the Church of Jesus Christ. 
"Renewal is the gift of the Holy Spirit and means a qualitative 
difference in our lives", they said. The young people pointed out 
several weaknesses in the Church such as - many young people leaving 
the Church; the reduction in the number of priests and pastors; 

and a serious weakness in many aspects of Church life and discussion. 
In response to this, they wished to emphasize Bible study and 
discussion; discussion on faith and current issues in society; 

social action; and eucharistic life. 


Participants were from Jordan, West Bank, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Sudan, 
Iran, Iraq, Cyprus, Kuwait and Bahrain with guests from Greece, Northern 
Ireland and U.S.A. Present were delegates of the major Christian 
denominations of the Middle Eastern world, including Greek, Syrian, Coptic 
and Armenian Orthodox. Evangelical churches were represented by the 
Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Lutheran and Congregational Churches. Also 
observers attended from the Maronite Catholic Church. 


EPS 


3 No.22, — 10 August, $976 


WOMEN THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS DISCUSS 
MINISTRY AND THEOLOGY 


Cartigny (EPS) - An international group of women theological students from 
the five continents met recently in a consultation to share their visions 

for their vocations within their churches and to discuss the opportunities 
and difficulties they encounter. Organized by the World Council of Churches 
Sub-unit on Women in Church and Society, the meeting was held at Cartigny, 
Switzerland, 24-30 July. Fifty-three women from 25 countries, from Orthodox, 
Roman Catholic, and Protestant Churches, attended. 


The consultation was planned to find out more about the contributions women 
are making in the life of the Church and how young women studying theology 
view issues of ministry and theology. 


WCC staff members Dr. C.S. Song, Mr. Victor Hsu, and Dr. Baldwin Sjollema 
each addressed the consultation. Dr. Song, on doing theology from an Asian 
perspective; Mr. Hsu, on human rights and Dr. Sjollema, on the Programme to 
Combat Racism. 


Dr. Philip Potter, general secretary of the WCC, also spoke to participants 
and responded to questions about the ecumenical movement. 


Mercy Oduyoye, a theological educator in Nigeria, along with the six 
participants from Africa, led a presentation on the ministry of women in 
Africa. Lois Montgomery, from the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, 
chaired a session on vocation and ministry in which she asked the women to 
reflect on their own personal experience and to develop from them concepts 
on the challenges for ministry. 


Participants found a great deal of mutual support for their vocations and 
ministry in the Church. Though in some countries many women study theology, 
in others women theological students are a minority. In this situation they 
often feel isolated and frustrated in their attempts to make a place for 
women. Knowing other women are working in other places for the same kinds 
of goals gave them a sense of strength and support. 


Although ordination is an inevitable issue in discussions among women in 
ministry, it did not prove to be a problem during the conference. Most 
important to the students were the broader questions of ministry: What is 
ministry? How do we minister? What do women bring to ministry that is 
different from the contributions of men? How do we celebrate the feminine 
in our ministry? How do we achieve wholeness? 


Interest groups discussed such subjects: Women and Emerging Theologies; 
Spirituality; Christ and Culture; Contextual Theology; Ministry; and Theologic 
Education. _The Consultation recommended that the WCC and its member Churches 
provide continuing possibilities for ecumenical, international exchange among 
women theology students. 

EPS 
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REACTIONS ON DEATH OF 
POPE PAUL VI 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches was among the many individuals 
and organizations who sent messages to the Vatican following the sudden 
death of Pope Paul VI last Sunday, 6th August. The text of the WCC message 
signed by the Moderator of the Central Committee, Archbishop Edward Scott, 
Anglican Primate of Canada, and General Secretary, Dr. Philip A. Potter, said: 


"On behalf of the World Council of Churches we express our deepest 
sympathy with the members of the Roman Catholic communion in the great 
loss they have sustained by the sudden death of His Holiness Pope Paul VI. 
We recall with special gratitude the visit of His Holiness to Geneva in 
1969 and the keen interest he showed in all our activities. You are 
assured of our prayers at this time of grief. 


The fifteen years of the pontificate of His Holiness Pope Paul VI will be 
remembered as a crucial period in both the life of the Roman Catholic Church 
and that of all other Christian churches. During these years the foundation 
has been laid for a new and lasting communion among all Christian churches. 
The openness towards other churches so strongly desired by the Second Vatican 
Council and expressed in the decree on ecumenism, has been developed step by 
step and has become an irreversible reality. Pope Paul VI constantly sought 
to promote and deepen mutual understanding among the churches; this was 
evidenced by his great enthusiasm for the establishment of a Joint Working 
Group between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches. 
His personal commitment both to the tradition of his own church and to the 
cause of unity, evidenced through a life of deep devotion and humility, and 
his keenness on the church's evangelical witness, have radiated far beyond 
the boundaries of the Roman Catholic Church. 


Pope Paul VI understood his ministry as an instrument in the service of 
peace in the world and indefatigably recalled the duty of the church and 
indeed of every member of the church to contribute to overcoming the menace 
of war. He encouraged a more vigorous witness to justice for the poor and 
the oppressed. The encyclical Populorum Progressio found a strong echo in 
the hearts of all Christians concerned with the destructive forces of 
injustice. His personal example and his suffering for the maintenance of 
peace have left a deep impression at a time when relations among the nations 
are in a state of such extreme fragility. His pontificate will be remembered 
as the period in which many Roman Catholic Christians have discovered new 
perspectives of witness and action in the life of society. It will also be 
remembered by the personal and friendly contacts established by His Holiness 


with the leaders of other communions. 


When Pope Paul visited Geneva he spoke of the World Council of Churches as 
"the marvellous movement of Christians - of the children of God who are 
scattered abroad, who are now searching for a recomposition in unity". 

He underlined the qualities required for that search - faithfulness to 
Christ and to His Word, humility before the working of His Spirit within us, 
service to one another. All who were present will never forget the visible 
emotion with which he spoke and remember with gratitude his deep concern for 
the future of Christian witness in the world. 


(more) 
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The world's Anglican bishops attending the 11th Lambeth Conference at 
Canterbury said they were "profoundly moved at the death of the Holy 


Father, our Brother in Christ", and offered their "heartfelt condolences 
in Christian fellowship". 


In a statement the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Donald Coggan, spoke of 
the Pope's "gentle firmness", of his desire for unity, and of his 
determination to carry his burden of responsibility to the end despite 
the frailty and pain of his increasing years. 


The Lutheran World Federation, in a statement issued in the name of its 
General Secretary, Rev. Dr. Carl Mau, said that it was under Pope Paul's 
leadership since the Second Vatican Council that a significant convergence 
of life and thought between Roman Catholics and Lutherans has been made 
possible. "We are also appreciative of his concern for world peace", the 
message went on, "a concern which led him to seek reconciliation between 
many parts of this broken world." 


The Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I, declared that Pope Paul was one of 

the great Popes of our century and he can be said to be without hesitation 
the Pope of renewal in the Roman Catholic Church, of reconciliation between 
Christians, of understanding and cooperation between all religions; as the 
defender of and worker for human dignity, with particular emphasis and 
affection towards the forgotten marginalised people, as the defender of human 
rights and of the suppression of racial discrimination; as the defender of 
religious liberty and as the champion of peace in the world. 


The Acting General Secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches, 
Mr. Sarwat G. Shehata, in his message said that ''Pope Paul will be 
remembered in Africa not only because he was the first Pontiff to visit 
the continent: but most especially for capturing the spirit of the times 
and encouraging the indigenization of the Catholic Church in Africa." 


"By encouraging the expression of the universal faith in the cultural 
context, Pope Paul also contributed significantly to incarnating the 
faith in Africa." 


EPS 
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WCC GRANT TO PATRIOTIC FRONT 
OF ZIMBABWE 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches, through its Officers, today 
announced that it would make a grant of US $ 85,000 to the Patriotic Front 
of Zimbabwe from its Special Fund to Combat Racism. The grant is to be 
made in accordance with the criteria of the Fund to the food, health, 
social, educational and agricultural programmes run by the two wings of 


the Patriotic Front (ZANU and ZAPU) for Zimbabweans in Botswana, Mozambique 
and Zambia. 


At its meeting in August, 1977 the Executive Committee of the World Council 
of Churches entrusted to the WCC Officers a review of the total situation 
and a decision concerning the grant. 


In making their decision the Officers recognized that the internal settlement, 
which has been accepted by other liberation groups, leaves the illegal white 
minority régime still in effective control and gives it a veto over real 
change for the next decade. It does not provide, as it purports to do, for 
"one man, one vote', because its retention of preferential voting rights 

for the whites and of a parliamentary system based on racialist principles 
means that the vote of a white person will carry more than nine times as 

much weight as a black person's. Its specially entrenched constitutional 
provisions mean that whites will retain control of the key areas of the 
society, including the security forces, the judiciary and the public services. 


Since March the régime has vastly increased the scale of its aggression and 
oppression against those who oppose the settlement, both internally and 
outside the country (as shown most recently by the invasion of Mozambique 
on 31 July). The consequent heightened military activity by the Patriotic 
Front has inevitably added to the tragedy of suffering of the people in 
Rhodesia. 


The internal settlement is clearly opposed to the principles underlying 
the Anglo-American proposals, which were formulated in September 1977 
after discussion with all the parties to the dispute. These proposals 
include the following elements: 


- the surrender of power by the illegal régime and a return to 
legality; 


- an orderly and peaceful transition to independence during 1978; 


- free and impartial elections on the basis of universal adult 
suffrage within six months of the return to legality; and 


- an independence constitution providing for a democratically 
elected government, the abolition of discrimination, the 
protection of individual human rights and the independence of . 
the judiciary. 


The proposals are patently in keeping with the tenor of repeated WCC 
statements on Zimbabwe and provide a basis for negotiations to end the 
war which is rapidly becoming more bitter and widespread. 


The WCC continues to support efforts to achieve a just and peaceful 
settlement through negotiations involving all the parties concerned and 


in the interests of them all. 
(more) 
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The Special Fund of the Programme to Combat Racism derives its income 
primarily from the designated gifts from local churches and individuals 
and has also received support from the Swedish, Norwegian and Netherlands 
governments. The last grants, given in August 1977, totalled $ 530,000, 
and were distributed to 35 groups in 14 countries. After seven allocations 
from the fund the amount disbursed totals $ 2,640,000, slightly more than 
half of this (US $ 1,485,045) has gone to Southern Africa. 
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POTTER APPEALS AGAINST 
MAHLANGU DEATH PENALTY 


Geneva (EPS) - Dr. Philip Potter, General Secretary of the World Council 

of Churches has cabled the State President of the Republic of South Africa, 
Nicolaas J. Diederichs, appealing for a reprieve from the death penalty 
for Solomon Mahlangu. The cable reads: 


"The World Council of Churches appeals to your Excellency as State 
President of the Republic of South Africa to reprieve Solomon Mahlangu, 
now under sentence of death. It makes this appeal on the basis of its 
conviction that all human life is sacred, and that any imposition of 
the death penalty is an affront to God and man." 


"Although Mahlangu was involved in an incident which tragically resulted 

in two deaths, he was not himself the killer. Nor is he an ordinary 
criminal, but rather a youngster who has lived through the horror of 

Soweto in June 1976 and who is dedicated to the building of a better and 
more just society for all South Africans. To spare his life would be a 
statesmanlike act, and one potent to offer healing to South Africa's wounds." 
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CLEAR "YES" TO CHRISTIAN HOPE 
FROM FAITH AND ORDER MEETING ; 


Bangalore, South India (EPS) - "The Christian hope is a resistance movement 
against fatalism',declared the Faith and Order Commission of the World 
Council of Churches at the close of its two-week long session at the 
Ecumenical Christian Center at Whitefield, near Bangalore. 


In a strongly worded "common account of hope”, the 18 participants coming 
from 58 countries and representing almost all Christian confessions stated 
unanimously that "the ultimate hope in the lordship of Christ and the coming 
kingdom of God cannot be divorced from, or identified with, our historical 
hopes for freedom, justice, equality and peace." 


The commission affirmed that "there are common Christian commitments and 

that concerted action is possible" in face of common threats to survival and 
dignity. "Bach rightful action counts because God blesses it'', said the meeting 
and "hope lives with special power in small actions." 


But the commission warned fellow Christians at the same time that “our life in 
hope is not a guarantee of safety, but an invitation to take the risk." 


Assessing the present state of the churches, the commission "felt ashamed" 
that "the common hope is so obscured that it is almost unrecognizable". 
Participants referred to the open wounds in the body of the church, created 
by such actions as taking sideswith the powerful and privileged, and "more 
scandalous still" the lack of common eucharist among all Christians. 


The commission stressed the 'need for a vertebrate ecumenism with a strong 
spine consisting of a common confession of the apostolic faith,full mutual 
recognition and means whereby the churches may teach, speak and act together." 


The participants made a fresh attempt at a "common confession of faith" trying 
to express what binds the churches together today. It is not meant to improve 
or replace the ancient creeds of the church but to be a "sign of our reconciliation . 


In this connection the work started by Faith and Order in an earlier consultation 
in Odessa (USSR) on the teaching authority of the church got many fresh impulses 
here. 


Secondly, in the discussion on "conciliar fellowship" - a concept warmly 
welcomed by the churches since the WCC's Nairobi Assembly - the commission 
pointed to the ecclesiological implications and the links such a concept has 
with other concepts now used to describe the nature of the church. 


Thirdly, the commission asked for a revised version of the statements on 
"One baptism, one eucharist and a mutually recognized ministry" and for 
continued reactions from the churches, in order to reach a consensus on these 


issues. Among items for special attention are the role of episcopacy and the 
ordination of women. 


The meeting also firmly established the study on community of women and men in 
the church by providing a detailed plan for its progress. A series of regional 
consultations and working groups will prepare the input for an international 
conference to be held on this issue in 1980. 


Commission members were asked to help ensure the widest possible use of the 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle, soon to be published. "To pray for another church 

requires an energy of will and imagination, a deliberate enterprise, first 

of thankfulness and then of care and compassion," said the commission. 


3 liye 
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The prayer cycle, in daily use during the Bangalore meeting, will be 
available to the churches and interested groups before the end of 1978. 


Assessing the links between interchurch aid and the growing together of 
the churches, the commission recommended projects which are specifically 
aimed at achieving local unity and the inner renewal of the church. 
"Country programmes" were welcomed, whereby churches in one place together 
establish priorities for mission and share their own available resources 
before receiving jointly any material aid from outside. The commission 
also proposed that "giving churches" should be encouraged to make a united 
_response to interchurch aid appeals. 


Finally, the commission discussed the interplay between new ecumenical 
experiences and existing ecumenical structures. In the post-Bangalore 
period, Faith and Order was urged to give more attention to these new 
experiences. Existing councils of churches were asked to question how 
far their programmes institutionalize the division of their member churches 
and to assess the concrete ways they see themselves promoting Christian 
unity. 

EPS 


FIRST REACTIONS TO 
ANTI-RACISM GRANT 


Geneva (EPS) - Reaction to the latest grant from the Special Fund of the 
WCC's Programme to Combat Racism (US$ 85,000 to the Patriotic Front of 
Zimbabwe) has ranged from sharp criticism, especially in the U.K. and U.S., 
to favourable responses, especially in Third World countries. 


The Salvation Army, in an announcement from its London headquarters, has 
suspended its membership in the WCC, pending further inquiries about the 
grant. WCC acting general secretary Wesley Kenworthy expressed regret at 
the Salvation Army announcement and said:"The Council trusts that the answers 
to the questions raised will enable the Salvation Army to stay within the 
ecumenical fellowship, which has been greatly enriched by the Army's record 
of Christian witness and service." 


Meanwhile, reports from Salisbury indicate that the joint white and black 
Salvation Army leadership there is deeply concerned about the decision taken 
in London. The directors are worried that the suspension may be interpreted 
as opposition to the guerrillas. 


The money in question was given to the Patriotic Front's two wings, ZANU and 
ZAPU, for food, health, social and agricultural programmes they run for 
Zimbabweans in Botswana, Mozambique and Zambia. 


A background paper on the decision by the WCC officers to grant the money is 
available from the WCC's Department of Communication. It offers four pages 
of questions and answers concerning the latest grant and the history behind it. 


EPS 
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ONCE BANNED VOICE 
CAN BE HEARD AGAIN 


Johannesburg (EPS) - Removal of the government ban on the black ecumenical 
newspaper The Voice has been greeted with much joy by the South African 
Council of Churches (SACC). 


The Council learnt on 24 August that there are no longer any restrictions 
on publishing the paper that has won widespread respect for its coverage 
of racial issues. 


SACC communication director, David Wanless, told the World Council of Churches: 
"We have known the editor of The Voice, Revelation Ntoula, as a committed and 
concerned Christian, who, together with his staff, has sought to highlight the 
many injustices prevalent in South Africa, and to propose the radical, peaceful 
changes that would help to make South African society conform more closely to 
Christian norms. 


"We welcome the action of the authorities in allowing The Voice to resume 
publication unhindered, in the knowledge that there is yet much to be done 
before all the people of South Africa experience the joy of total liberation, 
for which The Voice has consistently called." 

EPS 


RUSSELL MEANS' HUNGER STRIKE 
DRAWS ECUMENICAL CONCERN 


Geneva (EPS) - With the hunger strike by imprisoned American Indian Movement 
leader Russell Means now in its sixth week, fears are growing for his survival, 
and for the Native American reaction that might follow if his protest ended 
fatally. 


The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) in the United States has 
taken initiatives in raising public awareness and concern for Means, who is 
serving a four year sentence at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, for creating a 
disturbance at the trial of Sara Bad Heart Bull. 


The World Council of Churches support for the NCCC USA initiatives has been 
expressed in a telegram signed by Mr. Leopoldo Niilus, director of the WCC's 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, and sent to Bill Wipfler, 
director of the NCCC's Human Rights Division. 


WCC interest in the case was raised after a visit to the U.S. by Council staff 
member Pascal de Pury, who was told by an American Indian Movement leader 
John Thomas of widespread fears of disturbance and angry reaction by Indian 
people should Means die. "We don't need any more martyrs, we've already got 
plenty," said Thomas. 


Overseas interest in the native American cause was heightened last year by a 
UN conference on discrimination against indigenous peoples, held in Geneva. 
On that occasion Russell Means and other Indian leaders frequently visited 
the Ecumenical Centre. From 1973 - 1976 the American Indian Movement which 
Means represents received grants from the Special Fund of the WCC's Programme 
to Combat Racism. 

EPS 
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ELECTION OF NEW POPE DRAWS 
WORLD COUNCIL'S WARM RESPONSE 


Geneva (EPS) - The election of Cardinal Albino Luciani to the papacy drew 
warm messages of joy and prayerful assurance from the World Council of 
Churches, both in the person of its General Secretary, Dr. Philip Potter, 

and the Council's Commission on Faith and Order, meeting in Bangalore, India. 


Dr. Philip Potter's statement, issued on the evening of the papal election, 

! 
said: "By choosing to be known as John Paul, the new Pope identifies himself 
with the Vatican II tradition of his immediate predecessors. 


"The Council looks forward to the development of that tradition which has 


brought ever increasing ecumenical cooperation and understanding in recent 
years. 


"To that growing spirit of cooperation, the new Pope brings his own qualities 
of openness and pastoral sensitivity, so evidently displayed in his life of 
devoted service as shepherd of his people. 


"The World Council of Churches and its member churches offer their fervent 
prayers that the new Pope and the Roman Catholic Church will be richly 
blessed as they seek to witness sae tothe world the eid canto power of 
Christ in these critical times. 


Two days after making this statement Dr. Potter made a guest appearance on 


Swiss television in Geneva, and described his experience in 1974 as 
a guest of Pope John Paul I, who was then Archbishop of Venice. 


From Bangalore, the WCC' s Faith and Order Commission triennial meeting issued 
the following: message to the new Pope, who had himself addressed the commission 
two months before his election. The message, signed by Commission moderator 
Dr. Nikos Nissiotis, and director Dr. Lukas Vischer, begins by respectfully 
greeting his Holiness Pope John Paul I, then continues: 


"We are 170 Christians representing many different traditions, who have 
been charged by our churches to 'give a common account of the hope that 
is within us' and to seek for ways of ‘growing together into unity'. 


"Deepening the preparatory work undertaken two months ago by a group of 
theologians in Venice, we find with joy that we share not only one common, 
basic hope, but also many spiritual riches, in faith and in our Christian 
life. We experience that communion, already real, albeit still incomplete, 
which binds us together in Christ. 


"We turn to the past and we give thanks that all Christians have already 
walked so far together, especially since the Second Vatican Council. 


"We look to the future, and we want to make even greater efforts to respond, 
with all our heart, to our Saviour's prayer ‘that they all may be one that 
the world may believe’. 


"On this ecumenical pilgrimage to the full unity of all those who bear the 
name of Christ and want to be his witnesses throughout the world, our 
respectful and fraternal prayers are with your Holiness as in the Roman 
Catholic Church you become Bishop of the Church which 'presides in love'. 


(more) 
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"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the all- 
merciful Father, the God whose consolation never fails us. He comforts 
us in all our troubles, so that we in turn may be able to comfort others 
in any trouble of theirs, and to share with them the consolation we 
ourselves receive from God (II Cor. 1:3-4)." 


But not all the messages this month have been going from the WCC to the 

Vatican. In a telegram received on 24 August, Bishop Torrella and the 

staff of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity share their thanks 

to God "for 30 years of devoted service to the ecumenical movement by 

the World Council of Churches. Our prayers go with you in your continuing 
efforts for restoration of unity among all Christians," 

EPS 


WCC's ANTI-RACISM WORK IS 
DESCRIBED AT UN CONFERENCE 


Geneva (EPS) - Controversy over a draft declaration which condemned existing 
and increasing relations "between the Zionist state of Israel and the racist 
regime of South Africa" and "the racial discrimination" by Israel against 
Palestinians and other inhabitants of the occupied Arab territories, led to 
the UN-sponsored Conference’ on Racism and Racial Discrimination, held here 
14-25 August, ending in disarray. . 


But before many western countries walked out on the last day, the conference 

had considered a wide variety of presentations describing progress in the 
struggle against racism. Among them was a written statement from the World 
Council of Churches, summarizing the work of its Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) 


The four-page document, issued by the WCC's Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, outlines the origins of the PCR which represents a 
"profound departure by the WCC from its largely uncontroversial practice of 
denouncing racism and succouring its victims". 


The document also highlights new directions in PCR work, especially in land 
rights of racially oppressed minorities in North and South America, Australia 
and New Zealand. 


On the question of supporting those who turn to armed struggle as a means of 
fighting oppression, the document quotes from a 1971 WCC Central Committee 
document as the most relevant statement on the subject: 


"The churches must always stand for the liberation of the oppressed and of 
victims of violent measures which deny basic human rights. It (the Central 
Committee) calls attention to the fact that violence is in many cases inherent 
in the status quo. Nevertheless, the WCC does not and cannot identify itself 
completely with any political movement, nor does it pass judgement on those 
victims of racism who are driven to violence as the only way left to them to 
redress grievances and so open the way for a new and more just order." 


The document then suggests: "It is necessary to ask those non-pacifists who 
question the legitimacy of the armed struggle of the oppressed to define 
violence with an accuracy which matches the vehemence of their condemnation 
of it, and to state clearly why they deny others the right to use a means 
which they regard as legitimate in their own hands (e.g. the war against 
Facism for which many racially oppressed people gave their lives)." 

EPS 
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greeting his Holiness Pope John Paul I, then continues: 


"We are 170 Christians representing many different traditions, who have 
been charged by our churches to 'give a common account of the hope that 
is within us’ and to seek for ways of ‘growing together into unity'. 


"Deepening the preparatory work undertaken two months ago by a group of 
theologians in Venice, we find with joy that we share not only one common, 
basic hope, but also many spiritual riches, in faith and in our Christian 
life. We experience that communion, already real, albeit still incomplete, 
which binds us together in Christ. 


"We turn to the past and we give thanks that all Christians have already 
walked so far together, especially since the Second Vatican Council. 


"We look to the future, and we want to make even greater efforts to respond, 
with all our heart, to our Saviour's prayer ‘that they all may be one that 
the world may believe’. 


"On this ecumenical pilgrimage to the full unity of all those who bear the 
name of Christ and want to be his witnesses throughout the world, our 
respectful and fraternal prayers are with your Holiness as in the Roman 
Catholic Church you become Bishop of the Church which 'presides in love’. 
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"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the all- 
merciful Father, the God whose consolation never fails us. He comforts 
us in all our troubles, so that we in turn may be able to comfort others 
in any trouble of theirs, and to share with them the consolation we 
ourselves receive from God (II Cor. 1:3-4)." 


But not all the messages this month have been going from the WCC to the 

Vatican. In a telegram received on 24 August, Bishop Torrella and the 

staff of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity share their thanks 

to God "for 30 years of devoted service to the ecumenical movement by 

the World Council of Churches. Our prayers go with you in your continuing 
efforts for restoration of unity among all Christians," 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS - AN EXERCISE 
IN DISCOVERING THE INTERCONNECTIONS 


Geneva (EPS) - A renewed awareness of just how inter-related international 
issues such as militarism and human rights really are, emerged as a central 
feature of the latest meeting of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs (CCIA) held here 21-26 August. 


The theme of inter-relatedness was highlighted in the opening report from 
CCIA director Mr. Leopoldo J. Niilus, who warned against the feeling of 
powerlessness created by all these interlinking threats to survival. The 
commission called for a "fresh theological examination of the nature of 
power and the way it is exercised both overtly and covertly in the modern 
world". 


Inter-relatedness was further underlined by regional reports presented by 
commission members, which took up a day and a half of the meeting. The 
reports reflected the importance given to understanding the distinctively 
local and regional characteristics of each global issue. Even closer 
cooperation between the CCIA and regional bodies was called for, especially 
in planning and coordinating consultations. 


Close contact between the CCIA and United Nations activities was also welcomed 
at the five-day meeting. This contact has been further strengthened recently 
by the appointment of a full-time CCIA staff person to work on liaison with 
the UN in New York. The commission encouraged increased participation and 
understanding by member churches in UN programmes, and praised the churches' 
involvement in the recent UN Special Session on Disarmament. 


Other CCIA programme thrusts that received endorsement at this 33rd meeting 

of the commission included the considerable work done on militarism and the 
armaments race. The list of related areas most in need of further study 

includes doctrines of national security - especially in light of Christian 
understandings of security; the intertwining of economic and military interests; 
the growth of military-related technology that creates its own "mad momentum" 
and the need for strengthening existing machinery provided by the UN and other 
bodies for the peaceful resolution of conflict. 


Major attention was given to the CCIA's work on human rights. A newly 
appointed advisory group on the subject was launched along with a study 
programme that will involve world confessional families in helping to find 

a more precise theological basis for human rights activities. The commission 
gave special stress to the need for "advancing beyond a mere description of 

a human rights situation to a more analytical study of the causes of that 
situation." 


The setting for the meeting was Foyer John Knox, a church conference centre in 
a quiet, tree-lined corner of Geneva. But the meeting's calm was disturbed on 
its last day by news of a hijacked airliner landing at the airport nearby. 
Commission members who were expecting relatives and friends to arrive on the 
flight spent an anxious day. The hijack (which later appeared to be a hoax) 
gave new immediacy to the critical issues under debate. In the context of the 
meeting, the incident proved to be a minor one, but it gave special point to 
one earlier resolution calling for study of "the effects of terrorism (and 


the measures taken to prevent it) on respect for human rights". 
EPS 
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LAMBETH BISHOPS SPEAK OUT 
WHILE THEY WAIT ON GOD 


Canterbury (EPS) - Even though the Lambeth Conference of 434 Anglican 
bishops that ended here on 13 August was primarily intended to be a time of 
"prayer and waiting on God", the last days of the three week assembly 
nevertheless produced some clear resolutions for shaping the denomination's 
next decade. 


The issue of women's ordination to the priesthood, which drew greatest 
interest outside the conference, but resulted in an unexpectedly calm debate 
inside, was finally resolved in a motion that declared "its acceptance of 
those member churches which now ordain women ... and those who do not". 

Both groups were urged to respect each other's convictions on the matter. 


Recognizing that this decision may disappoint the Roman Catholic, Orthodox 
and Old Catholic Churches, the conference made it clear that "the holding 
together of diversity within a unity of faith and worship is part of the 
Anglican heritage". The same resolution expressed hope that the dialogue 
between Anglicans and these other churches would continue. 


Other Lambeth resolutions covered a wide span of ecumenical issues with a 
clear emphasis on developing bilateral conversations with world confessional 
families. The unity of all Christians together was often invoked but rarely 
translated by the conference into specific proposals. 


The World Council of Churches itself did win strong support in a motion that 
reaffirmed the Anglican Communion's support for the WCC as "the most 
comprehensive expression of the ecumenical movement and also the chief vehicle 
of worldwide ecumenical cooperation and service." 


The motion on the WCC coincided with the announcement of a grant to the 
Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe from the Special Fund of the Programme to Combat 
Racism. As a result, this issue preoccupied the bishops' debate and resulted 
in an amendment asking the WCC "to accept the guidance" of the conference's 
earlier statement on war and violence. 


That statement stressed the seriousness of "the questions which the teaching 
of Jesus places against violence in human relationships", and in accord with 
earlier WCC studies on the subject, highlighted the many faceted nature of 
violence, including the state-sanctioned violence of war. 


In another Lambeth statement on the subject, made under the heading of 
"human rights and dignity", and begun by an African initiative, Christians 


were urged "not to abandon (people struggling for freedom) even if the struggle 
becomes violent". 


On the subject of a "conserving and more human society", the conference approved 
a statement that appealed to governments for a new economic order that would 
secure fair prices for raw materials while maintaining fair prices for 
manufactured goods. The bishops also backed progressive world disarmament 

and restraints on the development of nuclear energy. Their statement also 
challenged assumptions that "more is better" and "having is being" and warned 


against international disaster if present attitudes and expectations don't 
change. 


A comprehensive report on the Lambeth Conference will appear in the 1 October 
1ssue of One World, the WCC's monthly magazine. 


EPS 
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NAMIBIA DEPORTATION DEPLORED 
AND CHURCHES WITNESS PRAISED 


Geneva (EPS) - The deportation of two church leaders from Namibia has 

drawn a strong protest from the World Council of Churches. In a statement 
signed by Archbishop E.W. Scott, Moderator of the WCC, and WCC General 
Secretary Dr. Philip Potter, issued on 7 August, the WCC "deplores the 
decision announced by the Administrator-General of Namibia on 14 July to 
deport Fr. Heinz Hunke, of the Roman Catholic Church, and Edward Morrow, 
Vicar-General of the Anglican Diocese of Damaraland, with his wife Laureen. 


"This arbitrary action can|only call into grave question South Africa's 
good faith in its preparations for terminating its illegal occupation of 
Namibia and at last allowing the country to move to independence under the 
auspices of the United Nations. The chances of a peaceful transition to 
independence are gravely threatened by actions of this sort, undertaken by 
the occupying forces outside the normal processes of the law, whose 
protection has been denied to Fr. Hunke and to Fr. and Mrs. Morrow. 


"These deportations are only the latest in a long series of acts designed 
to harass the Namibian churches, as shown by South Africa's earlier 
deportations of Anglican Bishops Mize, Winter, Wood, as well as other clergy 
serving the Namibian churches. The WCC gives thanks for the faithful witness 
of the churches in Namibia. By these latest deportations the South African 
Government unwillingly recognizes their fidelity to the Gospel." 


EPS 
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2175 


August 16th to 30th 1978 at the Christian Ecumenical Centre at Whitefield, 
near Bangalore (South India), The main focus of its work was Christian hope 
and its relevance to the challenges of our time. The Commission also examined 
the future work needing to be done in the continuing quest for unity among 

the churches. 

(2174) The discussions were presided over by John Deschner (1.) and Nikos 
Nissiotis (r.), Moderator of the Commission, assisted by L. Vischer, Director 
of the Faith and Order Secretariat. 

The 180 participants (including 120 Commission members) came from more than 

50 countries and represented almost the entire range of Christian confessions. 
Among them were (1. to r.) : (2178) Jeanne A. Powers (USA), Paolo Ricca 
(Italy), Kelly Smith (USA), Wolfahrt Pannenberg (FRG), Lucien Morren (Belgium), 
Samuel Rayan (India) and Florence Mahoney (Gambia). 

(2172) Thomas Derr (USA), Samuel Amirtham and M.M. Thomas (India). 

(2173) Among the distinguished guests and speakers was George Fernandes (r.), 
Indian Minister of Industry. 

(2175) Service in the Indian tradition. 

(2176) Vatican representative Fr. Pierre Duprey addresses the Commission 
members during one of their regular worship services. 

(2177) Ursula Radke (GDR), Urbano Zilles (Brazil), Juan Gutierrez (Peru). 
(2179) Women and young people made a vital contribution to the discussions. 
(2180) Adolfo Ham (Cuba), Chai-Yon Choo (Korea) and Kaiji Ogawa (Japan). 
(2181) André Mampila (Zaire), John Hopko (USA), 
Nicolas Lossky (France) and Metropolitan 
Damaskinos (CH). 


(2182) Rev. Stephen Cranford (USA), Paul Crow 
(USA), Rev. M.A. Thomas (India), Kosuke Koyama 
(Japan). 

(Photos: J.-J. Bauswein / WCC). 


11th LAMBETH CONFENCE 


(2167) The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Donald Coggan presides over the 
eucharist at the opening service of the Lambeth Conference, on 23 July. 

(2168) Bishops from the Church of West Africa in the colourful procession 

during the Opening Service at Canterbury Cathedral. 

(2169) While the bishops were having their official photograph taken at the 
University of Kent, one year old Geneviéve Smith, provided an unofficial 
interruption. She won episcopal applause for her run. 

(2170) New Zealand batsman bishop Paul Reeves hits out in a cricket match 

between the bishops and a Kent team. Fieldsmen include Bishop Gilbert Baker, 
Hong Kong; Bishop Rhynold Sanana from Papua New Guinea and Bishop John Kirkham 
from Sherborne. The bishops won. 

(2171) South African bishop Desmond Tutu, General Secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches reads a lesson during a special service held on the steps of 
St. Martins-in-the-Fields in London. The worship event was held on behalf of the 
people of Crossroads, a shanty town outside Cape Town, South Africa, under threat 
of destruction. 


Photos John Miles 


Photos are available from the World Council of Churches, Film and Visual Arts Department, 


photo oikoumene P.O.B. 66, 1211 Geneva, at the cost of Sw Fr. 20.—, or equivalent in your currency. 
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UK's CATHOLICS REVEAL MAJORITY 
APPROVAL OF CONTRACEPTIVES 


London (EPS) - Two thirds of British Catholics and three quarters of those 
under 35 approve of the use of artificial contraceptives in marriage, 
according to a Gallup poll survey quoted by the Independent Television 
Programme "'Credo" Sunday, 10 September. 


Asked whether they approved or disapproved of the use of contraceptives in 
marriage,64 per cent of a random sample of 301 practising Catholics said they 
did and 24 per cent said they did not. Of those between the ages of 16 and 

24 the percentage in favour of contraception was 76 and against only 15, 

and of those aged between 25 and 34 the percentages were 79 and 15. 


The findings formed part of the Galluppoll commissioned by the "Catholic 
Herald" in connection with its survey of its readers' opinions published 

18 months ago in March 1977. The "Catholic Herald" decided not to publish 
the answer to the question on birth control at that time because it was felt 
these findings would divert attention from the rest of the survey. 


The findings were quoted in a programme on the division of opinion among 
Catholics over birth control as one of the questions Pope Paul finds facing 
him as he begins his Pontificate. They are very much in line with what observers 
of the British Catholic scene had long estimated to be the case. 

EPS 


SONS OF GOD CANNOT BE PERMANENTLY 
UNEMPLOYED SAY BISHOPS 


London (EPS) - The urgent need for some practical alternative to growing 
structural unemployment has been underlined by the Catholic Bishops of 

England and Wales in a message to Catholic voters. The message was originally 
drawn up in expectation of an Autumn election but which is nevertheless 

being distributed to Catholics as they leave Church next Sunday (17 September). 


The Bishops point to concern that the present recession is different in kind 
from previous ones, with automation increasingly putting more and more 
people out of work. 


"Tt seems a counsel of despair to say that with all the modern technology 
available for the production of wealth all that can be offered is permanent 
unemployment with ' redundancy' payments and national assistance," they say. 
"The old incredible dilemma of poverty amidst plenty still faces us. We 
cannot believe that the Sons of God can be permanently 'redundant' in God's 
world." 


The Bishops' message is intended neither as an electoral address nor as a 
party manifestobut as a reminder in the first place that Catholic citizens 
ought to vote and to vote responsibly - which means that on certain matters 
they have to make a moral decision. 


(more) 


No. 24 - 14 September 1978 3 


The message pin-pointed the half-dozen matters which at the present moment 
seemed most urgent: unemployment; racism; the third world; disarmament, and 


respect for human life as exemplified in the two questions of abortion and 
euthanasia. 


"The matters we raise here as your Bishops all imply a certain concept of 


human dignity which we would suggest it is the duty of the state to uphold," 
the Bishops say. 


But Christians had no pocket calculators to give automatic ready solutions, 


they went on. Nor could they expect harassed MP's to provide an ideal state 
simply by voting for it. 


"Again, not all moral matters are proper subjects for legislation", they added. 
"To say so would be an intolerable interference with the liberty of the 
individual. But certain matters have such important consequences for the whole 
community that the moral law should be buttressed by the civil." 


EPS 
CHURCH LEADERS REACT TO RHODESIAN 
AIRLINE DISASTER 
Geneva (EPS) - Responding to the downing of a Rhodesian airliner by 


Patriotic Front forces a spokesman of the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
said that the Council "deeply deplores the reported shooting down of a 
Civilian aircraft in Rhodesia." 


The WCC spokesman, while deploring this action, strongly condemned the 
killings of thousands of defenceless African civilians in camps inside 
Rhodesia and in refugee camps in neighbouring countries. 


From South Africa, Bishop Desmond Tutu, general secretary of the South 
African Council of Churches (SACC), reacting to the reported slaying of 
victims of the same crash, said: "No condemnation can be strong enough for 
such a heartless act of slaying defenceless and helpless people. Our heart= 
felt sympathy goes to the relatives and friends." 


The WCC spokesman recalled that this latest action "reinforces" the Council's 
position "which supports efforts to achieve a just and peaceful settlement 
through negotiations involving all parties concerned and in the interests 

of them all." 


Bishop Tutu, in his statement, reiterated “our total abhorrence and opposition 


to violence in all its forms wherever it occurs". He continued: "We earnestly 
call on all in Rhodesia to spare no effort in finding a just settlement 
acceptable to all sections of Rhodesian society and to bring to a halt all 
the senseless ional and atrocities being committed in the name of law and 
order and liberation" 

EPS 
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ANGOLAN METHODIST MEET IN 
CONF ERENCE 


Luanda (EPS) - The benefits of a new life achieved since the independence 

of Angola from Portuguese colonialism was acknowledged by the 19th ordinary 
session of the Angola Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church which 
met in the Bethlehem Church in this city during August. 


Under the chairmanship of its presiding Bishop Emilio de Carvalho the confe- 
rence spent time analyzing the political situation on the continent of 
Africa and particularly in southern Africa where, a statement declared, 
"world imperialism tries to strengthen and perpetuate its activities of ex- 
ploitation of person by person" through the racialist minority regimes. 


A resolution passed by the conference "condemned and repudiated with vehemence" 
the repression and "genocide" being carried out against the peoples of Namibia, 
Zimbabwe and South Africa. The resolution also made reference to the attack 

on Angola by South African troops and condemned the "cowardly and barbarous 
massacre of the refugees and the population of Cassinga". 


The conference also declared its support for SWAPO (South-West Africa Peoples' 
Organization) the (Zimbabwe) Patriotic Front, the ANC of South Africa and 
"the policies of internationalist support of the front-line states". 


"Imperialist countries" were also asked by the conference to "cease their 
material and moral support to these regimes, and to be the messengers of 
peace in this part of our continent". 


In appealing to the Christian consciousness of the church around, the Angolan 
Methodists asked that Christians should condemn the racialist regimes in 
Southern Africa and "concretely and actively do all their best, in cooperation 
with their governments, in order to help as quickly as possible the acceleration 
of the process of liberation of Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa. 

EPS 


SUPPORT CAMPAIGN FOR AMERICAN INDIAN 
LEADER GROWS 


Sioux Falls, S.D. (EPS) - Russell Means, the imprisoned American Indian 
Movement leader, was taken to Sioux Valley hospital in Sioux Falls at the 
end of August following a Court Order aimed at breaking his six week long 
hunger strike. The Court ordered him to eat or to be fed intraveinously. 
After consultation with Chief Frank Fools Crow, Means agreed to receive food 
but to continue to fight his four-year sentence for creating a disturbance 
at the trial of Sara Bad Heart Bull in 1974, 


The responsibility for raising awareness of the case has been taken up by, among 
others, the National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) in the United States. 


A Russell Means defense fund is to be established on 16-17 September at a 
human rights rally to be held in Sioux Falls in support of Means. 


(more) 
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A letter of support from the Southern Christian Leadership Conference will 


be delivered to the National Congress of American Indians at its national 
meeting on 18 September. 


Russell Means has been a eg beng s visitor to the World Council of Churches 
especially during last year's Geneva UN Conference on discrimination against 
indigenous peoples. He represents the American Indian Movement which has 
received support from the Special Fund of the Programme to Combat Racism. 


The case of Russell Means is being interpreted as one of political detention and 
as such it is suggested that WCC member churches might make enquiries as to 
why Means is being held. 


EPS 
METROPOLITAN NIKODIM IS 
BURIED IN LENINGRAD 
Leningrad (EPS) - An impressive number of dignitaries of the Russian Orthodox 


Church, numerous church delegations from abroad and thousands of the faithful 
attended here on 10 September the funeral of Metropolitan Nikodim of Leningrad 
and Novgorod. A solemn mass was conducted by Metropolitan Juvenaly assisted 

by all the Bishops and Archbishops of the Leningrad area. The funeral service 
which followed was led by His holiness Patriarch Pimen of Moscow and All Russia. 


Most Orthodox Churches from Europe had sent high dignitaries to attend these 
ceremonies. The Vatican delegation was headed by Cardinal Jan Willebrands, 
president of the Secretariat for Christian Unity, who was present when Metro- 
politan Nikodim died of a heart attack on 5 September while in audience with 
newly elected Pope John Paul. The Archbishop of Canterbury was represented by 
Bishop Runcie of St. Albans co-president of the Anglican-Orthodox Commission. 
Archbishop Olof Sundby and Dr. Konrad Raiser, respectively president and deputy 
secretary-general of the Geneva based World Council of Churches represented 
this church organization to which the Russian Orthodox Church has been a member 
since 1961. The Lutheran World Federation, The World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches as well as most of the Protestant Churches from Eastern Europe were 
also represented. 


In his address Patriarch Pimen paid tribute to the great service rendered by 
Metropolitan Nikodim to the Church and to the whole Russian people. Metropolitan 
Juvenaly spoke about the end of an era in the history of the Russian Orthodox 
Church and of the deep ecumenical commitment of Metropolitan Nikodim who was, 
since 1975, one of the six presidents of the WCC. Archbishop Kyrill of Vyborg, 
who worked closely with Metropolitan Nikodim praised the extended pastoral 
work he carried during his last 15 years in the Leningrad diocese and the deep 
roots he showed in Russian piety. 

EPS 
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SECOND STUDY DOCUMENT FOR 
CWME 1980 CONFERENCE 


Geneva (EPS) - The WCCs Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) 
has just released its second preparatory document leading to the 1980 World 
Mission Conference in Melbourne under the theme "Your Kingdom Come". In a 
letter accompanying the document the director of CWME, Dr. Emilio Castro, 
termed this over 20 page document as being "merely an instrument to get us 
started, a tool to be used and then discarded" in a two year search into the 
issues related to the Conference theme. 


In his letter Emilio Castro points out that to do theology today, people 

need to be in the centre of the struggles in the community and to "search for 
signs of the Kingdom present in the midst of those conflicts". The paper is 
intended to provoke contributions from a variety of situations and from a large 
number of christian groups in order to discover jointly some of the priorities 
for a missionary approach and work in the years ahead. For this "we very 

much need the corrective your criticism can offer out of reflection on the 
themes within your own missionary situation" states Dr. Castro. 


The document now circulating among the CWME constituency and related bodies 
focusses on the Kingdom in relation to the crucified King, to the poor, to the 
struggles in history and to the communication of the Gospel. 

EPS 


US MEETING OF WCCs UNIT ON 
EDUCATION AND RENEWAL 


Stony Point, New York (EPS) - The World Council of Churches’ Programme Unit 

on Education and Renewal, meeting for the second time since the 5th Assembly 

in Nairobi (1975), concluded in full-scale discussions here with a renewed 
commitment on the part of all working group members to make known the aims 

and objects of the four sub-unit groupings in the total work of the WCC, 

and to reiterate the 5th Assembly charge that the unit "assist churches, through 
processes of education and renewal, to participate in the changes that 

Christian faith demands; in the renewal of the whole church; in the trans- 
formation of society, and in the strengthening of the ecumenical movement." 


The sub-units in the Unit III are: Renewal and Congregational Life; Education; 
Women in Church and Society, and Youth. 


More than 130.participants from 21 countires on all six continents were the 
guests of the United Presbyterian Church at their conference centre in Stony 
Point, 40 miles from New York city, from 28 August to 5 September. The delegates 
were welcomed to the country and the meeting by Dr. Oscar McCloud, a member 

of the WCC Executive Committee and director of the United Presbyterian Church 
Programme Agency in addition to being vice-moderator of the sub-unit on 

Renewal and Congregational Life. 


The meeting was held in the USA with the aim of deepening contacts between 
the staff and working group members and local church congregations and groups. 


(more) 
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Discussions were preceded by "forty-eight hours of living with the Bible" led 
by Dr. Hans-Ruedi Weber, the WCCs Director of Biblical Studies. Content was 
chosen from the parables of Jesus, from Jeremiah and from Ephesians. 


One feature of the programme was a presentation on the "American Scene". Three 
panelists presented the major problems facing US Churches today. These include 
their corporate style of operation, the gap between methods and style of biblical 
interpretation and issues of sexuality such as abortion and homosexuality. 


These problems were pin-pointed by Arthur J. Moore Jr. editor of the United 
Methodist Church's mission magazine "New World Outlook", Mr. Moore also high- 
lighted another problem which, he said, results from the questioning of "social 
assumptions we've always made concerning the benevolence of institutions, 
society and government. 


"Most people in the mainline denominations always assumed we have an activist 
stance - if something is wrong we start a programme or ask government to do 
something about it. We are going to have to examine our whole style", he 
concluded. 


The other panelists in the presentation were Claire Randall general secretary of 
the National Council of Churches, USA and Dorothy Height, a United Methodist 
who heads the National Council of Negro Women and is vice-president of the NCC. 


Dr. Cynthia Wedel of Washington, D.C. a WCC president gave the keynote address 

on "New Horizons in the Ecumenical Movement". She challenged the churches to 
"dream new dreams" to take account of the past and the "great changes that 

have taken place in the last thirty years". She warned that the world is "almost 
totally inter-dependent" and that "none of us is secure so long as any of us 

are oppressed or starving". She underlined the importance of women and youth in 
the ecumenical movement and advocated that additional efforts in the goals 

of these programmes be reinforced. 


Among projected meetings for the next two years are a first-time consultation 
with charismatic groups and a number of regional youth meetings leading up 
to a world assembly of youth in 1981. Other projects include a consultation on 
human relationships and sexual identity and a symposium on the theological 
anthropology of the child. 


Despite present financial stringencies, the final report of the meeting asserts: 
"Unit III finds itself in a stronger position to respond" to the mandate of the 
5th Assembly "than it has been for some time". 


Final reports of the Stony Point discussion with their specific recommendations 
are to be given to the WCCs review committee which meets this month. The 
meeting was chaired by Principal Olle Engstrom of Sweden, Moderator of Unit III. 


EPS 
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UNITY TALKS MUST ACCEPT CONVICTIONS 
ON WOMEN PRIESTS 


London (EPS) - The Church of England has been warned that further progress 
.towards unity with the free churches will require acceptance of the fact 
that these churches have women ministers and will neither abandon them nor 
go back on their conviction that it is right to ordain women. 


Preaching in Westminster Abbey on Sunday, 17 September,’ the Rev. Dr. John 
Huxtable, former Moderator of the United Reformed Church and now Executive 
Officer of the Churches' Unity Commission, recalled that while some of the 
churches involved in the Churches' Unity Commission had women ministers 

- some indeed for more than 50 years - the Church of England had yet to 
decide whether to ordain women to the priesthood. 


"But the churches which already have women ministers will not and cannot 

be expected to abandon them or to go back on their conviction that it is 
wholly right to ordain them," he said. "It should be possible in any 
agreement about mutual recognition of ministers to have an honourable under- 
standing that those with conscientious scruples about such ordinations need 
not make use of the services of such ordained women, but it must be clearly 
understood that mutual means mutual, and that without exception." 


(In approving the Churches’ Unity Commission's ten propositions as a basis 
for covenanting for unity last July, the Church of England's General Synod 
included among its conditions for entering into talks with the other churches 
involved the proviso "that such discussions in no way prejudge the admissi- 
bility and acceptability of women to the ordained ministry of the Church 

of England". During its next meeting the General Synod will decide on 

8 November whether the Church of England should go ahead with the ordination 
of women to the priesthood, but even if it decides in favour it is still 
expected to take at least five years to complete the legislation that would 
be needed to implement such a decision, while the very complexity of this 
legislative procedure will give ample opportunity for rearguard action aimed 
at reversing such a decision by bringing the whole process to a halt.) 


Earlier in his sermon Dr. Huxtable said that differences of conviction over 
the ordained ministry would remain irreconcilable as long as either party 
held that any modification of its position would amount to a betrayal of 
sacred truth or as long as any party insisted on conditions of recognition 
that involved virtual capitulation by the others. 


"That deadlock, it seems to me," he went on, "will remain as long as any 
party seeks to make the others what it now is; but what a transformation of 
the scene there would be if we could get past our overweening desire to make 
"the others' what 'we' now are and could focus our desire on all becoming what 
none of us now are but what the Lord of the Church wills all to become. 


"Can we really suppose that any two groups - or more - of Christians can 
unite without becoming different from what they were before? Is any so 
completely in accord with God's will that it does not need to repent and 
become different?" 

EPS 
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Embargoed until 0001 hours BST, Friday, 22 September, 1978 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND NEEDS £ 8 MILLION A YEAR MORE 
TO KEEP UP LEVEL OF ACTIVITY 


London (EPS) - Members of the Church of England are being asked to provide 
an extra £ 8 million this year and an extra £ 7 million on top of that 
next year towards the running costs of the national church - just to keep 
things going at the present level of activity. The apnveal marks a further 
shift in the church's pattern of income away from reliance on the 
endowments of the past towards reliance on giving by its actual present- 
day membership. 


The figures and the appeal come in a report on-the Church of England's 
finances 1976-1979 prepared by the joint liaison committee of the Church 
Commissioners and the Central Board of Finance - the successor body to the 
Archbishops’ Advisers on Needs and Resources. 


The eighth and final report by the Archbishops' Advisers, published in 1975, 
looked forward to lay giving rising from 34.8 million pounds in 1973 to 
53.4 million pounds in 1976 - a target that was not achieved, the figure 
reached being £ 48.7 million. 

EPS 


AACC REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
TO BE IN LOME : 


Lome (EPS) - The All Africa Conference of Churches has reached an agreement 
with the Government of Togo to establish its regional headquarters in Lome, 
Togo. The agreement was signed on 13 September by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation, Mr. Akakpo Ahianyo, on behalf of the Togolese 
government and Mr. Sarwat Shehata, AACC Acting General Secretary. 


Mr. Shehata thanked the Togolese Head of State for his approval of the 

AACC venture and praised the role played by the Republic of Togo in Western 
African politics and on the Pan African scene as well. He made reference 

to the reconciliatory efforts of President Eyadema, the head of the Togolese 
state. 


Replying to questions from the press, Mr. Shehata said that the regional 
office will not only serve the Churches of Western and Central 
Africa but will extend its ministry to other parts of Africa as well. 


According to the agreement, the AACC will enjoy in Lome all the privileges 
and immunities that will enable it to function as an international ~ 
organization. The ceremony was attended by the Chief of Protocol in the 
Foreign Ministry, the Chief of Cabinet and other personalities of the 
Foreign Ministry. 


On the AACC side there were in attendance Pastor Nomenyo, Vice President 
of the AACC general committee, Pastor Frangois Mbea the Associate General 
Secretary for Programme Coordination, Rev. Awume, the synod clerk of the 
Evangelical Church of Togo and Mr. Baffour Amoa, the accountant/office 
administrator. 

EPS 
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METHODISTS PLAN WORLD 
EVANGELISM PROGRAMME 


Lima (EPS) - A meeting of the World Evangelism Committee of the World 
‘Methodist Council, in Lima, Peru, heard Dr. Alan Walker, director of 
World Evangelism for the Council say, in his first report, that the 
volume of evangelical thought and activity round the world is amazing in 
the light of recent church activity. 


The committee was meeting under the chairmanship of Rev. George Sails, 
from London, and during a period when twenty Methodist leaders had been 
conducting missions and sharing in conferences on evangelism in many 
countries in Latin America. The committee was planning the thrust of the 
World Evangelism programme for the next three years. 


Dr. Walker also pointed out in his report that: "world evangelism is 
proclaiming a message which speaks to the world's condition now. Ia: 

draws its strength from the finest modern Biblical and theological scholar- 
ship. It expresses the double thrust of the authentic gospel, going far 
beyond personal pietism as it calls for social action and social justice. 
In a world of poverty and oppression it is presenting a Christ who is both 
an Emancipator and a Redeemer", Dr. Walker declared. 


Dr. Walker, an Australian, also believes that there is a new openness to 
the gospel which, he says, "offers an opportunity which must be seized 
before minds and hearts harden again." 

EPS 


ARCHBISHOP SCOTT TO VISIT 
GERMAN CHURCHES 


Frankfurt (EPS) - The Moderator of the Executive and Central Committees 

of the World Council of Churches, the Anglican Archbishop Edward W. Scott 
(59), will pay his first official visit to the Evangelical Church of 

Germany (EKD) from 24 - 26 September. Together with Bishop Helmut Class, 
Chairman of the Council of the EKD he will speak at Heilbronn on 24 September 
and the following day will meet members of the EKD Council and discuss with 
them contemporary ecumenical issues. 


During his stay in the Federal Republic of Germany the Canadian Anglican 
Primate will meet officials of the foreign relations department of the EKD 
in Frankfurt where he is also to give a Press Conference on 26 September. 
Archbishop Scott will arrive from Helsinki where he chaired the bi-annual 
meeting of the WCC's Executive Committee. 

EPS 
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GDR PASTOR BURNS HIMSELF TO DEATH 
DURING SERVICE 


Berlin (EPS) - Conflicts concerning questions of faith were the motives which, 
according to the church authorities of Saxony (German Democratic Republic), 
caused a pastor to burn himself to death in front of the altar during a 
Sunday service. A communiqué from the office of the Evangelical Church of 
the Province of Saxony states that on Sunday, 17 September, the Rev. Rolf 
Guenther (41) presided over the worship service at the "Holy Cross Church", 
Falkenstein, some 95 kilometers south of Leipzig. While the 400 strong 
congregation, was singing Mr. Guenther, who, as third pastor had served 
this congregation for 10 years, poured an "inflammable liquid" over himself 
in the sacristy and then on the carpet in front of the altar. Taking a 
candle from the altar he set himself on fire. He died on the spot. 


According to a report in the regional party newspaper "Freie Presse", a 
member of the parish board tried desperately to rescue him. The congregation 
left the church building without panic, and firemen who arrived quickly 
immediately extinguished the fire. The altar and the sacristy were 
nevertheless heavily damaged. 


Investigations by police and church authorities have confirmed that 

Mr. Guenther set himself on fire in a premeditated act. The Church office 
reports that no political motivations could be found for the action. The 
church's communiqué spoke, without further details, about "human and personal 
distress" and "strictly inner church tensions about questions of faith". 

The statement added: "One of the key problems was the existence of 
insurmountable differences in the field of religious practice and of the 
shaping of the Christian way of life in the parish". Mr. Guenther therefore 
withdrew more and more into isolation. The church statement drew attention 
to "how difficult it is to live through tensions in our parishes and overcome 
conflicts. It is not for us to pass judgement", they concluded. 


Dr. Johannes Wilhelm Hempel, bishop of the Evangelical Church of the Province 
of Saxony who is at present attending the Executive Committee of the WCC in 
Helsinki (18 - 22 September) said that "this event was in no way politically 
motivated". Bishop Hempel plans to leave Helsinki during this week and is 
expected to preach on 24 September at the Holy Cross Church in Falkenstein. 


EPS 


CANADIAN GROUP ATTACKS 
AUSTERITY MEASURES 


Toronto (EPS) - Project Ploughshares Sponsoring Group, a grouping of the 
major Canadian Churches and other non-government organizations concerned 
with peace and disarmament has noted with regret that in the recently 
announced government austerity measures the defense budget cut is only 
3.5 per cent while the Canadian International Development Agency has 
suffered a major cut of 13.3 per cent. They state: "Such a cut moves 
Canada away from any commitment to a more just New International Economic 
Order while leaving untouched major military procurement programmes..." 


(more) 
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"The Government of Canada has decided that Canadians are living beyond 
their means so our social security system for families, for the 
unemployed, for native, people, and for low income tenants is being 
dramatically cutback. The Minister of Health and Welfare, Monique Begin, 
-recently told the Canadian public that the cutback priorities are being 
decided as a result of pressure from the business community and that as 

a consequence the poor and powerless will suffer most. Project plough- 
shares is opposed to sacrificing the well-being of many Canadians on the 
altar of a mythical national security dictated by NATO power politics." 


EPS 


ROMANIAN PATRIARCH SPEEDS PRODUCTION 
OF RELIGIOUS LITERATURE 


Bucharest (EPS) - A project to publish a collection of 90 volumes of 
patristic texts covering the first eight centuries of Christian history 
has been launched by Patriarch Justin of the Romanian Orthodox Church. 
This venture was termed by a spokesman of this second largest orthodox 
church in the world as "the most ambitious project" undertaken by 
Patriarch Justin following his election to head the Church in June 1977. 
Since assuming office "one of his main concerns is to equip parish 
libraries, theological seminaries and institutes with new handbooks of 
theology, patristic texts and biblical commentaries" the spokesman said. 

"He has also taken up the task of re-establishing a high level of 
theological training for priests and of Christian instruction throughout 
the country" he underlined. 


Patriarch Justin who is himself a New Testament and Greek scholar 
"intends to reorientate the theological research towards the sources 

of the Holy Tradition both eastern and western" the source said. In 
addition, a new Handbook of Dogmatics in three volumes is already well 
advanced. It is being prepared by the Romanian theologian Professor 
Dumitru Staniloae. Once the third volume is published "it will be one 
of the milestones in the whole orthodox modern literature" the spokesman 
included. 


EPS 
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CICARWS LAUNCH HALF-MILLION DOLLAR 
APPEAL FOR NICARAGUA 


Geneva (EPS) - The civil strife in Nicaragua which has held world headlines 
for the past couple of weeks has affected large areas of the country and 
population and humanitarian aid is urgently required. 


The World Council of Churches' Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service (CICARWS) issued an "appeal alert" on 13 September and 
following requests from Church bodies in Nicaragua and neighbouring countries 
issued an appeal two days later for US $ 500,000 which will include 

US $ 300,000 of material aid supplies being sent by Church World Service (CWS) 
from the USA. 


Immediately, prior to the appeal it was reported that the situation was 
deteriorating rapidly and requests for aid and relief from various partners 
assisting victims and refugees were increasing. 


In Nicaragua, CEPAD (Comité Evangélico Pro-Ayuda al Desarrollo), the ecumenical 
organization coordinating church efforts, said that the needs of the victims 
include food, clothing, temporary shelters, medicines for injured and as 
preventive measures for those who will be affected in the coming days. Twelve 
centres are ready for distribution, and partners in neighbouring countries 
report that refugees are expected to cross borders ‘into Costa Rica and other 
Central American countries. 


In Costa Rica 32 posts have been organized near the border in anticipation of 
an influx of new refugees. 


Monies pledged or sent to Nicaragua and Costa Rica to date include : 

US $ 25,000 from Church World Service (CWS), USA; US $ 30,000 from Brot fur 
die Welt, Federal Republic of Germany; US $ 16,666 from Folkekirkens Nédhjaelp, 
Denmark; US $ 10,000 from Christian Aid, Great Britain; and US $ 2,000 from 
Church World Service, New Zealand. In addition US $ 10,000 has been sent from 
CICARWS Refugee Funds. 


In addition CWS, USA shipped to CEPAD on 12 September 5,000 blankets, 300 bales 
of clothing and 1,000 feet of nylon reinforced plastic for temporary shelters. 
CWS is also due to ship, on 24 September, one-and-a-half-million water purification 
pills, 500 tons of milk, 200 tons of beans, 200 tons of rice, 300 tons of corn 
and 10,000 gallons of cooking oil, all of which will cost approximately 
US $ 300,000. 
EPS 
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HONG KONG CHRISTIAN SERVICE ASSISTS 
BOAT REFUGEES FROM VIETNAM 


Geneva (EPS) - In the forefront of meeting the needs of hundreds of refugees 
arriving in Hong Kong by boat from Vietnam is the Hong Kong Christian Service. 
The World Council of Churches, Church World Service, USA, and Brot fur die 
Welt, have each recently contributed financial support to a varied programme 
of assistance being carried out by this organization. 


Rev. K.L. Stumpf, the HKCS director, reports that the influx of Indochinese 
refugees is ever growing and it is expected that more than 2,000 will arrive 
this year. This is in addition to fresh waves of tens of thousands of legal 
and illegal immigrants to Hong Kong from China, a human flood which puts 
enormous strain on local resources for housing and other social services. 


The boat refugees as they are known, from Vietnam, are accepted in Hong Kong 
strictly on a transit basis, which means they may stay only until emigration 
arrangements have been worked out for them. In practical terms, therefore, 
Hong Kong Christian Service and a few other voluntary agencies have to provide 
food, shelter and other necessary services while at the same time doing 
whatever processing is necessary for the refugees to travel on to countries 
where they have been offered a permanent haven. The leading country of 
resettlement is the USA. 


The Hong Kong office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
provides funds for the refugees' temporary stay, while Hong Kong Christian 
Service, with funds from local and international sources, arranges accommodation 
and offers numerous other services like counselling, medical and dental care, 
training courses of various kinds, and English language instruction, all in 
addition to the processing necessary for the refugees to emigrate. 


Mr. Stumpf reports that recently the auditorium of the HKCS Kwun Tong 
Vocational Training Centre was converted into a dormitory for the refugees. 
This was a necessary step after local hotels, with which arrangements had 
been made to house the Indochinese newcomers, could no longer cope with the 
every-increasing numbers of men, women and children who had to have shelter. 
The roof of the training centre has been converted into a shower and laundry 
area. In the cafeteria meals are served, and classroom instruction is given 
to the refugees in more than a dozen subjects such as domestic science, 
mechanics, carpentry, radio repair and hotel work. 


According to Mr. Stumpf, there is a two-fold reason for offering these courses 
to the refugees. Not only will the trainees be better equipped to face a new 
life after leaving Hong Kong, but during their temporary stay there they are 
also given an opportunity to use their time in a most constructive way. ! 


Hong Kong Christian Service is the social welfare arm of the Hong Kong Christian 
Council, an interdenominational body which plays a coordinating role in several 


areas for its member churches and which relates directly to the World Council 
of Churches in refugee matters. 


In addition to assisting the refugees from Vietnam, Hong Kong Christian Service, 
with financial support from the World Council of Churches, operates resettlement 
programmes for people of Chinese as well as European origin. In 1977, for example, 
455 Chinese and 94 Europeans were resettled under this program, and for 1978 

the numbers are expected to be about the same. So far in 1978 HKCS has effected 
the resettlement of 171 Indochinese refugees. 


EPS 
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This story was issued as a Press Release on Monda 25 September 


WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MET 
IN HELSINKI 


Geneva (EPS) - The 25-person Executive Committee of the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) meeting for the first time in the Finnish capital of Helsinki 
(18-22 September) considered such varied topics as the organizations' finance, 
relationships with its Orthodox member churches, guidelines on "dialogue in 
community", the continuing struggle against racism, the programme emphasis on 
a Just, Participatory and Sustainable society, relationships with the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Faith and Order report on "A common account of hope". 


Guests from the Finnish churches were present in the opening worship service, 
including the recently elected Archbishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of Finland, Mikko Juva, as well as the outgoing Archbishop, Martti Simojoki. 
This church is Finland's largest, encompassing some 92 per cent of the country's 
five million population. 


The Executive Committee was welcomed to Finland by the Lutheran Bishop of 
Helsinki, Aimo T. Nikolainen. Also among the guests was the Rev. Samuel 
Lehtonen, a member of the WCC's Central Committee. The Ecumenical Council 

of Finland was represented by the Rev. Sergei Dubrovin of the Methodist 
Church and Metropolitan John of Helsinki from the small but influential 
Orthodox Church, as well as Inga Britta Castren, the general secretary. 

This organization links the seven other Finnish churches with the Lutheran 
Church. The 61,000 Orthodox, together with the Lutheran Church are the two 
churches constituted under public law with an "advanced degree of autonomy". 
The other churches and religious associations are either on a state-maintained 
register or fall under general regulations governing non-profit organizations. 


During the worship celebration the participants stood in silent memory of 
Metropolitan Nikodim, USSR, one of the six presidents of the WCC. Metropolitan 
Nikodim of the Russian Orthodox Church died on 5 September in Rome at the age 
of 48. 


The Officers of the WCC were received by the President of Finland, 

Urho Kekkonen. The President expressed his respect for "the courage 

of the World Council of Churches in addressing the most burning issues 
of our time such as racism, poverty and disarmament". Bishop Nikolainen 
of Helsinki accompanied the WCC's officers, Archbishop Edward Scott, 

His Holiness Karekin II, Ms. Jean Skuse, and Dr. Philip Potter. 


Meeting during the week when South Africa announced that it would unilaterally 
call a general election in Namibia the Executive Committee reaffirmed its 
stand on the essential conditions for a Namibia statement. These are that 

the military and police forces of South Africa be withdrawn in favour of a 

UN peace-keeping force; that Walvis Bay be retained as an integral part of 
Namibia and that free elections be held under UN ausnices. (See separate 
story for full details). 


(more) 
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In a decision concerning another of the world's flashpoints the Executive 
Committee, in considering the Middle East, expressed "anxiety and concern 

about the issues related to the life and witness of Christian churches" 

The Committee requested the General Secretary "to arrange an Seimaaduate 

team, in consultation with the Middle East Council of Churches to visit ; 
Lebanon and Syria in the immediate future to express solidarity with’ the 

WCC's member churches and to consult with other churches, religious groups, 
political organizations and state authorities" 


The Executive Committee also approved the eighth allocation of grants from 

the Special Fund of the Programme to Combat Racism. 29 groups in 12 countries 
receive grants this year in a total allocation of US $ 434,500, some 

US $ 100,000 down on the amount distributed last year. (See separate 

story for full details). 


Adopting a Sfr. 29.5 million expenditure budget the Executive Committee 
decided to continue the WCC's programme and administration in 1979 some two 
per cent lower than the level of expenditure authorized for 1978. Urging 
staff to contain expenses at around Sfr. 28 million for 1979, the Executive 
Committee projected next year's income from the member churches at the level 
of Sfr. 25.9 million, some Sfr. 3.6 million below the expected cost if the 
decline of the Swiss Franc value against other currencies continues. 


Expressing doubt that the exchange rates will stabilize in 1979 the Committee 
anticipated another shortfall in the Council's Swiss Franc income in 1980. 

Eighty per cent of the contributions are paid to the Council in either US Dollars 
or German Marks. 


The Committee recognized that the Council would need to adjust to the situation 
over a period of more than one year. It therefore authorized the study of a 
three year plan by which the member churches would be asked to continue to 
increase their contributions and the WCC's expenditure would be steadily 
reduced over the same period of time. In order to effect such reductions in 
expenditure the Executive Committee considered specific measures such as 
realigning activities and consolidating organisational structures of the WCC. 
The General Secretary was requested to present proposals as to how these 


measures could be implemented to the next meeting of the Executive Committee 
in December 1978. 


The Executive Committee also received an interim report on the location 

of the World Council of Churches. This report indicated the efforts being 
made to achieve more favourable conditions in Switzerland. It also outlined 
a number of working criteria on the basis of which alternative locations can 
be considered. The committee gave directions on the ways in which this 
difficult issue of re-location can be pursued. A report is expected at the 
Central Committee meeting in Jamaica. 


The programme for the forthcoming Central Committee of the WCC, to be held 
in Jamaica 1 - 11 January, 1979, was also the subject of some discussion. 
This was approved and it was also announced that Prime Minister, Michael 
Manley of Jamaica will address the meeting on the Just, Participatory and 
Sustainable Society from the perspective of the present situation in Jamaica. 


This address will be followed the next day by a report and discussion on the 
WCC's progress with the theme. 


(more) 
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Other major subjects for discussion at the Central Committee will be a 
Faith and Order report on hope and unity, and reports on relations with 
World Confessional Families and with the Roman Catholic Church. 


A plenary 
presentation of the Caribbean will also be of great interest. 


In considering the reports,;from the programme sub-committee the Executive 
Committee took note of the guidelines on "Dialogue in Community" and commended 
them to the churches for study and response. These guidelines deal with 
dialogue with people of other living faiths and ideologies. 


The Executive Committee also received the detailed programme for the 1979 
Church and Society conference to be held at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT), Boston, on "Faith, Science and the Future," 12-24 July, 1979. 


The Sunday before the opening of the meeting Executive Committee members and 
staff were hosted by various local churches all over Finland and participated 
actively in worship services throughout the day. 


EPS 


This story was issued as a Press Release on Friday, 22 September 


THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES MEETING IN 
HELSINKI, FINLAND, TODAY (22 SEPTEMBER) ISSUED THE FOLLOWING 
STATEMENT CONCERNING NAMIBIA: 


Geneva (EPS) - The essential conditions for a Namibia settlement were 
restated by the meeting of the Executive Committee in February 1978. 
They are: 


That the military and police forces of South Africa be withdrawn in 
favour of a temporary international peace-keeping force under the auspices 
of the United Nations. That Walvis Bay be retained as an integral part 
of the territory of independent Namibia and that free elections be held 
under the supervision and control of the United Nations.: 


The Executive Committee Meeting in September 1978 in Helsinki, Finland, 
therefore: 


welcomes the United Nations plan for Namibian independence as outlined in 
the U.N. Secretary General's report to the security council, and urges 
the U.N. Secretary General and the security council to take immediate 
steps for the implementation of the plan. 


In view of the political, strategic and economic significance of the 
Walvis Bay the United Nations should ensure that it is an integral part 
of Namibia when Namibia attains independence. 


The Executive Committee: 


appeals to the Western Nations which initiated the plan to extend full 
support to the United Nations in its implementation and to take appropriate 
action including economic sanctions against South Africa, if South Africa 
proceeds unilaterally to hold elections under its own auspices. 


It reaffirms its solidarity with the Churches and the people of Namibia 
in this crucial period of their history and calls upon member churches to 
support them in all possible ways. 

EPS 
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This story was issued as a Press Release on Monday, 25 September 


29 GROUPS RECEIVE $ 434,500 
FROM SPECIAL FUND TO COMBAT RACISM 


Geneva (EPS) - The South-West:African People's Organisation (SWAPO) receives 
the largest single amount of US $ 125,000 from the Special Fund to Combat 
Racism in a new list of allocations approved last week by the 25-member 
Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting in Helsinki, 
Finland, 12-22 September. SWAPO is recognized by the United Nations (UN) 
and the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) as representative of the people 
of Namibia in their struggle against South Africa's illegal occupation of the 
country. ; 


A total of 29 groups in 12 countries receive grants in this eighth allocation 
since the Special Fund was created in 1969 by the World Council's policy making 
Central Committee. 


By previous agreement with all those receiving grants, the money, which this 
year totals $ 434.500, will be used for humanitarian purposes as specified in 
the criteria governing the allocations made from the Fund. The criteria 
further state that the World Council of Churches regards these grants "as an 
expression of commitment to the cause of economic, social and political justice’ 
which the recipients promote. 


The Special Fund derives its income only from designated gifts. Contributions 
come primarily from churches, groups and individuals. The Fund also receives 
support from the governments of Sweden, Norway and the Netherlands. The 
allocations made last week bring the total amount disbursed over the period 

of eight sears beyond the three million US Dollars mark. 


Six organisations receive grants for the first time. These include five 
aboriginal, Indian, Eskimo and Black groups in Australia and North America. 
These are: the Aboriginal Community Organisation Course, the Kimberley 
Aboriginal Land Council, the Hunters and Trappers Association in Canada, the 
Indian Law Resource Center and the National Conference of Black Lawyers, both 
in the United States. 


The grants also recognize the struggle for liberation in South Africa. 

A total of US $ 55,000 will go to the African National Congress of South 
Africa (ANC), the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC) and the South 
African Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU). 


The Executive Committee endorsed the August decision of the Officers of 


the WCC to release the grant of $ 85,000 to the Patriotic Front of 
Zimbabwe. 


EPS 
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FIVE ENGLISH CHURCHES TO GO 
FORWARD ON COVENANTING 


London (EPS) - The Churches' Unity Commission, set up in 1974 to explore 
the possibility of further steps towards organic church unity in England, 
has concluded its work with five of its eight member churches agreeing to 
start discussions about entering into a covenant "actively to seek ... 
visible unity in life and mission". 


The five churches are the Church of England, the Churches of Christ, the 
Methodist Church, the Moravian Church, and the United Reformed Church. 
Four of these have listed issues that would need to be clarified or 
conditions that would have to be met for such a covenant to be entered on. 


At its final meeting in Birmingham the Churches' Unity Commission 
recommended the setting up of a Churches" Council for Covenanting in 
England with representatives of these five churches together with fully 
participating consultants from the Baptist Union, the Congregational 
Federation, and the Roman Catholic Church - the three churches which do 
not feel able to consider entering on a covenant. 


Right from the start of the Churches' Unity Commission it was intended 

that those churches which felt able to contemplate uniting with each other 
would do so with the participation of the other mainstream English churches 
in the actual unity talks. Among other things this would ensure that any 
scheme for partial unity between only some of the churches active in 
England would not create fresh and unnecessary obstacles to wider unity 
whether inside or outside this island. 


The basis for covenanting is provided by the ten propositions which the 
Churches' Unity Commission issued in January, 1976. The setting up of the 
Churches' Unity Commission was originally a creative response to the final 
failure in 1972 of the scheme for Anglican-Methodist reunion, when for the 
second time that scheme failed to gain sufficiently overwhelming support 
in the Church of England's General Synod, and it was put forward as a way 
out of the ecumenical impasse that failure was taken to represent. 


EPS 


A SOCIETAS OECUMENICA FOUNDED 
IN THE NETHERLANDS 


Driebergen, Netherlands (EPS) - A European Society for Ecumenical Research 
(Societas Oecumenica) was founded during the third consultation of Ecumenical 
Institutes in Europe, held last week in Driebergen, Netherlands. The purposes 
of this new society are to hold regularly international consultations to which 
institutes and individual ecumenical scholars are invited; to communicate 
scientific information on completed or planned research; to exchange experience; 
consultation and cooperation in relation to research and teaching; training and 
further education, as well as current ecumenical issues, and to promote 
cooperation with regional and international ecumenical organisations. 


The president of the committee is Dr. A.J. Bronkhurst, director of the Inter- 
University Institute for Missiological and Ecumenical Research, Utrecht, 
Holland, and its secretary Dr. Heinz-Gunther Stobbe of the Katholisch- 
Skumenisches Institut der Westfalischen Wilhelms-Universitat, Munich, Federal 
Republic of Germany. 

EPS 
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JAPANESE CHURCH STATES OPPOSITION 
TO "GENGO LEGISLATION" 


Tokyo (EPS) - "The steps being taken one after the other by the government 
to restore the various pre-war practices and systems which lost their legal 
basis under the present constitution of Japan, are not only in violation 

of the spirit of democracy, peace and human rights contained in the 
constitution, but are a concerted effort to spur the reassertion of an 
ultra-nationalistic ideology", says a statement adopted by the Executive 
Committee of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) which was 
delivered to the Prime Minister's Office, related government ministries 

and the Japanese Press on 19 September. 


The statement concerns the "Gengo Legislation", to which the church 
expresses strong opposition, which if adopted would make the Imperial 
calendar the law of the land. The Moderator of the church, the Rev. 

Mr. Toda Isuke states that according to reliable reports there will be 
concerted efforts to pass this new legislation at the next session of the 
Japanese Diet. There have already been cases in regional legislatures of 
pushing through this legislation without any substantial discussion of the 
issues involved. 


Such procedures expose the hidden intention of forcing through the 
"Gengo Legislation" by deliberately suppressing any clarification of 
the issues before the Japanese people. 


When the Gengo (Imperial Calendar) system of naming one period for one 
Emperor was instituted, it was done under the sovereignty of the Emperor, 
which is fundamentally contradictory to the principle of the sovereignty 

of the people. The deliberate attempts to pass the "'Gengo Legislation" 

at this time cannot be separated from the various movements to "Nationalize 
the Yasukuni Shrine", "Revive the Imperial Rescript on Education", and 
"Establish 'Kimi ga yo' as the National Anthem", which are all in 
conjunction with the efforts to restore the "daijésai"' (Shinto ceremony 

of thanksgiving in which the Emperor functions as a divinity), following 
the forthcoming accession of the new Emperor, says the statement. 


EPS 


RUSSELL MEANS STABBED WHILE 
IN PRISON 


Sioux Falls (EPS) -- Russell Means, the imprisoned American Indian Movement 
leader, who has been’ on hunger strike in Sioux Falls prison protesting his 
four-year sentence for creating a disturbance at the trial of Sara Bad Heart 
Bull in 1974, was stabbed when he returned to the prison from hospital. The 
incident confirms what many have feared - that his life could be prejudiced 


because of the notorious dangers to Indians prevailing in South Dakota prisons. 


The responsibility for raising awareness of the case has been taken up by, 
among others, the National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) in the USA 


and the International NGO Conference on Discrimination against Indigenous 
Populations. 


As reported in our issue No.24, 14 September, the case of Russell Means is 
being interpreted as one of political detention and as such it is suggested 
that WCC member churches might make enquiries as to why Means is being held. 


EP 
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TRADITIONAL CULTURES HAVE IMPORTANT 
LESSONS FOR CHRISTIANS 


Yaounde, Cameroon (EPS) - Certain ritual acts, social structures and 
healing practices were commended to the churches for serious study, 

patient understanding and selective emulation by the participants of a 
consultation on "Religious Dimensions in Humanity's Relationship to Nature” 
which met in Yaounde, Cameroon, 15-23 September. 


The consultation was organized by the WCCs sub-unit on Dialogue with People 
of Living Faiths and Ideologies (DFI) and brought together some 60 
Protestants, Orthodox and Roman Catholics from 15 different countries in 
Africa and 12 other countries in Asia, Oceania, North and South America 

and Europe. 


During the consultation various myths, symbols and social practices from 
many parts of the world were analyzed to illustrate similarities and 
differences in traditional culture. Participants felt that many of these 
cultures had important lessons for humanity in terms of teaching a greater 
respect for and responsible use of nature. 


The consultation realized that Christians sometimes live through unnecessary 
anxiety about things and detailed: 1) whether or not they should celebrate 
their worship in cultural authentic forms (here it was also suggested that 

a revision of the traditional rituals of the Church be made, enriching them 
with the spiritual experience of the younger churches); 2) how Christian 
morality and theology speak to traditional family structures and sense of 
communion with ancestors and 3) whether Christians may have recourse to 
traditional healers. The consultation urged further dialogue with 
traditional cultures especially at regional and local levels. 


The participants expressed the hope that their findings and recommendations 
would contribute to other ecumenical programmes such as the dialogue with 
Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and Hindus; the 1979 conference on Faith, Science 
and the Future, and the Programme emphasis in the WCC on a Just, Participatory 
and Sustainable Society. 

EPS 


AUGUST EDITION OF KAIROS 
BANNED IN SOUTH AFRICA 


Geneva (EPS) - In a telephone call from Johannesburg this morning, 
(28 September) it was revealed that the August edition of Kairos the 
South African Council of Churches official monthly newspaper has been 
banned by the South African Government from tomorrow, 29 September. 


This latest banning follows an earlier action when the Government 
Publications Control Board banned the May edition of Kairos early in August. 


Mr. David Wanless, the SACCs Director of Information and Editor of Kairos 
said two weeks ago in his report to the Council's Executive Committee 
meeting that: "the banning of the May edition of Kairos implied further 
banning as part of the general move against the Council but that this would 
not cause Kairos to water down the stand it has consistently taken". 


The August edition contains comment on the expulsion of Fr. Hunke, Roman 
Catholic Priest, and Fr. Ed. Morrow, the Anglican Vicar-General, from 
Namibia, as well as an interview with Dan Tjongarero, vice-chairman of 
SWAPO, and an article on "Crossroads" the Cape Town district recently 
invaded by police in preparation for its expected demolition. 

EPS 
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LATIN AMERICAN ASSEMBLY AGREES 
TO SET UP COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Oaxtepec, Mexico (EPS) - After six days of discussion here it has been 
decided to constitute a 'Latin American Council of Churches in process of 
formation". This decision was taken at an assembly of churches of Latin 
America where some 110 different denominations and 10 continental ecumenical 
organizations participated. The meeting, (19 - 26 September,) under the 
chairmanship of Bishop Federico Pagura, of Argentina, also sent a letter to 
the churches which said that the assembly had prayed, thought and celebrated 
the Lord's Supper together; shared in the joy and pain of the continent, 

and discussed many of the difficult topics that have to do with the life 

and mission of a church in Latin America. 


The assembly listened to the urgent call for the integral proclamation of 
the Gospel and recognized that the church is challenged to follow Jesus, 
the King of the Kingdom, in the midst of the contradictions and needs of 
the people. 


The letter continued "we use this call to Christians in Latin America to 
respond to the demands of the justice of the Kingdom of God in a radical 
and obedient discipleship". 


The assembly considered also such topics as the structures of power; the 
forgotten and marginal sectors of society; the affirmation of the right to 
life, and the defence of ecology. 


The particular situation in Nicaragua was also analyzed resulting in a 
message of support being sent to the churches and a call to repentance 
being sent to the President of Nicaragua. 


A board of directors was elected to preside over the initial period of four 
years that will culminate with a constitutional assembly to fully organize 
the council. During this process full consultation with participant churches 
and ecumenical movements will take place and, it is hoped, with any other 
churches who may wish to incorporate themselves into the new council of 
churches. Bishop Pagura was elected president of the board of directors. 


Some of the features of the new organization were discussed with particular 
attention being paid to the important participation of the Pentecostal 
churches. These churches constituted some 25 per cent of the assembly. 


The meeting ended with the recognition that a frank and difficult dialogue 
had taken place which had resulted in agreement as to the basic ecumenical 
structures for the future and this alone means a historical moment in the 
life of the churches in Latin America. 

EPS 
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SOLIDARITY WITH THE POOREST 


For three and a half years Portugal has had to cope with a 
worrrying economical and delicately poised political situation. 
One economic factor has been the flood of Portuguese returning 
from the former colonial territories after independence. Their 
reintegration still poses problems. 


Churches and Christian organizations in Portugal undertook the 
task of aiding these people as well as other neglected social 
groups, such as old people, orphans and handicapped children. 


(2189) A temporary reception centre for the returned people 

run by the YMCA in Foz de Serta. 

(2190) An old people's home in Aveiro, run by the Methodists. 
(2191) Healthy appetites at the Portuguese Evangelical Club for 
abandoned children. 


(2192) 45 handicapped children are cared for at the YMCA Education 
Centre at Carcavelos. 


(2193) The world through the eyes of a young resident at Carcavelos. 


(2194) Pastor José Leite, Mayor of Figueira da Foz, one of the 


leaders in the social work undertaken by churches and Christian 
organizations in Portugal. 


Photos EPER (Swiss Inter-Church Aid) WCC. 


HELP FOR 
VIETNAMESE BOAT PEOPLE 


Hong Kong Christian Service is meeting the varied 
needs of hundreds of refugees from Vietnam who 
arrive by boat. (Story: this issue) 


Cover: A family awaits "better things". 


(2195) An English speaking refugee who was appointed 
a team leader is shown into the Centre. 

(2196) Refugees enter the Kwun Tong Vocational 
Training Centre. 

(2197) Refugees washing clothes on the rooftop. 
(2198) After weeks the first bath in temporary 
shower shacks. 

(2199) The Assembly Hall converted into a dormitory. 
All beds have been constructed by the centre's 
carpentry students. 
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TRIBUTE TO METROPOLITAN NIKODIM 


(2183) Metropolitan Nikodim died at the age of 48 in Rome during an 
audience with Pope John Paul on 5 September, 1978. 

(2184) At the Nairobi Assembly he was elected as one of the six 
presidents of the WCC. He is seen here (left) with the Rev. Dr. 
Willem A. Visser't Hooft, honorary president of the WCC. 

(2185) At Nairobi in 1975 he headed, for the third time, a large 
delegation from the Russian Orthodox Church to a WCC Assembly. 

(2186) At the New Delhi Assembly, 1961, when the Russian Orthodox 
Church joined the WCC. 

(2187) A keen ecumenist, Metropolitan Nikodim was also for over 
fifteen years 'pastor' of the diocese of Leningrad and Novgorod (USSR). 
(2188) The WCC Executive Committee, met in Helsinki, 18-22 September. 
A few days before his death Metropolitan Nikodim had been looking 
forward to being in Helsinki: 'If God spares me', he added. 

Here the Officers of the WCC meet with the President of Finland, 

Urho Kekkonen. 

(Photos WCC) 
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WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SEND 
STATEMENT TO MEMBER CHURCHES 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has released the text of a 
letter which its Executive Committee has sent to member churches concerning 
the recent grant to the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe. 


Introducing the letter, Dr. Philip Potter, general secretary of the WCC, 
said that: 


"The Executive Committee meeting in Helsinki on 18-22, September 1978, 
reviewed all the actions taken regarding its decision that $ 85,000 be set 
aside for the liberation movements of Zimbabwe, the WCC Officers being 
authorised to determine to which group the money should be transmitted". 


The letter to the Churches was made by the Committee which endorsed the 
decision of the Officers to release the grant to the Patriotic Front. 

Dr. Potter's introduction goes on: "It was felt that in view of the adverse 
criticism which has been made in the press in some countries over the past 
six weeks, it was important to communicate with the member Churches the 
considered views of the Committee". Dr. Potter also draws attention to the 
1971 Central Committee statement: 


"It believes that the churches must always stand for the liberation of 

the oppressed and of victims of violent measures which deny basic human 
rights. It calls attention to the fact that violence is in many cases 
inherent in the maintenance of the status quo. Nevertheless, the WCC does 
not and cannot identify itself completely with any political movement, nor 
does it pass judgement on those victims of racism who are driven to violence 
as the only way left to them to redress grievances and so open the way for 

a new and more just social order" 


The statement to the churches reads as follows: 


"The Central Committee in August 1977 stated that the pursuit of a so-called 
internal settlement by the illegal minority régime of Rhodesia and its 
announcement of a date for an election were manoeuvres to disguise its 
determination to retain the initiative. The Central Committee reaffirmed 
its call "to member churches to intensify their efforts to mobilise public 
opinion in favour of the liberation of Zimbabwe and to extend to the people 
of Zimbabwe all the moral, political and humanitarian assistance in their 
struggle for the realisation of their right to self-determination and 
independence". 


"The meeting of the Executive Committee in August 1977 set aside an amount 
of US $ 85,000 for the struggle for racial justice and self-determination 

in Zimbabwe, authorising the WCC Officers to release this amount from the 

Special Fund of the Programme to Combat Racism. In August 1978 the grant 

was released to the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe by the Officers. 


"At the meeting of the Executive Committee in September 1978 in Helsinki, 
Finland, there was discussion on this action because of the widespread 
misinterpretation arising from press reports and inadequate information. 

The Officers provided the Committee full information about consultation 
processes that led to the decision and the timing of the release of the grant. 


(more) 
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The Patriotic Front qualified for the grant according to the criteria 

for the Special Fund. Two other black groups in Rhodesia had joined the 
internal settlement with the illegal régime and had agreed to the control 
by the white minority in such key areas as the military, judiciary and 
public services and through veto power. The grant was made for specified 
humanitarian programmes of the Patriotic Front. 


"The Executive Committee further noted that the CICARWS (Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service) of the WCC has been acting as 
a channel for resources from churches and agencies to support humanitarian 
programmes within Rhodesia |through the Christian Council and Christian Care. 


"The Executive Committee endorsed the decision of the Officers to release 
the grant to the Patriotic Front". 


EPS 


ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN 
WOMEN FORMED 


Basel (EPS) - Guidelines for the formation of the Ecumenical Conference of 
European Christian Women were established at a meeting in Basel, Switzerland, 
(1-4 October) by a coordinating group elected by participants at the 
Consultation of European Christian Women held in Brussels at the beginning 

of this year. 


The coordinating group, elected by the European regional participants, a 
representative of the World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations and a 
representative from the Ecumenical European Lay Training Centres, met to 
undertake the task given by the Brussels Consultation to plan future 
opportunities for ecumenical exchange and coordination of activities among 
Christian women in Europe. The Brussels consultation, organized by the 
World Council of Churches' sub-unit on Women in Church and Society, served as 
a catalyst for the formation of this new, autonomous Conference. 


In a letter to be sent to women's church organizations, study groups, and 
interested individuals, the co-ordinating group asserted that women have an 
important part to play in building Christian unity, but that until now they 
have had insufficient opportunities to participate fully in this challenge. 
With this challenge in mind the aim of the Conference is to "create a forum 
for European Christian Women to find a common identity, to deepen their 
Christian understanding and to work for the unity of the Church and of 
humankind." 


The Conference functions will include exchanging ideas, resources, and 
documentation, exploring theology from a feminist perspective, to work for 
peace, and to encourage participation and leadership among women of all ages. 
Membership is open to all women's organizations, movements and individuals 
who are in sympathy with the aims and activities of the Conference. 


The Conference will begin by focussing on such issues as human rights; 
feminism and feminist theology; education for peace and justice and political 
and economic questions such as disarmament and arms sales. 


EPS 
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PATRIOTIC FRONT GRANT CAUSES 
EXTENSIVE CHURCH REACTION 


Geneva (EPS) - Church reactions to the grants from the Special Fund of the 
Programme to Combat Racism to the Patriotic Front announced in August have 
been growing. In a statement from Nairobi the All Africa Conference of 
Churches (AACC) said: "we hail your donation to the Patriotic Front" which 
"came in the wake of world-wide rejection of the so-called ‘internal 
settlement'." Referring also to the latest grant to SWAPO (South-West African 
Peoples Organization), announced following the WCCs Helsinki Executive Meeting 
in September, the AACC assured the WCC "of its fullest support" and commented 
"your grant to SWAPO, the only legitimate liberation movement in Namibia came 
only days after the racist South African Prime Minister John Vorster in his 
last swipe at international public opinion, rejected the United Nations 
Namibia plan and announced that South Africa would proceed with its own 
elections in the territory". 


The AACC statement added: "The grants made available to the liberation 
movements symbolise the commitment of the church to the noble cause of the 
struggle for liberation. We, therefore urge, that the grants continue to 
be made in cash without any control on the manner in which they are to be 
spent, in keeping with the criteria adopted by the churches since 1969. 


"The All Africa Conference of Churches has itself, like the World Council of 
Churches, called on the nations of the world, particularly of Western Europe 
and the United States, to take peaceful measures including economic sanctions, 
to end the oppression in Southern Africa and prevent the danger of a global 
conflagration. Sadly, however, these nations have not heeded this call". 


The outright support given by the AACC contrasts greatly with the reactions 
in other parts of the world. In Ireland, for example, a special meeting of 
the general assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland is to be held in 
about a month's time to discuss her membership of the WCC. This action 
follows widespread feeling throughout the church about the grant to the 
Patriotic Front. The assembly has been called as a result of more than seven 
presbyteries (the minimum number) voting in favour of an extra meeting of the 
church's supreme court. In a strongly-worded resolution and an eight-point 
statement the church's inter-church relations board has called for a re- 
appraisal of the special fund and its administration. 


In Norway, the Norwegian Missionary Society has requested the Bishops to 
discontinue the membership of the Church of Norway with the WCC. The Bishops 
will discuss a report on the Church's ecumenical engagement at their annual 
meeting in November. The agency says that "both the theological development 
and the political engagement of the World Council give reason for worry". 

The Patriotic Front grant, they add "was the last straw that broke the camel's 
back". 


The Swiss Protestant Church Federation, concerned about "the development of 
the WCC and in willingness to help" asks in an open letter to the WCCs general 
secretariat on what spiritual basis the WCC decides who should receive aid. 
They object to "politically motivated methods imposed on member churches as 
reflecting the ecumenical stance". They also object to linking humanitarian 
aid to political options. 


(more) 
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A letter to the WCC from the Netherlands Reformed Church addresses some 
questions to the Council "as a sign of solidarity" with the organization 

and also "with the people of Zimbabwe who have been so deeply hurt by the 
stark battle now being fought out."" These questions concern the inter- 
pretation of the Fund's criteria that money should be distributed to 
organizations of oppressed racial groups "whose purposes are not inconsonant 
with the general purposes of the WCC."" The church also asks for guidance 
"to see how this criterion functions in this case", as many church people 
"feel that the purposes of the Patriotic Front are so closely determined by 
one specific ideology and one order of society." 


The second question asks \if the WCC should not point out to the Patriotic 
Front that WCC humanitarian support is meant to show another road than the 
one of violence? Thirdly, the letter asks if the decision to exclude the 
participants in the "internal settlement" does not mean that the WCC has 
taken sides "in an internal conflict of the black population." 


Other reactions include that of the Church of Scotland which has issued a 
four-page leaflet to all ministers of the Church setting out the church's 
actions on the Special Fund since its inception in 1969 and emphasizing 
that the Church has never given money to the PCR's Special Fund. 


Many organizations have published details and explanations of the operation 
of the Special Fund such as Christian Aid in Britain and the New Zealand 
Council of Churches. 


In the United States the WCCs New York office reports that some 144 letters 
were recorded from 36 states, the District of Columbia, New York city and 

one from the US Army. Eighty-two writers were critical but only 15 contained 
blunt threats to terminate church contributions and work towards the with- 
drawal of their church from the WCC. Fourteen of the writers, however, 
commended the grant and offered to help interpret it. The US based American 
Committee on Africa also commended the grant. 


Meanwhile the Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace in Rhodesia have 
disputed Prime Minister Ian Smith's statement that 85 per cent of both 

black and white support the 3 March majority rule agreement. A Catholic 
Commission spokesman said: "If absolutely free and fair elections were 

held with no intimidation by any side, out of a probable number of 1.5 million 
votes Sithole would maybe get 5,000, Chirau 5,000, Muzorewa 10,000 and Smith 
60,000 whites - the rest would go to the Patriotic Front." 


EPS 
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CHRISTIAN OBEDIENCE AND THE SEARCH FOR LIBERATION: 
“HE SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONSULTATION OF ORTHODOX YOUTH AND STUDENTS 


Cairo (EPS) - The Church should have the courage and faith to involve 

itself in a challenging relationship with secular structures and 

ideologies, proclaiming the prophetic message of liberation; but the 

Church should also seek to set its own house in order, and should not 

be afraid to discover and amend its own weakness and failings. In addition, 
the Church should ask itself the question: "How do we use our resources?" 
These were some of the conclusions of the second international consultation 
of Orthodox Youth and students, which was held in Cairo, Egypt, 

22-27 September, 1978. 


/ 
The consultation was convened by the World Student Christian Federation 
[WSCF] and hosted by the Coptic Orthodox Church. The major theme was: 
"Christian Obedience and the Search for Liberation : An Orthodox Perspective". 
Participants in the consultation were from Orthodox Churches and movements 
in Cyprus, Egypt, Finland, France, Great Britain, Greece, Jerusalem, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Rumania, USA and USSR. The consultation was also attended by a 
delegation from SYNDESMOS [the Orthodox Youth Organization], a representative 
of the Middle East Council of Churches and Protestant participants from WSCF. 


The consultation's final report underlines that liberation and Christian 
obedience are two actions which go hand in hand. They are processes that 
are complemented by each other. Once Christians are liberated from their 
enslavements and follow the path of the Kingdom they should help others to 
liberate themselves. The commitment to liberation can take many forms: 
discourse, prayer, silence, lament, trade-union work and involvement in 
political parties, for example. 


One of the conclusions of the consultation states that the Church should 
recognize that its tradition is a dynamic force and that new Fathers of 
the Church could speak to the modern world. 


BELGIUM PROTESTANT FEDERATION DISAPPEARS: 
A SIGN OF UNITY 


Brussels (EPS) - Belgium Protestantism has entered a new era. From 

30 September the Protestant Churches of Belgium, the Reformed Church of 
Belgium and the "Gereformeerd" Church decided to unite in a church called 

the United Protestant Church of Belgium. The three churches now have 

three months to arrange their affairs for an organic union on 1 January, 1979. 


One of the consequences of this union will be that the Federation of 
Protestant Churches of Belgium comprised of those three churches will cease 
to exist. 


The new church numbers around 40,000 members in some 115 parishes and has 
some 110 ministers. The Rev. A. Pieters was elected president and the Revs. 
A. Koeman and W. Hoyois were elected vice-presidents on an almost unanimous 
vote. 


The unity which came about on 30 September is the culmination of the profound 
desire which, in 1971, brought about the creation of a commission of contact 
and of five working groups which, by an in-depth study, have carefully 
prepared this unity decision. This major move toward union had been preceded 
in 1969 by the merger of the Belgium Methodist Church and the Evangelical 
Protestant Church of Belgium which formed the Protestant Church of Belgium. 


Dr. Philip Potter, general secretary of the WCC in which the Protestant Church 
and the Reformed Church of Belgium are members, sent a telegram of congratulations 
to the Synod of the new united church in which he said: "your witness and 

service to your people, in Europe and in the ecumenical movement" be blessed. 
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ENGLISH PRIMATES APPEAL FOR 
MORE MINISTERS 


London (EPS) - A drive for more vocations to the full-time ordained ministry 
has been launched by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, Dr. Donald 
Coggan and Dr. Stuart Blanch, with a pastoral letter read in Anglican churches 
throughout England on Sunday, 8 October. 


The Archbishops say they are totally convinced that the full-time ordained 
ministry must be maintained at least at its present size. That means 
increasing the number of those ordained each year by at least half as many 
again. "In 1977 301 new deacons were ordained," the Archbishops write. 
"We wish to see this figure steadily rise to between 300 and 450 a year." 


At a Press Conference Dr. Coggan said they wanted to see at least 450 new 
deacons a year and that he was among those who felt this figure should be 
higher. } 


The latest figures give 11,782 full-time diocesan clergymen in 1977 compared 
to 12,056 in 1976, and the number is expected to drop to 10,700 in 1981 and 
10,500 in 1982. The last year in which over 400 deacons were ordained for 
the full-time stipendiary ministry was 1970, when there were 437. The annual 
total reached a low point of 281 in 1976, a figure thought to have been 
affected by special factors such as delays in candidates being able to attend 
selection conferences in earlier years, while 301 new deacons were ordained 
in 1977 and a similar figure is expected for the current year. In addition, 
ordinations to the non-stipendiary ministry are running at about 80 a year. 


Both Dr. Coggan and his advisers seem convinced that the decline has now 
been halted and that vocations are now once again on the increase. 


The question needed to be seen in the context of the ministry of the whole 
people of God, the Archbishop told the Press Conference: "Every baptized 
person is a minister of Christ with a particular ministry of his or her own. 
But if that is to be a strong and intelligent ministry then it must be 
undergirded by a strong, stable, able, intelligent, and well-educated 
ordained ministry." 


Asked what they would do if they did not obtain candidates for the ministry 
in the numbers they wanted, Dr. Coggan said: "We don't anticipate failure." 


EPS 


CALL FOR LEAD FREE PETROL BY 
BIRMINGHAM'S ANGLICAN BISHOP 


Birmingham (EPS) - A change to lead-free petrol in order to avoid possible 
damage to the health of children in cities has been called for by the 
(Anglican) Bishop of Birmingham, the Rt.Rev. Hugh Montefiore. 


In his presidential address to his Diocesan Synod on Saturday, 30 September, 
the Bishop said he had investigated as thoroughly as he could the latest 
evidence for mental dysfunction among children who suffered from blood lead 


levels which used to be thought harmless but about which new evidence was 
now available. 


"It seems to me from the new evidence - if it proves reliable - that at least 
a quarter of Birmingham's children are at risk from this pollution," he said. 
"Indeed, it suggests that it could be as much as three quarters. Since a 
good diet is the best protection against toxic effects of lead, poor 


(more) 
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children are most at risk." (Birmingham is Britain's second largest city 
with over one million population). 


The best solution was to reduce the amount of lead in petrol, the Bishop 
went on. This had been done in West Germany. But since in that country 

it had taken seven or eight years between passing legislation and producing 
high octane petrol with a very reduced lead content, "the need for 
legislation is urgent." 


As part of his campaign the Bishop has sent the British government's 
Department of the Environment a 2500-word paper setting out in simple 
language the latest scientific evidence on this question. 


EPS 


CONTROVERSY CONTINUES ON 
WHO KILLS MISSIONARIES 


Cherry Hill, N.J. (EPS) - An Africa specialist just back from the border 
areas around Rhodesia declared here recently that black nationalist leaders 
told him they captured three Rhodesian government troops who admitted 
killing missionaries while masquerading as guerrillas. 


George M. Houser, executive director of the American Committee on Africa, 
New York City, reported his finding to the US Conference meeting of the 
World Council of Churches. The church council has been under fire for 
fund grants to the guerrilla groups. 


Houser said he had met with Robert Mugabe, head of the Zimbabwe African 
National Union (ZANU), in Mozambique within the last two weeks. 


Mugabe, said Houser, was extremely upset over the killing of Roman Catholic 
priests and nuns, which the Ian Smith government of Rhodesia has blamed on 
Mugabe's guerrillas. 


The guerrilla leader ordered his troops to find out what actually happened, 
he told Houser, and the troops captured three members of Ian Smith's Selous 
Scouts, whose task is to discredit the guerrillas. One of the Scouts 
confessed, according to Houser. 


Houser said it wouldn't make sense for the guerrillas to have killed the 
missionaries because those same missionaries had been feeding the guerrillas 
and providing them with medicine. 


Houser, whose American Committee is a 25-year-old non-profit group aimed at 
supporting independence movements in Africa, offered comments on his recent 
trip during a discussion of the controversial $ 85,000 August grant from 
the WCCs Programme to Combat Racism to the Patriotic Front of Mugabe and 
Joshua Nkomo. 


The World Council's grant was earmarked for education, health and other 
humanitarian services to the more than 100,000 blacks who have fled into 
Mosambique, Zambia and Botswana from Rhodesia. 

EPS 
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WCC's US MEMBER CHURCHES 
MEET IN CONFERENCE 


Cherry Hill, New Jersey (EPS) - The challenges posed to the Christian 
Community by a world in political, social and technological turmoil were 
underscored by three keynote speakers at the 1978 plenary meeting of the 
U.S. Conference of the World Council of Churches. "It's one world - or no 
world", said Professor David Rose of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT). The scientist's appearance before the gathering of some 
two hundred representatives of American denominations belonging to the WCC 
called attention to next year's major world conference on "Faith, Science 
and the Future'’ sponsored by the WCC and to be held at MIT in July. 


Professor Rose, who is Professor of Nuclear Engineering, emphasized that the 
conference is already creating excitement throughout the academic community. 
It is increasingly recognized, he said, that there is a pressing need today 
"for a more wholistic view of science, technology and social purpose". 
Primary concerns are environmental preservation coupled with a realization 
that there are limits to growth and that the exhaustion of our resources is 
possible". He urged that all people today should ask "what do we leave to 
those who come later"? Professor Rose elaborated on a presentation by the 
Rev. Paul Abrecht, director of the WCC's Department of Church and Society 
which carries major responsibility for the MIT Conference as a focus on the 
WCC's current over-all programme emphasis called "Toward a Just, Participatory 
and Sustainable Society". "Christians in the past have assumed rather easily 
that scientific and technological achievements could be made to serve the 
interest of social welfare and progress" Dr. Abrecht commented. He noted: 
"today there is a growing suspicion that technological advance may not 
necessarily serve the cause of human welfare and social justice - and that 
its fruits may continue to be unjustly distributed". He pointed out that in 
the ecumenical movement "new churches and new theological personalities have 
brought new social experiences and new insights from their own situations". 
He mentioned the theology of nation building, the theology of revolution, 
political liberation theology, black theology, Asian water-buffalo theology 
and women's liberation theology as having emerged to bring the "spiritual 
and sociologically liberating power of the gospel to bear upon the hopes, 
the needs and the grievances of the different nations, ethnic groups and 
classes". 


The transformation of the ecumenical movement and the new social emphases 
shown in the lives of the churches were also noted by the opening speaker, 
Lutheran Church in America President Robert J. Marshall, who is the moderator 
of the U.S. Conference for the WCC. He recalled past periods when churches 
were primarily concerned with material aid to others in need which has led to 
a transition in thinking from a "hand out" mentality to a point where "at 
least we could think about giving a "hand-up to others". Today Dr. Marshall 
noted there is a beginning realization "that aid is given not only to help 
people but that it is given with the recognition that as people who have 
something to give, we also need self-development". 


The 1978 plenary meeting of the WCC's U.S. Conference was held also as an 
observance of the 30th anniversary of the WCC. The conference was attended 
by two hundred representatives of WCC member churches. The opening worship 
service at the nearby Haddonfield Methodist Church attracted, in addition, 
more than four hundred persons. They heard Dr. Emilio Castro, head of the 
WCC's Commission on World Mission and Evangelism call on ecumenically-minded 
Christians to be open to God's leading towards a new creation. 


(more) 
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The Most Rev. George H. Duilfoyle, Bishop of Camden, brought greetings from 

the Roman Catholic Church and said that the late Pope John Paul I's statement 
about unity being a primary goal will continue to be a concern of the Roman 
Catholic Church in its quest for a better society. Seven persons who 
represented the American church at the constituting assembly of the World 

Council of Churches in Amsterdam in 1948 were honoured at the worship service 
and were part of the colourful processional that helped open the annual meeting. 


A statement adopted by the meeting states that the USA's WCC member churches 
have had a "candid look" at their participation in the WCC and have "faced 

the difficulty of translating the global visions to the daily life of Christians 
in local congregations". In connection with racism the US Conference states 
that "racism in the United'States was made visible and real to us through 
presentations by persons from projects in the USA, which have been aided by 
the Programme to Combat Racism (PCR). We were reminded by their presence of 
racism and violence in our own communities and in ourselves. Justice, 
participation and sustainable society are the focus of daily struggles for 
blacks, native Americans, and other oppressed minorities, not merely the words 
of a study theme. We need to enter into further dialogue with these groups. 


"We noted recent objections to some PCR grants. We carefully reviewed 

and strongly affirm the Programme to Combat Racism world wide and we encourage 
our churches to give greater attention and more aggressive interpretation to 
it. The present objections to the recent PCR grant in Zimbabwe appear to 

come largely from Europe and North America, while in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America Christians widely affirm it". 


° 
"Because of the widespread misinformation in churches and in the secular media 
in North America which have equated activities of liberation groups with 
irresponsible violence, we need to share information and clarify the goals and 
procedures of the programme”. 


In order to enable this the US Conference statement recommends more encounters 
with Christians of other churches, cultures and continents. Without this the 

WCC will be meaningful to only a few hundred persons who are directly involved 
in it, says the statement. It concludes "through these interchanges our unity 
in Christ can be made more visible". 


EPS 
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RACISM IN CHILDREN'S LITERATURE: 
WORKSHOP PRODUCES CRITERIA 


Frankfurt (EPS) - A set of criteria to be used as guidelines for the 
exposure of racist material and preparation of non-racist and anit-racist 
children's books has resulted from a workshop on racism in children's 
literature and school text books held by the Programme to Combat Racism 
and the Office of Education of the World Council of Churches (WCC). 

The workshop was timed to coincide with the opening of the Frankfurt book 
fair, one of the largest gatherings of publishers in Europe, so that the 
conclusions could be shared with and have impact on the many publishers 
attending. 


Forty-one participants from 19 countries took part in the workshop. They 
came from Africa, Asia, Latin America, Europe, North America and Australia. 
They brought to the meeting experience and examples of children's literature 
which contained racist bias. Attention was given mainly to books published 
in Western Europe and North America. 


The workshop attempted to develop techniques of identifying racism in 
children's literature (including religious text books) and to see how non- 
racist and anti-racist children's books could be promoted. 


The extent of the seriousness of racism in the literature considered was 
confirmed and it was stressed that constant self-criticism on the part of 
writers, publishers, teachers, librarians and all persons connected with 
publication and distribution was needed. The workshop report states that 
"even the author's non-racist intentions are of no avail in the absence of 
teacher awareness of the pervasiveness of racism in society where racial 
domination was integral to economic expansion and exploitation in the period 
of their own development". 


The workshop also recognized the destructiveness of racist literature and 
concluded that for white children racist books distort their perception of 
international reality and instil irrational complexes and hatred for other 
races and peoples. 


It was also felt that large commercial publishing houses set hardly any 

standard for children's literature. "With their profit orientation they 
have been oblivious, while indifferent or resistant, to principles which 
would expose and illuminate racism in children's books", said the report. 


The statement stressed that the workshop did not set itself up as an arbiter 
of any lists of books and did not prescribe any censorship. The guidelines, 
however, provide a basis for open discussion to sensitize authors, 
publishers, readers and teachers. "From the process of sensitization new 
standards will undoubtedly emerge", said the workshop's statement. 


The workshop strongly supported the recommendations which seek for alternatives 
in publishing and the writing of anti-racist literature, in the promotion of 
this literature, in facilitating distribution of such materials, and in 
sponsoring children's literature produced or influenced by persons within 

the groups who are the direct victims of racism. 


An appeal was issued to all persons of goodwill to work towards a programme 
against racism in children's literature. The workshop believed that such a 


programme can mobilize people across the world in spite of differences of 
race, ideology and religion. 


EPS 
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ITALIAN CHURCHES REACH FINAL 
AIM OF INTEGRATION 


Turin (EPS) - The process of integration between the Waldensian and 
Methodist Churches in Italy, which began in the late 1940s, has this 
year reached its final aims. At the recent Methodist Conference a 
declaration recalled that after a century of evangelization in Italy 
and 1/7 years after the independence of the Methodist Church in Italy 
the process of federation with the Waldensians has been completed. 


The statement went on: "At the end of the last ordinary session the 
Conference of the Methodist Evangelical Church of Italy feels it to be 
its bounden duty to give thanks to the Lord for the work which, with 

His blessing, it has been allowed to fulfil; and it feels equally it to 
be its duty to express its own joy for having reached the state of being 
one ecclesiastical structure with the creation of the Synodal Assembly 
under the constitution formed with its Waldensian brothers". 


The Conference declaration went on to acknowledge the happiness and 

growing awareness with which Methodist Churches have "unanimously 
expressed their consent to a federation founded on a recognition of 

shared spiritual and historic values contained in Methodist and Waldensian 
traditions, and set towards evangelization."’ The declaration acknowledges 
however, that this has been achieved "not by necessity, nor without periods 
of intense thinking and suffering over the solution of all the problems 
that this process brought up. 


"The conference values this opportunity to be able to tell the churches, 
by means of this Declaration, that one chapter of its own life-history 
is closed, and that, passing on into the experience of a new synodal 
structure, a new chapter in its life is opening." 


In reply the Waldensian Synod received the declaration and expressed 

"its deep joy" and its "thanks to the Lord because the process of 
integration between the two churches will be able to reach its full 
realisation in the synodal session of 1979, in fulfilment of the first act 
of integration approved in 1975. 


EPS 
"ONE WORLD MISSION' FOR WORLD 
EVANGELIZATION 
Lima, Peru (EPS) - The World Evangelization Committee of the World 


Methodist Council has announced that as a climax to its current five 
year programme of world evangelism a "One World Mission" will be launched 
in 1980. 


This mission is expected to feature an international youth conference on 
evangelism; a world-wide interchange of Christian leaders, and special 
media features. 


The launching event will be held on the first Sunday of the decade of the 
eighties, possibly in Suva, Fiji. Similar national events will be held 
in countries around the world and local churches everywhere will be 
invited to celebrate the start of the "One World Mission". 


To finance the world evangelism effort a one million dollar fund has been 
opened, some $ 450,000 of which has already been received. 


Fpc 
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MAJOR CONFERENCE IN 1979 
ON AFRICAN REFUGEES 


Nairobi (EPS) - A major conference on the situation of refugees in Africa 
is to be held in Arusha, Tanzania, in May 1979. This news was revealed 
in a Press Conference here at the beginning of October. 


The conference is being co-sponsored by the Organization of African Unity 
(OAU), the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the 
UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) and is being organized with the 
full participation and active cooperation of the International University 
Exchange Fund (IUEF), the Lutheran World Federation (LWF), the World 
Council of Churches (WCC), the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC), 
and the Scandinavian Institute for African Studies. 


The conference aims to review and evaluate the present refugee situation 
in Africa with a view to proposing solutions and finding ways to tackle 
the problems in the years to come. In addition, national legislations 
concerning refugees will be studied in order to propose improvements which 
will lead to a more committed stance on implementing the OAU convention 
governing refugees in Africa. 


It is hoped that a clearing house on refugee problems can be established 
as soon as possible following the conference. For a long-term programme 
it is hoped the conference may come up with ways of keeping all concerned 
fully aware of the rapidly growing nature of the problems facing refugees 
in Africa and to encourage governments and agencies to be more committed 
to resolving these problems. 

EPS 


WORKSHOP ON EVANGELISM 
PLANNED FOR 1979 


Geneva (EPS) - A workshop on evangelism is being organized by the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) from 4-15 June, 1979. Some 65 participants 
from all over the world are expected to attend including clergy and laity 
with special interests in the urban and rural ministries of evangelism 

in the church. 


The workshop has three main aims: (1) explore the biblical and theological 
understanding of evangelism and our obligation as the Church of Jesus 

Christ, for evangelism in the world today; (2) to share the challenges and 
efforts for evangelism from a regional viewpoint, as well as the frustrations 
and disappointments; and (3) to learn how evangelism is carried out in 
different countries under different politico-economic systems, as well as 
exploring other possibilities for effective evangelism. 


The workshop will be held in the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, near Geneva. 
Churches are encouraged to write to Dr. John Kurewa, Secretary for Evangelism 
of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) at the WCC to 
enquire about participation and for more information concerning the workshop. 


EPS 
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BOSSEY GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OPENS 


Geneva (EPS) - Over sixty students from all over the world will attend the 
27th semester of the graduate school of the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey, 
near Geneva. The semester opened on 17 October, and will go on until next 
February. 


The students, both clergy and lay people, come from 27 countries and almost 
all Christian confessions. They will follow a course designed to give them 
an in-depth knowledge of the ecumenical movement. They will form a living 
community while studying this year's theme : "The Holy Spirit and the 
Ministry of the Church". 


The graduate school opened with a worship service led by the Rev. Alain 
Blancy, associate director of the Institute, and several students. The 
festive part was introduced by Dr. Carl Hertz, the new director of Bossey, 
who welcomed numerous personalities and guests, from church and university 
including Dr. Willem A. Visser't Hooft, honorary president of the WCC, 
Father Emonet, vicar episcopal of the Roman Catholic Church in Geneva, 
Rev. André Pierrehumbert, president of the Geneva Protestant Church, 
Professor Dr. Francois Bovon, dean of the Geneva Faculty of Protestant 
Theology, as well as representatives of the confessional families, the 
European Conference of Churches and the YWCA. 


In his opening address the general secretary of the WCC, Dr. Philip Potter 
shared with the students the four main tasks of the ecumenical movement today: 
expression and communication of the faith in the tri-une God; unity of the 
Church related to the unity of mankind; search for a just, sustainable and 
participatory society and, finally, education and renewal towards a true 
community. 


Professor Jean-Marc Chappuis, vice-rector of the University of Geneva 
explained that the Geneva University was founded in 1559 by John Calvin 

to equip the Church with the ministers and magistrates she needed. He told 
the gathering that a new agreement has recently been signed between the 
University and the Faculty of Theology which provides ‘for ecumenical 
theological teaching. The graduate school of Bossey is linked to this 
University. 


In closing the meeting Dr. Hertz told the students that they were not here 
to discover new doctrines, but to see how vital and central doctrines of 

the faith are seen and interpreted by people of other traditions. They will 
have to enter dialogue, struggle and grow together in faith and with the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, he concluded. 


EPS 
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COUNCIL OF CHURCHES FORMED 
IN NAMIBIA 


Windhoek (EPS) - Representatives of six Namibian churches met in Windhoek 
(17 October) to found a Council of Churches in Namibia. 


The constitution adopted at the founding meeting states the basis of the 
council as: "a fellowship of churches which confess the Lord Jesus Christ 

as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
and therefore seek to fulfil together their common calling to the glory of 
the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit". 


The objects of the council are outlined as: 


- to foster that unity which is Christ's will and gift to his church, 
specifically by assisting the churches in their common calling to 
proclaim the Gospel to all people, 


- to coordinate and consolidate the activities of the member churches, 
- to promote the common interests of the member churches, 
- to assist persons in need and to promote self-help projects, 


- to disseminate abroad and within Namibia information concerning Namibia 
and the churches in Namibia, 


- to organise conferences, meetings, and theological and educational 
courses for Christians and other interested persons, 


- to undertake theological reflection and study on the role of the council 
and the churches in Namibia. 


The members of the council are : The Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokavango 
Church; The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia; The German Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; The Anglican Church in Namibia; The Congegational Church; 
and The African Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Two churches were also granted observer status, namely the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Evangelical Reformed Church in Africa (Dutch Reformed) . 


Bishop James Kauluma of the Anglican Church was elected the President of 
the Council and Landespropst P.G. Kauffenstein of the: German Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Vice-President. 


EPS 


GUDINA TUMSA: ETHIOPIAN 
CHURCH LEADER IS ARRESTED 


Geneva (EPS) - The general secretary of the Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus 
in Ethiopia, the Rev. Gudina Tumsa, was arrested on 11 October, as he was 
working in the church office, according to information reaching here from 
various sources. 


Gudina was taken to a police station in the Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa 
and was held incommunicado. No reasons were given for the arrest. 


The Ethiopian church leader is widely known for his ecumenical concerns 
and is widely travelled outside of Ethiopia. 


The Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus, with 350,000 members was constituted 

in 1958 as an independent church with about 1,300 congregations, and more 

than 200 Ethiopian pastors in all parts of the land. It has been a member 
of the Lutheran World Federation since 1963. 


One week after his arrest, he was still being held by Ethiopian authorities. 
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WCC WELCOMES ELECTION OF 
JOHN PAUL IIL 


Geneva (EPS) - On the occasion of the election of Pope John Paul II, 
the World Council of Churches issued the following statement: 


"The WCC rejoices together with the Roman Catholic Church at the election 

of Cardinal Karol Wojtyla to the Papal Office. Remembering the life and 
witness of his two predecessors the WCC looks towards the new Pope with 

open and sincere expectation. The WCC hopes for a continuation of the 
tradition of the Second Vatican Council, particularly the growing ecumenical 
cooperation and fellowship between the Roman Catholic Church and the member 
churches of the World Council. The new Pope brings to his office and its 
world-wide responsibilities the rich tradition and spirituality of the 
Polish people as well as his pastoral and ecumenical experience as 
Archbishop of Krakow. 


The WCC, together with its member churches pray to God that the Roman 
Catholic Church and its new supreme head and pastor may be filled with 
joy and hope after the recent experience of a double bereavement, so that 
under God's blessing they may continue to witness before the world to His 
wonderful deeds". 


On his return to Geneva from a short trip abroad Dr. Philip Potter, 
WCC general secretary immediately sent the following telegram to 
Pope John Paul II. (18 October) 


"On behalf of the World Council of Churches and on my own behalf may I 
express our joy on your election as the supreme pastor of the Roman Catholic 
Church. I have warm memories of our conversation after my address to the 
Synod of Bishops in 1974 and the keen interest you showed in the common 
witness of the churches to the peoples of our world today. The declaration 
of Your Holiness to the Conclave yesterday clearly shows your eagerness to 
work steadfastly for the removal of the obstacles to full Christian unity 
through the communion of love and active collaboration between the churches. 
May God richly bless Your Holiness with his all sufficient grace and power 


as you shepherd the flock committed to your charge in holiness and truth 
and for the life of the world." 


EPS 
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STAFF CHANGES AT THE WCC 


Geneva (EPS) - During the last few months, seven new executive staff members 
have joined the World Council of Churches, Geneva. 


lis. Atsede KAHSSAY (40) 

took up the position of secretary of church sponsored schools (programme on 
confessional schools) in the Department of Education on 1 August. She is 
Ethiopian and a member of the Coptic Orthodox Church. Ms. Kahssay began 
her career in teaching in 1961, and became supervisor for all secondary 
schools in her country. Subsequently, for a ten year period she was in 
charge of the secondary schools office in the Ministry of Education. In 
1973 Ms. Kahssay was given responsibility for recruitment of foreign staff. 
Most recently she has been dealing with the co-ordination of external aid 
for educational development and expansion. 


Mr. Huibert van BEEK (39) 

At the beginning of September was appointed Consultant to the Africa Desk of 
the Commission for Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS). 
Mr. van Beek comes from the Netherlands and is father of four. Since 1974 
he has been the secretary for development in the department of development, 
Church of Jesus Christ in Madagascar. From 1969-74 he was administrative 
secretary to the general secretary of that church. In the 1960s he was a 
physics teacher in Antananarivo (Madagascar) while at the same time 

actively involved in youth movements, the YMCA, and the Christian student 
movement. 


William A. PERKINS (52) 

Replaced Gerhard Hennes, as secretary for the study on the ecumenical sharing 
of resources and for personnel in the Commission for Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) on 1 September. Mr. Perkins comes from 
the USA and has been head of the religion department of a college in 
Massachussetts since 1974. From 1958-72 he was executive director of the 
"International Christian Youth Exchange" in New York. This is the second 
time that Mr. Perkins has worked at the WCC. From 1953-58 he was associate 
secretary of the Youth Department, and director of the ecumenical work camps. 
From 1949-50 he worked for CIMADE in Dunkerque and Paris. 


Samuel KOBIA (30) 

comes from Kenya and succeeds Mr. Eqemba Igwe (Nigeria) as secretary for 

Rural Mission of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) 

from 1 September. From 1973-76 he worked for the National Council of Churches 
in Kenya (NCCK), and was responsible for mediation between church institutions 
and their employees in establishing terms and conditions of work. He organized 
a study on the effects of tourism and the role of transnational corporations 

on rural development. Mr. Kobia developed the NCCK-sponsored "alternative 
tourism" programme designed to show tourists something of rural and urban 
problems of third world countries. In 1976 he attended the Massachussets 
Institute of Technology (MIT) special programme for regional studies of 
developing countries and in June of this year obtained a diploma in regional 
studies. 


(more) 
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John KUREWA (45) 

will have two occupations at the WCC. He will work half-time as CWME 
secretary for evangelism, and the other part in the department of renewal 
and congregational life. He is Rhodesian and father of three. In 1960 

he was a minister in Salisbury for a year and then continued his studies 

of the history of evangelisation and practical theology as well as 
communication, in the United States. For the next five years he taught 

at a theological college in the USA. From 1975-77, Mr. Kurewa was assistant 
to Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa, of the United Methodist Church in Rhodesia. 
Before joining the WCC he served on the task force reviewing the policy and 
programme of the Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church 
in the United States. 


Reginald I[kechukwu_ STOBER (38) 


is the new assistant director of the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF). 
Mr. Stober comes from Sierra Leone, and has studied economics, law, public 
finance and agricultural economics. He joined the Bank of Sierra Leone, 
the nation's central bank as an executive assistant in 1966, and was 
promoted manager, development finance division in 1973. 


Donald NEWBY (52) 

has been appointed consultant for the CICARWS/CWME Project List and has been 
seconded from the Disciples Church. Since 1967 he has been a minister of 
the Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry (USA). He coordinated the efforts of various 
confessions in that south-western city with a population of half a million. 
Prior to that he was associate director of the World Council of Christian 
Education and the Sunday School Association in Geneva. From 1961-63 he was 
Youth Work consultant of the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC). 

In 1945 Mr. Newby, as a student pastor became director of Youth Work, at 

the Missouri Council of Churches and director of the department of the 
United Christian Youth Movement. 


Among staff leaving the Ecumenical Centre, we would mention : 


Alexander KIRBY (38) 

who since 1976 was a consultant of the Programme to Combat Racism (PCR). 
Mr. Kirby is British and from 1970-73 was editor of the monthly magazine 
"Race Today" published by the Institute for Race Relations in London. 

Mr. Kirby wrote a series of important reports on the situation in Southern 
Africa for PCR. Mr. Kirby has taken a position with BBC World Service in 
London. 


Michael P. TESTA 

has been the Europe representative of the United Presbyterian Church in the 
USA, the United Church of Christ Board for World Ministries, and the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. After 30 years of service among 
the churches in Europe, Mr. Testa is to retire at the beginning of November. 
In January 1979, he will be succeeded by the Rev. Robert C. Lodwick, 
presently acting as programme director for mission in education and health, 
in the New York offices of the UPCUSA. From 1953-58, he served with CIMADE 
as director of the Foyer in Coudekerque, France. From 1961-64 he was a 
consultant to the Coptic Evangelical Church in Egypt. 


EPS 


EF P S Ecumenical 
Press Service 


LES: ‘““OIKOUMENE” GENEVA - TEL. 98 94 00 TELEX 23 423 OIK CH - 150 ROUTE DE FERNEY, 1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLANI 


No.29/45th Year 26 October 1978 


Contents: 


African Churches call fourth assembly ...........ccccccccceee 
Bee LOSE ya Le fOr Swed Cl a... 6: aus, nin yo nin 80 ates Wk men Hehe Bod 
Seeeeeroureh, eadersivisit | Cameroon’. /6i5 65%. wks o's! 00 ded eee ne 
; British Churches' Council reaffirms support for PCR ......... 
GDR Christians participate in international aid.............. 
EERO LANG Og Men NE Tad W451 4. «oie 40,0 nin nan.tte Gme prndeitates 
Semmamecndrell: Codnei opposes PCR grant )F. UP. Fee ORL POR Ee 
Indian floods "unprecedented' says CASA .....cceecccccceccees 
Pareerone elect new president 1n Brazil «vssinesce burns canntae 


See eMOt lana detained again ....ccccss OP Esso. OE, CORSE IES, 5 


LO Go CO BI, &@ OO. Oka be UO) to.” bh 


Photo Oikoumene e@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeee 


THE NEXT EPS WILL APPEAR ON 9 NOVEMBER 1978 


iblished under auspices: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young Women’s 
hristian Association - World Student Christian Federation. 


1e aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
ovements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


2 No.29 - 26 October 1978 


AFRICAN CHURCHES CALL 
FOURTH ASSEMBLY 


Nairobi (EPS) - Nairobi has been chosen as the venue of the Fourth Assembly 
of the All Africa Conference of Churches, due to be held in 1981. 


The AACC executive committee, which met in Kigali, Rwanda last week, chose 
the Kenyan capital in order to enable delegates who will be representing 
more than 50 million Christians throughout the continent, to see the 
organization's new headquarters complex in Nairobi. The office block is 
already in use while construction of the chapel and conference centre, 
which will also house an AACC library and archival unit, is about mid-way 
towards completion. 


The Assembly is the principal policy-making body of the AACC. The first 
three assemblies were held in Kampala (1963), Abidjan (1969) and Lusaka (1974). 


An assembly preparatory committee has been formed, headed by the Patriarch 
of the Methodist Church of Nigeria His Pre-Eminence E. Bolaji Idowu. 


The Kigali meeting, presided over by AACC Chairman, Rev. John Gatu, was 
opened by the Rwandese minister for social affairs and co-operatives, on 
behalf of the head of state, Major-General Habyarimana Juvenal. 


The committee also decided to proceed with the summit conference of heads 
of churches, on human rights in Africa, originally due to be held last year. 


The conference will now be held in early 1979. The venue will be announced 
shortly. The conference is being called to enable church leaders to discuss 
the worsening situation of human rights violations. This has given rise to 
more than three million refugees on the continent. It is hoped that the 
conference will provoke profound theological and political discussions on the 
subject and develop a strategy of the churches for combatting the problem. 


The executive committee also endorsed a programme to build public awareness 
about the refugee situation in Africa. 


On theological concerns, the executive committee commissioned a major 
theological and political study into the factors leading to the banning of 
churches and religious sects in a number of African countries. 


This study will aim to help the churches and Christians to become more aware 
of the problems and towards evolving strategies to deal effectively with them. 


The committee also asked the theology department to produce an African 
hymnal, comprising authentic African religious tunes. The hymnal is to be 
published before the 1981 Assembly. 


On communication matters, the committee gave its final approval to the setting 
up of an African Church Information Service. This service is to be based in 
Nairobi and will facilitate a speedy flow of information among the churches 

in Africa and throughout the world. The committee also endorsed the AACC's 
participation in an African Ecumenical Coordinating Committee to find outlets 
for the continuation of the radio ministry in Africa, once carried out by 
Radio Voice of the Gospel. 


Also approved was the establishment of a consultative service unit to assist 
church media organisations in maintaining media equipment; production of media’ 
materials and management of media operations: the unit will also provide 
localized training and be used to sensitize church leaders to the role of 
communication in the work of the church. 


(more) 
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The committee issued a statement endorsing the message sent to the 
World Council of Churches by the AACC chairman and the Acting General 
Secretary, on the WCC's grants to liberation movements. The committee 
called the WCC's decision "an important and timely mark of consistency 
in the WCC policies." 


In another message the Executive Committee regretted that its vice- 
chairperson Mrs. Sally Motlana was unable to attend. Mrs. Mot lana, 

one of South Africa's best known ecumenical women, has been refused a 
passport and her husband has been the victim of several banning orders 
by the racist regime. The Executive Committee assured Mrs. Motlana and 
her husband of its prayers and continuing solidarity. 


EPS 


CHRISTIAN TV FESTIVAL 
FOR SWEDEN 


Stockholm (EPS) - The Sixth International Christian Television Week is to 
take place from 20-26 May, 1979. It will be held on the premises of 
Sveriges Radio in Stockholm. 


The festival, which has met in Monte Carlo, Baden-Baden, Salzburg, Brighton 
and Montreux, has previously been arranged on the initiative of UNDA and 
the WACC - the Catholic and Protestant organizations concerned with 
Christian communication. 


This time Sveriges Radio, in cooperation with other Nordic Radio and TV- 
organizations, is to host the festival. 


Programme categories have been established as : 1) information programmes, 
2) drama, 3) liturgy, 4) entertainment, 5) educational and 6) children's 
programmes. 

EPS 


ASIAN CHURCH LEADERS 
VISIT CAMEROON 


Yaounde, (EPS) - Two Asian church leaders have just completed a visit 
to the Presbyterian Church in the Cameroon. The two were the Rev. Dr. 
Fridolin Ukur from Djakarta, Indonesia and Rev. James Thu En Yu from 
Saba, Malaysia. 


Their visit was designed to enable them to see church life in a sister 
church and to help assess what aspects of Cameroonian church life could 
be used in Indonesia and Malaysia. 


The visitors toured Presbyterian Church operations in the South-West 

and North-West provinces. In the North-West the minister took part in 
local harvest thanksgiving celebrations and visited the maternity/ 
dispensary clinic and the Presbyterian General Hospital Acha-Tugi as well 
as paying courtesy calls on the local traditional rulers. 


The Presbyterian Church in Cameroon and the churches represented by the 

two Asian visitors were founded by the Basel Mission. This is the second 
time that the Presbyterian Church in Cameroon has hosted church leaders 
from Asia in this way, the first group of three visited the country in 1975. 
Cameroonian church leaders visited various Asian countries in 1976. 


EPS 
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BRITISH CHURCHES' COUNCIL 
REAFFIRMS SUPPORT FOR PCR 


London (EPS) - Following the controversy aroused by the announcement last 
August of the 85,000 dollar grant by the Special Fund of the World Council 
of Churches' Programme to Combat Racism to the Rhodesian Patriotic Front, 
the British Council of Churches (BCC) has at its Autumn Assembly, meeting 
in London, 24-25 October, reaffirmed its support in principle for the 
programme while calling for further talks with the World Council on the 
issues raised. 


The BCC approved its executive committee's action in conveying to the WCC 
its concern "about the way in which decisions about PCR grants are made, 
communicated and received" and invited the WCC to enter into further talks 
with member churches on these matters, talks which would also have as their 
aim "to improve communication and assist Christian people to comprehend the 
actions of the WCC." 


This came at the end of a lengthy resolution which began by expressing the 
belief that the grant to the Patriotic Front raised no new issue of 
principle and went on to affirm the BCC's current policy as administered 
by Christian Aid, by the Division of International Affairs, and by the 
Community and Race Relations Unit. 


Most notable during the lengthy debate was the distinctive Irish view 
expressed in one of three amendments the Assembly failed to adopt. This 
Irish amendment, proposed by David Lapsley of the Presbyterian Church of 
Ireland and seconded by Canon Eric Elliott of the Church of Ireland, would 
have substituted a much shorter resolution by which the BCC, while 
reaffirming its commitment in principle to the PCR and its Special Fund, 
would have instructed its General Secretary "to convey the deep concern 
and dissatisfaction of many member churches at how the Programme and the 
Special Fund are being administered" and would have requested the World 
Council "to review the terms of reference, the criteria and the 
administration of the Programme to Combat Racism and its Special Fund". 


The Irish speakers made it clear that this amendment came out of their 
experience of violence in their country and expressed their apprehension 
lest the churches, by supporting what seemed now to be the right cause, 
should find themselves in the future on the wrong side. 


Although the Irish amendment failed to win the BCC's backing it is likely 
that such views will be put before the Irish Council of Churches for its 
endorsement when that body next meets. And, as the BCC Assembly was 

reminded by John Barkley, another Irish Presbyterian, the grant has created 
such a stir in his church that a special assembly has been called to consider 
its relations with the World Council. 


While the Irish were critical of any apparent endorsement of violence, as 
were a number of other speakers, another criticism of the grant was that 

it dismissed too readily the internal settlement reached by Ian Smith and 
three African leaders. At the other end of the spectrum a second defeated 
amendment, moved by Dr. John Fleming of the Church of Scotland would have 
committed the BCC to much more wholeheartedly and less critically to support 
for the PCR in general and by implication for the grant to the Patriotic 
Front in particular, while there were not lacking speakers to 


(more) 
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denounce the fraudulent nature of the internal settlement and to point 
out that it only came about as the result of pressure from the Patriotic 
Front. "A devious man surrenders a little power too late," was how 

Dr. Fraser, of the Church of Scotland, described it. 


The kind of issues likely to be raised with the World Council were listed 
by the Executive Committee in a background paper. They include the 
differing emphases that should be placed on the political and on the 
humanitarian aspects of PCR grants, the question whether the decision to 
make a particular grant may be "politically sound but diplomatically inept", 
the extent of the WCC's implied commitment to the Patriotic Front in making 
this particular grant, and the question whether this grant implies a 
measure of support for some of the forms of violence used by the Patriotic 
Front to further its political ends. 


Summing up the debate, which he had chaired, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr. Donald Coggan, who is President of the BCC, said he was glad the 
resolution was passed. 'But I think that the strictures on the WCC's 
handling of it," he added, "have indicated a feeling of great uneasiness, 
reflected in the correspondence of us all, and this will need to be looked 
at very carefully by the WCC." 


The BCC Assembly also welcomed the publication next month of the Ecumenical 
Prayer Cycle ''For All God's People" drawn up by the World Council of 
Churches, and it commended it for use in local churches. 


EPS 


GDR CHRISTIANS PARTICIPATE 
IN INTERNATIONAL AID 


Berlin, GDR (EPS) - In 1977, "Brot fiir die Welt"’ in the German Democratic 
Republic collected over DM 3,5 million for international aid. This 
organization, which is supported by the Protestant Church Federation, 

the Union of Free Evangelical Churches, and Interior Mission and 
Interchurch Aid in the GDR, has sent material aid for DM 150,000 to 

Sudan and DM 250,000 to India, during these last few months for flood 
relief. 


Food products, clothes and medicines worth DM 500,000 have been sent to 
Upper Volta, Gambia, Mali and Nigeria, to combat drought in the Saharan 
region. The despatch of a hundred bicycles, from parishes of the 
Evangelical Church of Saxony to the Protestant Lutheran Church of 
Tanzania was also financed by "Brot fiir die Welt". The transmission 
of this aid is usually carried out by the Red Cross of the GDR. 

EPS 
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NEW METROPOLITAN FOR LENINGRAD 


Leningrad (EPS) - Patriarch Pimen and the Holy Synod of the Russian 
Orthodox Church have appointed Metropolitan Antony of Minsk, as 
Metropolitan of Leningrad and Novgorod, on 10 October. He will succeed 
Metropolitan Nikodim, who died on 5 September 1978, while in audience 
with newly elected Pope John Paul I. 


Metropolitan Antony is one of the best known leaders of the Russian 
Orthodox Church and has been the head of the diocese of Minsk and 
Byelorussia since 1965. He studied at the Theological Seminary of 
Moscow and was ordained a priest in 1950. After that he became rector 
at various theological seminaries in the Soviet Union. 


Metropolitan Antony (born Anatoly Sergejwitsch) has taken part in many 
ecumenical meetings. He was the head of the editing committee of 
"Bogoslowskije Trudy", which is a collection of theological works. 


EPS 


GERMAN CHURCH COUNCIL 
OPPOSES PCR GRANT 


Frankfurt (EPS) - The Evangelical Church of Germany (EKD) has expressed 
disapproval of the financial aid given to the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe 
and to the South-West Africa Peoples Organization (SWAPO) in Namibia by 
the Special Fund of the Programme to Combat Racism and reaffirmed its 
reservations of principle to the Special Fund. The Council of the EKD 

has requested that a thorough re-examination of this Fund from which 
grants are made to the liberation movements for humanitarian purposes, 

be carried out. However, the people who criticize the WCC on that subject, 
were urged by the Council to remain within the ecumenical community. 


A public statement from the EKD council's meeting states that a memorandum 
concerning the relationship between the EKD and the WCC with particular 
view on the Special Fund should be prepared with this memorandum. The 

EKD would contribute to elaborating a new conception for the elimination 
of racism. The statement points out that the situation on the African 
continent has changed considerably since the creation of the 2 patiee Seb Fund, 
and liberation movements are now fighting each other. 


The EKD dismissed the suggestion of withdrawing from the WCC because of 
grants made to liberation movements. The EKD stated that the WCC was an 
ecumenical instrument for which there is no replacement. The Evangelical 
Church of Germany encouraged its member churches, in spite of their 
criticism to individual WCC"s decisions to remain within the international 
ecumenical community. 


EPS 
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INDIAN FLOODS 'UNPRECEDENTED ' 
SAYS CASA 


Geneva (EPS) - The disastrous floods which have recently swept over vast 
areas of India have inevitably brought in their wake additional misery 
to the already poor people of the area. 


The situation in West Bengal was described as “unprecedented"™ by the 
Church's Auxiliary for Social Action (CASA) in a communiqué to the World 
Council of Churches Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS). 
According to official reports about 15 million people have been affected 
in this state alone and the death toll is around 700. 


This year's deluge is perhaps the worst of its kind in India. Floods and 
drought, death, hunger and natural catastrophes are not new to the Indian 
sub-continent but the floods which have assailed the cities, towns and 
villages of North and North-East India have made millions of people homeless, 
and are unheard of in India's "flood history". 


The Indian Central Government has launched a rehabilitation programme and 
many private organizations are also providing relief, among them CASA. 


The CASA Calcutta office has reported that food supplies are scarce and 
that prices are exhorbitant, however they are purchasing rice and wheat 
flour for distribution. Stress is being placed by both government and 
voluntary agencies on the prevention of epidemics in flooded areas. 


CASA's relief operations are extensive. In the Nadia district, 22,000 people 
have benefited from a 10 day feeding programme and 2,000 children are 
receiving milk daily. MInoculations are being carried out at the rate of 
1,000 a day and 500 patients are being attended a day by four medical teams. 
Thousands of water purification tablets have also been distributed. In other 
districts thousands are receiving dry food packets, loaves of bread, bags of 
milk powder and other dry rations. 


In some areas, however, relief operations were suspended for a time due to 
heavy rain and in one area food packets were being air-dropped to about 
5,600 victims a day. 


All this help is not achieved without great self-sacrifice on the part of 

the relief teams themselves. CASA reported on 10 October that the whereabouts 
of one relief team comprising 12 people, which had left for one of the worst 
hit areas, was not known. They also stated that a team had had to be 

recalled because of ill health of team members after they had stayed on 
roof-tops for a week without proper food and shelter. Thirty-five CASA staff 
and about 100 volunteers are operating in nine villages using two motorboats. 
Seven pedojets for immunisation are also in continuous use. 


After the initial relief, however, comes the rehabilitation and this is 
already being tackled by the church group. This phase is exemplified by 

the scheme in Alipur block of Delhi and in Dadri Tehsil of Ghaziabad as well 
as other places. The two points of this programme are food-for-work and a 
material *hild health programme. 


(more) 
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Under the first scheme the "unemployment" and "housing" problem is solved, 
say CASA, who will employ the villagers themselves for the re-building of 
houses and give them food and a little money as payment. The houses will 
be for the villagers and they will have food also. 


The majority of the victims who benefit from CASA's relief work come from 
the poorest areas of society - such as landless labourers and marginal 
farmers. 


In support of CASA the CICARWS section of the World Council of Churches 
issued an appeal for US $ 300,000 for immediate relief. US $ 250,000 was 
cabled straight away. The whole post-flood programme as outlined by CASA 
will amount to an expenditure of some US $ 2,72 million. 

EPS 


LUTHERANS ELECT 
NEW PRESIDENT IN BRAZIL 


Joinville (EPS) - During the 11th general assembly of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Brazil, 19-22 October 1978, in Joinville, the Rev. 
Augusto Ernesto Kunert was elected president. He succeeds the Rev. Karl 
Gottschald (62). The new president, who is 55 years old, has been the 
vice-president of the church since 1970. He was a parish minister from 
1951 to 1961, and then the director of the diaconal institutes of Pella/ 
Bethanie until 1969. The Church Council was also elected to include 

six laymen, and one laywoman. 


The assembly had to choose between two candidates, the Revs. Augusto Kunert 
and Germano Burger (46). Before the vote, both candidates were questioned 
at length with respect to their activities. By choosing Mr. Kunert, the 
delegates voted for a more moderate social/political and ecclesiastical 
programme. 


The church was established in 1968 and now has some 750,000 members. 
The number of Lutherans living in Brazil is estimated at one million. 


EPS 


SALLY MOTLANA 
DETAINED AGAIN 


Geneva (EPS) - As we go to press it is learned from South Africa that 
Mrs. Sally Motlana, a vice-president of the South AfricanCouncil of Churches 
has been detained. 


In a statement, Bishop Desmond Tutu, general secretary of the SACC and 
Rev. Peter Storey SACC vice-president, expressed their distress at 
Mrs. Motlana's detention. They state: 


"On the previous two occasions she was released without any charges being 
preferred against her. We deplore the practice of detention without trial 
for it means taking months or even years out of a person's life in an 
arbitrary fashion. 


"Tf the authorities have evidence to justify lengthy or repeated detentions 
then this evidence should surely be good enough to be tested in a court of law. 
We are witnessing in South Africa at the present time a serious erosion of the 
rights of individuals and an abrogation of the rule of law. 


"We demand that Mrs. Motlana and the other detainees be charged or released 
forthwith. South Africa's good name is being dragged in the mud by the 
practice of detention without trial." 

EPS 
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CHURCH AND LIFE IN LATIN AMERICA 


A meeting at the end of September in 
Oaxtepec, Mexico, of some 110 Protestant 
Churches in Latin America, set up a "Latin 
American Council of Churches in process of 
formation" (Story EPS No.26, 28 September). 
This historic gathering acts as a reminder 
that the church - both Roman Catholic and 
Protestant - is inextricably bound up with 
life in the Latin American continent. 
(2205) Bible study and special interest 
themes were studied in the open air at 
Oaxtepec. 

(Photo CAVE-Mexico) 
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(2206) Latin America is a continent of young, where young 
people early learn to shoulder the burden of work. A scene 
from an Ecudorian shanty town. 

(2207) Every year 2 November is celebrated as the day of 
the dead. This Peruvian family visits the graves of 
relatives. 

(2208) The informality of this Roman Catholic service does 
not exclude the domestic pets. 

(2209) First national meeting of the Centre for Peruvian 
"Campesinos" in Anta, Province of Cuzco, November 1977. 
A project receiving church support. 

(2210) A course of political conscientization for adults 
in Rio Bamba, Ecuador. 

(Photos SALGADO/WCC) 

(2211) An Agricultural project in Guatemala which is 
receiving support from Church World Service (CWS) in the 
United States. 

(Photo: C. Lerrigo) 

(2212) Nicaragua has recently been shaken by civil strike. 
iipeomaiso sub ject,to natural calamities.) This, 1973 
picture shows an earthquake damaged house. 

(Photo: United Methodist Missions by Toge Fujihira) 


(Cover) The church is an attraction in the shanty towns 
OL-Brazily, 
(Photo: United Methodist Board of Global Ministries). 
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hoto oiko Photos are available from the World Council of Churches, Film and Visual Arts Department, 
p umene P.O.B. 66, 1211 Geneva, at the cost of Sw Fr. 20.—, or equivalent in your currency. 


DISASTROUS FLOODS HIT INDIA 


Recent floodshave brought death, destruction, misery, hung 
and disease to many areas of India. (See story this issue 
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(2200) A flooded colony of Delhi. 

(2201) A submerged car gives an idea of depth o 
flooding while helpless inhabitants cling to fi 
floor ledger for safety, in New Delhi. 

(2202) The Church's Auxiliary for Social Action 
(CASA) busy with relief in Allahabad, India. 
(2203) Public service transport was put out of 
action in West Bengal. 

(2204) CASA's relief workers prepare supplies f 
distribution. 


(Photos CASA and Flash Lite.) 
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HUNGARIAN STATE OFFICIAL 
VISITS ECUMENICAL CENTRE 


Geneva (EPS) - Mr. Imre Miklos, President of the State Office for Religious 
Affairs of the Hungarian Government recently paid a visit to the Ecumenical 
Centre here and addressed a general staff meeting and responded to questions. 
The invitation to Mr. Miklos had been extended in recognition of generally 
improved state/church relations in Hungary in recent years, and Mr. Miklos's 
expressed desire to have a better understanding and knowledge of the head- 
quarters of the World Council of Churches (WCC), the Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF), the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC), the Conference of 
European Churches (CEC), and the other ecumenical head offices located in the 
Ecumenical Centre. 


Mr. Miklos had circulated a paper prior to the meeting entitled "Some 
experiences of the policy regarding churches in the Hungarian People's 
Republic" and, in introducing this paper, he referred to the visits to 
Hungary by church leaders from the WCC, LWF, Roman Catholics, and of 
Dr. Billy Graham. 


"We are not afraid to show our real reality" said Mr. Miklos. "Life is 
different", he went on "but this is good, for us''. It might not be as good 
as we would like but at the same time it is not as ugly and wrong as some 
would have us believe, he remarked. 


In his paper Mr. Miklos emphasized that the relations between the churches 
and the state in Hungary are well ordered and serve the genuine interests 
both of the society and churches. Agreements between church and state, 
signed some 30 years ago, "helped the believers to cooperate, with a clear 
conscience, with those of another ideology in building up a new, more just 
and more humane society," and, said Mr. Miklos, "made it possible for the 
churches to find their place in a wholly new society - entirely different 
from the previous one." 


The Minister's paper went on to draw attention to the interest in religion, 
which, he said "like that of other Marxist parties, is not novel". Mr. Miklos 
said that the state recognized the social influence of churches and religions 
and "we have always acknowledged the social reality of religious masses, 
although we have not always drawn the right conclusions from them". He also 
acknowledged that the position of the Marxists and their relationship with 
churches is open to change and is not a "ready-made model for all times". 


In recalling the tensions of the 1950's Mr. Miklos said that "the fight we 
waged in the first of the past three decades against the retrograde political 
and social positions of the churches in Hungary was regarded by many as a 
fight against religion". It was not so, he declared, "Our struggle was not 
against religion. We had to overcome the political, economic and social 
structures with which Christian Churches had been closely interwoven in the 
past social system". 


Mr. Miklos then recalled a few of the characteristics of the new type of 
relationship and stated that: "Religious people in our country no longer 

see any conflict between their belief and their work for socialism. Party 
members professing communist principles do not regard their fellow-citizens 
who adopt a religious world-view as their enemies. They mutually consider one 


another as co-workers and partners in the great work of building the socialist 
society." 
(more) 
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Another of the important insights of this 30 years of working together 
according to Mr. Miklos is that "we cannot and must not rank religious 

people among the enemies of socialism". He went on: "Large masses of 

people adhere to religion in one form or another in socialist society. 

Their presence and their belonging to some church are an important sociological 
reality. In the course of building socialism, we expect their constructive 
contribution..." 


Dealing with the question of religious freedom where, Mr. Miklos pointe# out, 
he did not only mean "free participation in liturgical acts", he emphasized: 
"As stated in the agreements, the churches may also deal with the young. 
Teaching of religion is carried out in their choice. Children's services of 
worship proceed uninhibited. _ The preparation for confirmation continues in 
a normal way. The churches also display very lively press activity." 


In answering questions around the paper Mr. Miklos described the relationship 
between the "masses and the party as good."" He continued: "We respect the 
God believing man who stands with us more than the atheist, nihilistic non- 
believer who is against us." 

EPS 


CHURCH DIVISIONS "INTOLERABLE 
SCANDAL" SAYS POPE 


Rome (EPS) - Pope John Paul II in an address to the non-Catholic church 
delegations attending his inauguration said that the presence of such 
delegations "is a visible testimony to our common resolve to establish even 
closer bonds between us and to surmount the divisions we inherit from the 
past." 


The Pope went on to say that "these divisions are an intolerable scandal, a 
hindrance to the proclamation of the good news of the gift of salvation in 
Jesus Christ, to the publishing of this great hope which the world so 
desparately needs today." 


During his address the new Pope assured the delegations of the firm resolve 
"to press ahead along the path to unity, in the spirit of the Second Vatican 
Council and following the example of our predecessors." He went on: "although 
we have already come a long way we must not halt ... so long as we have still 
not achieved the unity which Christ wills for His Church, that unity for which 
he prayed." 


"Christ's will'', said Pope John Paul II, "and the witness we must bear to Him - 
this is the cause which inspires each and every one of us not to weary or be 
discouraged in this endeavour. We are confident that He who began this work 
among us will furnish us abundantly with the strength to persevere in it and 
bring it to fruition." 


The Pope also assured his hearers that ''the commitment of the Catholic Church 
in the ecumenical movement as solemnly articulated in the Second Vatican 
Council is irreversible". He also noted the "brotherly trust and cooperation' 
seen between the church delegations and the Secretariat for Unity, and 
expressed the hope that "we may often meet again and find ourselves even 
closer to one another, more and more in deep communion in the mystery of 
Christ, our only Lord." 


EPS 
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NCC USA JOINS NESTLE BOYCOTT, 
HITS RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, ELECTS 
HOWARD PRESIDENT 


New York (EPS) - The Rev. M. William Howard Jr., 32 year old black American 
Baptist minister and executive of the Reformed Church in America, has become 
the youngest president in the history of the 28 year old National Council of 
Churches. His election climaxed the 2-4 November meeting here at the council's 
252-member policy-making governing board which also approved extensive policy 
statements advocating the human rights of native Americans, called attention 

to human rights violations in Cambodia and civil strife in Nicaragua, joined 

a boycott of Nestlé products, commended Middle East peace efforts and called 

on other Arab states to join "the search for peace". 


Mr. Howard, who is the outgoing moderator of the World Council of Churches' 
Programme to Combat Racism, replaces William P. Thompson in the NCC presidency. 
Mr. Thompson is the chief executive officer of the United Presbyterian Church 
in the USA and represents his church on the WCC's Central Committee. 


The board declined to act on the merits of a proposed policy statement on 
energy, voting instead to issue it as a study document. The drafting 
committee was asked to prepare a "concise" statement for consideration at the 
board's May 1979 meeting. The 43 page draft statement before the board here 
recommended that society employ only energy technologies that foster such 
ethical goals as preservation of the biosphere, equitable distribution of 
resources and participatory decision making. It advocated "stringent 
conservation by the affluent" and the development of "renewable" energy 
resources such as solar energy. 


The policy statement on Indian affairs supports the right of Indian nations 
in the USA to maintain their sovereignty. It urges the US government to 
recognize "any lands, jurisdiction and government properly claimed by such 
nations" and to guarantee them lands and resources in addition to those set 
aside by treaty. The churches in the US should concede their "sinful 
complicity" in the destruction of Indian tribal economies and should promote 
economic development of tribes, the statement also urged. 


In joining the boycott of Nestlé, the governing board criticized the company's 
overseas promotion of infant formula. ..."' the substitution of commercial 
infant formula for breast milk in areas of the world where poverty, illiteracy, 
impure water and inadequate sanitation prevail has resulted in infant 
malnutrition, illness, brain damage and death", the board's resolution charged. 
It accused Nestlé of "attempts to shift mothers in the developing world from 
breast feeding to the use of the corporation's infant formula". 


In other actions the board approved a US $ 25,331,180 budget, a million dollars 
more than a year ago; asked US Secretary of State Cyrus Vance to take actions 
aimed at halting human rights violations in Cambodia; recognized the right of 
religious groups to purchase broadcast time, ending a 22-year policy advising 
against the sale or purchase of time for religious broadcasting; urged a 
moratorium on the deportation of Haitian refugees from the US, opposed 
government efforts to regulate charitable solicitations by churches and 
advocated withdrawal of the US military from the Puerto Rican island of 
Vieques. 

(more) 
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The board accepted the Coptic Orthodox Church into membership, bringing 
the total of communion in the council to 32 and resolved to meet only in 
states which have ratified the equal rights amendment. The council became 
the first US religious body to adopt a comprehensive open-meeting rule. 


The rule provides for public access to official council meetings, with a 
few exceptions. 


EPS 


WORLD CONFESSIONAL FAMILIES | 
MEET IN GENEVA 


Geneva (EPS) - The things which divide the churches should be seen not as 
"possessions to be clung to" but as "gifts to be shared". This was one of 
the recommendations which came out of a recent meeting attended by 46 
representatives of 15 World Confessional Families (Seventh Day Adventists, 
Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Orthodox, Lutherans, etc.) and the WCC. 


The consultation met to consider the question "how can the WCFs and the 
WCC develop more fruitful relationships in recognition of the fact that they 
all seek to serve the one ecumenical movement?" 


They considered the theme under three main points: the urgency of developing 
ways to engage in common witness; the unity of the Church and the search for 
more effective relationships between the WCFs and the WCC. 


In discussing "common witness" the participants expressed the view that 
common witness and service within the ecumenical movement are too limited 
and that the things which divide and comprise separate identities should not 
be clung to but rather should be seen as gifts to be shared. 


On the unity of the church the participants recognized that the WCC and the 
WCFs have "constructive and complementary roles" to play. The consultation 
recommended "adequate participation" of the WCFs in Faith and Order studies 
on doctrinal issues of unity and the avoidance of a fragmented approach. 
They expressed the desire to focus on the following four requirements of 
unity: ending prejudices and hostilities and lifting the condemnations; 
sharing one faith; being able mutually to recognize baptism, eucharist and 
ministry; and agreeing on ways of deciding and acting together. 


The consultation also considered areas for more effective relationships and 
mentioned human rights, including religious liberty, dialogue with people 
of other faiths and ideologies, inter-church aid, service activities for 
refugees and emergency aid, programmes for co-operation for development and 
ecumenical sharing of resources. 


The consultation recognized that the WCC represents the most comprehensive 
forum in which the churches and confessions meet, and acknowledged that the 
15 WCFs and churches are very different in their nature and their authority 
but there is a high degree of complementarity in the ways in which they 
participate in the one ecumenical movement. The participants expressed the 
belief that the consultation represented a further step in the process of 
discussion and reflection and will help toward a new relationship in which 
the WCC and the WCFs can more effectively serve their common commitment. 


EPS 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND DELAY DECISION 
ON REMARRIAGE OF DIVORCEES 


London (EPS) - On the contentious issue of the remarriage in church of 
divorced persons the Church of England has just given itself a breathing 
space. In July its General Synod showed itself to be very evenly divided 
when by only seven votes it rejected a proposal that the remarriage in 
church of divorced persons should, with due safeguards, be allowed. 


In London, this week, the Synod voted to ask its 43 dioceses for their 

views on the question and above all on the report on marriage and the 

church's task. The dioceses have been asked to provide their comments - 
which it is hoped will cover the whole subject-matter of the report and not 
just the majority proposal on the remarriage of divorcees - by 30 April, 1980. 


Earlier the Synod rejected a proposal by the Bishop of Winchester, Dr. John 
Taylor, to include in the Church of England's liturgy a prayer for use after 
an abortion. 


The Bishop argued that the primary purpose of his proposal was "to strengthen 
in our society ... that reverence for life and for human life in particular 
which in the long run will be the only safeguard against all sorts of casual 
and irresponsible disposal and manipulation of the human person". 


He was supported by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Donald Coggan, who 
stressed the traumatic effect of abortion on the woman concerned and the need 
for her to be aware that the church cared for her. 


Nevertheless the proposal was voted down by 206 to 174. 


At the start of its week's business - 6-10,November - the Synod learned from 
the Archbishop of Canterbury that between 24 May and 4 June next year, he is 

to visit East Berlin, Hungary, Poland and West Berlin. It will be the first 
time that an Archbishop of Canterbury has visited Hungary and Poland. It is 
understood that Dr. Coggan discussed his proposed visit to Poland with the 
newly elected Pope John Paul II, when he met him in Rome after his inauguration. 


EPS 


PRESIDENT SADAT TO RECEIVE 
METHODIST PEACE AWARD 


London (EPS) - President Sadat of Egypt is to receive the Annual Peace Award 
of the World Methodist Council. The Award consists of US $ 1,000 and an 
inscribed medallion. It is given to an individual who has shown courage, 
creativity and consistency in the cause of peace. 


The officers of the Council asked President Sadat to accept the Award because 
of his initiative in visiting Jerusalem in order to break a long-established 
deadlock in the relations between Israel and Egypt. The proposal to make the 


Award to the President was made before the announcement of the granting of 
the Nobel Peace Prize. 


EPS 
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BURMESE CHURCHMAN PARTICIPATES IN ECUMENICAL MEETING - 
FIRST TIME SINCE 1963 


Singapore (EPS) - Following the recent relaxation of travel rules for 
citizens of Burma the Rev. Aung Khin, General Secretary of the Burma 
Council of Churches has been able to visit here the offices of the Christian 
Conference of Asia (CCA) and attend the recent meetings of the four 
Programme Advisory Committees. 


The Rev. Aung Khin is the first person to come out of Burma for an ecumenical 
meeting since 1963. 


In commenting on the significance of the visit the news service of the CCA 
says that "Aung Khin's presence was an inspiration to all of us. Because 
it pointed to the unfailing faithfulness of God, and to the reality of our 
ecumenical fellowship which is not broken by absence or distance. 


"His presence was also a reminder to us. It reminded us how precarious our 
Situation is in several Asian countries. And how much we can support one 
another, as the Burmese Church supported all of us during these years of 
its isolation by the courage of its witness." 


Aung Khin also read a letter from U Ba Hmyin, President of the Burma Council 

of Churches which said that "after a decade and a half of missing such 

personal fellowship and exchange with fellow Christians abroad, our Lord of 

history has restored to us now the opportunity to send the General Secretary 
. to your consultation..." 


In an interview with the Editor of the CCA News,Mr. Khin said that the church 
in Burma never really felt cut off, they read all the paperssent to them and 
"we have been busy with our church programmes, evangelistic work, Bible studies, 
conferences, summer camps and all other things. We knew you were praying for 
us. We never really felt entirely isolated." 


When asked what had been the outstanding achievements of the Burmese church 
since 1963 Mr. Khin replied that he thought the church now has a new image - 
no longer a foreign image - "our people", he said, "used to call us the Voice 
of America. Now to a large extent that impression has been dispelled." 


Referring to reports of church growth in Burma, Mr. Khin said that these were 
rather exaggerated. "The church has grown, but it is chiefly a natural growth, 
a biological growth." He went on: "The kind of mass conversion that happened 
in the Kachin gathering last year is not something that happens every day. 

That was a very special occasion when over 6,000 people joined the church." 


Commenting on some of the difficulties the churches face, Mr. Khin said that 
the lack of Bibles was a major problem but that recently the government took 
the responsibility for printing some 10,000 copies. He also mentioned the 
difficulty of getting theologically trained teachers for the seminaries but 
stressed that despite these difficulties "the church is not persecuted in 
Burma". 

EPS 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND REJECT 
WOMEN'S ORDINATION 


London (EPS) - Women priests as a practical possibility have been rejected 

by the Church of England. Thanks to the votes of a substantial majority 
of the clergy, the Church's General Synod defeated a proposal to ask for 
legislation to be prepared and brought forward to remove the barriers to 

the ordination of women to the priesthood and their consecration to the 
episcopate. 


When the vote was taken after five hours of debate today (Wednesday, 8 November) 
a majority of both bishops (32 to 17) and laity (120 to 106) were in favour of 
this motion, but the clergy were decisively against, by 149 votes to 94. 

Quite apart from receiving overall only 246 votes in favour to 262 against, 

the motion needed a majority in all three of the Synod's Houses of Bishops, 
Clergy and Laity to succeed. 


A number of factors were involved in this result. There was the view that 
the Church of England had no business acting on its own to introduce sub- 
stantial changes into the historic ministry which it had inherited from the 
undivided church of the past - especially at a time when relations with Rome 
were more cordial than ever before. 


This view found expression in a couple of amendments which would have committed 
the church to entering into dialogue with the Roman Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches, and in one case even reach a consensus with them, before going ahead 
with preparing legislation to allow for the ordination of women priests. 

Both these amendments were, however, defeated. 


This view also met with criticism from the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Donald 
Coggan. "When it comes to a question of truth as we see it," he said, "it may 
well be that obedience to truth should take precedence over immediate issues 

of reunion.'' He felt, too, that there were a great many people within the 
Roman Catholic Church who were already convinced that the ordination of women 
was right and who, he thought, would welcome an Anglican lead. 


This view was further rejected by the Bishop of Birmingham, the Rt. Rev. Hugh 
Montefiore, the advocate of the ordination of women who opened the debate. 
He did not believe ordaining women would destroy chances of reunion with Rome. 


Pope Paul VI had indeed spoken of this development as a new and grave obstacle 
to unity. "So it may be,"' said the Bishop. "But women priests are already a 
part - and an accepted part - of Anglicanism, and they are here to stay. It 
would be better if Roman Catholics took us as we are, and not as some people 
think we ought to be." 


On the positive side Bishop Montefiore stressed that "to insist on an all-male 
priesthood in a society which has abandoned all-male leadership in other areas 
of life is to distort the meaning of Christian priesthood" and to endanger the 
Church's mission to the world. 


There were, he said, women who felt they had a genuine vocation to the priest- 
hood, and to say to them that there was no fundamental objection to their 
ordination (which the Synod had affirmed in 1975) but that the church said "no" 
seemed to him "to put the convenience of men before the call of God". 


Outright opposition to women priests was most clearly expressed by the 

Bishop of Truro, the Rt. Rev. Graham Leonard. He insisted there were 
theological objections to the ordination of women to the priesthood. He could 
not believe it was a mere accident of history that God was incarnate as a male 


(more) 
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and that the highest vocation of any created being was given to a woman, 
Mary. As far as he was concerned the proposal to ordain women priests was 
clearly divisive, both within the Church of England and with regard to its 
relations with other churches. The break with tradition it would entail 
demanded overwhelmingly compelling reasons, and these he did not think were 
forthcoming. 


Bishop Leonard also implied that he regarded it as at least an open question 
whether the women priests who have been ordained in other provinces of the 
Anglican communion - Hong Kong, the United States, Canada and New Zealand - 
had actually been ordained to the historic ministry. This question, he said, 
had not been decided by the Lambeth Conference resolution last August which 
bound up the differences within the Anglican communion by recognizing that 

a divergence of views and practice existed within it. 


A further factor in the Synod's rejection of any practical steps towards 
the ordination of women priests was the consideration put forward by the 
Bishop of London, Dr. Gerald Ellison, that "to decide now to proceed to 
the ordination of women would create more dissension and wound the church 
more deeply than if we were to postpone a decision". 


Certainly both sides had their supporters out in force to pack the public 
gallery, some wearing T-shirts with the slogan "ordain women now", others 
applauding speeches rejecting women priests as involving a break with 
Catholic tradition. But despite the Synod's vote the question of women 
priests will hardly go away. It is likely to be a major issue in the general 
election for a new Synod in 1980. And no doubt the Church of England will 
have increasingly to face the embarrassment of visits to England of women 
priests who have legitimately been ordained elsewhere in the Anglican 
communion but who are officially debarred from ee ee at Anglican altars 
in the mother country of Anglicanism. 

EPS 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND GIVES OVERWHELMING 
SUPPORT TO WCC GRANT 


London (EPS) - In a debate in the General Synod of the Church of England 

an airing was given to some of the feelings that have been aroused by the 
controversial $ 85,000 grant to the Zimbabwe Patriotic Front announced last 
August by the World Council of Churches' Special Fund of the Programme to 
Combat Racism. 


One or two speakers did indeed have harsh words to say about the WCC. 

They spoke of it as stinking in the nostrils of good Christians or as 
condoning murder. Before the Synod, too, were letters from the two Anglican 
Bishops in Rhodesia itself, both of whom were strongly critical of the grant - 
which the Bishop of Matabeleland, the Rt.Rev. Robert Mercer, described as 
"wicked". But the Synod ended up by passing by an overwhelming majority 

a motion which may have started out as a rebuke to the World Council but in 
its final form was hardly that at all. 


The motion was amended to note that the grant had "caused controversy in 
certain areas of the Church of England" where previously it had spoken of it 
having "outraged" many of its members. Another amendment prefixed a clause 
re-affirming the Synod's commitment to the WCC. And the motion went on to 


(more) 
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say the Synod considered that certain aspects of the Programme to Combat 
Racism had theological and political implications which urgently called 
for further discussion within the membership of the World Council, and it 
asked for a delegation to be appointed, if possible in collaboration with 
the British Council of Churches, to take these matters up in Geneva. 


In his introductory speech the Bishop of Bath and Wells, the Rt. Rev. John 
Bickersteth, suggested there was "a bad smell of hypocrisy" about the fact 
that the comparable grant to SWAPO in Namibia had not aroused an outcry - 
most probably because they had links with Rhodesia and knew white Rhodesians 
but did not have similar links with Namibia. In addition, he pointed out, 
the British heard only about the atrocities committed by blacks against 
whites, not about those committed by whites against blacks. 


This was a point also made by a letter from the Archbishop of Central Africa, 
the Rt.Rev. Donald Arden, which was read to the Synod. Both the British 

public and the white public in Rhodesia, the Archbishop wrote, were in almost 
total ignorance of continuous incidents which had disgusted blacks in Rhodesia. 
He said it must be recognized that African opinion inside and outside Rhodesia 
"sees the PCR grants as a symbol that world Christianity as well as world 
communism is concerned with seeking the Kingdom of God and his righteousness. 
There is," he went on, "a real danger - as happened to the Roman Catholic 
Church in Mozambique - that our church in Rhodesia may, quite unfairly, be 
written off as an accomplice of the oppressors." 


EPS 
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DEVELOPMENT EDUCATORS MEET 
IN PORTUGAL 


Figueira da Foz, Portugal (EPS) - Southern European participants from Greece, 
Italy, Spain and Portugal, at a recent meeting here challenged colleagues 

from the north to accept involvement in the socio-political processes in their 
own societies as a vital part of any development education. 


The challenge came during a workshop on development education, called by the 
Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development (CCPD) of the World 
Council of Churches. Twenty-three people involved in church-related 
programmes of development education from 12 countries took part in this 
European regional workshop. | 


In analysing the tensions between Northern and Southern Europe the participants 
drew attention to the fact that all countries of non-socialist Europe are part 
of the same system of political and economic organization. This system's 
contradictions are more hidden in the social democracies of the North but more 
obvious in the South. Indeed, the workshop stated, Southern European economies 
show many signs of the dependence of Third World economies on the economic and 
political centres of power in the North Atlantic region. Development education 
efforts need to reflect on this and to advocate and support actions that will 
challenge the existing power constellation in the light of justice for all 
God's people, said the workshop. 


Development education efforts had so far focussed on the affluent countries of 
the North Atlantic. They had made an attempt to educate the constituencies of 
the "rich churches" about the disparity of wealth in the world. 


The workshop made it clear development education must become active for justice 
in the societies of the rich; it must analyse and address existing power 
structures, and it must help Christians and churches to see their commitment 

to justice as an integral and central part of their Christian witness. 


The workshop also reflected on the theological aspects of development education 
and the need to relate development education to a wider constituency within the 
churches, particularly at congregational level. It is also important, the 
workshop concluded, to support groups struggling against injustices in Europe 
and to extend links with groups in Third World countries fighting such issues 
as the influence of the transnational organizations. 

EPS 
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METHODIST "CATHEDRAL" 
REOPENED 


London (EPS) - Two hundred years ago on 1 November, 1778, a small chapel in 
City Road, London, was opened for the worship of God and as the "home base" 
of John Wesley, - the itinerant preacher and founder of Methodism, who 
declared "the world is my parish". 


The ravages of time left their mark on the building so much so that six years 
ago the doors were closed, many believed never to open again. But the 
influence of Wesley had also been “affected by time” - it was not now the 

few "people who called themselves Methodists" in Britain who had to be 
informed but the claimed 70 million world-wide who have been influenced by 
his brand of Christianity and who name the name Methodist. 


Thus it was that a financial appeal to rebuild the chapel as the "Cathedral 
of Methodism" was launched and thus it was that on 1 November 1978 the state 
trumpeters heralded the arrival of Queen Elizabeth II to her first Methodist 
service and to the re-opening of Wesley's City Road Chapel. 


Speaking from the "original pulpit of Wesley", Dr. Colin Morris, a former 
minister of the chapel said that the "great burst of social compassion which 
emanated from this place in Wesley's lifetime, agonised concern for the 
oppressed and downtrodden, the compulsion to lift the fallen, restore the 
lost, bind up the broken - this was not a rash of self-conscious benevolence, 
a seemly concern to engage in works of charity." It was, said Dr. Morris a 
call to "tomorrow's Saints to the colours in the army of the Lord". 


The newly opened chapel will minister to a needy area of inner London, an 
area with many social problems and will also become the base for a community 
of people, living on the premises. 


The new community, says the present minister of the Chapel, Rev. Ron Gibbins, 
"will have much in common with the 'Holy Club' at Oxford, led by John and 
Charles Wesley, whose members were committed to regular prayer and Bible 
study and to Christian service ... they will say a daily office and will 
serve the local community as well as the church". 


The historic ceremony was attended by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Dr. Donald Coggan, Bishop Christopher Butler, Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Westminster and the Rev. Stanley Turl, moderator of the Free Church Federal 
Council as well as city and state representatives. 


Three services were held during the day to accommodate the 3,000 Methodists 
from around the world who visited London for the celebrations. 


EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


more and more people are 
discovering its outstanding 
ecumenical publications 


Some examples from our 
“late 1978]early 1979”? list 


Dr Hans-Ruedi Weber 
Jesus and the Children 


Biblical Resources for Study and 
Preaching 


1979: the International Year of the Child. What 
can we learn from Jesus’ attitude to children? 
Dr Weber, international well-known biblical scholar 
of the WCC, studies some texts from the gospels in 
order to help preachers, bible study groups, and 
others to tackle this question. An indispensable 
guide! Paperback, approx. 112 pp., 
Sfr. 790 (US$ 3.95). November/December 1978. 
‘For the USA : John Knox Press. 


What in the world is the 
World Council of Churches? 


A popular account of the present state of the world- 
wide ecumenical movement, its past and its future, 
including an interview with Philip Potter and a lot 
of useful reference material. This is the first volume 
in the new RISK book series. Richly illustrated, 
paperback, 92 pp., Sfr.7.90 (US$ 3.95). 


Faith, Science and the Future 


Preparatory Readings for the 1979 WCC World 
Conference on the above-mentioned issue to be 
held at the M.I.T., Cambridge, USA, July 1979. 
A challenging book! Paperback, 256 pp., Sfr. 14.90 
(US$ 7.50). 


For all God’s People 


Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 


This book, a real journey through the ‘“oikoumene”, 
mables the praying parish to gain a clearer picture 
af the churches in other countries and continents. 
Finally, Lutherans, Roman Catholics, Presbyterians, 
3aptists, Anglicans and others, all over the world 
van have a truly ecumenical instrument for inform- 
d intercession. For all God’s People: an event 
f ecumenical publishing! Paperback, 240 pp., 
ifr. 12.50 (US$ 6.50). October/November 1978. 


Church and State 


Shurch leaders from East and West, North and 
youth discuss one of the burning issues of our 
lays: the relationship between Church and State, 
pening a new ecumenical discussion. A remarkable 
00k! Paperback, 184 pp., Sfr. 12.50 (US$ 6.50). 
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Migrant Women Speak 


Migration today affects millions of people all over 
the world in Northern and Southern America, in 
Asia, in Africa, in Europe... Instead of talking 
about migrants, this book lets them speak for them- 
selves. Do we listen? Paperback, 164 pp., Sfr. 11.50 
(US$ 5.95). Published jointly by Search Press, Lon- 
don and the WCC. 


Dr Hans-Ruedi Weber 
On a Friday Noon 


Meditations under the Cross 


A beautiful book with full-colour illustrations 
which, better than sermons, will help us to see the 
true significance of what happened that Friday 
noon when Jesus was crucified. It contains art 
work and meditations from different centuries and 
cultures, and an informative section on the meaning 
of the Cross in the various cultures. A marvellous 
giftbook! Hard cover, approx. 112 pp., approx. 
Sfr. 15.— (US$ 8.50). December 1978. 


Some WCC Periodicals 


One World : the illustrated monthly magazine from 
the WCC. A brilliant piece of religious journalism. 
Sfr. 27.50 (US$ 11.—) per year. 

The Ecumenical Review : the quarterly journal in 
which the major theological and ethical issues are 
discussed and debated. Sfr. 29.50 (US$ 12.50) per 
year. 

International Review of Mission: the quarterly 
journal on mission and evangelism in six continents. 
Sfr. 29.50 (US$ 12.50) per year. 


Ask for our complete list! 


Send me your complete 


“late ’78 /early ’79”’ list. 


50 Route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland or WCC New York Office, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027. 
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PROTESTANTS IN ZAIRE CELEBRATE 
THEIR CENTENARY 


Kinshasa (EPS) - In a stirring speech in Kinshasa (Zaire) on 5 November, 

the Vice-President of Liberia, Methodist Bishop Bennie Warner, called on 

the Churches of Africa to strive for human dignity, respect for human rights, 
the equal sharing of resources and the practical application of their faith. 
The Liberian religious and political leader was guest of honour at the 
celebrations to mark the centenary of Protestantism in Zaire. At the closing 
service in the 20 May Memorial Stadium in the capital of Zaire, he addressed 
an enthusiastic crowd of more than thirty-five thousand people. 


Delegations from the fifty-three Communities forming the Church of Christ 

in Zaire (ECZ), a choir of three thousand five hundred people, and bands from 
West Germany and Zaire contributed to the colour of the occasion. As Bishop 
Bokeleale Itofo, the President of the ECZ, stressed in his address, "This is 
the first time in the history of our country that a group of people have 
celebrated their centenary, because the Protestants were the first to come in 
1878". He remarked that colonization might have celebrated its centenary in 
two years time, but it had only lasted eighty years. He also paid tribute to 
all the missionaries and Church organizations from overseas who had supported 
the work in the country. 


During the centenary commemoration, about one hundred ministers representing 
churches all over the country and some thirty representatives from churches, 
aid agencies and missionary societies in Europe and North America have had 
the opportunity of seeing some of the ECZ's activities for themselves. They 
have visited denominational schools, hospitals, a development centre, parishes 
and, at Palabala, the first missionary station set up in the Congo in 1878. 
One of the most important events of the week was the laying of the foundation 
stone of the Centenary Church which will hold three thousand people and will 
eventually consist of parish buildings including lecture rooms, accommodation 
for guests, a restaurant and office premises. This project, which is to cost 
in the region of. six million Zaires (approx. US $ 5 1/2 million), will give 
the ECZ a focal point for its activities in the capital of Zaire, as well as 
facilities for public meetings. 


With the Roman Catholic Church and the Kimbanguists, the ECZ with its six and 
a half million members is one of the three large religious communities in Zaire. 
It developed out of the former Protestant Council of the Congo in 1970 and 
today comprises fifty-three communities in the 8 provinces of the country. 
Thirty other communities have recently applied for membership and their 
applications are to be considered shortly by the Synod. These communities are 
the fruits of evangelistic work done since the late 19th century by a range of 
missionary societies, mostly from the USA, Britain and Scandinavia, often with 
only limited means and staff at their disposal. For the most part they formed 
one or two communities, each with its own traditions and peculiarities, which 
explains the tremendous diversity of expression of the Christian faith within 
the ECZ. In 1971, the head of State, President Mobutu Sese Seke, decreed that 
all the foreign missionary societies should join a Community, or else cease 
their activities. At the present moment, according to ECZ statistics, there 
are about one thousand missionaries working in Zaire. 


(more) 
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The ECZ has some 13,000 pastors, evangelists and catechists working in 
11,200 parishes all over the country. It is also responsible for the 
education of more than one million pupils in its 3,430 primary and secondary 
schools. Its own corps of ministers are trained in one of its four 
theological colleges of the Faculty of Theology at Kinshasa. It also runs 
63 hospitals, 137 maternity units, 336 clinics, 12 health centres and 
9 sanatoriums. Lastly, it has set up four rural development«centres to train 
farmers and herdsmen. "This is our way of playing an active part in the 
development of the nation." Bishop Bokeleale said. 

EPS 


"MUNTU" AUTHOR 
DEAD 


Nairobi (EPS) - The death has been announced in Ghana of Mr. Joe de Graft, 
an eminent African dramatist and playwright who will be remembered as the 
author of the play 'Muntu" performed at the WCC's 5th Assembly in Nairobi 
in 1975. 


The Acting General Secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches, 

Mr. Sarwat G. Shehata, in commenting on Mr. De Graft's death said that 

"Mr. de Graft became famous for his rdle in the Wilby conspiracy, a film 
depicting an aspect of the liberation struggle in South Africa." Mr. de Graft 
was also a distinguished lecturer in Ghana, Kenya, and other countries. 


The play "Muntu" was commissioned by the AACC as Africa's contribution to the 
5th Assembly. Mr. Shehata comments: "The play contained an eloquent criticism 
of the slave trade as well as tyranny in independent Africa and the hand of 
the Church in it all. It ends with the poignant question, when shall Africa 
regain her harmony?" 


EPS 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND TO CONTRIBUTE 
£ 100,000 A YEAR TO CRRU FUND 


London (EPS) - Members of the Church of England are to be asked to contribute 
£ 100,000 a year for at least the next seven years to the Projects Fund of the 
British Council of Churches" Community and Race Relations Unit. The decision 
to launch this appeal, was taken by a recent meeting of the General Synod. 


The CRRU projects fund has at present a budget of between £ 80,000 and 
£ 90,000 a year. 
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APPEAL TO CHURCHES TO SPONSOR 
VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 


New York (EPS) - Church World Service, the overseas relief and development 
arm of the National Council of Christ, USA, has issued an urgent appeal for 
churches to act as refugee sponsors for the shipload of 2,500 Vietnamese 
stranded near Malaysia. 


"Tt is possible to save them if our churches act now to provide at least 
’ 700 sponsorships by 30 November," said CWS Executive Director Paul McCleary. 


Mr. McCleary charged that "the situation of these refugees on the ship is 
the direct result of the churches' failure to resettle those languishing 
in the camps." 


Malaysia and other Southeast Asian nations have accepted tens of thousands 

of Vietnamese, Laotians and Cambodians "with the hope and belief that other 
nations would also open their doors as generously," Mr. McCleary said. 

"That is not the case, and now Malaysia is telling the world, 'No more.' 

Only when she sees refugees leaving those camps will she allow more to enter." 
The refugees have been anchored off the coast of Malaysia for about three 
weeks. The World Council of Churches, through its Inter-Church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service (CICARWS) has appealed to churches in other countries to 
take up the sponsorship appeal. 


EPS 


SOUTH AFRICAN METHODISTS' 
VOTE FOR WCC 


East London (EPS) - By an overwhelming vote of 67 to six the Methodist 
Church in Southern Africa has decided to maintain its relationship with 
the World Council of Churches. 


Introducing the resolution Dr. D.W. Bandey, said he believed the World 
Council was trying genuinely to do what Jesus did. "We and the world need 
the WCC", he said. 


The resolution passed by the conference expressed the dismay of the church 
at the political partisanship displayed by the WCC especially in the PCR 
grants, and it called on the Council to discontinue grants to "bodies 
involved in violent conflict in Southern Africa." 


In another debate the church decided it could not recommend to its members 
the Christian League of Southern Africa (CLSA). A report on the league 
found the CLSA to be incompatible with what it called "an explicitly 
Wesleyan perspective."' The report particularly noted the CLSA's "apparent 


equivocation on apartheid and its propagation of theologies of confrontation 
and polarisation." 


The conference also decided to minister to freedom fighters as well as to 
the South African Defence Force. This decision was interpreted by the East 
London Daily Dispatch as "a sincere stand by Christians who are trying to 
face up to the implications of their faith in a troubled society." 


The Methodist Church of Southern Africa has a membership of nearly two 
million embracing all races in the country. A black, the Rev. Andrew 
Moyatan Losaba was elected as President - elect of the church. 

EPS 
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MARGARET MEAD DIES - 
NOTED WCC ADVISOR 


Geneva (EPS) - The death of Dr. Margaret Mead on Wednesday, 15 November, 
will be mourned by many in the Ecumenical movement. Dr. Mead, who was 76, 
was a leading member of ‘the World Council of Churches' Working Committee 
on Church and Society from 1962 until 1975. 


Dr. Paul Abrecht, director of Church and Society in a tribute to Margaret 
Mead said that on many occasions she "represented its work in striking 
and memorable ways" especially at WCC Central Committees and at the WCC's 
4th and 5th Assemblies at Uppsala and Nairobi. 


In later years she was easily recognizable carrying a wooden staff and, 
says Dr. Abrecht,"she fascinated churchmen and theologians by her direct 
no-nonsense style and by her inventive and positive approach to difficult 
social issues." 


She was one of the architects of the 1966 World Conference on Church and 
Society in Geneva and it was her leadership of the sub-committee on 
Science, Technology and Society, in Uppsala that resulted in the decision 
to emphasize this theme in post-Assembly ecumenical programmes.. 


Her loyalty to her church, she was an Episcopalian, and to the Ecumenical 
movement was never in doubt and Dr. Abrecht goes on " she spared neither 
herself nor others in her determination to offer the world the most creative 
and dynamic witness of which the Church might be capable. A history of 
Ecumenical social thought is not complete without her record of immense 
contribution", he concluded. 


EPS 


DE GASPAR LEAVES 
THE WCC 


Geneva (EPS) - Mr. Diogo de Gaspar, who has been in the Studies and 
Research department of the Churches' Participation in Development (CCPD) 
of the WCC since 1973,has taken up a new position as Assistant Executive 
Director of the World Food Programme, based in Rome. He will be in charge 
of policy formulation and economic analysis. 


Mr. de Gaspar is a Brazilian economist and has lately been associated in 
the WCC with the study on transnational corporations. 
EPS 
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HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS AND SEXUAL IDENTITY - 
THEME OF WCC CONSULTATION 


Geneva (EPS) - The WCC should prepare study material including human 
stories, biblical material and questions concerning ''Human Relationships 
and Sexual Identity" for use in local study groups within WCC member 
churches, said a consultation which met here last week. 


The consultation brought together some 25 people representing many areas 

of the world. The moderator was Dr. Una Kroll from Britain and the meeting 
was arranged by the WCC's sub-unit on Women in Church and Society and the 
Office of Family Education. 


The consultation discussed three areas of the general theme, namely: 
the theological aspects of self and identity; relationships at work, 
including self-identity and self-esteem, and family patterns and the 
single life. 


Questions of sexual identity were raised in all three groups especially in 
respect of relationships between, and the difference between, people who 
had never been married or never had a sexual partner on a permanent living- 
together basis, and those who had lost a sexual partner through separation, 
divorce or death. 


In working relationships the group examined how self-identity and self- 
evaluation were affected by status, gender, sexual orientation, and sexual 
attraction between people who worked together and the effects of these on 
traditional family relationships. 


The impact of economic recession, boredom, and dissatisfaction at work on 
human relationships were also considered to be important factors in self- 
identification and working relationships. 


In the theological group consideration was given to looking at new images 
of God which could be inclusive of both feminine and masculine 
characteristics as well as to those images which transcend sexuality. 

EPS 


IRISH PRESBYTERIANS 
SUSPEND WCC MEMBERSHIP 


Belfast (EPS) - At a special General Assembly in Belfast (Tuesday, 

21 November) The Presbyterian Church in Ireland decided by 561 votes to 

393 to suspend its membership of the World Council of Churches. The 
suspension will remain in force until the next General Assembly, in June 1979, 
and if renewed by that meeting until the following General Assembly in 1980. 


The decision means that Presbyterian Church representatives will not 
participate in World Council affairs and that the church will withhold all 
further payment to the WCC. 


The Presbyterian Church in Ireland's membership of the World Council was 
reaffirmed in 1972 and 1976 despite opposition from fundamentalists. The 
special General Assembly, which had been requested by nine of the church's 
22 Presbyteries, was picketed by Free Presbyterians led by the Rev. Ian 
Paisley who carried placards accusing the WCC of working for visible unity 


with Rome and joining Cuban communists in supporting African terrorist 
organizations. 


(more) 
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Moving the suspension, the Rev. William Craig from Portadown said that 

the Patriotic Front had been responsible for killing missionaries and 

that the controversial $ 85,000 grant from the Special Fund of the WCC's 
Programme to Combat Racism had been intended not for humanitarian purposes 
but to help the Front obtain a better settlement in Rhodesia, where its 
aim, he alleged, was to set up an oppressive Marxist regime. 


Opposing the suspension, the Rev. Douglas Armstrong of Greenisland, 
Convenor of the Inter-Church Relations Board, said that it would be 
interpreted by many outside the church as Presbyterians turning heel and 
running away from a difficult situation. The impression would go abroad 
that the Presbyterian Church was made up of spineless, timid, insipid men 
and not the robust, vigorous, evangelical body they really were. 


Other opponents described a vote for suspension as a vote for sectarianism 
and insularity, while the Rev. John Morrow, of Queen's University, Belfast, 
pointed to the "incredible hypocrisy" involved in favourable references to 
Carson and gun-running in the Ireland of 1914 coupled with opposition to 
the PCR grant. He had never realized that so many Presbyterian ministers 
had suddenly become pacifists. 


The general secretary of the WCC, Dr. Philip Potter, is due to meet a 
delegation of Presbyterians and other church representatives under the 
auspices of the Irish Council of Churches when he visits Dublin next week to 
address the International Conference on Human Rights sponsored by the Irish 
School of Ecumenics. 


EPS 


TUTU REPLIES TO SA MINISTER'S 
"INNUENDO" OVER FINANCES 


Johannesburg (EPS) - In the wake of the "information scandal" which has 
shocked South Africans, the Minister of Justice, Police and Prisons, 

Mr. James Kruger, seems to be trying to divert attention from the information 
department to the South African Council of Churches. 


On both radio and television last weekend he said that in view of the 
outcry over the information scandal and the alleged use of taxpayers money 
involving at least 14 million rand the SACC should account to the public 
for the sum of seven million rand it is alleged to have received over two- 
and-a-half years. 


In a reply, Bishop Desmond Tutu, general secretary of the SACC stated: 


"We wish to reiterate yet again that all the accounts of the SACC are 
audited by a reputable firm of auditors and we wish to renew our invitation 
to the authorities and anyone else interested to inspect our books at any 
time. 


"We are aware of the tactic being used by Mr. Kruger and others of a kind 
of guilt by innuendo which would give the authorities an excuse for acting 
against the SACC and its officials. 


"There is a whole battery of laws which he has at his disposal if the SACC 


has at any time contravened the laws of the country. 


In conclusion Bishop Tutu asks for a right of reply on radio and television, 
or he suggests, an even better solution would be to debate in public, with 
Mr. Kruger, the position of the SACC and its activities. 


EPS 
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JUDGE DELAYS RESPONSE TO CARTER 
ACTION FOR WILMINGTON 10 


New York (EPS) - After more than a week since the US Justice Department 
asked Federal District Court Judge Frank Dupree of North Carolina to set 
aside the convictions of the civil rights activists known as the 
Wilmington 10, the judge has still not acted. The United Church of Christ 
today called on church members and the general public to write letters to 
President Carter and Attorney General Griffin Bell urging the government 
to impel Judge Dupree to free the ten activists. 


Nine young black men and a white woman were convicted in North Carolina in 
1972 of arson and conspiring to shoot at police and firemen in connection 
with civil rights protests. The convictions generated intense domestic and 
international protests from the United Church of Christ and many other 
groups which supported the contention that the ten were framed because of 
their non-violent civil rights activity. The United Church became involved 
because one of their active members, Mr. Benjamin R. Chavis, was among the 
ten. 


Judge Dupree is not legally bound to follow the recommendation of the US 
Justice Department that the ten be freed, but his failure to do so would 
be highly unusual. Observers now feel that the judge is considering how 
best to cope with the case in the face of the moral weight of the Federal 
Government behind the claim that the Wilmington 10 were denied due process. 
This is based on the fact that the chief prosecution witness had revised 
his testimony and that this was not made known to the jury which rendered 
the guilty verdict. 


All but Mr. Chavis are on parole, which however restricts their movements. 


The Justice Department seeks to clear all ten of the convictions. 


EPS 


ETHIOPIAN CHURCH LEADER 
RELEASED FROM DETENTION 


Geneva (EPS) - The Rev. Gudina Tumsa, 49, general secretary of the 
Ethiopian Church, Mekane Yesus, has been released from detention after 
having been held for more than three weeks. 


No reasons were given when the Ethiopian clergyman was arrested on 
11 October, while working in his office at church headquarters in Addis Ababa. 


Gudina is the administrative head of the 350,000-member church which has 
about 1,300 congregations in all parts of Ethiopia. 


EPS 
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AFRICAN SYMPOSIUM ON THE 
BIBLE AND EVANGELIZATION 


Nairobi (EPS) - The church in its evangelistic endeavours should strive 
to convince the world to follow Christ's supreme example of love for his 
fellowmen. 


These were the words of Mr. Bernard Adundo, Senior Under Secretary in the 
. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as he opened the symposium on the Bible and 
Evangelization in Africa, in Limuru last week. 


Addressing the symposium, which brought together nearly 60 theologians, 
pastors and evangelistic workers from 25 countries, Mr. Adundo declared 
that is "unchristian" to fail to do good to our fellowman, to exploit, 
oppress or discriminate against other people. 


It is essentially for this reason, he said, that the church should be 
deeply involved in the struggle for liberation in Southern Africa, as well 
as in the fight of the common man throughout Africa to overcome the problems 
of poverty, disease, under-development and even inflation. 


He called on the churches to seriously question the nature of development 
which such investments in South Africa are meant to bring about, when such 
investments are clearly used to sustain the structures of racial discrimi- 
nation and apartheid. 


Also addressing the symposium, the Acting General Secretary of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches, Mr. S.G. Shehata, warned that the spread of Marxism 
in Africa and the "alarming rate of growth"' among religious sects on the 
continent, were two major challenges to evangelization today. 


He revealed that some 19 per cent of the population of Africa now live under 
Marxist, or Marxist oriented regimes whereas only five years ago, there were 
hardly any Marxist regimes, with the possible exception of Congo Brazzaville. 


The rapid spread of religious sects is nothing new, he said: "what is new is 
that they are frequently being banned by many African governments." 

Mr. Shehata quoted Professor John Mbiti, a Kenyan theologian, now on the 
faculty staff of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near Geneva, who warned 
in 1972, in an article written for an AACC report on the extent of 
evangelization in Africa, that many groups from abroad wanted to join the 
evangelistic enterprise in Africa "only because they had the money to do so". 
Professor Mbiti warned that if the churches did not take note of this trend, 
the governments would come in and act in the interest of the people. "In fact, 
this prophecy has come true", Mr. Shehata said, and therefore called on the 
Symposium not to condemn altogether those governments which ban sects. 
Instead, he suggested that the study of this problem, which has been 
commissioned by the AACC Executive Committee, should be encouraged and 
supported. 


The General Secretary of the Nairobi-based United Bible Societies, which is a 
co-sponsor with the AACC of the symposium, called for the church to give 

75 per cent of its time to evangelization. Ato Million Belete said the 

real problem, the root cause of all the world's problems is the human heart. 
The church must work to change the human heart through the Gospel of Christ. 
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GERMAN CHURCHES YES-BUT 
TO THE WCC 


Frankfurt (EPS) - Following discussions in several churches from Great- 
Britain, Ireland, and the Netherlands, the Evangelical Church of Germany 
(EKD) has now clarified its relationship with the World Council of Churches 
(WCC). This was done during the Synod meeting at the beginning of November 
in Bethel, Federal Republic of Germany (FRG). The discussion was brought 
about by the grant of US $ 85,000 from the World Council of Churches' 
Special Fund to Combat Racism which was made last August to the Patriotic 
Front of Zimbabwe, and which has caused strong reactions among several WCC 
member churches. The Salvation Army and the Lutheran Evangelical Church of 
Schaumburg-Lippe (FRG) (the smallest EKD member church) decided to suspend 
their membership. 


The EKD Synod re-confirmed their support and full cooperation in the 
ecumenical movement. They have, however, asked that the financial 
administration of the Special Fund become independent from the central 
finances of the WCC, and that only earmarked contributions to the Fund be 
used for administration costs. The EKD also pointed out that the guide 
lines and criteria of the Programme to Combat Racism should be revised in 
order to avoid "that the participation of the EKD in the WCC be further 
handicapped by discussions regarding the Special Fund". The Synod also 
noted that the WCC staff had already started revising the criteria of the 
allocation of grants from the Special Fund and that the results will be 
presented to the WCCs Central Committee, next January in Jamaica. 


By making concrete propositions to settle the differences of opinion, which 
the EKD has had with the WCC since the grant was made to the Patriotic Front, 
the Synod endorsed a memorandum issued earlier by the Council of the EKD, 
whereby questions concerning relationships between the two bodies "must be 
clarified in an ecumenical dialogue”. 


The Synod refused to put financial pressure on the WCC. Motions from 

several synods requesting that the annual contributions made by the EKD to 
the WCC, which amount to approx. US $ 3,7 million should be stopped or 
reduced symbolically, was voted down by a large majority. The Bishop of 
Oldenburg, Hans-Heinrich Harms replied to the critics of the WCC that such 

a gesture by the EKD could only be qualified as a "violent means of financial 
pressure" by the other Churches in the ecumenical community. 


In front of the Synod of his church, the Evangelical Church of Wurtemberg, 
Bishop Helmut Class reiterated the stand he had taken at the Synod of the 
EKD, over which he had also presided. This was to oppose suspension of 
WCC membership by both the EKD and his own church. Responding to a Synod 
member requesting the resignation of Dr. Philip Potter, Bishop Class 
expressed his full confidence in the WCC's General Secretary. 


The Synod of the Church of Wurtemberg decided, by a majority of one vote, 

that their legal advisors should study the possibility of a direct membership 
of this church in the WCC, in order to be able to suspend it. At present, 

the Evangelical Church of Wurtemberg is a WCC member church through the EKD, 
which represents 17 churches in the decision-making bodies of the World Council. 


At the same time 48 of the 92 Synod members opted for maintaining the present 
status of their church's membership by signing a motion of confidence in 
support of Bishop Helmut Class and his attitude of "fraternal and critical 
Supporter of the WCC". The signatories of this motion advocated that the 
Church of Wurtemberg must remain a member of the WCC "in an appropriate way". 
The issue will be determined at the Church's Spring 1979 Synod meeting. 
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WCC GENERAL SECRETARY 
VISITS CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Geneva (EPS) - Dr. Philip Potter, general secretary of the WCC recently 
concluded a week's stay in Czechoslovakia (11-18 November). He was 

invited by WCC member churches in that country and also by the Czech 
Ecumenical Council, and visited Prague, Tabor, Brno and Bratislava. 

(The WCC has six member churches in Czechoslovakia. The Evangelical Church 
of Czech Brethren; Czechoslovak Hussite Church: Orthodox Church of 
Czechoslovakia; Reformed Christian Church in Slovakia; Silesian Evangelical 
Church of the Augsburg Confession, and the Slovak Evangelical Church of the 
Augsburg Confession in the CSSR). 


Commenting on his trip Dr. Potter said that "The churches are undoubtedly 
seeking to build up the life of the congregations in the midst of a secular 
and increasingly consumer society, and to witness to the Gospel in a 
socialist state." 


Dr. Potter preached in the Czech Brethren Church of St. Salvator in Prague 
to a congregation of more than 400, of whom, he noted, "half were young 
people". The Churches, he went on, "are finding waySto equip the laity 
and youth in their faith and for participation in a more just society’. 


In another encounter, the WCC General Secretary addressed the annual meeting 
of ecumenical workers and noted that the Czech churches very much prize 
their involvement with the churches around the world and with the ecumenical 
movement. They welcome ecumenical events and visitors in Czechoslovakia 

and their participation in meetings abroad. Dr. Potter also held 
consultations with the Czech Ecumenical Council, with church leaders and 
with theological faculties of the Czech Brethren and Hussite Churches and 
had contact with the staff of the Christian Peace Conference in Prague. 


In giving a general impression of his visit Dr. Potter said that "whatever 
the difficulties they face, the churches, with their rich evangelical 
traditions, are faithful to the message of the Kingdom of God and His 
justice", and added that they are "struggling to hear the voices of those 
Christians whose points of view are given wide coverage abroad." He also 
noted that they are deeply conscious of being upheld by the world-wide 
fellowship of the Church of God. 


The WCC General Secretary also met with Czech and Slovak authorities 
concerned with religious affairs. He said: "We discussed a wide range of 
subjects, including the possibilities of more intensive dialogue on 
common concerns, the participation of Czech Christians, both ordained and 
lay, in ecumenical meetings and in study abroad, and the possibility of 
ecumenical consultations being held in Czechoslovakia." 


Representatives of both the Roman Catholic Press and the Czech News Agency 
attended a Press Conference held at the close of Dr. Potter's visit. 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 1978 
Gy wre fnitip A. Potter 


General Secretary, World Council of Churches 


Christmas is the feast of the child. It is the time when we all shower our 
love on children by our gifts, by our care and concern, and by our hope for 
their future. We do all this because we remember that God showed his love 

for us, his children, by sending his son as a babe in Bethlehem. The shepherds 
came to visit the child Jesus with the song of glory to God in the highest 

and peace and goodwill forall. The wise kings came from afar with their 

gifts of gold, incense and myrrh. A child was born. The human race was 
accorded a new beginning of grace, self-giving love. The story of humankind 
was given a new creative start of goodwill and of peace, wholeness and well- 
being. Henceforth, every year, every day, is a time of grace. 


The United Nations has declared the coming year as "The Year of the Child". 
What does this mean.for us this Christmastide as we prepare for the feast of 
our children and of those around us and beyond? In our world today there are 
1.3 billion children of whom more than half are deprived of food, of proper 
nutrition, of health care, of adequate education, of emotional and social 
security. Wherever there is war, racial and sex discrimination, the violation 
of human rights, forced migration of peoples as refugees or in search of work 
in other environments, or the breakdown of human relations and of family life - 
children are the first victims, and often irreparably so. The tragic plight 
of children is a mirror of our human condition. Hope for humanity depends on 
setting up signs of hope for our children. In our one world, all children 

are ours. Their fate is our fate. 


Jesus, who came as the child of Mary in Bethlehem, later came preaching the 
good news of the Kingdom of God and his justice, that way of life in which 
people are rightly related to God as his children, and rightly related to 
each other in mutual trust and dependence. And he declared: "Let the 
children come to me, and do not hinder them: for to such belongs the Kingdom 
of heaven" (Matthew 19:14). Moreover, he warned us: "Unless you turn and 
become like children you will never enter the Kingdom of God" (Matthew 18:3). 
To hinder children from sharing the life of God's reign of justice and peace 
is to exclude ourselves from this life. Moreover, it is the trust and 
dependence of children which distinguishes us as human beings made in the 
image of God. To be truly human means to nurture this trust and dependence 
in God and in each other. 


Children, therefore, define our existence as human beings and our hope of 
sharing the life of the Kingdom of God. It is our failure to grasp this 
basic biblical message which has bedevilled the history of the human race, 
and condemned so many children to deprivation and death. As the Lebanese 
poet, Khalil Gibran wrote: "Your children are not your children. They are 
the sons and daughters of life's longing for itself". 


This Christmastide and in the coming year we are called to assert the integrity 
and dignity of children, to do all in our power as Christians and as churches 
to provide the possibilities for children to live in trust, in a communion of 
open, fulfilling relationships, and in trustworthiness, in creative use and 
development of their potentialities for the good of all. Like their Lord, 

they must be enabled to grow and become strong in wisdom and in grace, self- 
giving love. 


(more) 
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May Christ be born in us at this feast of the child and make us more and 
more his children that we may be his faithful servants in bringing up 
our children, all children, in love and joy and peace. 


SPANISH PROTESTANT CHURCHES PROTEST 
AGAINST CHURCH TAXES 


Madrid (EPS) - The Spanish Protestant Churches object to being financed 

from state taxes. A recently published memorandum from the Spanish 
Commission for Evangelical Defence points out that this "interference by 

the government, to finance churches from the public budget, causes confusion 
between the status of the citizen and that of the believer". 


The Protestant Churches acknowledge that "the State and the Churches should 
cooperate with each other in promoting the well-being of the society" but 
they insist, that their own independence be preserved. It is "essential for 
the religious freedom of the Churches that they be supported by offerings 
while the state taxes citizens". For the Spanish Protestant Churches such an 
initiative would "burden the national budget by thousands of millions of 
Pesetas and cause believers' sense of economic responsibility towards their 
Churches to be lessened. This is shown by the experience of any Church 
supported by the economic paternalism of the State." 


The Spanish Protestant Churches therefore, object to the agreements made 
between the Spanish Government and the Roman Catholic Church, i.e. paying, 
from income tax, subsidies to the church. Discussions about the bill will 
be held shortly in the "Cortés", the Spanish Parliament. The Protestant 
declaration has apparently caused certain unease in Catholic circles. 

The newspaper "El Pais'' reported that the Catholic Church envisages that 
after a certain period of state financing they will become financially 
independent. 
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INDIAN CHURCH CONSIDERS ITS 
ROLE IN DEVELOPMENT 


Calcutta (EPS) - Eighty-six participants from the Church of North India met 
here at the beginning of November for a Consultation organised under the 
auspices of the Synodical Board of Social Services (SBSS) of the church, to 
consider the Churches Social Concern; People's participation and leadership 
development for development programmes; preparation of guidelines for 
programme planning and the mobilisation of resources and partnership. 


The chairman of the SBSS, the Rt. Rev. D.C. Gorai, in his opening address, 
outlined five main concerns for the consultation. These were the need to 
create an awareness about social needs; to provide directions for initiating 
social service activities for development of all people; to open-up 
possibilities of sharing expertise, experience and skill for development; to 
establish relationships and cooperation with overseas church-related social 
service agencies, and to formulate a plan of action. "To help in the removal 
of poverty is the most pressing of the tasks before the church", said a report 
from the group discussions, and every church member should carry to the poor 
the message that poverty can be removed. "Help is now available", the group 
said, "but the removal depends upon the poor themselves." 


Another group emphasized that people's participation in development is a must. 
At the same time they’said that Christians must not be ignored but "treated 
as part of the total community". The initiative for development programmes 
should, said the group, "come from the people" and should start "in a small 
way". They should also include "partnership and cooperation" from people of 
"other religions in the area". The group also agreed that if there is need 
for a project for community development work foreign money may be used. 


Considering some guidelines for programme planning, a third group drew up a 
list of steps to be considered for any programme. These state that areas 
should be chosen where there is the maximum number of people and that contact 
should be made with local people with a view to involving them and forming a 
group of local persons to identify causes and issues which hinder their 
advancement socially and economically. This should lead to a plan to mobilise 
local human, financial and material resources in order that people can realise 
their own potential. 


It was stated that the government is ultimately responsible for the welfare 
and development of the people and that churches should try to integrate their 
own development programmes with the government's national activities. 


The fourth group, discussing the mobilisation of resources and partnership, 
viewed development as leading towards building up institutions and structures 
"which will guarantee equal opportunity to all to participate in the social, 
economic, political, cultural and religious life of the nation". 


EPS 
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INTERNATIONAL STRATEGY FOR 
ABORIGINAL LAND STRUGGLE 


Geneva (EPS) - The first ever political delegation of Australian aboriginals 
to visit Europe say that international support is crucial for the success of 
their land rights struggle back home. 


"We've tried everything else to gain our constitutional and legal rights, " 


says delegation member Mick Miller, "but its been like knocking our heads 
against a brick wall. Right now we have a case before the Australian High 
Court to secure ownership again of all our reserve land." 


International recognition is essential because the mining interests taking 
over our land are themselves international, said Mr. Miller, chairman of 

the North Queensland Land Council, during a visit to the Ecumenical Centre 

in Geneva. The delegation also included Mrs. Joyce Hall of Weipa (the 

first aboriginal woman justice of the peace) and Mr. Jacob Wolmby of Arukun, 
the Queensland Aboriginal community that is gathering considerable church and 
trade union support for its opposition to mining company encroachment. 


The three person delegation is concluding a six week European tour through 
the Netherlands, Federal Republic of Germany, Belgium and Britain. They have 
gathered new support for their cause and enabled some direct confrontation 
with European based mining interests presently exploiting Aboriginal land. 


The Dutch mining transnational Billiton for example received a personal 

visit from the delegation and a company executive later said on Dutch 
television that his organisation would be extremely hesitant about exercising 
its mining lease without Aboriginal agreement. Meetings are also taking 
place in London with representatives of Rio Tinto Zinc» who as yet have not 
been so co-operative. 


Another part of the aboriginal leaders' international strategy will be to 
bring the issue before the United Nations in New York next year. Mr. Miller 
is even hopeful of a hearing before the UN General Assembly and a carefully 
researched documentation of land claims and injustice is now being assembled. 
A grant of US $ 17,500 to help this effort was made to the North Queensland 
Land Council this year from the WCC's Special Fund of the Programme to 

Combat Racism. 


The delegates are pleased with the response they've drawn from churches 
and trade union groups especially during their trip and hope it will help 
to convince authorities back home of the seriousness of their strug gle. 


'The Federal Government has been so weak on the land rights issue," says 
Mr. Miller "and state governments are enmeshed with vested mining interests." 


"In so many ways, our situation is similar to the plight of indigenous 
people in North America where mineral rich tribal lands are being exploited 
unscrupulously often by the same international mining corporations that 
operate in Australia." 


EPS 
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CENTENARY OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
IN ZAIRE 


by Jean-Jacques Bauswein; 


Kinshasa.(EPS) - The huge "May the Twentieth” Stadium in Kinshasa was 
filled almost to overflowing on 5 November. Not however for a Foreman 
title fight nor for a mass rally with President Mobutu, but for the 
closing service of the celebrations of the centenary of the Church of 
Christ in Zaire. At least 35,000 and perhaps as many as 50,000 people 
gathered to demonstrate their allegiance to the Protestant faith. When it 
is realised that Kinshasa's public transport system hardly functions any 
more; that the city, with its two and a half million inhabitants occupies 
an area almost the same size as Paris, then this gathering was undoubtedly 
a great success. People crowded to it, some in cars, others in lorries or 
on bicycles, but most of them on foot! 


It was one hundred ‘years ago, in February 1878, that the English missionary 
Henry Craven arrived in the Lower Congo and introduced Protestantism into 
the country. The Church of Christ in Zaire was determined to mark this 
occasion - as its President, Bishop Bokeleale, said: “the first centenary 
ever celebrated in Zaire" - by a week of commemoration to which delegates 
from all the fifty-three member communities of churches of the ECZ, as well 
as representatives of churches, church and missionary organizations of 
Europe and America were invited. 


A Turbulent History 


The ECZ today groups together in the 53 "communities" a total of some six 
million members throughout Zaire where it is engaged in extensive evangeli- 
sation, social, educational and medical work. "It's a Miracle!" as a 


brochure specially produced for the centenary declares. 


It would take too long to recall in detail here the turbulent story of 
Protestantism in the Congo of earlier decades and in Zaire from 1960. 

The fact remains that the birth of an indigenous Church led by Zaireans for 
Zaireans came only after a particularly painful pregnancy. 


The foreign missionary societies - nearly fifty of them, mostly small - 
united in 1928 to form the Protestant Council of the Congo (PCC). Dividing 
up the Congo into a number of different zones of influence, they carried out 
a work of evangelization and education with great devotion but in accordance 
with Western ideas and using exclusively "expatriate" agents. Until 1957, 
when 15 Africans, including Jean Bokeleale, became members of the PCC, no 
Zairean ever occupied a position of responsibility. The training of their 
successors seems not to have been a priority concern to the missionaries. 


The 1960's proved specially difficult years. After the country achieved 

its independence, political problems, the exodus of the missionaries, their 
makeshift replacement by Zaireans, their return with all sorts of demands, 
created keen tensions within the Protestant Council of Zaire (PCZ). The 
situation was ripe for disagreement. After 1960 no less than 1,300 sects 
sprouted like mushrooms. This led inevitably to a growing irritation on 

the part of clearsighted Zairean Christians at the rivalries and confessional 
tribalism of foreigners who seduced Zaireans into one camp or the other. 

For the Bantu outlook on life, this was the last straw. 


(more) 
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As Makanzu, the national evangelist of the ECZ, has said in a very 

vivid short "History of the ECZ", after more than 90 years of missions 
and of parent-child relationships, "the children considered they were 

now grown up and adult, whereas their parents had grown old". They hoped 
that the "elderly missionaries" and the "adult children" would come 
together in one Church and work together in it in willing cooperation. 


The transition from the CPZ to the Church of Christ in Zaire on 8 March 1970, 
with Itofo Bokabanza Bokeleale as its first President (he had been the CPZ 
general secretary since 1968) was not without its difficulties. To put an 
end to the ruinous conflicts between the communities, it was decided to 

unite the foreign missionary societies with the Zairean communities. This 
was agreed and subsequently ratified by a decree of President Mobutu dated 

31 December, 1971, which recognized the constitution of the Church of Christ 
in Zaire with its 40 communities, accorded legal status to the CCZ, the 

Roman Catholic Church, the Kimbanguists, the Orthodox Church and the Muslim 
community and, finally, decreed that the foreign missionary societies should 
either integrate with the communities or else disappear altogether. A 
modification of this decree in February 1973 brought the number of constituent 
communities of the CCZ to its present total of 53. 


Being "Authentic" is no easy business 


Also at the beginning of the Seventies President Mobutu launched his campaign 
for a "return to Zairean authenticity". Its aim was to draw more fully from 
the nation's Bantu roots in order that the Zairean should rediscover his 
identity by following the way of his forefathers. Zaire was to become itself 
once again, after a long and bloody colonial history of fatal decline. It 
was necessary to eradicate as far as possible any remnants of the "imported 
article", such as Christian names, Christian holidays, these were to be no 
longer national ones), the crucifix and religious images in public places, 
and the worship of saints to be replaced by that of African ancestors. 


Following the nationalization and unification of college and university 
education in 1971, the government decided in 1974 to nationalize also the 
primary and secondary schools run by the churches. It was essential to 
eliminate the influence exercised by the whites, on the Zairean youth. This 
was especially noted in the Catholic schools. Lack of training and a 
deplorable morality among the Zairean personnel, the decline in training, 
the alarming growth in immorality, the destruction of school premises, - all 
these things compelled the government in 1977 to reverse its policy. 
However, the Protestant and Catholic theological faculties, on the other 
hand, had not been integrated into the National University of Zaire (NUZ). 
What at the level of the State machinery and of the administration of the 
nationalized industries was already leading the country to bankruptcy 
threatened to lead Zairean youth to the brink of immorality. 


Today Mobutu has to, depend more on the churches than on his officials to 
foster public-spiritedness, civic sense and the desire to serve in the minds 
of his citizens. And if, as Makanzu emphasises in his book "Being Christian 
means helping - not helping yourself! ", Mobutu knows why the Church is an 
indispensable ally today as a moral pillar and a dynamic force. The 
corruption of his officials, the lessons of the Shaba war, the irritation 


of Western powers on whose support he largely depends, are signs he can no. 
longer misread. 


(more) 
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Questions for the immediate future 


Since 1970 the CCZ has certainly grown in solidity and will probably welcome 
into membership during its 1979 Synod another 30 communities, which have 
applied for membership. But it has by no means solved its problems. There 
appear to be four basic tasks for the immediate future of the church: 


It must reinforce its sense of unity. For in fact it is an amalgamation 
of communities which, although mostly conservative evangelical in ethos, in 
some cases still bear the impress of their founder missions in their present 
traditions and practices. An "authentic" practice of the Gospel, ardently 
desired by the Zaireans, will have to overcome first of all habits and 
attitudes inculcated by and inherited from a past which is far from having 
been effectively digested. 


It must train leaders, for in these there is a flagrant lack. It must, 
however, be acknowledged that the CCZ has come a long way. "For 92 years 
there was not a single Zairean doctor in our medical schools, there were 
only few ministersS,with university degrees, and in the whole of our country 
there was not a single parish under the direction of such a minister 
declared Bokeleale, then General Secretary of the CCZ, as recently as 1970." 
The ground to be made up in education is easy to describe: in 1960 only one 
per cent of Protestant children were receiving schooling. Since then the 
CCZ has provided training institutes, in particular a Faculty of Theology and 
four theological colleges. Some of its 52 doctors, 180 certificated nurses 
and most of its 33,000 teachers today are Zaireans. Only a thousand of its 
13,000 pastors and catechists are foreigners. Here again it has been 
necessary to make up for lost ground even at the cost of lowering the 
standards of training a little, in order to ensure the supply of leaders 
for the 11,200 parishes. 


On the other hand, a more strategic and effective balanced distribution of 
the trained leaders will greatly help the CCZ to shoulder its very heavy 
tasks. For example, in the town of Kinshasa with its 400,000 Protestants, 
there is not a single minister in service who has a theology degree. 


The CCZ must finance the parish, medical, social and educational work. For 

its 3,400 primary and secondary schools, it now receives an annual subsidy 

from the State. But collections and gifts from the parishes are far from 
enough to ensure the whole operation. The centenary provided an opportunity 
for repeated financial appeals by the CCZ, both to Zaireans and to European 

and American guests. Sometimes, too easily regarded as "overseas millionaires". 
Each community moreover sets out to gather funds from friends on the other 

side of the Atlantic for financing projects, scholarships, supplies of medical 
requirements, and other programmes. 


While requests for grants for agricultural or medical projects generally find 
a ready response among the churches and aid organisations in the "old world", 
the response to requests for some "impressive" projects is more likely to be 
met with a certain hesitancy and caution. For example, the Centenary Temple, 
the foundation stone of which was laid in Kinshasa on 4 November. With a 
seating capacity of 3,000, together with a parish centre, this Temple will, 
the experts reckon, cost about six million Zaires (i.e. approximately eight 
million dollars at the present exchange rate). This sets one thinking, when 
you recall that retired pastors of the CCZ do not receive any pension and 
that many pastors have not received an adequate stipend for many months. 


(more) 
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In face of this, the argument that this Temple "of the Mother Church" must 
be larger than that built by the Kimbanguists - "daughter Church of the CCZ", 
as one leader described it - no longer carries conviction. 


It must operate in a rational manner. This is perhaps one of the main 
problems. Makanzu is not alone in recognizing President Bokeleale as having 
"a great skill as organizer and administrator", but he reluctantly admits 

that this is a "very rare skill among the Zaireans'’. The organization and 
smooth running of an institution as large as the CCZ requires more good 
administrators than are at present trained and available. And it was evident 
from the organization of the centenary, for example, that the general 
secretariat needed all the help it could get to handle this task successfully. 


It must foster ecumenical understanding. When the CCZ was being created, 
many conservative leaders, including many expatriates, were afraid that 
ecumenism - identified by some with the "Antichrist" - would take over the 
Church. In order to set their minds at rest and to preserve the still tender 
unity of the CCZ, it was decided that the church would adopt a position of 
neutrality towards all the foreign religious movements, in particular the 
World Evangelical Alliance and the WCC. Today, nearly ten years later, 

the question may be asked whether the CCZ is not now strong enough to 
cooperate more closely with the Catholic Church and the Kimbanguists, and 
not just in the Zaire Bible Society? The future will show whether, in 
contrast with the centenary ceremonies, the representatives of the two other 
major religious communities in Zaire will be invited to participate still 
more in future. | 


No lack of challenges 


In opting in favour of "the divine vocation of the CCZ to proclaim the full 
development of man both spiritually and materially'' the Protestant leaders 
of Zaire have launched on a daring enterprise but one which is studded with 
challenges which are perhaps difficult to take up. Yet the direction given 
to these efforts is interesting: priority to the parish as "centre of 
radiation where all the conditions are united for the improvement of the 
quality of life of the peoples". 


But the national economy is in danger of disintegration; there is galloping 
inflation (it was a mere flea-bite when the Zaire was twice devalued by 

10 per cent during the centenary week!); the basic communication and 
transport services are still quite inadequate (in the absence of any 
regular alr-service, one leader of the CCZ returned to Kivu aboard a cargo 
plane). These examples give some idea of the difficulties which confront 
the churches of Zaire in their work. Financial aid from churches overseas, 
even if increased, will not be a magic wand. The CCZ knows that too. 


EPS 


(Photos to accompany this story are in Photo Oikoumene this issue). 


PROTESTANT CENTENARY IN ZAIRE 


It is exactly one hundred years since Protestant 
missionaries first came to Zaire. To mark the occasion, 
the Church of Christ in Zaire (ECZ) organized a number 

of events in Kinshasa from 28 October to 5 November 1978. 
The ECZ, with its 53 communities and a membership of 

some 6 million people, is one of the three main religious 
communities in Zaire, along with the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Kimbanguists. 


(2213) At the service to mark the end of the Centenary 
celebrations in the big stadium in Kinshasa on 5 November, 
a choir of 3,500 voices led more than 35,000 people in 
praise. 


(2214) Among the personalities attending the celebrations 
were (left to right) the Vice-President of Liberia and 
Methodist Bishop, Bennie Warner; Pastor Wantwadi, senior 
pastor in Kinshasa; the President of the ECZ, Bishop 
Bokeleale Itofo. 


(2215) One of the many musical groups present at the 
celebrations in the 20th May Stadium. 


(2216) Despite the very large offering collected during 
the festivities, the ECZ made several appeals for 
financial assistance to church members, and to the 
representatives of Churches, missionary societies and 

aid agencies present in Kinshasa. 

fhe ECZ has, of course, heavy financial responsibilites: 
in addition to its pastoral work in thousands of parishes, 
the ECZ also provides education for a million pupils in 
its 3,430 schools; it runs 63 hospitals, 137 maternity 22 
units, 336 dispensaries, 12 health centres, and 9 (2217) The motto for all the ECZ's commitments. 


sanatoriums as well as a number of other training tesecbt the Cone ee 


establishments. will bé one of the biggest churches in Africa. 

The cost of the church with its complex of parish 
facilities is estimated at 14 million Swiss francs. 
(2219) The first Protestant pioneer in the Lower 
Congo, as it was then. 

(2220) A hundred years ago only white men taught 

the word of God in the Congo. 

(2221) Now, there are more than 13,000 pastors, 
evangelists and preachers working in the ECZ. 

They are assisted by 1000 missionaries from overseas. 


(Photos J.J. Bauswein - WCC) 
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of the WCC will be 
meeting in Jamaica. 


wide attention and 
show the ecumenical 
movement to the 
country's population. 
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


From 1-11 January 1979, 
the Central Committee 


This important gather- 
ing will attract world- 


(2222) - A combined Anglican/Roman 
Catholic Church in Jamaica opened in 
September, 1977 is illustrative of the 
degree of ecumenical activity in the 
Caribbean. 

(2223/2224) Contrasting styles of church 
architecture. The Anglican St. James 
Cathedral and St. Joseph's Catholic 
church. 

(2225) The lushness of Jamaica's greenery 
in the beautiful Blue Lagoon. 

(2226) Prime Minister Michael Manley of 
Jamaica, who will address the Central 
Committee, the centre of attraction at 
the WCC 5th Assembly, Nairobi, 1975. 
(2227) Dr. Philip Potter, WCC General 
Secretary, poses with Bishops of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church (AMEC) 
and others after receiving an award in 
Jamaica. 
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THE CHARTER OF SANTIAGO, CHILE —- 
HUMAN RIGHTS SEMINAR 


Santiago de Chile (EPS) - More than 2,000 people including prominent churchmen 
from many countries and important international figures took part at the end 

of November in an International Symposium on "The Dignity of Man: his Rights 
and Obligations in Today's World" organised by the Roman Catholic Church in 
Chile. Among organisations represented were the International Commission of 
Jurists, the UN Human Rights Commission, and the Inter-American Human Rights 
Commission. All member churches of the World Council of Churches in the area 
also took part. The meetings were held in the Metropolitan Cathedral in 
Santiago de Chile. 


The meeting ended with the publication of a "charter" which declared that the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights - 30 years old on 10 December - still 
stands as "a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations". 
The charter also declared that: a 


"The Universal Declaration of Human Rights proclaims the fundamental concepts 
of the human being and of society, capable of being shared by those of all 
races, creeds and opinions. It represents the highest aspiration of mankind 
for the ‘advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of 
speech and belief and freedom from fear’... 


"The concept of Human Rights has become the highest value that synthetizes 
the development of the person and the community;,for this reason, over these 
thirty years, mankind has deepened and broadened its awareness and 
determination that these rights should be realised. 


"In spite of all that has been done, the Declaration is, in’ great measure, 
still more an aspiration than a reality. The experiences. that we have had 
and shared at this Symposium have made us aware of harsh realities which 
constitute important obstacles to man's efforts to be fully human. We have 
noted that : ; 


- in many Member States of the United Nations there are systematic and 
direct violationsof the fundamental rights of the human person; 


- many governments have imposed systems which reduce the value of the 
human person; these governments often seek to justify various forms of 
institutionalized violence and torture by reasons of state; 


- many countries are governed. by regimes: which, by their policies and 
methods, divide their citizens between friends and enemies, victors and 
vanquished, and impose a warlike mentality whereby the logic of eliminating 
one's adversary prevails; 


- these regimes are often supported by economic interests either national 
or international whose activities are to the detriment of the most 
elementary interests of the people; 


- in these states moral and legal principles are subordinated to a rigid 
repressive dogmatism; 


secret security and intelligence organizations operate in these states 
with unlimited powers and beyond all legal control, giving rise to the 
worst excesses against the physical integrity and safety of the person, 
spreading fear among the people; 

(more) 
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- the safety of the person and the legitimate security of society are 
equally threatened by inhuman terrorist attacks against innocent people; 


- all this leads to a vicious circle of violence and counter violence 
disrupting the whole social fabric of mankind; 


- the irrational arms expenditure by nations, large and small, constitutes 
a serious threat to peace and a scandalous waste of resources needed to 
eradicate the poverty and misery of the majority of the world. 


"All human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible and interdependent. 
Human beings can only enjoy freedom and justice if conditions are created 
whereby they enjoy their civil and political rights as well as their economic, 
social and cultural rights. Disrespect of civil rights and political freedoms 
is not only a direct violation of the integrity and dignity of human beings 
but also constitutes a serious obstacle to a sound development process. In 
the same way disrespect of economic, social and cultural rights makes the 

full realization of civil and political rights impossible. 


"In many countries the major part of the population is undernourished, 
uneducated and illiterate, employment opportunities are limited, access to 
medical services and educational opportunities is insufficient. The fact 

that countless people live in conditions under subsistence level is a flagrant 
and massive violation of human rights; it is directly related to the 
prevailing inequitable international economic order. The realization of the 
new international economic order, to be complemented by new social and human 
orders at the national and international levels, is therefore essential for 
the effective promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 


"In the light of these considerations, we : 


- exhort all men and women who believe in God to unite in a common effort 
of prayer and action in order to seek Truth and Justice with courage 
based on Faith and to create a living solidarity among all countries and 
nations. 


- call upon all men and women to assert and defend their own rights and 
dignity, to respect the right of others and to uphold and spread the 
concepts of the International Bill of Human Rights (The Universal 
Declaration, the two International Covenants, and the Optional Protocol). 


- appeal to all governments to apply their power in the service of human 
rights, accepting and implementing the international standards and 
instruments. 


- appeal to the conscience of the people reminding them that Peace can 
only be built upon Justice. 


"Concluding this CHARTER OF SANTIAGO DE CHILE, we, the participants at this 
Symposium, commit ourselves to support all those who are engaged in the 
struggle for Human Rights throughout the world. 


"We reaffirm our commitment’ to the ‘recognition of the inherent dignity 
and inalienable rights of all members of the human family as the foundation 
of freedom, justice and peace in the world,' because we sincerely believe 
that EVERY MAN HAS THE RIGHT TO BE A PERSON." 

EPS 
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SCOTTISH CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANTS DEBATE 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 


Dunblane, Scotland (EPS) - "The need to find economic and human alternatives 
to the present anonymous and bureaucratised forms of society more adapted to 
real human needs and more effectively controlled by local communities" was the 
theme stressed in the speeches of the two main speakers at a conference held 
here 24-25 November. The general theme of the Conference was "The Church in 
Search of a New Society - Just Living Together". The meeting, which brought 
together both Catholics and Protestants, was held at Scottish Churches" House 
in Dunblane and was called jointly by the Scottish Churches Action for World 
Development (SCAWD) and the recently formed Scottish Justice and Peace 
Commission, in cooperation with SODEPAX, a joint Roman Catholic and World 
Council of Churches’ Committee on Society, Development and Peace. 


The 48 participants heard Professor André Dumas from the Protestant Theological 
Faculty in Paris speak on "The Search for a New Society - the International 
Perspective" and Mr. Charles Somerville, the managing director of George Gibson 
and Co.Ltd., Edinburgh, who spoke on "Scotland in an Interdependent World". 


Several speakers stressed the need for Scotland to establish its own social 

and economic priorities to effectively meet the challenge of mis-development, 
unadapted industries (shipping, steel) and to face the resulting high unemploy- 
ment and poverty in its urban areas. Scottish oil resources provided a unique 
opportunity during the coming twenty years, a time span which should be used 
creatively in the development of small-scale industries managed by people from 
the region. This internal restructuring would have to be accompanied by a 
re-orientation of Scotland's international relationships, especially with 
developing countries. The churches would have to learn to think in global 
terms and understand the inter-relationship between economics, social action 
and theological/biblical reflection in order to help create a more just society. 


Bible studies were conducted by Dr. William Steward the chairman of the 
Scottish Churches Council Community and Race Relations group and Fr. James 
Foley, of St. Mary's Church, Coatbridge. 


Joint theme presentations on "Ecumenical Reflection on Christian Social Thought" 
were made by Fr. Rodger Charles, S.J.,director of the Catholic Institute of 
Social Ethics, London, and Dr. Peter Matheson, professor of church history and 
ethics at New College, Edinburgh. 


The consultation was co-chaired by the Rt. Rev. James Monaghan, Bishop Auxiliary 
of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. Andrewsand Edinburgh, and the Rev. 
John Wylie, chairman of the Scottish Churches Action for World Development. 


The organizers were Bishop Monaghan, in his capacity as chairman of Scottish 
Justice and Peace, and the Rev. James B. Paterson, secretary of SCAWD, and 
Dr. Theo Tschuy, of Sodepax. 


EPS 
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AFRICAN CHURCH 
DEFENDS PCR 


Nairobi (EPS) - The Presbyterian Church of East Africa has come out in 
favour of maintaining help to victims of violent conflicts in Africa. 

In a declaration, dated 1 December, the Business Committee of the church, 
presided over by the Rev. John Gatu, said that "a sense of trust between 
the World Council of Churches and those who receive the aid must override 
all our individual and personal opinions while we care for the oppressed 
whether right or left". 


The statement comes as a result of criticisms raised against the WCC's 
Programme to Combat Racism (PCR). The church's Business Committee studied 
the criteria for distribution of funds from the PCR's Special Fund and 
states that: 


"It is our belief that the Church must support those who are fighting for 
their freedom. In this respect we understand freedom to mean recovering 

that God given quality which some are today denied in the world of political, 
social and economic oppressions. While the Church may not physically support 
acts of violence it must be agreed that in such struggles a degree is reached 
whereby violence becomes inevitable. In this situation the Church must be 
concerned for the well being of the victims of this struggle. 

We therefore feel that the Church must support all humanitarian purposes which 
will uplift the standard of the victims of a violent situation by providing 
social, health, educational and legal means,etc. Efforts should be made to 
make this position clear to those who receive such gifts in order to avoid 
misuse." 


The declaration concludes by noting that "the world power blocks, some of whom 
cry aloud, have contributed to those violent situations, and that churches in 
those countries must continue to press their governments to disengage themselves 
in such situations." 


EPS 


RUTH TILLMAN DIES - CANADIAN COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES WORKER 


Toronto (EPS) - Ruth Tillman, the Assistant Secretary of the Canadian Council 
of Churches died on the 23 November, after a short illness. She was 65 years 
of age. She took up the Assistant Secretary's post in 1969 and was responsible 
for office management and public relations activities. Her interests, however, 
extended beyond these responsibilities into ecumenical groups and concerns 
especially human rights, education and social justice. 


Born in Winnipeg, Ruth Tillman was a member of the United Church of Canada. 

She served this church as a deaconess from 1950, first in mission work in 
Winnipeg and then in coastal villages in Newfoundland before becoming Education 
Secretary for the United Church Newfoundland and Labrador Conference, 1955-61. 


From 1962-69 she was National Executive Secretary of the Canadian Girls in 
Training Committee. 
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ORTHODOX APPROACH TO DIACONIA 
CONSULTATION IN CRETE 


Chania, Crete (EPS) - Representatives of various Orthodox and Oriental Churches 
meeting here at the end of November, expressed the desire that their churches 
should spend more time on fulfilling the diaconal needs and strengthening their 
diaconal work. They proposed to do this by renewing the function of deacons 
and deaconesses in everyday life while enabling greater participation of both 
laywomen and laymen in diaconal service. The meeting was held at the Orthodox 
Academy of Crete on 20-25 November, and followed an invitation from the WCC's 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugees and World Service (CICARWS), to 
analyse why and how the Orthodox Churches should put themselves in a more 
positive way at the service of mankind. 


"Christian diaconia is not an additional duty or a moral stand toward the needy, 
but a necessary expression of our community in Christ", said the meeting "which 
originates from the eucharistic and liturgical life of the church". It is a 
"liturgy after the liturgy". Diaconia is understood by the Orthodox Church as 
an offering destined for the whole man, for his total spiritual and material 
needs. The ultimate goal of diaconia is the salvation of man. 


The consultation clearly stated that the main emphasis in the work of diaconia 
is not concerned with quantity, money or material aid, but on quality and 
intention. Christian diaconia, today, requires a revival of the spirit of 
asceticism, i.e. of self denial and of concern for our neighbour, leading to 

a more simple lifestyle, the meeting declared. 


For this reason diaconia includes the necessity to liberate man from whatever 
oppresses, enslaves and distorts the image of God, in order to open the way 
for redemption. In this sense diaconia is a liberation for salvation. The 
Orthodox Churches were asked to give due attention to the WCC's concerns for 
a "macro-diaconia" in the area of peace, but also disarmament, human rights, 
racism, development and ecology. Our churches should contribute to local, 
regional, and worldwide efforts to restore human dignity and serve humanity, 
said the consultation. 


The consultation also requested the WCC to review the membership rules, staff 
patterns and unit membership in order to facilitate a greater participation 
by Orthodox in the life and work of the World Council of Churches. It was 
suggested that the WCC should consider making a greater effort for a more 
inclusive presentation of points of view allowing for an expression of 
Orthodox perspectives and concerns. 
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GDR CHURCHES MAKE IMPORTANT 
FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 


Berlin, GDR (EPS) - In 1977, the Interior Mission and Service Agency of the 
Protestant Churches of the German Democratic Republic (GDR) made donations in 
connection with the ecumenical sharing of resources, for over 1,6 million 
Marks, according to figures made available to the WCC. The Interior Mission 
states, however, that "our participation in financing the WCC's work is rather 
limited" but they express their ecumenical solidarity by financing various 
projects. 


For example, the agency helped diaconal institutions in Rumania (Marks 520,000) 
Angola (Marks 980,000) Hungary (Marks 2,000) and Poland (Marks 5,550). Nearly 
Marks 90,000 were given to the new Paediatric Centre in Warsaw, a memorial 
erected in memory of the 13 million children who were victims of Nazi crimes. 
This centre was financed by churches and individuals, particularly by the 

GDR Churches. 


The agency's statement was made to show that in spite of currency restrictions, 
the GDR Christians take seriously their concern to share their own limited 
resources. 


EPS 


ARCHBISHOP OF SAN SALVADOR NOMINATED 
FOR NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 


London (EPS) - Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero of San Salvador has been nominated 
for the 1979 Nobel Peace Prize by 118 British Members of Parliament and members 
of the House of Lords. They include six members of the Cabinet of the ruling 
Labour Party, two members of the opposition Conservative Shadow Cabinet, and the 
leader of the Liberal Party. Other signatories of the letter nominating 
Archbishop Romero include the Minister for Overseas Development, and two former 
Conservative Ministers. 


The nomination of a Roman Catholic archbishop from Central America for the 
Nobel Peace Prize by British politicians results from the British Government's 
decision last January to scrap its plan to sell second-hand armoured cars worth 
£ 850,000 to the government of El Salvador. The Government's change of mind 
followed protests from a number of sources, including the Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishop of Westminster, Cardinal George Basil Hume, and these protests alerted 
politicians to the key role Archbishop Romero was playing in the struggle for 
human rights in his country. 


"He has consistently and uncompromisingly denounced the numerous arrests, 
detentions, tortures, disappearances and killings taking place in El Salvador 
today," said the politicians in their letter to the Nobel committee in Oslo. 
"As a committed man of peace he has rejected violence from whatever quarter 
and has advocated social and economic reforms to remove the injustices of 

El Salvador's poverty-ridden feudal society. Almost alone he has become the 
champion of the poor and the defenceless. As a result he is subject to daily 
vilification in the press and elsewhere as insane, subversive, and as a man 
who ‘sells his soul to the devil'." 


EPS 


No.33 - 7 December 1978 8 


CHANGES PROPOSED FOR EUROPEAN 
INTER-CHURCH AID 


Leeuwenhorst, The Netherlands (EPS) - "Mutual aid being one of the aspects 
of the life of the churches we are of the opinion that the dimension of aid 
needs to be present in the activities and organizations of the Conference of 
European Churches (CEC) on the same level as theological reflexion and 
reflexion on the involvement in society" said a group of representatives of 
churches, diaconal agencies and ecumenical organizations who met here for an 
informal consultation on European inter-church aid issues. (14-16 November). 


The group also believed that’! this new orientation must lead to a transfer of 
the inter-European inter-church aid of the Europe Desk of the World Council 
of Churches’ Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) to the CEC. Proposals for a division of the work are to be prepared. 
The meeting also recommended to the CEC-CICARWS Europe group that proposais be 
drawn-up defining inter-European inter-church aid more clearly and formulating 
a future policy for the programmes in Europe. 


EPS 


SRI LANKA CYCLONE APPEAL - 
US $ 100,000 


Geneva (EPS) - Following the cyclone which hit Sri Lanka at the end of 
November the World Council of Churches' (WCC's) Inter-Church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service (CICARWS) has launched an initial appeal for US $ 100,000 
to meet immediate disaster needs. Reconstruction work, and requirements for 
such, cannot at this stage be estimated. 


In response to a cable from CICARWS the National Council of Churches of 
Sri Lanka replied that they are in touch with the national coordinating 
committee, the UN Development Programme and the Red Cross. They say that 
immediate material requirements have been met but money is needed to pay 
for these. 


The Sri Lanka government asked the UN Disaster Relief Organization to 
coordinate help and the churches are cooperating in this plan. 
EPS 
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NETHERLANDS REFORMED CHURCH 
REACTS TO PCR 


Amsterdam (EPS) - At a recent meeting of the General Synod of the Netherlands 
Reformed Church a resolution was adopted on Rhodesia, which took into account 
reactions both from within and outside the church to the grant from the 

World Council of Churches' Special Fund of the Programme to Combat Racism to 
the Patriotic Front. The church also noted the correspondence between the 
WCC General Secretary, Dr. Philip Potter, and the Moderator of the Church's 
General Synod, Rev. Albert van den Heuvel and considered the discussion in 
the church press and in the secular media. 


In a ten-point resolution the church noted its "fundamental conviction that 
any form of discrimination because of race or colour is incompatible with 
the Christian “faith". ) 

The Synod also recognized the suffering of the people of Rhodesia on both 


sides of the conflict and expresses "concern about the internationalisation 
of the conflict'' with the Rhodesian raids into Zambia and Mozambique. ~— 


While expressing regret about the inability to find a solution to the Rhodesian 
eqn flict in a nonviolent, way and recognizing that they (the Synod). have 

"no right to judge others" for adopting violent methods they concluded: 

"we still believe that Christians néver ‘lay use the methods of terrorism and 
counter-terrorism. by.which.innocent.civilians ‘are: misused. for’ political ends. 
In such a situation the church, should avoid even the semb lance of consent and 
concentrate on reconciliation and compassion" 


The general synod also expressed its sratitude to ine WCC for ene way it has 
"helped the churches continuously:-to know the worries of the churches in 
Rhodesia and-to war where possible".. Appreciation.was also expressed for 
the work of the WCC's Inter- Church Aid, Re fugee and World Service (CICARWS) . 
It noted that between 1975-78 CICARWS had been able. to Spend more than a 
million US dollars on assistance in Rhodesia. 


The general synod recalled that their church had been a member of the WCC 
since 1948 and in continuing their membership the Synod stated that the 
experience had been "stimulating and enriching". 


The Programme to Combat Racism, said the Synod "has given many groups of 
different kinds the ae! to establish themselves and to manifest their 
dignity and share ROWER, , In reference to the Patriotic Front grant the synod 
felt that this was "not more than symbolic" when the huge number of refugees 
who need help is considered. Commenting on the moral support the grant gives 
to the Patriotic Front the synod says it is of great importance that the WCC 
has made it unmistakably clear that while participation of the Patriotic Front 
in negotiations is mandatory to come to a just peace, this observation does 

not lead to identification with all political ideas or methods of the Patriotic 
Front" 


The synod also agreed with the WCC leadership that communication with the 
member churches and with the Patriotic Front has been inadequate to counter 
the criticisms raised on this particular grant. Therefore, the synod concluded, 
the Programme to Combat Racism, after 10 years of operation, should be 
"carefully evaluated, especially in relation to groups which have taken up 


(more) 
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arms in their struggle against racism". The synod also felt that the various 
responsibilities of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
(CCIA), the PCR and CICARWS , "should be more clearly defined". 


In their final point the general synod felt the need to "express with force" 
that "the churches in situations of conflict have the primary obligation to 
confess their confidence in the power of the Word of God and therefore give 
all their energy to confront the partners to any conflict with the demands 

and promises of God". 


EPS 


MATERIALIST BIBLE READING SEMINAR 
STUDIES ROMANS 


Geneva (EPS) - A seminar aimed at relating the Bible to the political and 
social problems of the present day was held 5-8 December under the title of 
"The Third Materialist Bible Reading Seminar". The seminar was arranged by 
the European Region of World Student Christian Federation, and the Evangelical 
Academies and involved 35 participants from 11 European countries. 


The Bible text under consideration was the 13th chapter of Romans because, 
as the group says, "the relationship between Christians and the power 
structure of this world" is a crucial issue in Europe. Recalling that this 
chapter has been used as a dogmatic basis for certain theories about the 
state and obedience towards the state, the group said that in fact the text 
"cannot be used in this way". 


It is, said the seminar "practical advice to a group of Christians about their 
life as citizens and about their contact with state officials". 


The seminar also shared the conviction that the Bible should be read as a 
witness to a tradition of struggle and liberation. 


Commenting on the method of Bible study the group suggested that the frame 
of reference for a materialist Bible reading "is determined above all by a 
unity of Bible study and involvement in the struggle for liberation". And, 
in this context an interpretation of the text must also always imply an 
interpretation of the interpreters and their situation. "An analysis of the 
text and an analysis of our own situation belong inseparably together", the 
group commented. 


The seminar also said: "we see that the results of a method of Biblical study, 
used by middle-class European men, have now been challenged" by the 
experiences of such groups as the oppressed people in Latin America and of 
women engaged in women's liberation. Therefore, says the group, "we have 
been led to ask what a socio-economic and political reading contributes to a 
religious understanding of the Bible". 


They conclude that it gives, a "better historical understanding" and that it 
describes not an abstract faith but a "narrative of the experience of a group 
of believers struggling for liberation and for a new identity". 


Future meetings plan to study "the interaction between the Bible as a message 
of liberation, and our own struggle for liberation today", said the seminar. 
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US CHURCH LEADERS SUPPORT PCR 


New York (EPS) - The National Moderator of the United Presbyterian Church 
and the immediate past president of the Lutheran Church in America have 
declared their support of the recent US $ 85,000 grant to the Patriotic 
Front of Zimbabwe by the World Council of Churches. At the same time two 
United Methodist Bishops said at a Minneapolis area meeting of their church 
that the Special Fund of the Programme to Combat Racism has been "a great 
force for good," particularly in Africa. 


In a letter for church-wide distribution prompted by the many questions raised 
about the grant, UPC Moderator William P. Lytle reported that church leaders 

in six African countries he visited on a recent trip supported it "without 
exception". He quoted a high official of the Mekane Yesus Church in Ethiopia 
as characterizing the grant as "right and just". The Ethiopian admitted to 
having a problem with violence but "on balance ... it was the thing to do", 

he told Dr. Lytle. Among others, the Rev. John Gatu of Kenya, General Secretary 
of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa, pointed out that violence had been 
committed by all sides in the Rhodesian conflict and "no one group has a 
monopoly on violence in Rhodesia". The Rev. Isaias Funzamo, head of the 
Presbyterian Church in Mozambique, recalled his people had just come out of a 
similar situation "where we did not have our freedom" and therefore "we feel 
with people in Rhodesia who do not have theirs". WCC support for the Patriotic 
Front is good, he said, "for that kind of assistance makes it very difficult 
for critics of the church to speak freely against the church when people as a 
whole are aware that the church has been helping in tangible ways". 


Dr. Lytle was told that state gifts from Eastern Europe are usually 
accompanied by demands and that people therefore remember "the money that 
WCC gives has no strings attached and is given not because it wants to gain 
some favour but simply out of concern for people." 


For the church in a complicated world to try to help and meet human need 
"and show God's love and justice, is a risky business", Dr. Lytle said. 
The church lays itself open to being misunderstood and used, "but to stand 
aside and do nothing would be the greater sin," he declared. ; 


Dr. Lytle visited many World Council projects which can be seen as "conventional 
church aid and evangelistic undergirding". He regretted that the grant, 
representing a small fraction of the total, should "come under question and 

get as large a press as this one has". He said that "those in the decision 
making roles both in our church and in the WCC are themselves committed to . 
showing forth to a needy world the love and justice of God as revealed through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ". 


Former LCA President Marshall wrote in the winter issue of the Lutheran Mission 
magazine ''World Encounter" that the continuing controversy over the Patriotic 
Front grant illustrates a key challenge facing Christians: how to witness in 

a situation where there is bloodshed and tremendous suffering brought on by 
both sides in the conflict. 


Should Christians respond "that the Lord would want those refugees under the 
Patriotic Front to starve, or go without medical care and the rudiments for 
survival?" he asked. Should they react to the Rhodesian army's killing of 
guerrillas and non-combatants by saying to the victims "you deserve to suffer 
and die without any relief or bandages because you accept leadership which 


received military supplies from the Soviet Union and the People's Republic of 
China?" he added. 


(more) 
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Dr. Marshall who is a member of the Central and Executive Committees of the 
WCC said the WCC decided in 1969 when the PCR was established that Christian 
humanitarian aid to people fighting for their freedom should not have political 
limits. Although the LCA was not monetarily involved with the WCC's special 
fund for liberation groups, Dr. Marshall said he personally voted for the 
grant to the Patriotic Front "because once the decision had been made to 
establish the PCR, I felt those churches that wanted to support such grants 
should have the freedom to do so. It is the very nature of interchurch 
cooperation to tolerate others' viewpoints and even learn from such variety." 


Dr. Marshall found Africans on the WCC Executive Committee have favoured the 
anti-racism grants and that "black Lutherans that I have met from Africa have 
been friendly to the grants."' Bishop James K. Matthews of Washington, D.C., 
said United Methodists could be proud that their denomination was the first 
to contribute to the Special Fund of the PCR when it was started nine years 
ago. Speaking at a convocation on "missional priorities" attended by 400 
United Methodists at Roseville near Minneapolis, he said the fund has given 
the WCC and the church a credibility it could not have obtained in any other 
way. He was joined by Retired Bishop Ralph Dodge who was Bishop in Rhodesia 
before Bishop Muzorewa. Bishop Dodge held that the WCC fund has "caught the 
imagination of African Christians" who perceive it as indicating the church 
is not unwilling to oppose the establishment. 


EPS 


CALL FOR A UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 
OF HUMAN DUTIES 


Port Louis, Mauritius (EPS) - A call for a Universal Declaration of Human 
Duties has been launched here - a small country in the Indian Ocean - by 
a group of leaders comprising Christians, Hindus, Moslems, Jews and 
Buddhists. The idea follows the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
which on 10 December celebrated its 30th anniversary. 


The initiative, which is being pushed in 48 countries, is accompanied by 

a Draft Declaration on Human Duties which marks a serious attempt to 
articulate the role that every human being can contribute in the observance 
of human rights around the world. 


The effort arises from a long tradition of interfaith dialogue on Mauritius 
where almost half of the population are Christian. The "Spiritual Forces 
Movement" is co-ordinated by a lay Roman Catholic social worker, Edwin de 
Robillard. He has the support of Bishop Trevor Huddleston, head of the 
Anglican Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean, a WCC member church. 


EPS 
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REITH LECTURER ATTACKS "POLITICIZATION 
OF CHRISTIANITY" 


In six broadcast lectures the Rev. Dr. Edward Norman, Dean of Peterhouse, 
Cambridge, recently attacked what he called the "politicization of 
Christianity" singling out for special criticism the World Council of 
Churches. As these lectures have received world wide comment and have 

been broadcast on the World Service of the BBC from London, EPS asked 

ROBERT NOWELL, a freelance writer on religious affairs in Britain to sum 

up the content of the lectures. 

2S NS TOOVR Ss OST S08 7 NS Fa ee ee ee 
London (EPS) - Most of the efforts made by the Christian churches over the 
past decade or so towards trying to build a more just and peaceful world 
came under withering criticism from this year's Reith lecturer, the Rev. 

Dr. Edward Norman, Dean of Peterhouse, Cambridge. In his six lectures 
broadcast at weekly intervals by the BBC during November and December and 
due to be published in book form by the Oxford University Press next February, 
Dr. Norman criticized what he saw as the politicization of Christianity and 
its present identification with western bourgeois liberalism. Under attack 
came not only the World Council of Churches, Liberation Theology in Latin 
America, and the attitude most churches adopt to the problems of Southern 
Africa, but also Western concern over the alleged lack of religious freedom 
in the Soviet Union. All this was on the basis of a pessimistic inter- 
pretation of Christianity which stressed the other-worldly and eschatological 
aspects of the gospel and the relativity of all human values in the light of 
its message. 


What Dr. Norman felt had happened was, as he explained in his first lecture, 
the politicization of the clergy, both personally and as a class, so as to 
lead to the reinterpretation of Christianity as a scheme of social and 
political action - "dependent, it is true, upon supernatural authority for 
its ultimate claims to attention, but rendered in categories that are derived 
from the political theories and practices of contemporary society". The 
clergy, he said, "have allowed themselves - some eagerly, and many others 
unwittingly - to define their religious values according to the categories 
and references provided by the compulsive moralism of contemporary intellectual 
culture". He stressed that there was a fundamental difference between a 
Christian knowledge of politics, acquired in order to serve the interests of 
the church as an institution, and the identification of the content of the 
faith with human attempts at social improvement. He saw the Christian 
religion as having lost both the power and the confidence to define the areas 
of public debate, even in moral questions, but as instead following the 
definitions made by others. "Almost no one now looks to the Church for 
social teaching,'' he said, "though, in the Third World, religion still has a 
social role. Even the fears of impending global chaos or annihilation do 

not elicit religious responses, as once the intimations of cataclysm would 
have done. The contemporary debate about world resources, overpopulation, 
pollution or nuclear catastrophe is according to the analysis of secular 
thinkers - although the Churches tag along, offering a religious gloss to 
precisely the same ideas. No one listens, for religion is no longer regarded 
as a guarantor of stability." 


(more) 
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While Dr. Norman did not mention the late E.F. Schumacher, author of 
Small is Beautiful, whose growing concern about man's increasingly 
destructive impact on his environment was matched by a spiritual progress 
from an extreme rationalism that banished fairy stories from the home via 
Buddhism to the Roman Catholic Church, he did mention with scorn the two 
special lectures given at the Lambeth Conference earlier this year by the 
Roman Catholic economist Barbara Ward and the Anglican economist Charles 
Elliott. "Both were full of moralistic criticism of Western capitalism 
and of the present application of technology by the developed nations," 
said Dr. Norman. "Both were extremely partial, reducing highly technical 
information to simple dismissals of alternative viewpoints - treating the 
governments of the Western world, and the great weight of scientific and 
technical opinion, as if they were childishly ignorant of practical as well 
as moral considerations. The bishops were lyrical in their approval." 


Christianity might be expanding in the Third World, but Dr. Norman wondered 
whether its role might not be curtailed by the spread of Western secularism 
and whether the extensive criticism of inherited Western values might not 
prepare the ground for the eventual success of Marxism. ''The developing 
world is characterized by sharply rising expectations as’ to what can be 
achieved by social change and political action - and, again, the Churches 
have thrown their influence on to the side of those who encourage this 
development," he said. "But these expectations are really out of all 
proportion to the opportunities of meeting them, and the long-term 
consequences of that will surely involve the creation of monolithic 
controlled societies. Will the Churches survive within their own creation?" 


Moreover, Church leadership tended to consist of Westernized élites who 
superimposed the liberal and radical political idealism of the Christian 
thinking of the developed world upon the diffused religiosity around them. 

"The result,'' said Dr. Norman, "is an appearance of authenticity: their 
Westernized political Christianity, as in the ideologies of African nationalism, 


is mistaken for the voice of the world's oppressed."' (In his fourth lecture, 
he cited Latin America as an illustration of the politicization of Christianity 
and concluded: "Western Christians who listen in to the Latin American Church, 


in the belief that this is the authentic word of the Third World, hear only 
the echoes of their own voice.") 


Dr. Norman stressed that he was not suggesting that the actual social and 
political ideals adopted by Christians were in themselves untrue or not in 
correspondence with a legitimate understanding of the faith. But he was 
suggesting "That they are far too relative to be regarded as central in the 
definition of Christianity itself." 


This was a point he returned to in his concluding lecture, when he said: 

"At the centre of the Christian religion, Christ remains unchanging in a 
world of perpetual social change and mutating values. To identify him with 
the passing enthusiasms of men - each one of which, in its time of acceptance, 
seems permanently true - is to lose him amidst the shifting superstructure of 
human idealism." Jesus's call to a kingdom not of this world seemed to him 
far from the contemporary understanding of Christianity, "with its ready 
endorsement of today's expectations of higher living standards, its 
consecration of the political moralizing of the secular intelligentsia, its 
belief in a real and actual kingdom of righteousness set up on earth by armed 
guerrillas and Marxist intellectuals". In the world the Christian sought to 
apply God's great love as well as he could in contemporary terms, and that 


(more) 
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would actually involve corporate social and political action. But the 

wise aspirant to eternity would recognize no hope of a better social 

order in his endeavours, since he knew that men's expectations were 

incapable of satisfaction: "Before even the goal of one generation is 
achieved, another sets other goals."' Nor should Christians cling to past 
models of idealized embodiments of religious order: "Conservatives fall into 
the same error as the progressives, whose politicized Christianity they 
dislike for political reasons, if they seek to protect a social order of 
their own preference, of the present or of the past. 


"Christians are those who act under the permanent rule that the ways of 
God are not the ways of men. They will co-operate with others to promote 
the eradication of agreed injustices, but they will, unlike them, recognize 
that their language of principles, and the cultural materials in which they 
are expressed, are wholly unstable." 


In his second lecture Dr. Norman quoted the World Council of Churches as an 
example of the role of élites in political change. "Its officials, and the 
expert opinion it consults, are clearly more advanced in their politicization, 
and their preparedness to identify Christianity with political change, than 
the members of the constituent Churches," he said. Yet the World Council 
denied that it was more radical than its member Churches and regarded its 
support for the forces of change throughout the world as an act of solidarity 
with the world's oppressed, as a symbol of its desire to abandon the dominance 
of Western ways of thinking and to respect the resurgent cultures of the 
developing world. 


"But in reality the world advance of Western cultural and political values 
was never more successful than at the present time,'' continued Dr. Norman. 
"They are conveyed in the advances made by Marxism and in the creation, 
through the capitalism of multinational corporations, of consumer societies. 
The élitist radicalism of the World Council of Churches is itself a purveyor 
of Western values. For what appears to Western liberals as the Third World's 
rejection of Western cultural ideals is, in fact, the adoption in the 
developing world of exactly the criticisms of Western values that Western 
liberals have themselves made." 


The response to the overthrow of Salvador Allende's government in Chile in 
1973 amply illustrated, in Dr. Norman's view, the preparedness of Christian 
opinion to follow "the diagnosis of world issues propagated by interested 
political agencies" - i.e., Marxists. "It was, by contemporary standards, 

a pretty normal coup," said Dr. Norman. "The bloodshed and the ferocity of 
the security measures employed by General Pinochet's military junta have been 
exceeded in the advent of socialist régimes to South Vietnam, Cambodia, Angola 


and Afghanistan. But it is Chile that has continued to be condemned by the 
Churches." 


This in Dr. Norman's view was because the Churches had accepted the main 

points in the Marxist propaganda version of the situation in Chile, which 

played down the economic chaos in the illegalities of the Allende administration 
and depicted the military government as the worst type of fascist dictatorship. 
The swiftness of the Chilean Churches' action to help victims of the coup he 
attributed to the advanced politicization they had already undergone during 

the Allende period. "One of the Churches which had not absorbed the prevalent 
social radicalism of the Chilean intelligentsia," he remarked, "was the tiny 


Anglican Church - which has continued to be a consistent supporter of the 
military government." 


(more) 
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The World Council of Churches he described as politically biased, quoting 
its officials as admitting that the staff were "nearly all socialists" and 
accusing it of being "clearly selective" in its condemnation of supposed 
injustices. The impression of bias was most fostered by the Programme 

to Combat Racism, on which it was difficult to view dispassionately the 
insistence that grants to guerrilla movements were for humanitarian purposes 
since money made available to the insurgents, by relieving them of the 
necessity to purchase medical supplies and so forth, could be expended on 
armaments. "In such a situation it is a species of dishonesty," said Dr. 
Norman, "to hide behind a technicality in supporting revolutionary change." 
Moreover, the Programme was selective in that it was solely directed at 
white racism. 


As if to balance this, in his third lecture Dr. Norman attacked the common 
Western assumption that human rights were violated in the Soviet Union through 
the absence of religious liberty. The opinions of some religious dissidents 
there were such that they would be likely to face prosecution in most countries, 
he said, while in practice religious liberty in the Soviet Union amounted to 
the right of public worship - "a very fundamental right'' in the view of the 
Orthodox Church to which the overwhelming majority of the thirty million 
professed Christians in the Soviet Republics owed their allegiance. 
"Contemporary Western Christians, who change their services around according 
to fashion or personal inclination, undervalue the significance of this 
freedom of worship," he said. ''Western Christianity has so redefined its 
meaning in terms of social activism that it cannot comprehend a Church which 
is satisfied with the mere performance of worship. But the Russian Orthodox 
Church is satisfied." 


Within the confines allowed to them by the Soviet state, most Christian 
leaders seemed to find a satisfactory enough space for the exercise of their 
faith, he argued. In the West it was supposed that Russian Churchmen were 
prudent enought to pay lip-service to the dominant Soviet state rather than 
face a full assault upon their Churches. "But this does not appear to be 
the case,'' he went on. ''The Russian Churches support Soviet policies, at 
home as well as abroad, because they believe them to be true. Socialist 
values have become well embedded in the secular ethic pronounced from the 
pulpit, and are echoed by wide sectors of ordinary believers." 


The Churches' attitudes to developments in Africa illustrated, in his fifth 
lecture, how narrow a range of opinion was actually agreeable to contemporary 
Christian liberalism. '"'The new heresies are political options made by 
Christians who have not followed the liberal creed," said Dr. Norman. 
"Modern Christian leaders are all tolerance when it comes to departures from 
traditional religious doctrine. But they are ferocious when it comes to 
departures from the canons of liberalism over such issues as, for example, 
majority rule in South Africa." And the contemporary equivalent of burning 
one's opponent at the stake was to give active aid or moral support, as did 
the World Council of Churches, to those engaged in armed attempts to 
extinguish their political opponents in the developing world. Moreover, 
despite insistence on western-style democracy for Southern Africa, Christian 
liberals were seemingly quite prepared to look benignly on the one-party 
states now flourishing in black Africa - such as Julius Nyerere's Tanzania, 


which he described as a country "with a bea ata enforced socialist collectivi- 
zation and a single-party constitution" In Africa he found the Churches 


"so concerned with their social and Tee moralizing that they have tied 
themselves very closely to a world of material values" 


EPS 
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INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM SPREADS A 
PROTECTIVE MANTLE FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS 


By Roberto Barbosa 


Santiago de Chile (EPS) - An International Symposium on Human Rights held 
here under the sponsorship of the Catholic Church has legitimated the 
positions taken by the Vicariate of Solidarity under the government of 

Gen. Augusto Pinochet, who seized power five years ago in a brutal military 
coup. 


During the event which took place November 22-25, sporadic manifestations 
against the church did not distract the participants. Rather, they lent a 
haunting realism to the environment. 


For example, a woman's screams from outside the Cathedral penetrated the 
opening session and mingled with the voices of speakers and choir. The sound 
reminded everybody of the fact that mothers, wives, sisters and daughters of 
651 disappeared political prisoners still agonize over the fate of their loved 
ones. 


A group of plainclothes police, who were refused admission to the San Francisco 
church for the inauguration of an international art exposition around the theme 
of human rights, protested their exclusion with a demonstration outside. 


When another larger group of police began to intimidate participants in the 
Symposium Gen. German Campos, chief of carabineros (civilian police) in 
Santiago, was notified, and he immediately sent a van of carabineros to 
disperse the police agents. The following morning he was fired, although 
newspapers reported he "retired voluntarily." 


Intimidating tactics 


A humorous foul-up in the government's intimidating tactics occurred the day 
following a Symposium session of university students. Several dozen soldiers 
appeared at the place where they thought the students would be meeting only 
to discover they had met the day before. 


A young employee of the Vicariate of Solidarity was arrested on the second day 
and held incommunicado. Due to extensive protest he was located and released 
before the meeting ended. This arrest planted deep concern in the hearts and 
minds of the participants who contemplated the possibility that other Vicariate 
staff members might suffer similar consequences once international guests had 
departed. 


International guests 


Perhaps in no other recent international meeting has such an impressive retinue 
assembled to defend human rights. The guest list, representing both church and 
secular bodies from the Western hemisphere and Europe, included the following: 
Cardinal Paulo Evaristo Arns from Brazil, Msgr. Roger Heckel from the Vatican, 
Dr. Jose Miguez Bonino, a co-president of the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
from Argentina and Dr. William P. Thompson, president of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. (NCC). 


(more) 
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Also from the United States were Bishop Lawrence MacNamara, Methodist Bishop 
James Armstrong, Father Brian Hehir of the U.S. Catholic Conference, Rev. 
Joel Gajardo of the NCC and Dr. Edmundo Vargas Carreno of the OAS Human 
Rights Commission. 


Canadian participants were Bishop Adolfe Proulx, Dr. Hubert Laurin, 
Dr. Thomas M. Anthony, Dr. Rene Guay. 


Guests invited from Europe included Yolanda Thome (Belgium), Martin Ennals of 
Amnesty International (England), Henryane de Chaponay, Andre Jacques and 

Father Leon Dujardin (France), Dr. Anatol Feid and Dr. Jurgen Stahn (Germany), 
Father Jan Ter Laak and Dr. Thomas Kerstiens (Holland), Dr. Asbjorn Eide of 

the International Peace Research Institute (Norway), Juan Jose Rodriguez (Spain), 
and from Switzerland Rev. Charles Harper of the WCC, Dr. Theo van Boven of the 
U.N. Division for Human Rights and Dr. Niall MacDermot of the International 
Commission of Jurists. 


From nearby Latin American countries came: Rev. Enrique Lavigne, Father Enzo 
Guistozzi, Dr. Eduardo Pimentel of the Permanent Human Rights Assembly and 
Dr. Jorge Pascale, all from Argentina; Rosario Chacon of the Permanent Human 
Rights Assembly and Archbishop Jorge Manrique from Bolivia; Rev. Jaime Wright 
and Dr. Eny Raimundo Moreira from Brazil; Bishop Carlos Lewis from Panama; 
Pastors Armin Ihle and George Wiley from Paraguay; and Bishop Luis Bambaren 
and Pilar Coll Torrente from Peru. 


The Church and human rights 


These persons had all come to join the Church's Vicariate of Solidarity in 
the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the U.N. Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights which was adopted Dec. 10, 1948, by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations. 


As they came together these people were aware that their presence in a country 
which is ruled by a repressive military regime was intended to communicate the 
fact that the organizations which they represented continue to be concerned 
about the plight of oppressed people in Chile. This appeared to be an effective 
way to extend an international mantle for the Church's work on behalf of human 
rights. 


Coinciding with the Symposium came the announcement that the 1978 Human Rights 
Prize, given every five years by the United Nations, was awarded to the 
Vicariate of Solidarity. The award will be made in a special anniversary 
session of the U.N. General Assembly on December 11, and Father Cristian Precht, 
appointed by Cardinal Raul Silva from the inception of the Vicariate to head up 
this body, intends to go to New York to receive the Prize. 


At the Symposium's inaugural assembly the Papal Nuncio read a message and 
blessing from Pope John Paul II; folk singers, an orchestra and mass choir 
performed the "Human Rights Cantata," a Chilean composition with words by 

Father Esteban Gumucio and music by Alejandro Guarello; Cardinal Silva addressed 
the assembly speaking of the Church's obligation to be involved in the defense 
of human rights. 


"How could we want anything but peace?" he asked. ''Peace is the passion of 
the Church, and if it insists, sometimes with urgent anguish, on the rights 
and duties of mankind, it is precisely because it believes this is the only 
way and the one indispensable requirement to win peace." 


(more) 
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On following days Symposium participants listened to seven major speeches, 
and international guests spoke informally to groups meeting as young people, 
workers, women, clergy, Protestants, liberal professional people or families 
of disappeared political prisoners. 


Some prominent Chileans took the opportunity of the Symposium to announce 
the creation of a Chilean Commission for Human Rights composed of distinguished 
citizens from the areas of science, labour, law, literature and education. 


Human Rights and the arts 


More than a thousand contributions were made to an art exhibit on human rights 
held at the San Francisco church. Artefacts made by jobless Chileans were 
also on display. Original vocal and instrumental numbers were rendered by 
their composers. In every case the underlying theme was Every man has the 
right to be a person. 


For many the most moving moment in the realm of art came out in the course of 
a musical program that followed an evening meal at the Vicariate headquarters. 


Thirty women, with the accompaniment of Chilean string and percussion 

instruments, sang the Cueca sola, a song they had composed when they were on 

a hunger strike. The cueca is a Chilean folk melody to which couples dance 

in a joyous courting rite. As the chorus of women sang and played one of them 
withdrew from the group and moved to the front of the stage to dance the cueca 
alone. The poignant singing of the women, the determined playing of instruments 
and the lonely woman dancing without her partner were almost too much for 

emotions to bear. There before us were 30 women, all of them either wives 

or mothers of disappeared political prisoners whom the government brutally chooses 
to call dead by presidential decree. 


But a flicker of hope was always shining, even in the spontaneous manifestation 
of students, walking towards the Cathedral exit as the Symposium came to an end, 


shouting in chorus, ''Peace, justice and freedom!" 


The Santiago Charter 


In the closing session the participants heard the reading of "The Santiago 
Charter." This document attempted to summarize many of the concerns that 
surfaced during the Symposium (see text EPS No.33, 7 December). It makes an 
appeal to Christians to join in prayer and action for solidarity; it extends 
a call to all people to defend and promote their own rights and dignity and 
to respect the rights of other; it requests rulers of nations to use their 
power on behalf of human rights; and reminds people that "peace can only be 
built on a foundation of justice." 


(Reproduced with the permission of Latinamerica Press) 
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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE: 
AN APPEAL TO THE CHURCHES 


Geneva (EPS) - On the occasion of the 30th Anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights the World Council of Churches has published 
a background document bringing together various proposed texts for the 

creation of an "International Convention against Torture". 


In the document, published by the WCC's Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs (CCIA) and written by Hans Thoolen, Executive 
Secretary of the International Commission of Jurists, is listed the various 
utilizable means for putting an end to the practice of torture and comments 
on the texts of the project for an international convention (a Swedish 
project) and of the "optional protocol" (the proposition of the Swiss lawyer 
Jean-Jacques Gauthier). 


In addition there is an essay by Hans-Peter Gasser assessing the preparations 
for the Convention and also the declaration on torture passed in 1977 by the 
Central Committee of the WCC which invited the Churches to unite in their 
efforts to bring about an end to the practice of torture throughout the world. 


In the introduction to the background document Dr. Philip Potter, general 
secretary of the WCC says: "we hope that it (the document) serves to encourage 
endeavours within each national situation to support and lobby for the quick 
adoption of such a convention." 


EPS 


WCC TALKS ON SALVATION ARMY 
SUSPENSION OF MEMBERSHIP 


London (EPS) - As a follow up of the suspension of membership of the 
Salvation Army in the World Council of Churches, announced in August, 

a delegation of WCC leaders, led by the Moderator of the Central Committee, 
Archbishop Edward Scott, of Canada, met with leaders of The Salvation Army, 
in London, on Tuesday, 12 December. Following talks The Salvation Army 
issued the following statement: 


"In a spirit of Christian fellowship and mutual regard, leaders of the 

World Council of Churches and of The Salvation Army discussed the issues © 
which led General Arnold Brown to suspend its membership four months ago. 
This was the dialogue the General had sought and was welcomed by the World 
Council. It was not only wide ranging but constructive. The process of 
clarification will continue at the Central Committee of the WCC in Kingston, 
Jamaica, next January. No final decision can be taken by the Salvation Army 
until its scheduled conference of world leaders in Toronto in October 1979." 
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WCC'S INTER-CHURCH AID COMMISSION LAUNCHES 
5 MILLION DOLLAR APPEAL FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Geneva (EPS) - The WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service (CICARWS) has launched an appeal for five million US dollars to help 
the victims of the conflicts and tensions in Southern Africa. This decision 
was taken by the CICARWS officers' meeting in Geneva, 11-13 December, within 
the framework of ongoing assistance co-ordinated by CICARWS since 1970, and 
given to refugees, displaced persons and victims of war and oppression. The 
officers made a special review of the situation and noted the "alarming pace 
of developments in Southern Africa and the grave repercussions of those 
developments in neighbouring states". 


In an earlier decision, taken at its Strasbourg meeting in July 1978, CICARWS 
decided to "develop proposals to assist the churches to respond effectively 
and efficiently in the light of a possible catastrophe in the area". The 
present number of refugees and displaced persons in Southern Africa alone 
amounts to one million, of which nearly 500,000 are from Zimbabwe. 


The Africa Church Aid Committee (joint CICARWS/Al1l Africa Conference of 
Churches regional group) recommended at its Libreville meeting in October 
that CICARWS issue an appeal requesting both solidarity and monetary support. 


This appeal for five million dollars, made to the WCC's member churches and 
their service agencies, seeks to help relieve the human suffering and distress, 
which represent a major challenge for the ecumenical community in this part of 
Africa. The CICARWS initiative involves full consultation and cooperation with 
the churches and specialized agencies to pursue, intensify and improve the 
ongoing efforts to assist the victims. The aim is to. support those churches, 
national councils of churches and appropriate diaconal services which are in a 
position to protect, assist and minister to the needs of the refugees in 
countries where they have found asylum. The appeal is also responding to the 
vast requests for food, medical assistance, shelter, agricultural and educational 
requirements of large numbers of people whose normal life has been disrupted by 
the conflicts. Their needs will be considered case by case, and the most 
appropriate channels will be used (including in certain cases non-religious 
groups or liberation movements). '"It is a mobilisation of further resources 
and a renewed expression of solidarity with the concerned populations", said 
CICARWS director Jean Fischer. 


EPS 
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FREEDOM IN SOUTH AFRICA 
- A GIVE AND TAKE AFFAIR 


Johannesburg (EPS) - The release of one colleague from detention and the 
banning of another in the samé week have drawn the following statements 
from the South African Council of Churches. 


The first dated 19 December concerns Mrs Sally Motlana, a vice president of 
the South African Council of Churches, who was freed after 54 days in 
detention, some of the time in solitary confinement. There is still a 
possibility that charges might be brought against her. 


"We are deeply grateful that our beloved vice president Mrs Sally Motlana 

has been released after 54 days in detention. We rejoice with her that she 

will be able to spend Christmas with her family after all. 

At the same time we must continue to protest that such arbitrary detentions 

Can continue to cause such heartbreak and fear among our people. 

We urge the authorities to return to the rule of law and the judicial 

safeguards this implies for all people. Otherwise people will continue to suffer 
for no apparent reason." 


But only one day before this public rejoicing over Mrs. Motlana's release, 

Mrs. Juby Mayet (40) a mother of eight minor children and deputy chief sub- 
editor of the ecumenical weekly newspaper The Voice, was banned by the 

minister of justice, Mr J. Kruger, for five years. Among the many restrictions 
contained in the banning order is that which prevents her from working for The 
Voice or any other publication in South Africa. She was released from detention 
about a month ago after spending five months without trial. 


The SACC issued this reaction on 18 December 


"The banning of Mrs Juby Mayet, member of the staff of the ecumenical newspaper 
The Voice, is an act of callousness and gross. injustice... Mrs: Mayet is the, sole 
supporter of eight minor children and by this banning she is unable to continue 
her work in journalism and the possibility of her being able to find work in 


any other field is slight in the present unfavourable economic climate. 


Once again a person is deprived of liberty on the grounds of secret and 
untestable information by people whose powers are unrestrained by the normal 
processes of law. 


Mrs Mayet was in detention for much of this year so surely the authorities 
could have built up a case against her which could have been tested in court. 


Failing such a case being brought against her we must presume Mrs Mayet to 
be innocent. 


We call on the minister of justice to review the banning order on the grounds 
of her innocence and for the sake of her children. During this season of 
goodwill, this time of joy for all Christians but especially for the children, 
it is cruel to act in this way against a mother - especially in a country 
whose government claims to uphold Christian principles." 


Both statements were signed by the acting general secretary of the SACC, the 
Rev. Dr W. Kistner. 


Other bannings in the same week include Hlaku Rachidi, former president of the 
outlawed black peoples convention founded by Steve Biko; Nohle Mohapi, widow of 
Mapetla Mohapi,who died in detention in 1976; and Malusi Mpumlwana, one of eight 
blacks released in King Williams Town and Grahamstown. 
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KENYAN PRESIDENT'S HUMAN 
RIGHTS ACTION IS PRAISED 


Nairobi (EPS) - The All Africa Conference of Churches has hailed President 
Daniel Arap Moi's release of political detainees as "an outstanding contri- 
bution to human rights in Africa and a great example to other African leaders. 


In a congratulatory telegram to the Kenyan leader, government and people, the 
associate general secretary, the Rev. Clement Janda, said President Moi's 
example, if emulated by other African leaders, would "strengthen Africa's 
collective hand in the struggle against racist minority domination in Southern 
Africa." The occasion of the message was the 15th Jamhuri Day - Jamhuri is 
the Kiswahili word for independence. 


The telegram also commended the president's other pronouncements of free primary 
education, abolishing illiteracy within five years, unemployment and providing 
free milk for school children. "These are important steps towards full human 
development for all the people which entails not only personal freedom but also 
an opportunity for all to share meaningfully in the wealth of the nation.” 


EPS 


ENGLISH CHURCH PROTEST AT 
SQUATTER TOWN DESTRUCTION 


London (EPS) - Christians in England have been called on by the Anglican Bishop 
of Guildford, the Rt Rev. David Brown, Chairman of the Church of England's Board 
for Mission and Unity, to write to the South African Ambassador in London to 
protest against the forthcoming demolition of the Crossroads squatter camp 
outside Cape Town. 


The camp houses 20,000 people, the Bishop noted, and the South African government 
was aiming to clear it by the end of this month. This, he said, would mean 
families being separated, with wives and children sent to the barren and undevel- 
oped homelands, while their menfolk, if they wanted to go on earning a living, 
stayed in barracks. 


"Despite world-wide protests, the South African authorities seem determined to 


demolish homes and uproot families in pursuit of the inhuman policy of apartheid," 
said Bishop Brown. 
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SWEDISH PASTOR TO SERVE 
WCC AS RACISM CONSULTANT 


Geneva (EPS) - Dr Carl-Johan Hellberg, former director of the Lutheran World 
Federation department of church cooperation, has been seconded to the World 


Council of Churches, at the request of Archbishop Olof Sundby, primate of the 
Church of Sweden. 


Dr Hellberg will serve part-time as a special consultant to the WCC Programme 
to Combat Racism and will teach at the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near 
Geneva, until his present term of office expires 1 July, 1979. 


Since October, Dr Hellberg, a pastor of the Church of Sweden and a former 


migsionary to Tanzania, has been a consultant with the LWF department of church 
cooperation. 
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